October 7, 2014  

SCC Unapproved
Jesse, Lily, Weezie, Grace, Cynthia

5:25 pm

1- Should people let chairman know if not able to attend a meeting? Yes. Quorum is four attendees
2- Invasive Flora
Citizens email review.

          Jonathan Gibson-



1-education presentation for road crew and select board for basic 
awareness

(Jesse will talk to Colleen Balch about this possibility but we think it    
will be too cumbersome)

2-Library to adopt knotweed across from library


3-Choose different plant from phragmites


4-GPS map of invasives


Weezie read her reply to Jonathan. Her response mentioned our 
difficulty 
with getting enough members and asked if he might be able 
to help with these possible projects.


Weezie proposed that Town volunteers “adopt their roads to identify 
hotspots


Question for Colleen  “are invasives earmarked or mapped on any 
current maps.  If not, can you suggest a mapping system.  I this a good 
idea?” Discussion of G.I.S. mapping

Jesse will ask Colleen questions about invasives including where our 
priorities should be. Our invasives czar

3-Velco

a-Weezie has asked other experts that deal with  pesticide use on 
ROW’s for their information and advice to point her in the right 
direction. She has contacted state folks:


Eric Palmer- VT Fish and Wildlife


-member of VPAC (Vt Pesticide Action Council) advised her that 
manufacturers do not have lots of research about the effects on our 
environment in 
general as their research is tested on a small set of 
specific species. The new pesticides are more potent so less is needed 
per acre to work, but actually  less usage does not mean less potent in 
our environment. Most herbicides now used in VT are considered low 
risk by the EPA, spot applied. Testing water for evidence of pesticides 
is not reliable, no fish kills etc. Other methods besides cutting or 
herbicides?  No. Additives are not EPA controlled.


Rick Levy ( not contacted yet) toxicity levels


Razelle Hoffman-Contois- toxicologist for VT Dept of Health-      
VPAC board is working hard to minimize use and is careful with issuing 
permit advisories.  Worked hard to get VELCO to use low toxicity 
products.  Is getting better, more specific spraying.

She encouraged us to ask VELCO to honor old contract for 
Shrewsbury which allowed manual cutting. This was not renewed at one 
point.

Weezie will continue to seek information

b-Questions for Jeff Disorda:


Myco Tech used?


Bee die off studies regarding pesticide effect?


What other municipalities have alternative methods to spraying?


Can Shrewsbury have target cutting done in winter as in past?


Weezie will invite Jeff Disorda for a late afternoon in November to 
have a conversation about this with us.


Weezie will also contact Sylvia Knight (Environmental Researcher and 
Advocate) from Charlotte, VT for an opposing view.

Lily wants to revisit Button Up campaign in the future
No November meeting because of election night. Adjourned 6:40 pm

Respectfully submitted:

Cynthia Thornton

