[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Minutes November 6, 2014 Shrewsbury Conservation Commission
Attendees: Louise Duda, Connie Youngstrom, Grace Brigham, Jesse Shapiro
Guests: Time Vile, Jeff, Disorda, VELCO rep

1.) The total meeting was devoted to a presentation by Jeff Disorda, Supervisor of the VELCO ROW in Vermont and questions and answers to clarify information about the VELCO Intergrated Vegetative Management system to clear unwanted vegetation that includes the use of herbicides. 
	History: It came to a surprise for many Shrewsbury residents when they noticed that some places in the VELCO ROW were being treated with herbicides, as many thought the Town had an agreement with VELCO to manage the ROW using hand cutting rather than using herbicides. Questions directed to our Shrewsbury Conservation Commission led then to discover the 1989 contract had never been renewed and also led them to investigate how VELCO currently manages the ROW. They wanted to try to gather as much information as possible in order to advise the Select board and residents about the safety and effectiveness of this management.  They have gone on a site visitation in fall of 2013 with Steve Shaw, VELCO forester, and read materials that support the efforts of VELCO to manage the utility lines in a way that will effectively eliminate the threat of tall vegetation to the lines while having the least environmental impacts and recognized several positive results of the integrated vegetation management. Since then the SCC read the permit and Vegetation Management Plan submitted to the State each year, researched the harmful effects of herbicides used and interviewed several members of the Vermont community involved on a daily basis with pesticide use about concerns about herbicides on our environment, including many members of Vermont Pesticide Advisory Council (VPAC), and others critical of using herbicides. This meeting with Jeff Disorda was to flesh out more questions, learn more about VELCO’s management and see if they could come to a consensus on how to advise the town on this topic.
Notes from the meeting: 
· The old way of using a small contractor to hand cut  tall vegetation changed for several reasons: the NE blackout in 2003 that  caused  states from Ohio to Maine to lose power was caused by an arc from a tree growing too close to a utility line, which  precipitated the formation of a national oversight of ROW management.  There are now huge fines for any power outage caused by improper ROW management, which raised the standards significantly.  Also contractors have to carry 5 million dollar liability insurance now, virtually eliminating small contractors. The hand cut system required yearly cutting to eliminate the possibility that fast sprout growth could cause problems. What has evolved is an integrated system that uses hand cutting, mechanical mowing, and herbicide application on a 4 year cycle.
· Herbicides with Atrazine and Krenite are not used.  Jeff was not able to comment on the effects of the use of inert ingredients and ALS inhibitors in herbicides.
· Trees less than 12 feet  (like apple trees) are left in border areas.  In areas being treated chemically, saplings under 8’ are sprayed using a backpack carried hand sprayer by a licensed applicator that include a mix of three herbicides, water, and Thinvert ( to ensure  the mix sticks to the leaves more effectively and creates little drift.)  Arial spraying is never done. Saplings over 8’ are cut by hand and then the stump is sprayed with Garlon 4 to prevent resprouting with 95 – 98% effectiveness.
· As observed, once several application cycles have been completed, very few targeted tall growth trees remain. As a result, often only a pint of herbicide per acre is needed to maintain the effective ROW vegetation. 
· The SCC questioned the reliability of the human applicator to follow the many regulations required to the fullest extent, especially as related to following guidelines related to water buffers and surface water.  All herbicides VELCO uses are aquatic versions, but they follow the guideline buffers as if they were not. If there is recent rain or standing water, the contractor does not apply herbicides that day or flags off the area before moving in and then hand cuts or returns another day. Forester inspections have found very few violations and the same contracting companies have been used for several years, building up a strong trained force and zero % violations.
· A detailed data system is kept recording the prescribed are spraying is to be done, # of trees, methods used, amount of  herbicides used, etc and is available to the SCC. The computer system used in the field marks via gps system all targeted trees, wells, springs, RTE’s, wetlands. The year before the maintenance, a forester walks the whole area to update all relevant information and prepare the plan for the permit application the next year. SCC or townspeople are welcome to join a forester in this process if desired.
· VELCO continues to investigate alternative vegetation control methods. They did a test plot a few years back with Control Paste when Microtech( producer) was in business. Right now there is no access to it and Jeff expressed some concern that more needs to be known about introducing a fungicide before using it large scale. He would entertain discussion on designing a test plot in Shrewsbury if this or other biological methods became more accessible.
· The SCC expressed concerns about chemicals with any nicotinoids that might affect bee colony collapse. They do not use any insecticides, and herbicides used do not contain this element.
· The SCC clarified the process needed if a landowner does not wish to have herbicides sprayed on their land on which the ROW passes.  Every January electric bill contains a coupon that needs to be sent to VELCO by the end of February with a yearly request. All requests are honored. He said VELCO also contacts landowners via home visits as a courtesy whenever possible. No other VT community has opted out of the IVM system but many landowners have, and this is respected.
· Jeff shared that the Right of Way Stewardship Council, made up of a diverse board that includes members of  Nature Conservancy and many environmental groups as well as those in the field of utility ROW management, awarded VELCO a recognition of excellence in the application and practice of Integrated Vegetation Management  after a rigorous audit. VELCO is the first company in the US to be awarded and accredited by this group and he then shared other noteworthy statistics with us.
· The meeting closed with a discussion of the troubling increase of pesticide use in the modern world with many unknown and immeasurable effects to our health and environment. Even though VELCO has demonstrated diligence in trying to reduce the toxicity of the chemicals used, the fact that they are used by so many people and companies for so many reasons increases their use and impact world wide, making any use of herbicides undesirable. The SCC will discuss further how to best make recommendation  to our town about their use.
2.) The next meeting of the SCC will be on the first Tuesday of Dec at its regular time and place, December 2 at 5:15 pm at 450 Frank Lord Rd. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Louise Duda


