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Shrewsbury Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

                  The Shrewsbury Conservation Commission met at the Dudas' house at 5:15 PM.   Present were:  Jesse Shapiro, Louise Duda, Lily French, and Grace Brigham

1. Minutes of the November meeting were read and approved. 

2. Weezie provided a very thorough report of the Commission's meeting with Jeff Disorda, Right of Way Manager for VELCO.  Consensus was to present the wealth of information collected at that meeting and throughout the year to Shrewsbury's Selectboard.  Shrewsbury's concerned citizens will have the opportunity to be informed to decide if they want to accept VELCO's herbicide practices or opt for manual management.  SCC will continue to find out more about the herbicides in use, and monitor how VELCO plans the future cutting cycle this upcoming year.  Jesse pointed out that landowners can refuse the spraying.  Information is available regarding specific chemicals, amounts, cycles of spraying, etc.  
	Lily observed that VELCO seems to be operating conscientiously, by using the smallest amount of herbicides possible (as low as 1 pint per acre after several cycles in the program).  Despite these efforts, SCC has an increasing concern about the cumulative effect of poisons in the environment, including readily available and powerful herbicides and pesticides that anyone can buy and use, all in addition to carefully controlled regular spraying on rights-of-way.  

3. Jesse reported that both people who were instructing our group about invasive plants have left their positions with  Invasive Plant Habitat Restoration - Vermont Dept of Forests Parks & Rec . He has the name of the new person in charge and will be making contact with him soon.

4. The group discussed fundraising.  Lily is willing to organize the Variety Show again, but will speak with local artists to be sure that there is interest in town. 

5. Grace Brigham agreed to chair the SCC meetings while Weezie is away this winter.  Next meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 3rd at 5:15 at Lily French's house.

Respectfully submitted, 
Grace Brigham
					
	  
