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If you haven’t taken a peek into the Meeting House, you’re in for a 
treat. The Meeting House Committee decided to improve the front 
hall while also making more energy efficiency improvements. What 
you will see is new bead board wainscoting with a chair rail and 
ceiling molding, new doors to the back room, new door hardware, 
new emergency lighting and a completely repainted room that looks 
twice as big with the light colors. What you won’t see is new insula-
tion in the walls (there wasn’t 
much, if any, there before), all 
the crack sealing done, a va-
por barrier under the back 
room and foundation insula-
tion along the sill under the 
floor. No more cold floors and 
freezing pipes. Plus, we will 
get over $1,000 back from 
Efficiency Vermont for the in-
sulation improvements. 
 

Our 162 year old Meeting House is one of Town’s most special build-
ings and the Committee is doing its best to make the necessary repairs 
and improvements so that it continues to serve the Town and Church 
for another 162 years, at least. It is here all Town and Church purposes 
as well as for any townsperson or town group to use by reservation. 
Thanks for supporting this building and helping to keep it in great 
shape.         Shrewsbury Meeting House Committee    

 
 

SHREWSBURY  
GREEN UP DAY 

 
Saturday 

May 3, 2014 
 

Breakfast 8-10am  
at the Town Meeting House 

 
Trash Disposal at Transfer Station 

 10am-1pm 
  

MEETING HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS 

New chairs in the Meeting House 
that match the new lighter weight 

tables. 

Even before the job was complete, the 
new wainscoting and paint created a 

brighter, lighter interior. 
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The Times of Shrewsbury 
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly February 
through December. It is compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal being to keep townspeople 
informed of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and 
opinions expressed in articles are solely those of the author and 
not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions must be accompanied by the name and phone 
number of the submitting person. All items submitted for publi-
cation are subject to editing for length and clarity. If Letters to 
the Editor exceed 350 words, they will be subject to editing for 
length. Any opinion piece will be deemed to be a Letter to the 
Editor subject to this policy. All items including letters are 
printed at the editors’ discretion. A letter writer of any letter that 
names a Shrewsbury resident or organization in a critical man-
ner must get copies to that resident or organization and to the 
Times by the 10th of the month prior to publication or it will not 

Times of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Email:  shrewsburytimes@gmail.com 

Online:  www.shrewsburyvt.org    and    www.rutlandrpc.org/townnewsletters.ph 

run. If the named individual or organization indicates in writing 
to the writer and to the Times that they choose not to respond, 
the letter will run. If the named entity responds, the response 
and initial letter will run in the same issue. 
There is no charge for: jokes, poems, essays, nature reports, 
family event announcements, or feature articles or letters that 
are non-political and non-commercial. 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is the 
20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will be an-
nounced in the prior month’s Times. If you have any questions, 
please email shrewsburytimes@gmail.com or call Chryl Martin 
at 492-2244.  
Best Formats: Articles: Word or in an email message with no 
formatting. Photos: JPG.  Ads: PDF file or Word document. 
Monthly Advertisement Fees: Full page $60; 1/2 page $25; 
1/4 page $10; Business card $5; Classified ad (15 words) $2. 
Payment is due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
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Your Opinion Doesn’t Count! 
Did you fill out a blue “Town Meeting Day Survey” - 
the Doyle Poll - when you voted at Town Meeting in 
March? Did you take time to express your opinion 
on the 14 questions on such topics as wind turbines, 
minimum wage, opiate use, and labels for genetical-
ly engineered foods?  
 
If you did, your survey form – along with 73 others – 
is still sitting in the Shrewsbury Town Office. It was 
never picked up for delivery and tabulation in Mont-
pelier. No one made an effort to ensure that our sur-
veys were collected and counted. And it’s not the 
first time this has happened. 
 
In a representative democracy, and especially in 
Vermont, we like to think that our opinions count for 
something. Perhaps we need to remind our elected 

LETERS TO THE EDITOR 

Missing Meeting House Tables Aren’t Missing !! 
Oops !! As soon as I lamented in the last Times that 
the old Meeting House tables, which had been for 
sale, were missing, I was informed that a helpful 
hobbit had put them in the old outhouse to get them 
out of the way. With the snow piled high against that 
little building I did not think to look there, and there 
they were!! Mystery solved. 
 
Some have been sold but there still may be a few if 
you are looking for a sturdy work table for only $25 
each. Give me a call at 492-3502 if you’re interest-
ed. 

Mark Youngstrom 
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officials that we want to be listened to. If the Doyle 
Poll is going to be distributed, then we deserve to 
know that the opinions we express will be counted. 

Jonathan Gibson 

Preschool & Kindergarten Registration 
 

Friday, May 16, 2014 
8:30 – 11:30 AM 

at the Shrewsbury Mountain School 
 
For admission into Preschool, a child must be at 
least three (3) years on or before Aug. 31st of the 
year of entrance. 
 
For admission into Kindergarten, a child must be at 
least five (5) years on or before Aug. 31st of the year 
of entrance. 
 
Please call the school at 492-3435 to schedule an 
appointment time. If you can’t make it on this day, 
please call the school to make other arrangements. 
 
A parent and the child need to be present at the ap-
pointment.  The parent should bring the child’s im-
munization record, official birth certificate, proof of 
residency, and be prepared to fill out registration 
forms. 

Submitted by Marj Congdon 
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
May 3  8-10am *Green Up Day breakfast at Meeting House 
May 3    10am-1pm *Green Up Day trash disposal at Transfer Station 
May 6      7pm   *Shrewsbury Historical Society meeting at museum 
May	
  13	
  	
  	
   12noon	
  	
   Senior	
  Luncheon	
  at	
  Qu’s	
  Whistle	
  Stop	
  on	
  route	
  103.	
  RSVP	
  to	
  Penelope	
  Weiss	
  492-­‐3345	
  
May 16  7:30pm *Sri Lanka with Habitat for Humanity program at the Library 
May 18 3pm  *Science Book Club meets at the Library 
May 18  4pm  *Famous Books Book Club meets at the Library 
May 21   12 noo  *Prayer Shawl Meeting at the home of Judy Pitts 
May 24-25 10-5pm  Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio 
May 31   530pm  *Free Community Supper at the Meeting House sponsored by Shrewsbury Community Church. 
 
* see elsewhere in newsletter for details 

Deadline for submission to 
Times of Shrewsbury is by 

5:00pm on the 20th 

 of each month. 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectmen Meeting     1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders         Tuesdays & Thursdays—9:00am at Meeting House 
Library Trustees’ Meeting      2nd Tuesday—7:00pm  at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Union School Board Mtg   1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Mill River Union High School 
Pierce’s Store Take-Out Meals    Friday nights 
Planning Commission       1st & 3rd Mondays—7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  Sundays—10:00am at Shrewsbury Library, upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Sundays—10:30am at Shrewsbury Center Church 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum  Closed for the season. For appointments call 492-3324. 
Shrewsbury School District Board Mtg  2nd & 4th Mondays—6:30pm at Mountain School 
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds      2nd  Tuesdays—7:00pm at the Snow Angel Tavern  in Mendon 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.    Thursdays—7:00pm at Cuttingsville Station 
Conservation Commission       1ST Tuesday—5pm at Town Office 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Shrewsbury Town Website:  www.shrewsburyvt.org 

Town Clerk’s Office  492-3511                             Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585  
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm; Closed Friday                      Mon-Fri Counter 8am-11am & 12:30pm-4:30pm, 
                      Lobby 7:30am-5:00pm 
Town Treasurer’s Office               Saturday Counter 8am-10:30am;  Lobby 7:30am-10:30am 
492-3558 or 492-3487         
Wed 5pm-7pm             
               Meeting House  492-6050  (Reservations: 492-3649)                              
Transfer Station                 Health Officer  Daphne LeaHemmer 773-7157  
Sun 8am-4pm & Wed 1pm-7pm                           Emergency Management Bert Potter  773-2272  
                    
Shrewsbury Town Library  492-3410    Ambulance  773-1700      
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon       CVPS power outage  1-800-451-2877 
Tues & Thurs 7pm-9pm        Medical—Fire—Police Emergency   Dial  911 
Wed 10am-5pm AND 7pm-9pm       Rutland Hospital  775-7111      110713 

OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 



 4 

Changes are coming! 
Act 148 requires municipalities (whether in solid 
waste districts, towns, town groups, or alliances AND 
haulers) to implement variable rate pricing (aka Pay 
As You Throw/Pay Per Bag) for materials collected 
from residential customers based on volume or 
weight, by July 1, 2015. 
 
Universal Recycling  (ACT 148) Is Now Law 
Act 148 will impact every person in Vermont - resi-
dents, visitors, and businesses. There are phased-in 
mandates and bans in the new law including manda-
tory recycling and landfill bans on leaf and yard 
waste and organics (food scraps). The law focuses 
on diverting waste from landfills and providing more 
consistent, convenient options for recycling and 
composting throughout Vermont. 
 
This law will BAN disposal of certain solid waste from 
landfills including recyclables by July 1, 2015, which 
will include: 
 Ø Aluminum, foil, pie pans, and steel cans  
 Ø Glass bottles/jars from food/drink  
 Ø PET/HDPE plastic containers/bottles/jugs  
 Ø Corrugated cardboard & Boxboard 
 Ø White and mixed paper and paper bags  
 Ø Newspaper, magazines, paper mail 
 Ø Leaf, yard & clean wood waste by July 1, 2016, &  
 Ø Food scraps by 2020, (see below). 
 
Facility owners (such as Town Transfer Stations) 
that offer trash collection must also offer to collect 
          •Recyclables by July 1, 2014 
          •Leaf and yard debris by July 1, 2015 
          •Food scraps by July 1, 2017. 
 

The next  
Household Hazardous Waste  Disposal Day 

in Shrewsbury will be on 
Saturday, September 13, 2014 

 
Information from the Solid Waste Alliance Communi-

ties (including Shrewsbury) Newsletter 
www.rutlandcountyswac.org  
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The Shrewsbury Planning Commission 
 

invites you to an information 
 

“Giving and Gathering” Session 
on the 

Shrewsbury Town Plan 
 

Monday, May 20 at 7:30pm 
At the Meeting House on Lottery Road 

 
This is an informal meeting to discuss proposed 
revisions to the Town Plan. The draft document is 
posted on the town website and limited hard copies 
are available at the Town Office. Note that the re-
quired formal public hearings will be held later in 
the year. 

Submitted by Laura Black 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Up 2013 
 

It s Green Up time again!  Please save the morn-
ing of Saturday, May 4 to enjoy a breakfast at the 
Town Hall, choose a route, and head out to pick 
up trash along Shrewsbury roads. This is certainly 
a labor of love for our Town. The Conservation 
Commission is deeply grateful to those people 
who take the time to participate.  

 

Saturday, May 4 
Breakfast  8–10am 

Trash sorting at Transfer Station 10am–1pm 
(Volunteers Needed!) 

 
Thanks from Your Conservation Commission! For 
questions: shrewsburyconservation@gmail.com  
or 492-2255         

Submitted by Cynthia Thornton 

 
 
 

Solar Power Information Night
Tuesday, May 7 at 7:00pm 

On Tuesday, May 7, at 7:00pm the Shrewsbury 
Conservation Commission will host a Solar Power 
Information Night. 

We will have speakers from the industry (including 
Shrewsbury's own Davis Terrill) as well as local 
homeowners who have experience with solar 
power. 

This is your opportunity to get your questions an-
swered and to learn more about leasing options, 
bulk buying solar farms, etc.   

What can Shrewsbury do to increase solar power 
usage in our town? Come to the Town Meeting 
House on May 7th and let’s find out together! 

Questions? Call Lily French at 492-3304. 

News from 
The Transfer Station

 
 

Paper: Put newspaper in newspaper area only. If 
it’s put in the white paper bin or the magazine bin, 
then I have to remove it. 
Cardboard: Flatten cardboard before putting it in 
the  baler. It should not be any larger than the baler 
and should be folded to fit. 
There were some really freezing days this winter, 
and it’s good to have warm hands again! Now that 
it’s warmer weather, please take time to put things 
in their proper place when you come to the Trans-
fer Station. Let me know if I can help you.  

Thanks,  
Bob Perry 

 
 
Hazardous Waste Collection Day 
Hazardous Waste Collection Day at the Shrews-
bury Transfer Station is scheduled for: 

June 22, 2013 at 1:00-3:30pm 
Please note that residents can attend Hazardous 
Waste Collection dates at ANY of the Towns in the 
Rutland County SWAC network, not just the ones 
scheduled in their Town. Also, residents have year-
round access to the Rutland County Solid Waste 
District’s hazardous waste facility. For more infor-
mation visit: www.rutlandcountyswac.org. 

Dog Licenses- 
Remember it is a State Law V.S.A. § 
3581 that dog owners get their ani-
mals registered every year.  After April 
1 a $4 late fee will be assessed. 

Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 

  

Book Reviews from the Library— 
Two ways to share: Please share your book reviews 
by writing them in the journals kept at the front desk 
at the Library or email to  maplesugar@comcast.net  
THANK YOU! 

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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From the Library— 
Shrewsbury’s REVIEW OF BOOKS 

This is a selection of reviews from our “Readers’ Pick” 
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors! 
Thanks to all our Reviewers this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming to Antarctica: 
Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer 

by Lynne Cox 
!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait, 
the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
 

Where Did I Leave My Glasses? The Where, When, 
and Why of Normal Memory Loss 

by Martha Weinman Lear 
  !!! 

This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
Murder in Belleville 

Murder in the Rue du Paradis 
by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

!!!!!  Fantastic!  
  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
     !!!  Enjoyable 
        !!   Just O.K. 
           !  Not recommended 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARDI GRAS 2013 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
• KITCHEN / CLEANER UPPERS to 

serve food and drinks and help clean 
up after 

• FACE PAINTER for the kids young 
and old! 

• FORTUNE TELLER in your own little 
grotto 

• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 

 
Please call Fran Patten, 492-3706 or 
Roxanne Ramah, 492-3675 to volun-
teer.      Thank you! 
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FREE 
Come and pick it up! 

A light green LL Bean love seat. 
In fair condition. Interested? 

Call Joyce at 492-3542 

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

!

The month of April had been quiet for the SVFD, until 
today. The SVFD responded to a structure fire on 
Eastham Road. A quick response and a direct attack 
on the burning garage quickly brought the fire under 
control. Again, several other departments were on 
site, automatically called because of our mutual aid 
agreements with our neighboring towns. Within a few 
hours, the SVFD responded to a mutual aid call from 
Clarendon Fire for a propane leak. This truly re-
enforces the value of these mutual aid agreements. 
  
On our regular Thursday meeting nights for April, we 
held a business meeting to review the past months 
activities and make plans for the upcoming month. 
We performed small engine maintenance on our 
chainsaws, generators, portable pumps and our jaws 
equipment. We outfitted the trucks with back pack 
pumps, small diameter brush hose, rakes, shovels 
and other hand tools used for fighting brush and for-
est fires. 
  
Now that spring has finally arrived, many of us will be 
cleaning up debris left from the long winter. If a brush 
burn pile is in your future, please remember these 
tips: 

• Stay a safe distance away from structures – 
100 ft     

• Stay away from overhead wires 
• Do not use any accelerants –gas-oil  
• Burn only brush and other natural wood de-

bris- no manufactured wood- insulation -trash 
- tires 

• Have enough help to contain the fire 
• Keep hand tools –fire extinguishers- and wa-

ter close by  
• Never leave an active fire unattended 
• Do not burn on windy days 
• Burn the day after a rain storm 

  
When you decide to burn, always call for a burn 
permit.  Contact Forest Fire Warden Kevin Brown at 
802-345-8668 or 775-6194 or Deputy Forest Fire 
Warden Al Ridlon Jr at 802-282-3642 or 492-2055 
for a burn permit. If you are burning and the fire gets 
out of control, call 911 immediately and remember  
 
     STAY FIRE SAFE !!! 

 
Submitted by Jack Perry 
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FLOOD REPAIR UPDATE 
There are 4 remaining major road repairs needed 
from the impact of Tropical Storm Irene. These are: 
1) Upper Cold River Road (between the covered 
bridge and Cold River Road, 2) the two bridges 
washed out over Sargent Brook near Governor 
Clement and 3) repairs to Brown Covered bridge. 
Here is an update as the schedule currently stands: 
 
Upper Cold River Road 
Design of the repair of the huge landslide is almost 
complete. We have to survey the slide again be-
cause so much more soil has eroded since last fall 
but the plans and bid documents will be completed in 
a few weeks and sent off for final permitting. The so-
lution is to “move” the river back where it originally 
was, away from the base of the slide, build a stone 
buttressed “wall” at the base of the slide area (very 
large blasted stone) and then fill the slide area with 
large angular stone and rebuild the road to the 
bridge. The weight of this material will help keep the 
embankment from continuing to slide and the wall at 
the base will keep the river from eroding the slope. 
This approach has been approved by the State 
stream alteration engineer and the Army Corps of 
Engineers who both have jurisdiction. The project will 
be bid to contractors during may but work can not 
begin until July 1 because of the work in the river it-
self. Construction may take 2-3 months since access 
is not great and the placement of this ballasted slope 
is fussy work. 
 
Sargent Brook Bridges  
The first bridge is in the Appalachian Trail corridor so 
this work is being completely designed and con-
structed by the Federal Highway Administration. We 
are told the project will be out for bids and ready for 
construction to start on July 1 (same reason due to 
work in the stream). That project will also take a few 
months at least. The smaller bridge beyond has 
been designed by our firm but can not be built until 
the first bridge is complete. Since the Town has no 
control over the first bridge, and no work can be 
usually be done in streams after mid-October, the 
second bridge may have to wait until July, 2015. 
 
Brown Covered Bridge Repairs  
The Town has received a grant for the bridge itself to 
get some significant repairs. This is a project being 
designed and coordinated by VTrans, not the Town. 
However, VTrans is reluctant to have the bridge work 
completed at the same time as the landslide repair 
because two contractors may need to work in the 
same space. The Town would like both projects to 
happen at the same time and we are discussing this 
with VTrans. But, there is the strong possibility that 

2

the bridge work will be done next year, after the road 
repair is completed. This may mean some period of 
bridge closure next year also. But, there is still time 
for more discussion. 
 
That’s it. Our little town was one the hardest hit by 
Irene but we are so much off the beaten path, few 
outside of Town knew about it. But, the Town has 
been very fortunate to receive the aid it has received 
and the Town’s roads and bridges will be much bet-
ter prepared for another event in the future. Call if 
you have any questions. 

Mark Youngstrom 

Recent sign posted on the Tin Shanty Road to honor 
the Arthur Family                     Photo by Barb Griffith 

 
TOWN WEBSITE 

 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 

 
Same address 

New Look starting May 1 
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Book Reviews from the Library— 
Two ways to share: Please share your book reviews 
by writing them in the journals kept at the front desk 
at the Library or email to  maplesugar@comcast.net  
THANK YOU! 

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
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the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
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This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
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by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
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Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
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up after 
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• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 
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FREE 
Come and pick it up! 

A light green LL Bean love seat. 
In fair condition. Interested? 

Call Joyce at 492-3542 

The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kid 
★★★ 

 This is the story of Sarah Grinke, a slave owner in 
Charleston and the parallel story of her slave Hetty or 
Handful, her mother’s name for her.  Sarah and her sis-
ter became abolitionists and women’s rights activists.  I 
found the beginning of the Women’s 
Rights Movement very interesting.  The book is a novel 
but is based on some real facts.     

 Anonymous Reviewer  
 

Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese 
★★★★★ 

This is a rich story about the passion of medicine, sur-
gery, and surgeons and is set in Ethiopia on the brink of 
revolution. Every character is unforgettable, but the story 
revolves around twin brothers born of a taboo union be-
tween a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British sur-
geon. 

Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick 
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The Roving Reporter Asked: 
    What do you remember from your childhood about dandelions? 

! “They’re all over the world, and they seem to fret a lot of people” CMc 
! “We made dandelion chains.” -DW 
! “The yellow that it leaves on your nose” -LB 
! “My mom used to pay me 25 cents  to fill up a paper bag!” -PM 
! “Eating the wonderful greens in salads before the blossoms came out.” -TM 
! “My folks made me go around with a little dandelion digger and dig them     
 up In our  lawn.” -KB 
! “We used to put them under our chin. If there was a reflection of yellow, it    
 meant you liked butter.” –DB 

! “I remember a neighbor trying to dig up all the seeds that we had blown toward her yard!” –BG 
! “Mother made dandelion wine one summer. It made her sick and it wasn’t pretty!” -CT 
! “We blow them so the seeds go everywhere. You can braid them in your hair too!” –ES 
! “I remember somebody telling me that gossiping was like blowing on a dandelion, once the 
 seeds are scattered, you can’t get them back.” -ME 

Spring 
by Nancy “Rill” Bell 

 
A time of long beginnings 
Of pastel lace and promise, 
Of fecund incantations and pheromones; 
A heightened awareness. 
I am moved to keep track, like Noah, 
Of the pairings, two by two, 
The incessant ritual of continuity is here! 
A chorus of peepers, then wood frogs, 
Then toads and tree frogs come in on cue. 
Warblers: Blackburnian, Blue throated, 
Chestnut sided, sing the woods into leaf and 
life.  
Mole, vole, mouse, snack and staple of  
So many others feathered and furred, 
Scurry about for a meal and become one.  
Foxes trotting together, courting and   
Noting neighborhood chickens, 
Oblivious to all, save each other. 
Shad Bush, Shadblow, Shadapple,   
Many names usher spawning shad upriver. 
This first shout of blossoms and copper leaves 
-   
A hallelujah (!), heralds winter’s end.  
Also called Serviceberry, it marks frost out and  
The burial of the cold weather dead. 
It greets those with intentions to hold on 
To see one last Spring. I have wondered 
If there are a preponderance of deaths 
In this fickle season of hope and late snows. 
Is anyone keeping track?  
Keeping faith? 
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•MANY THANKS to Gerry & Chryl Martin and Sandy 
& Kristi Bragg for their wonderful presentation on 
their hiking trips in England; the beautiful images and 
engaging conversation made many of us want to 
take to those trails (and stop at those pubs!). 
 
•MANY THANKS to members of the SVFD -- Bob 
Snarski, Ray Dambrackas, and Jon Lees for taking 
the time to make a Pre-Planning Visit to the Library, 
to give us recommendations for fire safety. Special 
thanks to JON for repairing a broken door latch! 
 
•We’re very pleased to announce that Gery & Chryl , 
who have been serving as winter trustees, will be-
come full-time board members. We now have a wait-
ing list for this half-year position, but are happy to 
add more interested people to the list. We’re gratified 
to have such a wealth of volunteers! 

Coming Events: 
Friday, May 16 @ 7:30pm: SRI LANKA WITH 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY presented by Terry & Se-
amus Martin and Stan & Louise Duda, who traveled 
there on a build last January. Come for photographs 
of a fascinating place, stories of an ancient culture, 
and an inspiring example of volunteer cooperation! 
 
[Please be aware that seating in the Meeting Room is 

limited; arrive early to be sure of a place.] 
 
Continuing Programs: 
Sunday, May 18 @ 3:00pm (a change from the regu-
lar time): SCIENCE BOOK CLUB discusses Ever 
Since Darwin by Stephen Jay Gould. 
 
Sunday, May 18 @ 4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK 
CLUB discusses Wonder by R. J. Palacio, the Ver-
mont Humanities Council choice for the 2014 “Ver-
mont Reads” program. A novel for young readers and 
adults about physical difference, this book is thought-
provoking and moving. Books are available at the Li-
brary. 
 
Sundays @ 3:30pm. QUILTERS’ GROUP: Please 
contact Gail Hartigan: 492-3605. 
 
Alternate Thursdays @ 7pm: WRITERS’ GROUP. 
Please contact Martha Izzi (492-3346) or Penelope 
Weiss (492-3345). See the April Times of Shrews-
bury for an article about the group! 

New Books Include: 
•Flash Boys by Michael Lewis: The author of The Big 
Short reports on the stock brokers who tried to re-
form how the stock market operates 
 
•Love and War by James Carville and Mary Matalin: 
America’s most famous political 
couple -- he’s a Democrat, she’s a Republican -- tell 
about their marriage and move to New Orleans 
 
•Shotgun Lovesongs by Nickolas Butler: A novel 
about a rock star who returns to the small town 
where he grew up 
 
•Anatomy of an Epidemic: Magic Bullets, Psychiatric 
Drugs, and  the Astonishing Rise of Mental Illness in 
America by Robert Whitaker: A ground- breaking re-
port on the treatment of mental illness, by the author 
of Mad in America. 
 
New DVDs include: 
•The First Grader: A documentary about a former 
Mau Mau fighter in Kenya who went to school for the 
first time as an 84-year old. 
 
New Audio Books include: 
•The Bully Pulpit by Doris Kearns Goodwin: about 
Presidents William Howard Taft and Theodore Roo-
sevelt 
 
•Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus Nazareth by 
Reza Aslan. 

There are some exciting things happening in the Ben 
Perry room of the Library. Doris Perry, Linda Olney 
and I are organizing the picture books with hopes of 
making them more accessible to young children. 
This small library has an excellent selection of both 
children’s and young adult books, as well as games, 
toys, and puzzles; we are working on getting a col-
lection of Legos donated. 
  
We would love to meet and talk with any families 
with children, and will be hosting an open house in 
the future. 
 
The Ben Perry Room and the Young Adult room are 
bright, cozy and comfortable with nooks to snuggle 
up in with a book, or  a nice place to be read to. We 
would love to see more young people of all ages us-
ing the space, and welcome any ideas or sugges-
tions. 
 
If I can be of help, please call me at 492-3529.  

Pam Grace, Children’s Librarian 

NOTES FROM  
THE CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN 
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This past month I was miles away in New Mexico 
finishing up my studies in Hypnotherapy. Hypnother-
apy is about working with our subconscious minds to 
help change negative beliefs or behaviors we may 
have about ourselves into positive ones. I have 
found it effective in both my personal and profes-
sional life. While I was gone, Tim held done the 
Pierce's Fort. I came home to find the house freshly 
spring cleaned both inside and out. And no snow! I 
love the snow, but I am ready to see what life is like 
at Pierces in the spring. 
 
Now that the weather is getting warmer, Tim set up a 
table on the back porch so that we may enjoy our 
meals looking out at the roaring creek behind the 
house. A bridge Gordon had built a long time ago 
was washed away during Irene. Only the granite 
base on each side of the creek remains. We are con-
templating building a new one. The birds have been 
visiting the feeders I set up. I'm not ready to bring 
them inside, yet, even though I know other animals 
will be attracted to the feeders, too. 
 
The back porch was built by Marjorie's father way 
back when. There is a great picture of the porch on 
page 151 of The Vermonters The Pierces of North 
Shrewsbury by Karen D. Lorentz. I would love to rec-
reate that comfortable looking porch! It was so invit-
ing. Today, it is a mismatch of all our toys, Tim's 
workshop, and as I stated before, our eating nook. 
 
I can imagine all the good times the Pierces had on 

!

 

LIFE 
AT 

PIERCE’S!

2

that porch. Visiting with friends and family, reading, 
and music, and birthday celebrations, such as Marjo-
rie's. Her birthday was May 1, 1903. She would have 
been 111 years old this month! She was 98 years old 
when she died. Marjorie's family ran Pierce's General 
Store from 1918 to 1993. After working as a teacher 
for many years, she came back to help run the store 
in 1958. Many of you knew Marjorie and her family. 
Tim and I only have heard bits and pieces.... 
 
During school my hand ached from taking so many 
notes. This reminded me of a conversation I had with 
Ahmet, our neighbor.  He told me how one of Marjo-
rie's hobbies was recording her family's genealogy. 
She would hand write all her notes and then rewrite 
them to make the notes legible.  After that, she 
would type the notes with historical intentions.   He 
said the light in the kitchen would always be on late 
into the evening.  Marjorie would be tapping away on 
the keyboard with one finger. One finger! He told me 
how she was a wealth of historical information. She 
was friendly and loved kids. Halloween night was a 
big night at the General Store passing out penny 
candy to the trick or treaters. Several people have 
told me she had an old Volkswagen bug. Glendon 
made a wooden key and attached it to her car to 
make it look like a wind up toy.   The car was as well 
known as Marjorie herself. 
 
Marjorie and her family were well known figures in 
the Shrewsbury community. I am told Marjorie had 
presence and good energy. We feel it living at the 
house. It was nice to learn a little more about her and 
an appropriate time to honor her for the month of 
May. There is a saying, “if these walls could talk”. 
Luckily, we have neighbors and friends who are 
helping our walls indeed talk! 

Submitted by Stacy McKiernan 

Local Farmer’s Markets 
Ludlow:  (Opens May 23) Every Friday 4-7pm on Okemo Mountain School lawn,  53 Main St., Ludlow 
 
Rutland: (Opens May 10 & 13) Every Saturday 9am-2pm and Tuesday 3pm-6pm in downtown Rutland. 
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Civil War Letters to Home 
On April 10th, 1863, 
George Wellington Foster 
of Cuttingsville celebrated 
his 23rd birthday while 
serving 9 month’s duty 
during the Civil War in an-
swer to the call of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln. He 
was also a very young 
groom, having married his 
sweetheart, Leona Adams 
of Cuttingsville before his 
tour of duty as a drummer 
for his regiment. 
 

In a letter to his beloved wife dated April 19, 1863, 
Wolf Run Shoals, Va., he said: "Newton Pratt staffed 
with me last night just to keep me company. He and I 
took a walk yesterday and were passing through a 
large orchard on a high piece of ground and near a 
large farm house, when we were joined by the pro-
prietor of the estate. He pointed out to us Manassas 
fortifications and Junction and Manassas Gap, also 
Bull Run, and many places of interest that could be 
seen from his farm." 
 
"His name is Ford and his mother was born at Mount 
Vernon. His grandfather had charge of Mt. Vernon all 
the time that Gen. Washington was in the army. Mr. 
Ford has been Judge for this county 12 years and 
was well acquainted with John A. Washington, the 
late owner of Mt. Vernon (who was shot by our 
spies). His grandfather’s name was Fairfax on his 
mother’s side and this county was named after the 
family. Mr. Ford is, or has been quite a man in his 
day. I can see very plainly his sympathies with the 
secesh for he called John A. Washington a just and 
upright man in all things and spoke in favor of the 
south. He is secesh to the backbone." (Editor’s note: 
secesh means Confederate sympathizer.) 
 
[I went online to see if I could find anything about 
John A. Washington. Sure enough, an article dated 
September 14, 1861 from The New York Times 
states the following: "CLARKSBURGH, Va., Friday, 
Sept. 13. The rebels commenced an advance on 
both pikes yesterday morning, towards Elk Water 
and Chest Mountain Summit. They succeeded in 
surrounding the fort on the Summit, and cut the tele-
graph wire. They continued to advance on Elk Water 
until within two miles of our troops, when a few shells 
from Loomis’ Battery dispersed them. Skirmishing 
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was kept up all night. This morning two regiments 
were sent to cut their way through to the summit and 
succeeded, the rebels retreating in all directions. 
Two rebel officers, spying, found the camp at Elk 
Water this morning were surprised by our pickets 
and shot. The body of one was brought into camp 
and it proved to be that of Col. John A. Washington, 
of Mount Vernon."] 
 
On May 10th, Foster made these observations: 
"Strawberries are all blown out and there is plenty of 
them. Blackberry bushes are plenty and grape vines 
everywhere. Wild rose bushes grow thick around 
here, also black snakes, lizards, big spiders, wood 
ticks and body lice. Whippoorwills sing us to sleep at 
night. Quails and all sorts of the feathered tribe visit 
us in the morning." 
 
And on May 29th, he wrote his wife: "I wish you 
could be down here a little while. I would show you 
some of the country. It is very beautiful here now. All 
the trees are leaved out almost to their full bigness 
and their foliage is most splendid. There is more 
wood in these parts than in Vermont. More than I ex-
pected to see when I came to Virginia. The land is as 
hilly as at home, tho the hills are not quite so lofty. I 
saw a piece of clover yesterday that was over a foot 
tall and looked fit to cut tho it was not in the bloom. 
This would be a pleasant place to live in if we had 
Vermont people to live with." 
 
Foster wrote to his wife on May 24th: "Do you know 
when calculated going to market and is father Adams 
going to keep ready made clothing? I heard some of 
the boys say that they wanted clothing when they got 
home and they had rather buy off Adams than any-
body else for he always sizes the boys well. (Editor’s 
note: The Adams’s store was located on Rt. 103, op-
posite the old Brick store. The original building was 
destroyed in the 1903 fire.) 
 
"We are having hot weather. The sun rises and sets 
red and grows more red every day. The atmosphere 
is smoking and is filled with delightful perfumes. The 
locust trees are very plenty here and are all blown 
out. We had a review yesterday of the Regiment bat-
tery and cavalry. Gen. Stannard and staff were over 
to review them. It took place at 10 o’clock and was 
awful hot. We came near melting down into our 
boots. I never saw so good marching and a better 
review." 
 
The first Meeting of the SHS for 2014 will take 
place on Tuesday evening, 7pm, May 6. All are wel-
come 

Submitted by Ruth Winkler 
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Credo? 
By Martha Herbert Izzi, 

 
I drifted into the new year 
without my usual resolve 

to do something. Anything 
really. 

Midnight washed over me 
like a mighty wave that deposits 
wood or weed onto the wet sand. 

Unplanned. 
I lay there.   Do I build a castle? 

Do I care about castles? 
Do I believe in castles? Do I believe? 

 
Three friends missed the fun 
of welcoming the new year. 

They left soon 
before the party began. 
I wonder if they knew 

what they believed then or 
ever? 

I cannot ask them. 
They left on an outgoing wave 

and drifted. 

     
 

GREENHOUSE OPEN 
in Shrewsbury 

Sundays May 18th & May 25th from 9 am – 2 pm 
 

Vegetable seedlings 
Culinary & Medicinal Herbs 

 
Pre-order Plants for home gardeners with discounts for bulk buying. Contact us for 
a list of varieties and prices. Grown organically, over 100 different varieties! 
 
CSA Veggie Shares with pick-up in Shrewsbury or Rutland Farmers’ Market.  
 
224 Frank Lord Road, Shrewsbury  
(802) 492-2087        Lindsay & Scott Courcelle 
alchemygardens@gmail.com        www.AlchemyGardensVT.com 

!

The seeds spring forth 
Growing with the light. 
We spring forth 
Growing with the light. 
Transformed by love 
The hope of a new 
and better world. 

Rita Lane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Crocus 

Bloomed 
April 2, 2009 
April 1, 2010 

April 11, 2014  

What I Learned This Winter 
by Gary Salmon 

 
What a Polar Vortex is! 

 
Snow should be dealt with 
fresh fallen; not after it has 

settled! 
 

A red fox will eat suet from 
beneath a bird feeder after 

dark. 
 

Mailbox hinges always fail 
on the side that the snowplow 

came from. 
 

You can always tell which 
of your neighbors are using old 

wood stoves by the soot spots on the 
backs of the hands and forearms. 

 
What a great Town Road Crew 

looks like: SHREWSBURY!! 
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The Shrewsbury Community Church 

Compiled by Sue Ransom-Kelley 

Community Church Calendar 
Sundays  9am-10am: Center Church, join Licia Gambino 
Hamilton in singing music from the shape note tradition, 
as well as madrigals and world music.  For more info, 
contact Licia at 492-3792 or hamgam@vermontel.net 
 
May 4 @ 1030am: Worship Service and Holy Commun-
ion @ Center Church-Rev. Bob  Boutwell. Please bring a 
non-perishable food item.  
 
May 11 @ 1030am: Worship Service led by Rev. Cindy 
Yee. 
 
May 18 @ 1030am: Worship  Service led by Rev. Skip 
Dickinson. 
 
May 21 @ 12 noon: 	
  	
   Prayer	
   Shawl	
   Meeting.	
   	
   The	
   next	
  
meeting	
  will	
  take	
  place	
  at	
  the	
  home	
  of	
  Judy	
  Pitts.	
  Call	
  Judy	
  at	
  
775-­‐0678	
   to	
   let	
   her	
   know	
   if	
   you	
   can	
   attend.	
  	
   Please	
   bring	
   a	
  
bag	
  lunch	
  and	
  drinks	
  and	
  dessert	
  will	
  be	
  provided.	
  
 
May 25 @ 1030am: Worship Service led by Pastor Rita 
Lane. 
 
May 31 @ 530pm: Free Community Supper Town 
Hall/Meeting House . All are Welcome! 

FREE Community Supper 
May 31 at 5:30pm Town Hall/Meeting House 

Come One ! Come All! 
Live Music, Fun! Free and open to the communi-
ty. To help us plan please call Earl or Julanne 
Sharrow @ 492-3361 to leave a message letting  
us know how many are coming. However, calling 
is not required, walk-ins are welcome! Have a 
neighbor who can’t get out? Let us know and we 
can make a dinner to go. 

Send your check made out to Shrewsbury Community Church to:  
 Shrewsbury Community Church, c/o Sue Kelley, PO Box 366 Shrewsbury VT 05738 
 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Donation amount _______ $5   or   ______other amount. 

In memory or in the name of:___________________________________________________    

Community Sharing Project 
The Community Sharing Project is a local volunteer 
organization, under the Shrewsbury Community 
Church, which helps families, elderly and people with 
disabilities in need. Requests may be made for gro-
ceries, child or adult clothing needs. Items will be dis-
tributed in December. 
 
The ability to help members of our community is total-
ly dependent on the amount of donations received 
and the help from local volunteers.  Stay tuned for 
more information on this exciting new project! 
This year as we celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday 
May 11 and Father’s Day on June 15 we are honoring 
and remembering Mothers and Fathers by designat-
ing these two days as “Community Sharing Days”. 
We are accepting donations of $5 in memory or in 
honor of Mothers and Fathers. Donations will go to 
the Community Sharing Project. All remembrances 
will be listed in our Sunday Bulletins on Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day and in a future edition of the Times 
of Shrewsbury.                                                                                      

Food Items Needed 
We are in need of non-perishable food items to re-
stock the food shelf. Please being items to the 
Shrewsbury Community Church any Sunday between 
9am-12pm. Thank you            

Mission Project Event  
Julanne Sharrow and I were fortunate to be able to 
attend the SW Assoc of the UCC  Mission Day “Be-
yond Our Walls.” We gathered with others from South 
Western VT at the 2nd Congregational Church in Ben-
nington. We spent the day learning what mission 
work is being done in our church communities and 
working on Mission Projects. Juleanne and I worked 
with two other ladies putting together 165 School Kits. 
We were exhausted at the end of the day but we real-
ly enjoyed the project and the opportunity to work, 
learn and worship with folks from other churches. It 
was rewarding to think of the kids who may receive 
the School Kits.  
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Think Spring; Plant a Tree 
Once you have planted a tree you never have 
to ask why again. You just know because it is 
a part of each of us. For those who have yet 
to plant a tree here are just a few of the real 
reasons that trees end up as a part of our 
lives in our yards, streets, parks, town greens, 
cemeteries, downtowns, and other spaces 
made more beautiful by green. 
  
We plant trees to fill an empty space in our 
communities and ourselves. Both spaces can 
be filled; one with a tree and the other with a 
smile saying “well done.”  
  
We plant trees because it is a direct action 
you can take to improve the scenery. You on-
ly need look at a street or house or park or 
downtown without trees to see the difference 
that trees can make. 
  
We plant trees just to share the experience.  
Trees are best planted with friends. The more 
the better – friends and trees. 
  
We plant trees for squirrels to play in; branch 
to branch, tree to tree. Help those creatures 
tree dependent for a part of their lives. Give 
them places to nest, hide, find food, eat in-
sects, and live. Plant a tree.    
  
We plant trees to give a third dimension to the 
shrubs and flowers that live in a lower strata.  
Itʼs called a plant community and is made bet-
ter by both short and tall. 
  
We plant trees for our children and our com-
munities for these are the beautiful parts of 
our lives. All three (trees, children, and com-
munity) will grow larger and more beautiful as 
they grow older. Our legacy. 
  
For information on the HOW of planting trees 
contact the newly appointed Shrewsbury Tree 
Warden Gary Salmon.  

Submitted by Gary Salmon 
 gsalmon@vermontel.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for LEGOS! 
 
The Shrewsbury Library is seeking donations of LEGOS 
for future programs.  We welcome all sizes and shapes, 
kits are not necessary.  
 
Keep an eye out for the LEGO program when we have 
collected enough Legos.  
 

Questions? 
Call Doris Perry 492-3440 or Pam Grace 492-3529 
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After a long and rather severe winter, it is truly a 
joy to turn toward the sun and think about the many 
wonderful events and activities that will take place at 
MRUHS in the month of May. 
 
National Honor Society:  The National Honor Soci-
ety members are hosting a Chocolate Tasting event 
on Saturday, May 3, from 5:00-8:00pm. at the Amer-
ican Legion Post 31 in Rutland to raise money for 
this year’s holiday basket program. 
 
Loyalty Day Parade:  This year’s Loyalty Day Pa-
rade will take place on Sunday, May 4,  beginning at 
2:00pm. The 115 member (Grades 7-12) Mill River 
Marching Band will step out playing “America the 
Beautiful” and the “Armed Forces Salute”.  Students 
memorize the music to both pieces, and it is a joy to 
watch them march down the streets of Rutland to 
commemorate a day set aside for the reaffirmation of 
loyalty to the United States and the  heritage of 
American freedom. 
 
All State Parade:  The marching band will also par-
ticipate in this year’s All State Music Parade  in St. 
Johnsbury on Wednesday, May 7th.  This is the 
grand opening of the All State Honors Music Festival 
that will be held from May 8-10 at St. Johnsbury 
Academy.  Fifteen MRUHS musicians were selected 
by audition to participate this year.  
 
Stage 20 Production:  The 7th and 8th grade Stage 
20 production will be performed on May 9th and 10th 
at 7:30 P.M. in the school’s theatre.  This year’s 
show is The Coming of the Kings.  The play, written 
by Ted Hughes, follows the story of the Nativity in a 
magical way. The show will incorporate shadow 
puppets to tell this tale of an innkeeper and his wife 
who are visited by a cast of characters awaiting, for 
their own reasons, the arrival of a mysterious guest.  
All seats for this production are $5. 
 
Job Shadow Day:  All eighth graders will participate 
in a Job Shadow Day on Friday, May 16th.  The pur-
pose of this event is to give students the opportunity 
to follow someone whose chosen career path is 
something they are considering themselves. 
 
The Prom: The MRUHS Prom will be held on Satur-
day, May 17, from 8:00- 12:00pm. at The Holiday 
Inn.  Family and friends are invited to stop by at 
11:00pm to see the crowning of the king and queen 
and the announcing of the court. 
 
Celebration of the Arts / Art Work:  This year’s art 
show will feature visual art work from both high 
school and middle school art classes displayed in the 
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school library.  Highlights include life-size tape fig-
ures by the high school sculpture students, as well 
as silk paintings by the high school painting class.  
The extensive high school digital photography dis-
play will be in the cafeteria.  Middle school clay 
bowls and sculptures are displayed in the main en-
trance display cases as well as in the school library.  
Middle school students studying the work of glass 
artist Dale Chihuly will create a non-glass piece 
based on his work.  Art work will be displayed from 
6:30pm Tuesday evening through 9:00pm Thursday 
evening. 
 
Celebration of the Arts / Instrumental Concert 
and Art Show:  The first night of this year’s Celebra-
tion of the Arts will be held on Tuesday, May 20, 
from 7:00 – 9:00pm.  The students are working on 
Symphony #1 by Johan DeMeij, a very challenging 
piece of music inspired by J.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings.  The two parade pieces performed this year 
by the marching band will also be performed, and 
veterans and current members of the military in the 
audience will be asked to stand during the Armed 
Forces Salute.     
 
Celebration of the Arts / Vocal Concert and Art 
Show:  The second night of this year’s Celebration 
of the Arts will be held on Thursday, May 22.  The 
students are working on Beethoven’s Halleluja from 
the Mount of Olives with piano accompaniment.  This 
is a very difficult piece, and it is exciting to see our 
vocalists challenging their focus and skill.   
 
Memorial Day Parades:  The MRUHS Band will al-
so be marching in Memorial Day Parades on Sun-
day, May 25 in Middletown Springs at 3:00pm and in 
Wallingford on Monday, May 26,  at 10:00am.  
 
Odyssey of the Mind:  The Mill River Union High 
School Odyssey of the Mind Team placed first in this 
year’s 35th Annual Statewide Competition held on 
March 22 at Champlain Valley Union High School.  
Members of this year’s team are sophomores Rachel 
Patch, Collin Stoodley, Alyssa LuBow, Gabrielle 
Lazzaro, and Skyler Ambrose. They are being 
coached by Rebecca Patch, a graduate of MRUHS 
who is currently attending CSC.  They will be com-
peting at the World Finals from May 27 – June 1 on 
the Iowa State University Campus in Ames, Iowa. 
The OM Team is holding a spaghetti supper on May 
16 from 6:00 – 8:00pm. as a fundraiser to aid in fi-
nancing their trip.  Tickets are $10. for adults and 
$7.00 for children under 12 and seniors.  Take out 
will be available!     

Sally-Anne Snarski 492-3505  
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MESSAGE FROM MONTPELIER 
The House side of the Legislature has acted on the 
major tax and spending bills. The Misc.Tax and 
Property Tax Bills raised many fees and the educa-
tion property tax rate. The increases in revenue were 
proposed by the Ways and Means Committee. Many 
fees are set to respond to the money required to 
administer through the Office of Professional regula-
tion the many registered professions in our state. My 
areas of concern are the reduction in the Research 
and Development Tax Credit, and the large tax in-
crease in e-cigarettes at the wholesale level. The 
Property Tax Rate Bill passed with a four-cent in-
crease, which had been proposed to be as high as 
seven cents. It contains changes over several years 
to small school grants, the renter rebate program, 

2

and creates a property tax appeals study. The bill 
would also require that one-third of any general fund 
surplus be committed to pay the health care obliga-
tion for retired teachers. The tax rate is adjusted to 
reflect the statewide spending on schools. The sev-
en-cent increase was lower because spending went 
up by a lower amount than anticipated.  
 
The big budget bill includes the money required to 
operate state government, fulfill our commitments in 
the areas of human resources, grants, and school 
funding. I hope to see some spending reductions, 
and lower the need to raise the necessary related 
taxes offered by the Senate side.  
 
The bill to address the underfunded teacher pension 
fund is being considered. H.673 would begin to 
change how the retired teachers health care costs 
are being paid. The bill as proposed would increase 
the weekly contribution for non-vested and new 
teachers into the system from 5% to 6%. It would 
also require an annual assessment paid by the hiring 
school district for each new teacher. This amount 
would be set annually, but also needs to be paid 
each year. This is a real cause for concern as it 
would be placed on local school budgets and paid by 
the property tax. The assessment starting in 2015 
has an estimated first-year cost of $1,072. I have 
mentioned in previous articles that this underfunded  
obligation is a serious concern. The proposals in the 
bill were worked out by the State Treasurer, Gover-
nor’s Administration, School Boards Association, and 
the Vermont – NEA and will not likely be changed. 
My understanding is this is an attempt to move  
some of their health care cost to the Education Fund. 
One question unknown at this point is whether mov-
ing to a single-payer system in 2017 would help ad-
dress the problem.  
 
On the lighter side, the Mount Holly mammoth tooth 
and tusk will become our state’s official ‘terrestrial 
fossil’ with the signing of Fish and Wildlife Bill H.589. 
It was added  as an amendment to the bill by Sena-
tor Alice Nitka. The Mount Holly Historical Museum 
Board and our elementary school appreciate her ac-
tion, and can now look forward to requesting a state 
historic site marker be erected near the site of where 
the fossils were discovered, when the last spike was 
driven to complete the railroad from Burlington to 
Boston, and our fossils being named our state’s co-
fossil along with the Charlotte whale.  
 
Please contact me at 802-259-2460, or with a mes-
sage at ddevereux@leg.state.vt.us.     

Rep. Dennis Devereux 

Mill River Union High School News 
A Message from Principal Pomeroy: Professional 
Learning Communities (PLCs) have grown to be a 
useful tool for the staff to use in order to improve 
student learning. Our meetings are planned with this 
year’s goal being to create common assessments 
that will be used to determine how students are do-
ing in all areas of learning here at MRU. These as-
sessments will allow us to adjust our instruction in 
order to meet students’ needs better. An example, 
from the English department, is having students 
create an “argument essay”. Argument is a style 
similar to persuasive in that it tells the author’s point 
of view and allows space for counter argument. The 
difference is that an argument is not trying to con-
vince someone of the “rightness” of his or her argu-
ment, but merely to state it well. The Leadership 
Team continues to guide this work. We have just a 
few more PLC Wednesdays left, and we will be 
providing a report to the board about how it has 
gone and the recommendations for possible inclu-
sion in the schedule next year. We will also be ad-
dressing the issue of lost instructional time in that 
report.  
 
Looking Back: On Wednesday, April 30th, a Dia-
logue Day was held for students in Grades 7&8 to 
discuss this year’s extended TA theme of nutrition. 
The day featured two panel discussions, a book dis-
cussion group, a video and a healthy snack. The 
first panel focused on the food industry, and presen-
tations were made by the Abby Group, a local 
farmer who sells produce to the school, and the Rut-
land Farmers’ Market director. The second panel 
was oriented towards fitness and featured presenta-
tions by a personal trainer, a chiropractor, and facul-
ty members Ms. Valente and Mrs. Striglia.  

Submitted by Sally Snarski 
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Wallingford Rotary Club News 
Wallingford Rotary Club is pleased to announce its 
newest member – Shrewsbury’s Randell Barclay. 
Our Rotary Club is based in Wallingford – the village 
where Rotary’s founder Paul Harris grew up. How-
ever, the Club has had many members from 
Shrewsbury over the years, and Randell continues 
that tradition. Our Rotary Club also wants to make 
sure that parents (and grandparents) are aware of 
the following upcoming events which are open to 
Shrewsbury’s children: 
 
Bicycle Safety Day: Saturday, May 17 at the Walling-
ford Elementary School, from 10am to 12:30pm. At-
tendees will receive a bicycle helmet, personally se-
lected and fitted. Bring your bicycle for a safety in-
spection and tune-up, and to practice your riding 
skills on our obstacle courses. Enter for a chance to 
win a new bicycle of your choice, or other prizes. Hot 
dogs, face painting and much more – all offered 
without charge as a service to our community.  
 
Annual Fishing Clinic: Saturday morning, June 7 at 
beautiful Glendenning Pond on West Hill Road in 
Wallingford. Save the date! We’ll provide details in 
the June issue of the Times. 

Submitted by Barry Griffith 

National Healthcare Decisions Day--April 16 
April 16 designates National Healthcare Decisions 
Day, an initiative to encourage people to express 
their wishes regarding healthcare and for providers 
and facilities to respect those wishes, whatever they 
may be. Start the Conversation was created to en-
courage families to learn and talk about end-of-life 
care before a health crisis or serious 
sis.  The program uses interactive worksheets, dis-
cussions, and questionnaires to help with under-
standing of options and talk about them with fami-
ly. For info about National Healthcare Decision Day: 
www.StartTheConversationVT.org and 
www.nationalhealthcaredecisionsday.org. 

Advanced Directives Assistance 
If you need help completing an Advance Directive 
you can: 
• Call the Community Health Team at 773-9888 or  
• Visit www.rrmc.org- type Advance Directive in the 

search function view a video or 
• Call the Rutland Community Health Center @ 

773-3386.  
It’s never too early to put in writing your wishes 
should you need serious medical or hospice care.  

Submitted by Sue Ransom-Kelley 
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March 31: Ruth and Con Winkler 
have a young deer that comes to 
their apple trees every morning and 
he/she finds the apples in the snow 
using its nose. 

Photo by Brian Winkler 

Kick Off the Summer 
at  

QU’S WHISTLE STOP  
CABOOSE GRAND OPENING 

Saturday, May 3 
11am until 4pm 

 
Entertainment begins at 1pm 

Games for the Kids 
 

Soft Serve Ice Cream, Sundaes,  
Foot Long Hot Dogs – and more! 

 
    Hours (Subject to change due to inclement weather) 
Sunday:   8am – 3pm 
Monday:   7am – 3pm 
Tuesday:   7am – 3pm 
Wednesday:  Closed 
Thursday:  7am – 7pm 
Friday:   7am – 7pm 
Saturday:   7am – 7pm 
 

Follow Us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/quswhistlestop 

(802) 772-7012 
212 VT Route 103 – North Clarendon 

QusWhistleStop@gmail.com 

Put More Healthy Food on Your Table  
For older Vermonters, good nutrition is very important. It 
helps you stay active and helps 
prevent sickness. The high costs of food, fuel and health 
care are making it hard for many seniors to put good food 
on the table. 3SquaresVT can help. 3SquaresVT helps 
you stretch your food budget and buy more food. It comes 
as a monthly 
 
dollar benefit either on a debit card called an EBT card or 
as cash directly deposited into your bank account. Older 
Vermonters who take part are not taking money away 
from others in need. Anyone who qualifies can receive 
benefits; there is enough for everyone. Plus, spending 
benefits in Vermont 
adds money to our economy, so you are helping support 
local grocers and farmers. It’s good for you and good for 
Vermont. 
 
Elders with gross incomes below 185% of federal poverty 
levels do not have a resource limit, so savings don’t count. 
The 185% income limit is $1,773 for a single person or 
$2,393 for a couple. If your income is over these numbers, 
you could still be eligible. If so, you do have a resource 
limit, but your house, car, and retirement savings do not 
count as resources. Your 3SquaresVT benefit will not 
count as income either, so your eligibility for other pro-
grams like Medicare will not be at risk. 
 
Many Vermonters are facing challenges right now. Every-
one needs access to healthy food, and 3SquaresVT is 
here to help. 1 in 6 Vermonters take part, including thou-
sands of senior citizens. As an elder, you’ve worked hard 
all your life and you have earned the help you can get 
now. For info visit www.vermontfoodhelp.com or call the 
Senior Helpline at the Southwestern Vermont Council on 
Aging at 1-800-642-5119. 

TOWN WEBSITE 
 

www.shrewsburyvt.org 
Same address 

New Look starting May 1 

!!!!
!!!!

NATURE  S TURN, LLC 
Gerry Martin 
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One for the Records 
A group is organizing an attempt on the Guinness Book of 
World Records - Longest Contra Dance Line. This event is to 
be held on Saturday, June 7, 2014 on the Campus of the Col-
lege of St. Joseph in Rutland. The Guinness Event is to begin 
at 3:00pm when people line up and perform the attempt. This 
will be followed by a large community potluck and end with a 
large regular contra dance that evening in the gymnasium. 
The Guinness Event and potluck are free and open to the 
public with free T-Shirts. The Evening Dance has a fee with 
two national bands: Perpetual E-Motion and Giant Robot 
Dance. More information can be obtained on Facebook Page: 
Attempting the World's Longest Contra Dance Line. 

Submitted by Eric Smith 

Tinmouth Old Firehouse concerts 
The musicians get 90% of your $10 or more donations, and 
the Town the other 10% for use of the building.  Homemade 
desserts, coffee, and tea are available when the doors open at 
7pm. Concerts begin at 7:30 with an intermission for socializ-
ing and  more dessert.      
          May 10:  Stephen Kiernan - Guitar 
          May 23:  PossumHaw – Bluegrass 
          June 6:   House Blend   

Area Lecture/Discussion Programs 
May 7 @ 7pm: Vermont Humanities 1st Wednesday Pro-
gram @ Rutland Free Library. Topic--The Memoir Boom: 
Who, What Why (No Fee) 
Each Friday in March @ 1:30pm: Osher Lecture Series @ 
Godnick Center in Rutland (Fee) 
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JOHN C. STEWART & SON, INC. 
Celebrating 99 years as your Family Owned Ford Store. Come join the family! 
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Tropical Storm Irene Bridge and Culvert Update 
 
Eastham Road - Since my last report, 2 more cul-
verts have been replaced as most of you already 
know. A new concrete box culvert just below Pierce’s 
Store on the Eastham Road has been installed and a 
similar structure on the same road at the Biddle 
Farm has been constructed, both replacing under-
sized metal culverts that were completely washed 
out by the storm. Markowski Excavating of Florence 
was the contractor for these two projects and they 
are completing most of remaining work this week. 
The last of the site restoration will be done in the 
spring. 
 
Governor Clement - Next year will bring the remain-
ing Irene bridge restoration work. Amazing, 3 years 
since the storm. The Feds will begin the new bridge 
over Sargent Brook in the Appalachian Trail corridor 
(Gilman Road out to the State Forest) on July 7. This 
is the earliest work can be done in the stream. This 
will be a major structure, 80 ft long, and paid for en-
tirely by the Federal government because it is on 
Federal land. Following completion of that bridge 
work can begin on the second bridge beyond the 3 
camps. That structure is being designed by our firm 
and will be placed out for bids so that work is com-
plete by next fall (if all goes according to plan). 
 
Upper Cold River Road / Brown Covered Bridge – 
At last FEMA has agreed to fund restoration of the 
landslide above the Brown Bridge. If you have not 
seen this, it is amazing what flowing water can do. 
The Town has retained a specialty geotechnical en-
gineering firm to assist our firm with the plans to fill 
this landslide area and restore the roadway. The 
work will involve moving the river back where it was, 
away from the now vertical slope, building a buttress 
wall of huge blasted rock, and then filling the land-
slide are with very large blasted rock to counteract 
further slope failure. Then the roadway will be rebuilt 
from the Cold River Road to the bridge with signifi-
cant drainage control. This is not a small project. It 
will be bid in the spring and costs over $500,000 are 
expected. It is very fortunate the Shrewsbury fought 
for the funding and will receiving 95% grant reim-
bursement.  
 
Brown Bridge Restoration – While not a project we 
are designing or coordinating, the Town has received 
grant funding to make improvements to the bridge 
structure itself. It will be important that this work be 
completed at the same time as the landslide work 
(access is available from the Wilmouth Hill side) so 
that the bridge is not out of commission into 2015. 
 
Check out the great report published free by the Ire-
ne Recovery Office at the Town Office and at 
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http://www.vtstrong.vermont.gov/Portals/0/Document
s/2013-IRO-final-report.pdf  
 
This report tells the whole story of the storm, the im-
pact and the recovery, with lots of photos. 
BUT!what amazed me was the fact that our little 
town of Shrewsbury was the 6th hardest hit in the 
State as far a the cost of restoration !!! Perhaps even 
5th because we are not complete with the work and 
the cost published in the report ($3.3 million) is prob-
ably low. We had more damage than Rochester, 
Killington, Cavendish and Grafton. But, since nobody 
knows where Shrewsbury is, the news hardly gets 
out. 
 
So, the end is in site. And the patient folks on the 
Upper Cold River Road may final get out next year. 
And the some folks may soon get to drive to their 
camps instead of wading the river. Amazing what 7+ 
inches of rain can do in a little hill town. 
 
Hope this helps folks know what’s going on. 

Mark Youngstrom 
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 Wild-
life 
Pose 
for 
Por-
traits 
Critter 
cam-
eras 
are 
cap-
turing 
all 
sorts 
of 
wildlife  
in 

Shrewsbury. Jason Wisell’s 
camera  
 
well-positioned camera  
 
photosJason Wisell’s critter 
camera captured portraits 
of Shrewsbury wildlife. So 
beware all you critters when 
you’re roaming around in 
the wilds!  

nonymous (who doesn’t want the critters to know where 
his camera is!  
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Versatile  
Home & Business  

Services LLC 

BRIAN 

 
802-492-2195
       

Building 
Maintenance 

Services 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

Cleaning Services 
 

Professionally 
Insured 

Versatile Home & Business Services LLC 
Cuttingsville, VT 

Brian Ferguson - Owner 

versatilehbs@gmail.com  

MCGOWN LANDSCAPING
Design, Build, and Property Services

Shrewsbury, VT
802-558-6832

greg@mcgownlandscaping.com

S U S T A I N A B L E  P R A C T I C E S

New Landscape Construction, Lawn Care, Seasonal 
Cleanups, Drainage Solutions, Light Excavation
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4th Annual Pickin Party 
You’re Invited 

 

When:   Sunday,  June 15th 
Time:   11:00 am 
Location:  Rick & Annie Lees 
    465 Town Hill Road 
    Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
    (802) 492-3693 

 

Please bring a dish to share, BYOB, lawn 
chairs, and get ready to have some fun! 

 

Directions:   
From North—US 7 south, left onto VT 203, left on to 
 Town Hill Road; house is .5 miles on left. 
From the South—US 4 to US 7 south, left onto VT 103, 
 left onto Town Hill Road; house is .5 miles on left. 

 

 

 
4nd Annual Pickin Party 

You;re Invited 

When:   Sunday,  June  15TH 

Time:   11:00 am 

Location:       Rick & Annie Lees 

                  465 Town Hill Road 

               Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

                    (802)492-3693 

Information:  Please bring a dish to share, BYOB, lawn 

                  Chairs  and get bready to have some fun. 

Directions:  

          From North – US 7 south, left onto VT – 103 

          Left onto Town Hill Rd, house is .5 miles on left 

  From South – US 4 to US 7 south, left onto VT-103, left  

                                 onto Town Hill Rd, house is .5 miles on left 
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Also see our pottery at Pierce’s Store 

68 South Main Street      Wallingford, Vermont 05773      802.446.2499

Celebrating Our 13th Year  
of Service to the Community

 

 
Noon on Loyalty Day--May 4th 

Come Join In On The Cairo Fun 5K Walk/Run 
 
Do you like to walk?  Do you like to jog? Do you 
like to run?  Bring the family and enjoy a walk, jog 
or run around beautiful downtown Rutland prior to 
the Loyalty Day Parade.  The route is planned, 
the roads are closed and the Cairo Shriners have 
planned a 5K (+/- 3 mile) route to enjoy with the 
family at 12 noon, Sunday May 4th beginning at 
the Cairo Shriners office, 51 Washington Street in 
downtown Rutland.   
 
The registration fee???...well, you decide...YOU 
CHOOSE CASH FOR CAIRO (by donation).  The 
run will end at 1:00pm, so stay downtown and en-
joy the Loyalty Day Parade.   
 
Please register ahead of time by contacting Cairo 
Shrine contact us at bjferguson@vermontel.net, 
or admin@cairoshriners.com, or call 747-3400 
and a registration package will be sent to you.   
 
Fun for all.  Look forward to seeing you there! 

 
March 28: Red-Winged Black Bird-

sighted by Julanne Sharrow 
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Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

 
December 13 - Guest Chef Weezie Duda will 
make Roast Pork with Tomatoes, Fennel & On-
ions, Rob's Roll, Mini Cheesecake with Raspber-
ry Sauce. 
 
January 10 - Guest Chef Hilary Adams  (call the 
store for the menu!) 
 
January 24 - Guest Chef Connie Youngstrom 
will make Mini Meatloaves with Maplecrest beef, 
baked sweet dumpling winter squash, scalloped 
potatoes and something green on the side 
(whatever she can find that's local—spinach, 
kale, Brussels sprouts perhaps.) 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Pierce’s Store 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
November 8: d Chef Carol Calotta will prepare 
Beef Bourguignon served over egg noodles. It 
will have carrots, mushrooms and baby onions in 
the stew and be served with a green salad. 
 
November 22: Chef Nancy Ellery will prepare a 
Seafood Lasagna with a green salad.  
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 

1

Thanksgiving Specials 
Rob has developed a pre-
liminary menu of special 
order treats for the holiday. 
They include: 
Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 
Cranberry Sauce 
Dinner Rolls 
Holiday Bread (with nuts, 

raisins, cranberries & apricots) 
 
The store will be open for a few hours Thanksgiv-
ing morning—probably until 1:00, but check at 
the store as we get closer to the day to be sure.  
 
In October, I ran a special on wine and in No-
vember I plan to do the same with beer. In this 
case, I’ll break open a selection of 6-packs and let 
you build your own from a variety of beers. Not all 
vendors allow this yet, but apparently it’s becoming 
more common. I need to research a little more to be 
certain which beers will be acceptable to sell this way 
and how they can be priced, but I’ll let you know 
when it’s ready!  
 
A big change is coming to the store in November. 
The check-out process is going to be much smoother 
as we’ll have a “Point of Sale” system in place. This 
will mean your purchases will be scanned and the 
price will show on a display without the volunteer 
having to enter the price and category of the item. 
It’s all programmed into the computer.  
 
Of course, there will be a learning curve and we’ll 
find that there are items on the shelves that were 
missed when the database was being populated. But 
we’ll get past those in the first month, I hope.  
 
This new system will make inventory management 
much simpler and will give the manager more time to 
spend on improving the selections on the shelves, 
refining pricing, promoting items through sales, and 
many other as yet unimagined benefits. In addition, 
and just as importantly, it will simplify the job of our 
volunteers.  
 
A big THANK YOU! to Randell Barclay who re-
searched alternatives and made the recommenda-
tion to invest in this system. Then Randell built the 
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system and populated it with our inventory. It would 
not have happened as easily without him.  
 
A Recipe SooFoo – Remember last month I men-
tioned this item as a really tasty protein/rice alterna-
tive? I found a great way to use it. I had some late 
zucchinis in the garden—they were a little larger than 
I like to have as plain vegetable, so I thought I’d stuff 
them for a supper one evening. I cooked up a half 
cup of dry SooFoo with some chicken bouillon and 
olive oil. Then I mixed in some chopped up veggies 
from the crisper—peppers, a bit of onion, some 
chopped greens and a few sad tomatoes. I placed 
the mixture into the seeded zucchini halves, sprin-
kled on some bread crumbs and grated cheese and 
baked them for a half hour or so. For the finishing 
touch, I turned on the broiler so the top crisped up. 
Yum! A very good supper indeed. And best, a meal 
in itself.  
 
You can find SooFoo in our “Bargain Bin” because 
the bags we have are out of date. But I can tell you 
that the bag I have – out of date – is perfectly fine. I 
hope you’ll try SooFoo!  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team!  

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

 

NEWS FROM 
PIERCE’S STORE 

 
Monday-Saturday 7am-7pm  

 Sunday 8am-5pm 

1

During this time of giving thanks and reflection on the 
past year, on behalf of the Board of the Shrewsbury 
Coop at Pierce’s Store, I would like to thank the 
Shrewsbury community for being supportive of our 
adventure. Nearing the end of the year, it appears 
that our revenues have continued to grow—
accompanied by increased costs of goods, of 
course—and that we’ll end the year in decent shape.  
What a wonderful community we live in! Thank you 
all. 
 
Point of Sale System The efforts that Randell Bar-
clay put in during the past several months to imple-
ment our new computerized inventory system are 
beginning to pay off. Among other things, this new 
way of operating will allow us to see how particular 
items have sold over a period of time. This could 
lead to changes in what and how many we stock or 
make.  
 
Many volunteers have already attained mastery of 
the ins and outs of making sales and several are 
learning other features such as checking in deliveries 
electronically. As manager, I will appreciate the re-
duction in the amount of time I spend “counting” 
things: it will allow more time to work on inventory 
changes and adjustments to our pricing.   
 
Some customers have experienced longer waits at 
the register than in the past because we’ve been 
struggling with the touchscreen monitor, scanner 
wand, wireless trackpad, and items that are unknown 
to the system. We appreciate the willingness all of 
you have shown as we come up to speed.   
 
I am sure I speak for the full board when I say that 
on New Year’s Day we’ll all enjoy resting or playing 
with family rather than spending a good part of the 
day at the store counting and recording every item 
on the shelves.  
 
Holiday Specials  
As in past years, Rob will prepare a number of items 
from the bakery/kitchen for special order. Watch at 
the store or on our FaceBook page for what will be 
on the menu.  
 
In addition, we’ll be stocking or offering special 
treats: a few varieties of festive wines and bubbles; 
candies and confections; Thomas’s Eggnog; preor-
der turkeys and perhaps hams. Please let me know if 
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there are particular items you’d like to see in the 
store.    
 
Gifts and Gift Certificates Here’s a gift suggestion: 
purchase a bulk quantity of your family member’s 
favorite [fill in the blank!]—members can purchase 
for just 20% over the wholesale price and non-
members get the benefit of the lower price of pur-
chasing in quantity. Remember, too, that you can 
purchase a gift certificate to Pierce’s Store as a gift 
for someone special. Just ask the person at the reg-
ister. 
 
Music on Thursdays Do you know that most Thurs-
day mornings a group of Shrewsberries bring their 
banjos, guitars, fiddles or whatever to the store and 
jam? They take over the café area and have a grand 
time. Please stop in and listen or join in anytime be-
tween about 8:30 and 10.  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team! Happy Holidays to all and have a Safe and 
Happy New Year! See you at the Store. 

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

 

Beginning May 1, all coffee will be $1.00 a cup. 
Any size. Your cup or ours. Tax included. 

No more searching around for pennies  
or waiting for change. Ever thought of volunteering at Pierce’s? 

There are big and small ways you could help 
your store. You could share a job with a friend 
too. Here are some of them: 
• Unpack, price & shelve deliveries 
• Manage a section of the inventory (produce, 

for example) 
• Perform periodic inventory counts 
• Restock shelves, bulk bins, paper products 
• Work the register 
If you’d like more information about ways you 
could help, please call Sally at the store any 
weekday morning.  
 
New Items 
• Arrowhead Mills Organic Cornmeal 
• Maraschino Cherries  
• Nestea Lemon Tea 
• Myer’s (from Burlington) Bagels (frozen) 
Prince Spaghetti & Elbow Macaroni are on 
sale this month!  
 
Did you know?  
• Pierce’s has quick meals like pot pies & mi-

crowaveable dinners in the freezer   
• Pierce’s has all the ingredients so you can 

make your own pot pies – on our shelves 
and in the coolers and freezer 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
May 9 - Carol Calotta is making Tilapia Asian 
style with spinach and rice with brownies for 
dessert. ($9.99) 
 
May 23 - Nancy Ellery is making a "Middle 
Eastern Plate" of fresh hummus, tabouli (no 
canned beans), and pita bread with gazpacho. 
($8.99) 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. 
It’s best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, 

please contact either Heather Shay at 492-
2284 or Sally Deinzer at the store, 

 

 Bread Soup or 
Hot Meal*  

Scone, Muffin, 
Other Baked 
goodie 

Sunday French Soup Scones & Coffee 
Cake 

Monday Wheatberry or 
Sunflower seed 

Chili Scones   

Tuesday Egg or Sesame 
Seed 

Stew (usu. 
Chicken) 

Scones / Sticky & 
Cinnamon Buns 

Wednesday Hamburger 
Buns 

Soup & 
Pizza*  

Scones / Muffins 

Thursday Anadama Stew (usu. 
Beef) 

Scones / Muffins 

Friday Sourdough Soup & ** Scones / Sticky & 
Cinnamon Buns 

Saturday  Soup Vermont Croissant 
delivers 

 * Soups, Pizzas and Friday meals from Rob’s kitchen change 
from week to week. The anticipated schedule for May is:  
 Soups Dates          

Asparagus 5/9 & 5/21 
Butternut Squash 5/2, 5/11 & 5/23 
Corn Chowder 5/28 
Cream of Mushroom 5/30 
Creole Lentil w/ Andouille & Kale 5/31 
French Carrot 5/7 
Ital. Veg w/kale & Sausage 5/10 & 5/18 
Lentil w/ Sausage & Kale 5/3 & 5/14 
Mexican Corn & Cabbage 5/25 
Minestrone 5/4 & 5/16 
Polish Borscht w/ Kielbasa 5/24 
Split Pea 5/17  

** Friday Meals 
5/2, 5/16 & 5/30    Lasagna 
5/9 & 5/23 Mac & Cheese 

Date & Pizza Variety        
5/7 Onions, Gorgonzola, Artichokes & Mozzarella 
5/14 Putanesca (tomatoes, Kalamata olives, capers, 

parsley, garlic, olive oil, anchovies, mozzarella) 
5/21 Sausage & Peppers  
5/28 Mushroom Marinara 

Submitted by Sally Deinzer, Store Manager 
 

Rob’s menus for the month 
Ever wonder when your favorite bread or soup will be fresh at 
Pierce’s? Rob has created his normal bakery schedule so you 
can plan. What’s shown is subject to change so you might want 
to call to be sure what you want is available. 

New Items 
• Arrowhead Mills Organic Cornmeal 
• Maraschino Cherries (for ice cream sundaes!) 
• Nestea Lemon Tea 
• Myer’s (from Burlington) Bagels (frozen) 
Prince Spaghetti & Elbow Macaroni are on sale 
this month!  

Did you know?  
• Pierce’s has quick meals like potpies & 

microwaveable dinners in the freezer   
Or,  
• Pierce’s has all the ingredients on our 

shelves and in the coolers and freezer so 
you can make your own potpies. 

Ever thought of volunteering at Pierce’s? 
There are big and small ways you could help 
your store. You could share a job with a friend 
too. Here are some of them: 
• Unpack, price & shelve deliveries 
• Manage a section of the inventory (produce, 

for example) 
• Perform periodic inventory counts 
• Restock shelves, bulk bins, paper products 
• Work the register 
If you’d like more information about ways you 
could help, please call Sally at the store any 
weekday morning.  
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Carroll & Beverly Adams 
Joan Aleshire 
Craig & Margaret Angstadt 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Nate & Angela Bailey 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen 
Randell & Dianne Barclay 
Michael & Elisabeth Bedesem 
Mike & Gloria Benson 
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Lucy Biddle 
Sandy & Kristi Bragg 
Bud & Edie Clark 
Ed & Irene Cook 
Marilyn Dalick 
Scott & Bev Darling 
Dennis Devereux 
Raymond Diprinzio & Lisa Garson 
Lee & Jane Emerson 
Nils & Pamela Ericksen 
Liz Flint 
Eldred & Lily French 
Scott Garren & Heather Shay 
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry 
The Gile Family 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 
Bob & Irene Gordon 
Peter & Pam Grace 
Tracy & Nancy Grieder 
Barry & Barb Griffith 
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George & Bobbie Gulick 
Mark & Licia Hamilton 
David & Linda Hans 
John & Betty Heitzke 
Ed & Daphne Hemmer 
George & Betsy Hinckley 
Barbara Hoffman 
Ted & Martha Izzi 
Susan Jensen 
Dick Keane 
Krey Kellington 
David & Ellen Kennedy 
Sandra Korinchak 
Robert & Judith Landon 
Rita Lane 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Terry Martin & Vicky Gillhouse 
Hull & Taffy Maynard 
Michael & Jennifer McDermott 
Jeffrey & Pam Monder 
Georgia & David Mosher 
Phillip & Darcy Nelson 
Walter & Mary Nelson 
Connie & Jeff Noiva 
Kerry & Jan O’Hara 
Marjorie Pierce 
Kenny & Judy Pitts 
David & Dino Rice 
The Ridlon Family 
Dick & Lillian Rohe 
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Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Shrewsbury: 
  Community Church 
  Cooperative at Pierce’s Store 
  Institute of Agricultural Educ. Inc. 
  Mountain School 
  Volunteer Fire Department 
Spring Lake Ranch 
B.J. & Joan Stewart 
Morris & Martha Tucker 
Al & Ellie Tufano 
Liesbeth van der Heijden 
Ann Vanneman 
Howard & Deborah Weaver 
Judy Webster 
Michael & Phyllis Wells 
Nancy & Jim West 
Lou & Tess Williams 
Lee & Joyce Wilson 
The Winkler Family 
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