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The Shrewsbury Institute for 
Agricultural Education 
(SAGE) leases the Rus-
sellville Schoolhouse from 
Joan Aleshire, who bought 
the building in 2014 to be 
used for meetings, work-
shops, and community enter-
prises. The Schoolhouse was 
built in 1859, in School Dis-
trict No. 10, for children with-
in walking distance.  
 

When school operations shifted to Northam and Cuttingsville in the early 1950s, the Town sold the Rus-
sellville School to the neighboring Russell family. It was used as a home, summer camp and occasional 
dwelling over the years, and stood vacant after the deaths of the most recent owners, the Brien family. Joan 
Aleshire bought the building from the Brien Estate in 2014,  
 
it had many of the original details -- flooring, blackboards, bead board, and windows -- but was in drastic 
need of cleanup and repairs. Terry Martin and his crew have been hard at work since last fall restoring and 
renovating the building; it will have the best features of 19th century Vermont schoolhouse architecture and 
be ready for the 21st century.   --Text by Joan Aleshire and Drawing by Emmett Sirjane 

 
 

Students will learn about the 
tools, techniques and prepara-
tions used for a small scale 
biodynamic garden. Attention 
will be given to building quality 
soils and compost using Barrel 
Compost Preparation (BC) and 
readily available local organic 
materials. 
 
Robert King has been involved 
in biodynamic agriculture for 
over 40 years in New England, 
and has been a presenter at 
the National Biodynamic Con-
ference.  He lives in Putney, Vt. where he has worked with “Post Oil Solutions” a regional community- 
organizing organization with a focus on locally grown food, food security issues, as well as food ac-
cess to the underserved. He is devoted to building a Community of Gardeners through, study, work 
and social activities to Heal the Earth.	
  

Brought	
  to	
  you	
  by	
  SAGE	
  
The	
  Shrewsbury	
  Institute	
  for	
  Agricultural	
  Education	
  

Biodynamic	
  Boot	
  Camp	
  
An introduction to biodynamics 

Presented by Robert King 
 

LOCATION	
  –	
  THE	
  RUSSELLVILLE	
  SCHOOLHOUSE 
 

Sunday February 22nd   - Snow date March 8th 
10 am. To 12 pm. – Potluck Lunch – 1 pm. Q & A 
Suggested donation of $20 per Person – Limit of 25 
Register by Feb. 20th - email Sagevt@gmail.com or 

call 492-3377 (Martha or Podge Sirjane) 

The Russellville Schoolhouse 
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Additions to the Times! 
New “staff” with the Times:  Rich Biziak will be helping 
out with the financial part  (and a little more later!) 
and Gerry Martin will continue to assist with proof-
reading. It will be great to have both these helpers! 
As always the Times is dependent upon the submis-
sions and suggestions we get from townspeople, so 
keep those emails coming in! 

Chryl Martin 

  

The Times of Shrewsbury 
the letter will run. If the named entity responds, the response and 
initial letter will run in the same issue. 
 
There is no charge for: jokes, poems, essays, nature reports, 
family event announcements, or feature articles or letters that are 
non-commercial.  
 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is the 
20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will be an-
nounced in the prior month’s Times. If you have questions, call 
Chryl Martin at 492-2244 or email shrewsburytimes@gmail.com 
    
Best Formats: Articles: Word or in an email message with no 
formatting. Photos: JPG.  Ads: PDF file or Word document. 
 
Monthly Advertisement fees: 
  Full page $60  1/4 page $10 
  1/2 page $25   Business card $5 
  Classified ad (15 words) $2.  
Payment is due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly February 
through December. It is compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal being to keep townspeople 
informed of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and 
opinions expressed in articles are solely those of the author and 
not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity and 
must be accompanied by the name of the submitting person. 
Letters to the Editor exceeding 350 words will be subject to ed-
iting for length. Any opinion piece or informational political 
letters (without specific party or vote appeal) will be subject to 
the same guidelines previously described.  All items including 
letters are printed at the editors’ discretion. A writer of any letter 
that names a Shrewsbury resident or organization in a critical 
manner must get copies to that resident or organization and to 
the Times by the 10th of the month prior to publication or it will 
not run. If the named person or organization indicates in writing 
to the writer and to the Times that they choose not to respond,  

Chryl Martin, Editor  Rich Biziak, Accounting 
Times of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Email:  shrewsburytimes@gmail.com     Online:  www.shrewsburyvt.org     

Times Financial Report 12/31/2014 
Beginning Cash Balance $2,756 
Receipts (donations & advertisements) $6,088 
Expenses (printing, postage & supplies) $4,775 
Year End Cash Balance: $4,069 

 
Your donations and advertisements make publishing 
the Times possible!    

Chryl Martin and Rich Biziak 

Annual Town Meeting 
Informational Meeting and Election 

February 25 Last day to apply for addition to check-
list (register) to vote for Town Meeting election 
 
Monday, March 2 
Informational Meeting starts at 5:30pm.   
School portion first, with Town portion to follow.  
Shrewsbury Mountain School will be providing re-
freshments between meetings. 
 
March 3, 2015, Tuesday - Town Meeting Polls open 
for voting 10am to 7pm 
Absentee / Early Ballot requests can be made any-
time by contacting the Town Clerk:  

• Phone 492-3511  
• E-mail shrewsbuuryclerk@vermontel.net   
• Download form requesting Absentee Ballot: 

http://shrewsburyvt.org/>Town Office>Elections 
and Voting and mail it to 9823 Cold River Rd. 

 

Please contact the Clerk if you are 
interested in working the polls 

or counting ballots. 
 
Warnings and sample ballots will be available on the 
Town Website www.shrewsburyvt.org the first week 
of February. 
 
2015 Dog Licenses are now due.  Late fees are as-
sessed after April 1. 

Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 

 

 
Proofread Your Listing! 

 

Residents can proofread their 
listing in the new Phone Book: 

 

February 1 – February 7 
@ 

Pierce’s Store and the Library 
 

You will be able to indicate any 
errors at that time.  

 

!
!
!
!
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!
!
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Feb 1-7    Listings in the 2015 Phone Book can be proofread at Pierce’s and the Library 
Feb 7    10-11:30am LEGO Club at the Library 
Feb 10  12noon Senior Lunch at East Asian Restaurant. Call Lillian Rohe: 492-2300 if you can attend. 
Feb 14  4:30pm Free Soup & Bread Community Supper by the Community Church at the Meeting House 
Feb 15  2pm  Author Gary Shattuck will talk about his new book at the Library 
Feb 15  4pm  Famous Books Book Club meets at the Library 
Feb 18  12noon Prayer Shawl group meets at home of Carol Goodwin  
Feb 22  4pm  Science Book Club meets at the Library 
Feb 22   10am-12noon Bio-Dynamic Boot Camp sponsored by SAGE meeting at the Russellville School House 
Feb 22   12noon-1pm    Pot Luck Lunch following Bio-Dynamic Boot Camp 
Feb 25     Last day to register to vote in March election 
 
Mar 2  5:30pm Informational meeting at the Meeting House, Lottery Road 
Mar 3    10am-7pm Polls open for voting at the Meeting House, Lottery Road 
 
* see elsewhere in newsletter for details 

Deadline for submission 
to Times of Shrewsbury is 

by 5:00pm on the 20th 

 of each month. 

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 

  

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectmen Meeting     1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders         Tuesdays & Thursdays—9:00am at Meeting House 
Library Trustees’ Meeting      2nd Tuesday—7:00pm  at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Union School Board Mtg   1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Mill River Union High School 
Pierce’s Store Take-Out Meals    Friday nights 
Planning Commission       1st & 3rd Mondays—7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  Sundays—10:00am at Shrewsbury Library, upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Sundays—10:30am at Shrewsbury Center Church 
Shrewsbury School District Board Mtg  1st Monday & 3rd Tuesday—6:30pm  
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds      2nd  Tuesdays—7:00pm at the Snow Angel Tavern  in Mendon 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.    Thursdays—7:00pm at Cuttingsville Station 
Conservation Commission       1ST Tuesday—5:15pm at 450 Frank Lord Road 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Shrewsbury Town Website:  www.shrewsburyvt.org 

 
Town Clerk’s Office  492-3511                           
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm; Closed Friday     
                   
Town Treasurer’s Office             
492-3558 or 492-3487      
Wed 5pm-7pm 
     
Transfer Station               
Sun 8am-4pm & Wed 1pm-7pm                     
 
Shrewsbury Town Library  492-3410   
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon      
Tues & Thurs 7pm-9pm       
Wed 10am-5pm AND 7pm-9pm  

Closed for the season. For appointments call 492-3324. 
 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum  Sundays, 
July 6 to October 26, 2014 from 1-3pm 
 

Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585 
Window (Retail) Hours: 
Monday-Friday Open 7:30am-10:30am and 1:30pm-4:30pm 
Saturday 8am-11am 
Lobby Hours: 
Monday-Friday  7:30am-5pm   &   Saturday  7:30am-11am 
 
Meeting House  492-6050  (Reservations: 492-3361)         
Health Officer  Daphne LeaHemmer 773-7157  
Emergency Management Bert Potter  773-2272  
Ambulance  773-1700  
GrMP power outage  1-800-451-2877 
Medical—Fire—Police Emergency   Dial  911 
Rutland Hospital  775-7111      10/20/14 

Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  
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Leonard Korzun 
It is with sadness that we learned of the passing of 
Lenny Korzun. He was Mr. History personified. At 
Historical Society meetings, he requested five 
minutes each meeting to be able to speak on the 
history of agriculture in Shrewsbury, family's roots, 
visiting of other historical societies, and of special 
books he had read. We will miss Lenny. 
      Ruth Winkler for the Shrewsbury Historical Society 

LETTER S TO THE EDITOR 

Shrewsburyrians 
I am writing to tell the voters of Shrewsbury that I have 
put my name on the ballot to fill the vacant school 
board position of our Mountain School.  For those who 
do not know me, my wife Helen, and I have lived in 
Shrewsbury for 30 years.  I served on the Mill River 
school board for 9 years and was chair of that board 
for 3 years. Though I have been off the Mill River 
school board for 3 years I continue to serve on the 
board's finance committee. During the last year I have 
begun to think how I could again serve our town. When 
I was asked to consider filling the current board vacan-
cy I welcomed the chance.  My 9 years on the Mill Riv-
er board have given me a extensive background in all 
things school related.  If elected, I believe I will easily 
be able to step into this position and serve our town.   

Thank you, Andy Richards-Peelle 

Open Letter to the SVFD 
I want to thank you and your team, on behalf of the 
Bailey Family, for the amazing responsiveness, brav-
ery, and professionalism exhibited on the morning of 
Christmas Eve 2014 in response to a fire at our home 
at 241 Bailey Road. Your efforts, and the efforts of all 
those who responded from the SVFD, not only saved 
a historic Shrewsbury home dating from 1857, but en-
sured the safety of 4 adults and 7 children who were in 
the home at the time of the fire.  
 

On the morning of December 24, 2014 we awoke to 
the smell of smoke in our home and after discovering 
the source of the fire in the basement, beneath the 
fireplace, we immediately called 911 and within 
minutes the Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department 
was on scene. Your team's training and professional-
ism was in full view as they first ensured our safety, 
and then combatted the fire with impressive precision, 
ensuring minimal damage, and allowing us to still en-
joy a family Christmas in our home that is been in our 
family for five generations. Those who serve in the 
Shrewsbury's Volunteer Fire Department are a won-
derful example of selfless service to one's community 
and provided us with inspiration on that memorable 
Christmas Eve.  
 

It is a tradition in our family to pray for those members 
of the Armed Forces who are unable to be home for 
the holidays and express gratitude for their service. 
Unsurprisingly, at our Christmas dinner, all eleven of 
us expressed our gratitude for those members of the 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department who sacrificed 
their time on Christmas Eve to save our Christmas. 
 
Thank you for all you do in service to others.  With 
deepest respect and gratitude, 

Nathaniel (Nate) Bailey 

Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  

Pożegnanie (farewell) Good Neighbor 
 Friend, neighbor and lifetime Shrewsbury resi-
dent, Leonard Korzun, passed away Monday, 
January 19th at the age of 83. Collecting infor-
mation and making connections until his last day, 
Leonard had an insatiable desire to learn and stay 
current. I will miss our ongoing conversations on 
farm policy, politics, history, genealogy, and the 
changing face of the landscape and seasons. For 
the past 38 years he assisted Connie and me in 
so many ways as we became part of the land-
scape on the Korzun Farm. After completing his 
Masters degree, Leonard took over the family farm 
his parents purchased in 1930. During that time he 
served 27 years as Selectman, 14 years as Audi-
tor, 3 years as Lister, Regional Ambulance board 
member and this year was serving his 34th year 
as a Trustee of the Shrewsbury Meeting House. 
That is an amazing legacy of community service. 
He was a man connected both to the earth and his 
community, and photographed everything he saw. 
Following his retirement, he did not rest, travelling 
to Poland several times, translating and publishing 
family journals, collecting information on Shrews-
bury's first settlers and staying active in statewide 
farm policy just to name some of his interests. 
  

Leonard will be sorely missed. We will not again 
see him slowly walking into the Meeting House 
with his cane and pad of paper, or stopping to 
share the birds he saw (he always remembered 
the date they first came in the spring) or comment-
ing on the hay growth. He would always make a 
point to stay in contact with my folks and just re-
cently called Connie's Mom regarding her upcom-
ing 90th birthday. His body may have slowed 
down but certainly not his mind and that is some-
thing he was blessed with until the end. 
  

A part of Shrewsbury's fabric has left but Leonard 
has provided many memories and lessons that will 
stay as part of this quilt we call Shrewsbury. 

 Pozegnanie Good Friend,  
Mark Youngstrom 
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Book Reviews from the Library— 
Two ways to share: Please share your book reviews 
by writing them in the journals kept at the front desk 
at the Library or email to  maplesugar@comcast.net  
THANK YOU! 

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
 

 19 

From the Library— 
Shrewsbury’s REVIEW OF BOOKS 

This is a selection of reviews from our “Readers’ Pick” 
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors! 
Thanks to all our Reviewers this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming to Antarctica: 
Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer 

by Lynne Cox 
!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait, 
the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
 

Where Did I Leave My Glasses? The Where, When, 
and Why of Normal Memory Loss 

by Martha Weinman Lear 
  !!! 

This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
Murder in Belleville 

Murder in the Rue du Paradis 
by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

!!!!!  Fantastic!  
  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
     !!!  Enjoyable 
        !!   Just O.K. 
           !  Not recommended 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARDI GRAS 2013 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
• KITCHEN / CLEANER UPPERS to 

serve food and drinks and help clean 
up after 

• FACE PAINTER for the kids young 
and old! 

• FORTUNE TELLER in your own little 
grotto 

• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 

 
Please call Fran Patten, 492-3706 or 
Roxanne Ramah, 492-3675 to volun-
teer.      Thank you! 
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FREE 
Come and pick it up! 

A light green LL Bean love seat. 
In fair condition. Interested? 

Call Joyce at 492-3542 

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

!

1

There was no Times in January, so you have not 
heard from us in two months. The cold weather, 
downed power lines, prolonged electrical outages 
and emergency calls have kept your firefighter 
neighbors busy during that time. Two December 
structure fire calls stand out – one on Route 103, and 
a second on Bailey Road. We are pleased to report 
that both calls were met with quick responses, allow-
ing our firefighters to contain the fires and save the 
residences. Happy endings in both cases. 
 
Thermal imaging cameras are essential tools for fire 
departments today. In a situation such as the one on 
the Bailey Road (in which a fire initially confined to a 
fireplace and its chimney has extended into the walls 
and/or floor of the residence itself) the “imager” al-
lows firefighters to see whether and how the fire is 
advancing behind walls, and to respond accordingly 
to keep the fire from spreading. It is an expensive 
piece of equipment but can save hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in property damage over its lifetime. 
 
SVFD’s first thermal imaging camera was acquired in 
2002, paid for with donations received in response to 
our annual mailer. In recent weeks we again solicited 
help through our mailer to replace this piece of 
equipment, as necessary replacement parts are no 
longer available. Your generous donations received 
in response have allowed us to acquire a new cam-
era and charger. We were able to acquire a gently 
used “demo” unit for “only” $7,584.25. The camera is 
now installed and in service on our Cuttingsville fire 
engine. Thanks to all who generously contributed to 
this solicitation, so that we could again make this ac-
quisition without expending tax dollars.  
 
Your neighbors on the Fire Department will continue 
with their fundraising efforts – don’t forget to enter 
our Race Pool before the 2015 Sprint Cup season 
opens at Daytona on February 22! We look for every 
way we can to keep our annual funding request from 
the Town to the necessary minimum. That said, eve-
rything costs (much) more in 2015 than it did in 1997 
– the last time we requested an increase in our fund-
ing from the Town.  
 
An adjustment is necessary in the amount placed 
annually in the fire department equipment reserve 
fund. A new fire engine now costs about $400,000 -- 
rather than $125,000 we used twenty years ago 
when this fund was first established. A seven year 
lease-purchase agreement -- such as we have used 

2

in the past -- would require annual payments of 
about $60,000. We do not seek that amount, but do 
believe that the $35,000 we are requesting to be 
added to that fund is an appropriate adjustment at 
this time. By way of comparison, the Town sets aside 
$50,000 annually for the town road equipment fund. 
 
We are also requesting $27,000 from the Town to 
apply to our 2015 operating budget. This is the first 
time we have sought an increase since we requested 
a raise to $26,000 in 1997. While we would be 
pleased if we could run our fire department on a 
fixed income forever, that is just not possible. All of 
us who volunteer our time on the fire department ap-
preciate the support you have given us in the past, 
and again request your support on Town Meeting 
Day and beyond. Remember to STAY FIRE SAFE! 

Submitted by Barry Griffith 

2014 Town Report Coming in February 
The 2014 Annual Town Report will be distributed to 
all households in Shrewsbury on or before February 
21 in anticipation of the Information Meeting on 
Monday, March 2 and the Town Meeting on Tues-
day, March 3. The Report will also be available at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org, the Town website. 
 
The Report will contain the Warnings for the Town 
and the Shrewsbury Mountain School budgets, both 
of which will be voted on at Town Meeting. Reports 
from the Selectboard, the School Board, and various 
Town and out-of-town officers and organizations will 
also be presented in the Report. Town officers as of 
December 31, 2014, elected and appointed, are 
listed in the Report.  Elections will be held March 3, 
2015 for vacancies.  
 
We hope you will review the Report to become 
knowledgeable about the activities and operating 
costs of our Town. You will have a chance before 
voting to ask questions and discuss any issues of 
interest at the Information Meeting on March 2, 2015. 

Richard Biziak, Sanford Bragg, Jonathan Gibson 
Shrewsbury Board of Auditors 
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Shrewsbury Phone Book  
Information form 

 
Friends of the Shrewsbury Library are publishing a new 2015 Shrewsbury Phone Book.  
In order to be listed correctly, please return this signed form by one of the following: 

• Deliver:  Shrewsbury Library 
• Mail:  Shrewsbury Library, P.O. Box 396, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
• Email information:*  shrewsburyphonebook@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(Please Print) 
Last Name            First Name   Spouse’s First Name 
 
__________________,       ______________________; _______________________ 
{Couples with different last names will be listed separately and will need to fill out a form for each person} 
 
Primary Contact Phone Number:___________________________________________                                                                                                         
 
Optional:  email address (only one please)___________________________________ 
 
Optional:  Children’s names:*__________________________________________ 
 
______I authorize the Shrewsbury Library to include in the 2015 Shrewsbury Phone 
Book the information I have provided. 
 
______I do not wish to be included in the book. 
 
Signature:     Printed Name: 
 
________________________________        ___________________________________ 
*Signature of parent/guardian is required if children’s names are to be listed, and the signed form must be 
delivered or mailed to the Library. 
 
Deadline to submit Telephone Information Form:  November 15, 2014 

 
 
 

Emblems we will all become familiar with! 

Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  
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Library News Submitted by Joan Aleshire 

1

v The Library is requesting $7500 in Town funds 
again this year, although our operating costs have 
risen to $11,276, up from $7,822 in 2013. The costs 
of electricity, insurance, propane, and telephone ser-
vice have all increased, but the Library has been suc-
cessful in raising funds to cover the difference in the-
se essential services, and to add to our collection of 
books and audio- visual materials, as well as expand-
ing our programs.   
 
v NEW FIVE-YEAR PLAN: The Library is initiating a 
new 5-Year Plan to improve our organization and our 
offerings. Under the last Plan, begun in 2009, we be-
gan converting our VHS tapes to DVDs; created a 
reading corner in the Great Room; and added periodi-
cal subscriptions and downloadables. Now we are 
again inviting townspeople to fill out a short survey 
about their Library use (or lack of it); what they like or 
dislike about the Library; and what services they 
would like the Library to provide.   
 
v FIVE-YEAR PLAN COMMITTEE: We are inviting 
volunteers to join a Five-Year Plan Committee to re-
view the completed surveys and make recommenda-
tions for improvements to the Library Board. We esti-
mate that this work will only take 2 meetings. Please 
contact Joan (492-3550) or the Library (492-3410) if 
you’re interested.   
 
v MANY THANKS to WOODY (John Wood) for get-
ting and installing our new interior fire door; it’s sturdy, 
accessible, and doesn’t look like the usual fire door. 
The Library is warmer and more secure because of it! 
  
 
v FREE AUDIO CASSETTES! We’re discarding our 
audio book cassettes and will offer them AFTER 
MARCH 1: first come, first serve, free to anyone who 
wants them.   
 
Coming Events: 
Sunday, February 15 @ 2pm: GARY SHATTUCK 
presents his new book, Insurrection, Corruption 
and Murder in Early Vermont: Life on the Wild 
Frontier. Expect to hear stories of our wild history 
and how Gary discovered them!   
 

New books include:   
Three thrillers by masters of suspense 
♦ The Escape by David Baldacci 
♦   Revival by Stephen King 
♦ The Burning Room by Michael Connolly 
♦ Preparation for the Next Life by Atticus Lish. An 

acclaimed first novel about contemporary Amer-
ican struggles:  

 
New DVDs include:  
♦ “The Roosevelts”: The new series by Ken Burns   
♦ “Boyhood”: Directed by Richard Linklater and 

starring Ethan Hawke, Ellar Coltrane 
and  Patricia Arquette, this remarkable movie 
was filmed over 12 years of a boy’s coming-of-
age.   

♦  “Freedom and Unity: The Vermont Movie”: The 
thought-provoking documentary 
about  Vermont’s past, present and future di-
rected by several filmmakers. 

2

Friday, March 13 @ 7:30pm: GARDENERS’ 
ROUNDTABLE: Our annual panel discussion 
with Shrewsbury’s market gardeners.  
 
 Continuing Programs: 
Sunday, February 15 @ 4pm: Famous Books 
Book Club will continue to discuss ULYSSES.  
 
 Sunday, February 22 @4pm: Science Book 
Club will discuss: Rethinking Aging  by Nortin 
M. Hadler M.D. 
 
 Alternating Thursdays 7-9pm: WRITERS’ 
GROUP. Please contact Martha Izzi (492-3346) 
or Penelope Weiss (492-3345) for information.   
 
Computer Tutoring: Please contact the Library if 
you’re interested (492-3410). 

There are many new additions of books and DVDs 
in the Ben Perry Room at the Shrewsbury Li-
brary.  We now have more great picture books, 
easy reader non-fiction books and books about 
Legos.  We have been replacing the old VHS 
tapes with new DVD's and adding new ones. Titles 
include: The Lego Movie, Tangled, Air Bud, Dol-
phin Tale, Happy Feet and Veggie Tales. 

Submitted by Doris Perry 

News from the 
Children's Room 

Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  
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Join the Lego Club! 
On Saturday morning, January 17 the Lego Club 
met at the Shrewsbury Library. A good time was 
had by the students and their parents. The stu-
dents were very involved and ended up with some 
very creative projects! 
 
Our next time to meet will be Saturday, February 7 
from 10:00am  until 11:30am, weather permit-
ting. Younger children are welcome with their par-
ents.  Come join us and create with all the Legos 
we have at the Library! 
 
Any questions contact Carol Goodwin at 747-0192 
or Linda Olney at 492-3513. 

1

Trees Jailed???? 
What a strange term - Tree 
WARDEN; some sort of ruler of 
the trees in an area to keep them 
in place?   Not so for trees are de-
signed to stay in one place!!!  The 
domain of the Tree Warden, by 
state statute, includes all shade 

and ornamental trees within the limits of the public 
ways and places (roads and town owned land).   In 
Shrewsbury those trees are generally included within 
a 25’ right-of-way from road center or in many cases 
the area between the existing stone wall and the 
paved edge of the Town road.  The trees are actually 
still owned by the landowner but “managed” by the 
tree warden as shade trees.  Main responsibilities in-
clude deciding when old trees should  come down 
(hazardous) and new trees should be planted; when 
insect or disease conditions warrant control; and to 
serve as advocate for trees in an official capacity.   
 
Most of the law relating to trees is “common law”, 
meaning that it is found in court cases, many of them 

The Library was full of children (13) and adults (9) 
at a recent Lego Club where they made lots of 

scenes like the one pictured above. 

Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  
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from the earliest Vermont Supreme Court decisions.  
The actual law relating to town tree wardens is 
found in Title 24 of Vermont Statues Annotated; 
section 2502-2511 and Title 13, Sections 3601-
3609.   You can find them easily on line if a particu-
lar section interests you.    
 
What should  interest you is the purpose of the law 
which is to have the Tree Warden mediate between 
the public and private interests of shade trees.  The 
public’s interest includes safe road travel, provision 
of utilities, shade and beauty, and maintenance of 
town roads.  Private interests include maintenance 
of a buffer between house and road, creation of a 
view of land beyond property boundaries, and the 
ability to choose the look of a property through 
landscaping.   Much of the detail in this article came 
from “The Law of Trees” authored by Paul Gillies 
from the Vermont Institute of Government  in 1998.   
He took the “legalize” out of statute and made it an 
understandable description of Tree Warden as me-
diator and protector of town trees. 

Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 

   

Shriner Hospital for Children 
provides specialty care to 
children up to age 21 with 

orthopedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, 
and cleft lip and palate, regardless of the family’s 
ability to pay. All care and services are delivered in 
a family-centered environment. To learn more or to 
refer a patient, visit shrinershospitalforchildren.org 
to locate a hospital near you or call 800-237-5055.  

PP Bob Ferguson, Cairo Shriners, Rutland 

!
!
!
!
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!
!
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!! Potentate!Bob!Ferguson,!Cairo!Shriners,!Rutland!!! !
Shriner!Hospital!for!Children!provides!specialty!care!to!children!up!to!age!21!with!orthopedic!
conditions,!burns,!spinal!cord!injuries,!and!cleft!lip!and!palate,!regardless!of!the!families!ability!
to!pay.!!All!care!and!services!are!delivered!in!a!familyDcentered!environment.!
To!learn!more!about!our!services,!or!to!refer!a!patient,!visit!shrinershospitalforchildren.org!
to!locate!a!hospital!near!you.!!Or!call!800D237D5055!in!the!U.S.!or!800D361D7256!Canada!
!

!
!
!
!
!!!
!
!
!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!! Potentate!Bob!Ferguson,!Cairo!Shriners,!Rutland!!! !
Shriner!Hospital!for!Children!provides!specialty!care!to!children!up!to!age!21!with!orthopedic!
conditions,!burns,!spinal!cord!injuries,!and!cleft!lip!and!palate,!regardless!of!the!families!ability!
to!pay.!!All!care!and!services!are!delivered!in!a!familyDcentered!environment.!
To!learn!more!about!our!services,!or!to!refer!a!patient,!visit!shrinershospitalforchildren.org!
to!locate!a!hospital!near!you.!!Or!call!800D237D5055!in!the!U.S.!or!800D361D7256!Canada!
!

JOHN C. STEWART & SON, INC. 
Celebrating 100 YEARS as your family owned Ford Store  

Come join the family! 
Full line of Ford Cars, SUVs, Crossovers, and Trucks   

As always—Service After the Sale! 
 

Route 103, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Sales: (802) 492-3312      !     Service: (802) 492-3332 

jcstewartandson@comcast.net 
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The “Worst” things about a power outage are: 
#1 Answer: “We can’t flush the toilet.” (But nobody wanted to be 

quoted about that!) 
• “It would be nice to do the dishes.” –GK 
• “It seems like I have a lack of clear focus.” –JW 
• “Finding out that somebody down the road has power, and we 

don’t!” –ME 
• “Not having the internet.” –BG 
• “The disorganization. Santa needs to bring us a big bag of 

outage devices that lives in one place so we can find it!” –LC 
• “Being told over the 6 day outage period that the power will 

be restored by 4:52pm, then by 11:18am, then by 3:26pm, 
then by midnight tomorrow night, and finally “we have no es-
timate when your power will be restored…..” -RR 

• “Well, for me it’s not being able to cook a hot meal and having 
to go to bed early.” –RB 

• “Our horses don’t like the generator.” --LD 
• “The worst fear is that the freezer will get unfrozen.” –GB 
• “Trying to find candles and the flashlights AFTER the power 

goes out. There are just a new set of chores; but I feel bad for 
people who don’t have a heat source.” –DS 

• “No water. And that’s the short list! What will we do when the 
phones are on fiber optics because I think we’ll only have 
back-up power for about 10-12 hours?” -JD 

The Roving Reporter Asked: 
 What’s the “worst” thing about a power outage and what is the “best” thing? 
 An interesting thing happened when all the responses were recorded….the “best” were longer than the “worst”! 

The “Best” things about a power outage are: 
#1 Answer: “We have a generator.” 
• “It’s good to be “unplugged” and spend time with people instead of devices.” –LC 
• “It makes me be more in tune with natural cycles instead of relying on fossil fuels.” –AV 
•  “After a while you don’t miss it (the power) as much, because life just slows down….but after a while it 

becomes a pain in the neck!” –PG 
• “It brings back memories of the crazy meals we’ve fixed when the power goes out. One time we rigged up 

a Girl Scout oven with biscuits on top of the stove with interesting results. This year we had an Army 
green concoction with a lot of brussel sprouts in it.” - CY  

• “We’re off the grid, so we weren’t affected!” –CS 
• “Dinner by candlelight with my spouse by my side.” -JG 
• “It forces some downtime and unclutters my life a little; gives me time to think, meditate, etc.” –RB 
• “It’s beautiful outside, absolutely gorgeous.” –LV 
• “I have a wood stove for heat, gravity fed spring for water, and time to read. And, the house does what it’s 

done for the last 185 years!” –GB 
• “Everything’s copasetic here because we have a generator! -JS 
• “It’s the first time ever that I wrote my Christmas cards in daylight; I usually do them at midnight.” –DS 
• “Playing an acoustic instrument…I can play even when the power goes out!” -PM 
•  “It’s a good break from the TV and the computer.” –CG 
• “The family comes together at our house because we have a generator….the best investment we ever 

made!” –LO (Follow-up: The enthusiasm seemed to waiver after 6 days of outage!) 
• “It gives me a chance to do some casual, unhurried reading. It also allows for some thoughtful planning 

time which I normally wouldn’t do.” –GM 
• “Before we had a generator there was lots of hustling around. We’d fire up the wood stove, then open up 

the door to let the smoke out and the cold in. I remember the kitchen was warm, the living room was cool, 
the computer room freezing, and the bathroom was icy--lots of fun memories.” -JW 

Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  
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Two Shrewsbury Romantic Tales of Woe: 
Benjamin Philbrick’s Lament 
In the year 1852, Benjamin Philbrick of Shrewsbury 
penned a heartrending letter in verse to his wife, 
Lydia (Lord) and their children as he lay dying on 
board a ship headed for the gold rush in California 
Philbrick owned the property next to the original 
Northam School and also the Northam blacksmith 
shop. At the age of 36, he left his family to try his 
luck in finding gold. The story was told that he 
worked his way down to the Isthmus of Panama, 
crossed it by mule, and boarded a ship headed for 
California. He contracted yellow fever on board ship 
and wrote the letter in shaky script as he was dying. 
The letter was entitled "The Dying Californian," and 
excerpts as written follows: 
 

"Tis my wife I’ll speak of now. 
Tell O tell her how I miss her 

When the fever burned my brow 
Harken to me closely lisson 
Don’t forget a single word, 

That in death my eyes did glisten 
With the tears her memory stirred. 

Tell her to kiss my children 
Like the kiss I last impressed 
Hold them as last I held them 

folded closely to my brest. 
Give them early to their maker 

putting all their trust in God 
And he never will forsake her 

He has said so in his word 
Oh my children Heaven bless them. 

They were all my life to me 
Would I could once more caress them 

Ear I sink beneth the sea 
Twas for them I crossed the ocean 

What my hopes were I’ll not tell 
But they have gained an orphans portion 

yet he doeth all things well." 
 
Benjamin Philbrick died and was buried in the Pacific 
Ocean. The complete text of his letter is on file in the 
museum. In 1860 Lydia Lord Philbrick married for the 
second time to Alvin Finney Aldrich, son of Nathaniel 
and Polly Aldrich. 
 
Excerpts from "Shrewsbury, Vermont – Our 
Town As It Was" by Dawn D. Hance 
The sad epitaph on the grave of Adelaide "Taddie" 
Foster in Laurel Glen Cemetery (in Cuttingsville) 
pulls at the stoutest hearts. Carved in stone, it out-
lines the courtship of Taddie Foster and Marshall P. 
Spafford. 

2

Carved on the 12' high polished granite stone, 
topped by a cloth draped urn, is a 7 stanza poem 
describing the courtship and engagement of the pair, 
separated by Taddie’s untimely death at 27 years of 
age. Spafford never married and when he died in 
1904, Charles Foster, Taddie’s brother, had his re-
mains buried beside Taddie’s grave. 

Submitted by Ruth Winkler 

“Hi Neighbor” 
Shrewsbury is a very special place because of its 
topography and its eclectic mix of residents. We pur-
chased our property 50 
years ago and moved 
up permanently 35 
years ago. We used to 
know many more local 
people than we do now. 
In fact, even on our 
short Keiffer Road two 
new homes have been 
built in recent years. We 
wave to all our neigh-
bors as they drive by, 
season by season, but 
in fact Lee and I had not 
met some of them. 
 
So, we decided to host a party on December 12th to 
welcome all our neighbors living on Keiffer Road to 
meet us and each other. The timing was opportune 
as it was my 80th birthday and holiday time as well. 
 
The invitation was personally delivered and every-
thing was prepared and anticipated except that one 
variable that is always uncertain, weather. You 
guessed it. We had no power for several days includ-
ing the Friday evening of the party. At the last minute 
we postponed the event until the following Saturday 
noon, when even if we didn’t have power, we would 
have the benefit of daylight.  
 
Due to the change of day and time two families had 
to cancel but we gained two others. In total Lee and I 
were delighted to welcome 19 of our neighbors, in-
cluding one homeowner who drove up from Massa-
chusetts to be with us. Yeah, we still had only gener-
ator power. 
 
Every guest met a neighbor that they previously 
hadn’t met. That was the purpose. Good food and 
home made chocolate truffles were enjoyed by all. 
Conversation, wine and punch flowed easily. And 
there was some talk about next year’s party. Lee 
said we’ll check the weather. 

Lee and Dick Rohe 

Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  



 10 Times of Shrewsbury  February 2015  

!

 

LIFE 
AT 

PIERCE’S!

1

An organ used to sit in the parlor at the Pierce house 
which is now my office.  And then a piano replaced 
the organ. And the Pierces were replaced by other 
occupants.  But through it all, music has always been 
present here.  Now, it's singing, as Tim and I sang 
our way through December.  Somehow, I have dis-
covered, the Pierce house is one of those places 
where music fills the rooms- even when it's silent. 
 
My father, George, arrived for the week of the winter 
solstice and Christmas.  Without his visit, I don't think 
I would have discovered how much Northam is a 
musical hamlet.  It had never dawned on me before. 
Last year, I joined the Shrewsbury Singers.  Unfortu-
nately, with my work schedule, it's now hard for me 
to go, but Tim took over.  He had never sung before 
in a chorus. He is now faithful to the Sunday gather-
ing and positions himself between Avery and Mano-
lo.  While I worked, Tim took my father to the Sunday 
morning sing.  I could just picture George sitting 
there in one of the pews just taking it all in, listening 
to the group learn and practice “The Carol of the 
Bells” over and over, feeling how his daughter's life 
has evolved and grown so deeply enriched within 
this community. 
 
But on that day, the singing didn't stop there for 
George.  That afternoon, I barrelled home from work 
and madly copied all my holiday songbooks as we 
had another adventure waiting.  During my youth, 
every year, my family would join others in the neigh-
borhood and carol to my Aunt Sylvia and others 

2

around the neighborhood.  I wanted to renew this 
tradition. 
 
So my Shrewsbury friends Gracie and Janet and I 
put together a last minute carol sing.  And I mention 
this because I am not sure what was more fun; eat-
ing pizza and brownies, laughing and soaking up the 
excitement and enthusiasm on the Tuesday night as 
we planned it, or six days later seeing the magical 
results of what happened. 
 
Twenty-one carolers gathered at the Pierce house 
and we visited four homes that Sunday!  Each time, 
we belted out “Carol of the Bells”, as the morning 
chorus had just learned it. But Gracie took the carol-
ing to the next level and invited the whole community 
to a gathering at the meetinghouse that day at 5 pm. 
I was in awe how our community gathered at the last 
minute, bringing platters of holiday cookies and 
drinking Janet's homemade hot chocolate while 
Roxanne played the piano.  From infants to older 
adults (the oldest I knew is eighty-four) and everyone 
in between, we all sang to our heart's delight.  The 
little Shrewsburyites paraded around the group in a 
Christmas pageant and we even had a Santa Lucia. 
It was fun! 
 
But the singing didn't end.  Next, we took George to 
the Christmas Eve service where I was recruited or 
asked to join in the Christmas choir. We sang our 
way through the service that night.  The highlight for 
me was singing “The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas.”  Different families and friends would rise to 
their feet for each of the days, so exercise was in-
volved. By the next day, Tim, my dad and I all had 
hoarse voices. 

On December 21 Wilder led the parade of seasonal characters around the Hall 
during a festive evening of caroling. Singing favorite carols included Eldred, Lily, 
Podge, Cedelle, Avery, Silas and Emmett.  Over 50 Shrewsberries attended the 
joyful evening at the Town Hall.  --Photos by Lisa Steckler 

Carols at Dusk on the Solstice 

Continued on next page  
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Continued from previous page 
And now we have switched over to skiing.  But I would like to say Marjorie's house has always attracted mu-
sic.  Whether it was good conversation, laughter or even singing, it's present here.  I have heard that after 
Marjorie's death there were musical gatherings in the house and that brings smiles to those who remember. 
 
And then I started thinking about how good it feels to belt out a song in the car when no one is listening. And 
how on Sunday afternoons, we will walk by our neighbor who “jams” with his friends playing old rock and roll 
tunes.  And then there's the Thursday morning group who play in the store.  The music pleasantly and quietly 
wafts through the house. Music is everywhere and even in silence, there is music in the house filled with 
many memories for many of you.  Tim and I feel that good energy. 
 
“Joy, Joy, JOY!” I still can't get it out of my head, my fellow XMAS Eve choir members! 

Stacy McKiernan 

1

This past Halloween, in Shrewsbury, while people 
prepared bowls of candy for excited trick-or-treaters, 
or put the finishing touches on their costume or dec-
orations, we at Spring Lake Ranch were getting 
ready for our unique fall holiday, Community Day.  
 
Community Day, the celebration of our community 
and the communal spirit, is a day full of activities de-
signed to bring us closer in friendship and healing, 
and to contemplate what it is about the community at 
Spring Lake Ranch that makes it such a special 
place.   
 
Many past ranchers currently in Rutland taking part 
in our aftercare programs and friends from all over 
joined those of us “on the hill” for the day. We had 
fun playing indoor and outdoor games, including a 
raucous game of football in a foot of fresh snow. 
Creative workshops drew crowds as we attempted to 
put the feeling of community into words, songs, and 
art. The posters, songs, and plays created during 
this time expressed what community means to us 
and how we can strengthen and foster that commu-
nity. At the day’s end, after the songs were sung and 
the games were finished, everyone gathered for 
supper, a tighter kinship and connection felt by eve-
ryone in the room. 
 
Much of the actions, considerations, and meditations 
we enhanced our community with throughout Com-
munity Day are relevant to communities outside 
Spring Lake Ranch – school communities, church 
communities, and our very own Shrewsbury commu-
nity. 

2

 
Our Community Day poster-making workshop de-
signed a beautiful piece that depicted the many ways 
to build community.  I think that any person putting 
into practice just one of the actions of the poster 
would enrich their own life and strengthen the many 
communities that we all depend on. I know that it has 
made a difference for me.  

Submitted by Heather Brown, Spring Lake Ranch 
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Be part of the Quilt 
Be generous with your time 

Give a helping hand 
Welcome newcomers 
Seek to understand 

Take the time to listen 
Accept people for who they are 

Help chase the animals when they get out 
Have good boundaries 

Try new things 
Try thinking in a different way 

Be grateful * Be respectful 
Laugh together 

Don’t be quick to judge 
Don’t take things personally 

Love and respect yourself * Love and respect others 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help 

Take pride in your work 
Be accountable to yourself and others 

Share your talents 
Be there for others 
Challenge yourself 
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Community Needs 
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: 
Contact Pastor Rita Lane 775-2578, in her absence 
 
Worship Co-chair Sue Kelley 492-3738, 779-5241 
 
Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Pastor  
Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna Smith 492-3367 
 
Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Re-
quests: Contact Pastor Rita Lane 775-2578 

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF 
at the Library in the front entry way. 

All are Welcome to Come in and Help yourself 
any time the Library is OPEN: 

The Shrewsbury Community Church 

Compiled by Sue Ransom-Kelley 

Community Church Calendar 
Feb 1  @ 1030am: Worship Service and Holy Commun-
ion Rev. Bob  Boutwell. Please bring a non-erishable 
food item 
Feb 8 @ 1030am: Community Service Project Making 
Soles for Hope All Invited! 
Feb 14 @ 430pm: Free Soup and Bread Community 
Supper Town Hall All Welcome! 
Feb 15 @1030am: Worship service Rev. Skip Dickinson 
Feb  18 @ 12 noon: Prayer Shawl Meeting  at the home 
of Carol Goodwin. Please bring a bag lunch, dessert and 
drinks will be provided.  Please call Carol 747-0192  to 
let her know if you can attend. All welcome! 
Feb 22 @ 1030am: Worship Service Rev. Bob Boutwell. 

Live Music Food & Fun!  ~~ Come One Come All! 
Free Soup & Bread Community Supper 

Saturday, February 14 @ 4:30pm 
Shrewsbury Town Hall 

Come visit and warm up your tummies with our 
neighbors.    Menu to include: delicious homemade 
soups, chili, bread and scrumptious desserts!  

“Invitation to the Community to Serve” for people 
of all ages who want to 
make a difference in the 
community by getting in-
volved and realizing the 
satisfaction that comes 
with being a volunteer. 

 
Sunday February 8th 1030 am-1200 noon at the 
Shrewsbury Community Church (the  Center Church 
& Town Hall) the community is invited to participate 
in a new alternative service. This is different than a 
traditional worship service. We will watch a short 
movie explaining our mission and we will be cutting 
out shoe pieces for “Sole Hope”. The pieces will be 
sent to NC and eventually to Uganda. Shoemakers 
will make them into shoes, which help keep children 
jigger-free and give them freedom from foot related 
diseases. Shoemakers will be paid a livable wage 
and children will receive much needed medical care 
before they are given their pair of shoes. We can 
make a difference!        
                                                                                                         
 If you have any of these items please bring them: 
used Blue Jeans, fabric scissors, Large Safety Pins, 
Plastic-items such as milk jugs, thin plastic folders, 
laundry detergent bottles or 2 liter Soda Bottles. 
However, bringing anything is NOT required. Please 
just come and help. Refreshments will be provided. 

Christmas Eve Service 
We had a lovely Christmas Eve Service. Thanks to all 
who participated! The sanctuary was adorned with 
fresh balsam wreaths and our beautiful tree, decorat-
ed with white lights, gold and silver bells and a shining 
star. On Christmas Eve time stands still for a moment. 
It is the time when here and now drift away and every-
thing is delightful, enchanting and even magical. It is 
story time. We are both in the sanctuary and on a 
lonely hillside outside of  Bethlehem. We are with 
each other, neighbors, friends and family and we are 
with the Magi on a difficult journey. We listen to the 
choir and we listen to choirs of angels, a whole heav-
enly host of angels we have heard on high.  
 
Christmas Eve, like every night, is new, a never hap-
pening before moment in time, and yet, we have been 
there before, done this before, told the Christmas Sto-
ry before, and heard it before. Everything we do is 
steeped in ritual and tradition; yet each time we hear 
this story it is as if we are hearing it anew and we 
learn something new. The story we tell is always hap-
pening: birth, death, taxes, weary travelers without a 
place to stay, babies born, sudden signs of grace and 
glory and surprising generosity. The past and the pre-
sent are closely woven and we sense the presence of 
our own eternal selves, our souls and our everyday 
selves.  
 
At the end of the evening, we pass a visible sign of 
grace, the light of a candle, from hand to hand, we 
see radiance and beauty in one another, as seen 
through the eyes of a timeless love.  

  
 

 
 
The Christmas Tree was donated by: Russell and Donna Reay of Paxton Greens                                                                                                                                       
Wreaths in the Sanctuary & outside were given by:                                       
Virginia Ransom: In Memory of Alex & Virginia Donaski                                                                   
The Over Family: In Memory of Marilyn Sally Jones & George C. Over                                           
Rip Lincoln: In Memory of Rene Lincoln                                                                                        
Annette Baker Parrish: In Memory of  Don Parrish, Carter & Evelyn Baker , Bob & Nan Balewicz 
Roxanne Ramah: In Memory of Fred Ramah                                                                                     
Reverend Jordan & Derry Dickinson: In Memory of our daughter Jennifer Elizabeth Dickinson.         
The Kelley Family in Memory of Charles Harrison Kelley                                                   
Poinsettias in the Sanctuary were given by:                                                         
Judy Webster: In Memory of Joanne Trombley.                                                                    
Fran Patten & Rich Bettelli: In Memory of our beloved parents.                                                   
Roxanne Ramah: In Memory of Ray & Rhea Roberts.                                                                         
Reverend Jordan & Derry Dickinson: In Memory of our daughter Jennifer Elizabeth Dickinson. 

                                                Community Needs  

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF @ the Library in the front entry way. 

All are Welcome to Come in and Help Yourself any time the Library is OPEN 
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 Wild-
life 
Pose 
for 
Por-
traits 
Critter 
cam-
eras 
are 
cap-
turing 
all 
sorts 
of 
wildlife  
in 

Shrewsbury. Jason Wisell’s 
camera  
 
well-positioned camera  
 
photosJason Wisell’s critter 
camera captured portraits 
of Shrewsbury wildlife. So 
beware all you critters when 
you’re roaming around in 
the wilds!  

nonymous (who doesn’t want the critters to know where 
his camera is!  
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Versatile  
Home & Business  

Services LLC 

BRIAN 

 
802-492-2195
       

Building 
Maintenance 

Services 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

Cleaning Services 
 

Professionally 
Insured 

Versatile Home & Business Services LLC 
Cuttingsville, VT 

Brian Ferguson - Owner 

Residential & 
Commercial 

Cleaning Services 
 

Interior/Exterior & 
Windows 

 
Routine Home 
Maintenance 

 
Insured 

 
 

 

Residential & 
Commercial  

 
Interior/Exterior 

Cleaning Services  
 

Windows 
 

Routine Home 
Maintenance 

 
Insured 

versatilehbs@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Office For Rent In Professional Suite 
 

Bright, handicapped accessible,  
Rutland office for rent in downtown pro-

fessional suite. 
 

Rent includes:  
heat, utilities, parking, use of waiting 

room, meeting room, fax, internet, trash 
removal,  

and bathroom facilities. 
 

Rent 500.00 per month. 
If interested, please call Karin Bar-Zeev 

at 
802-773-2498 

Tinmouth Contra Dance Schedule 
All dances are taught, and you do not need a part-
ner.  If you are a beginner, come at 8.  The dance 
takes place in the Tinmouth Community Center, 
generally on the third Friday of the month. Please 
bring clean, non-marring shoes. Admission is $9, $7 
for teens and free for children 12 and under. Re-
freshments will be available to benefit the dance 
fund. Info: 446-2928 or  www.Tinmouthvt.org. Dates: 
February 20, March 20, April 17 , May 15, June 19 
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Enjoy a  VT  tradition &
taste what spring is all about!

Shrewsbury Mtg House

88 Lottery Rd  - Shrewsbury Ctr, VT

Saturday ~ March 28, 2015
7:30 am - 12:30 pm

Pancake  Breakfast

Benefit: Cairo Shrine Ctr, Rutland VT   802-747-3400
admin@cairoshriners.com or grampaty@comcast.net

Wallingford Rotary Club Pork Dinner will be Sat-
urday, January 31 from 5 – 7pm at the Rotary Build-
ing, 96 North Main Street, Wallingford. Adults:  $12    
Children: $6  (under age 12). Proceeds Benefit Ro-
tary Scholarships and Charities. 
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A winter garden in an alder swamp, 
Where conies now come out to sun and romp, 

As near a paradise as it can be 
And not melt snow or start a dormant tree. 

Excerpt from “A Winter Eden” by Robert Frost 
 
With the lengthening of days and more sunshine to 
cast a glow upon the busy lives and accomplish-
ments of Mill River’s students, your board members 
are pleased to report the following: 
 
New England Honor Music Festival:  Congratula-
tions to the following students who were accepted 
into the prestigious New England Honor Music Festi-
val: Brandon Bailey, tenor; Tara Beattie, soprano;  
Jake Bloomer, tuba; Aaron Botti, bass; Anna-Sofia 
Botti, soprano; Christian Brand, bass; Katherine 
Bullock, soprano; Arthur Conover, bass/trumpet; 
Ryan Darling, tenor; Isabelle Fontein, alto; Cameron 
Gilmour, bass; Elaine Hasenohr, alto; Timothy Hef-
fernan, tenor; Caroline Lapp, soprano; Gabrielle 
Lazzaro, soprano; Jonathan Mackintosh, bass; Will 
Shorey, percussion; Rachel Uhler, clarinet; and Kyle 
Weeden, tenor. All MRUHS students who auditioned 
were accepted and will perform with nationally re-
nowned conductors and hundreds of other student 
musicians in Keene, NH on  March 19-21. 
 
Singing Valentines:  The Mill River Chamber Sing-
ers will be delivering Singing Valentines on February 
12 with a snow date of February 13 at the school and 
throughout Rutland County.  If you are interested in 
purchasing a Singing Valentine for someone “spe-
cial”, please see a member of the Chamber Singers 
or contact Kristin Cimonetti (775-1925 ext. 307 or 
kcimonetti@rssu.org).  Singing Valentines are $10 
each if delivered at MRUHS and $20 if delivered 
elsewhere in Rutland County.  
 
The Green Mountain Music District Festival: This 
year’s District 1 Festival featuring Middle School 
Chorus, Middle School Jazz Band, and High School 
Symphonic Band will be held on Friday, February 6 
at The College of St. Joseph with a snow date of 
Saturday, February 7.   
 
The second festival is on March 6 and will feature 
the High School Chorus, High School Jazz Band and 
the Middle School Symphonic Band. The musical 
groups will be rehearsing with conductors throughout 
the day and performing a concert at 7:00 pm. Tickets 
are available at the door (Adults $5, Children/ Stu-
dents $3, Seniors $3, and Families of 4 or more $15.  
Combining the two festivals, there will be 52 musi-
cians representing MRUHS. 

2

“Show Me Gala” Talent Show: On Friday, February 
27 at 7:00pm, the Mill River community will present 
its 21st annual “Show Me Gala” talent show in the 
Mill River auditorium.  This event is hosted by the 
Mill River Friends of Music and will feature perform-
ers of all ages. This is a fundraising effort to help 
support the music programs at MRUHS.   Tickets are 
$5 per person and $15 per family.    
 
MakerSpace:  The library staff has been working 
hard to set up MRUHS’s MakerSpace,  
an area stocked with supplies to encourage student 
creativity.  Often, but not always, Makerspace pro-
jects use technology in their design and implementa-
tion.  The school has a green screen recording area 
(for making videos, just like weather reports on TV), 
tripods, mics, and audio recording supplies.  Stu-
dents are using computers in the media lab for video 
editing.  Several classes have been using the green 
screen to make videos.  To learn more about 
MRUHS’s MakerSpace, check out mrumak-
erspace.weebly.com.  The library staff is looking for 
donations of supplies and tools, and will also happily 
take monetary donations.  Grant funding is being 
pursued for a 3D printer, MaKey Makey kits, Arduino 
kits, and robotics supplies.  In addition, the library 
staff is hoping to work with MRUHS’s After School 
program to get students involved with technology 
and expand their creativity. 
 
Showcase Night:  A huge thank you to MRUHS’S 
Communication Committee for planning the very 
successful Showcase Night held on January 15 for 
prospective students and their families.  Faculty 
members were available to answer questions about 
our academic, fine arts, and unified arts programs, 
and students representing the music department 
gave a brief performance.  Displays featuring clubs 
and organizations were also available for viewing.    
There are already plans for making this an annual 
event.   
 
The Annual Meeting of Mill River Union High School 
District #40 has been set for Wednesday,   
February 11, 2015, at 7:00 pm. 

Adrienne Raymond  492-3578 
Sally-Anne Snarski   492-3505 

MILL RIVER UNION HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Greetings fellow Shrewsbury residents, 
The calendar says January so it must be time to start 
thinking about Town Meeting Day decisions and time to 
get information out.  It has been a busy year and a grow-
ing year at the Shrewsbury Mountain School.  Soon you 
will be getting a copy of the Town Report in the mail.   
 
Our Educational tax rate is derived from both elementary 
and high school per pupil spending.  While our student 
count has been increasing at the elementary school it 
has been decreasing at Mill River.  The financial chal-
lenge at the Mtn. School has been to keep expenditures 
from increasing while student counts grow.  I think we 
have met that challenge.  I also think Mill River has met 
the challenge of reducing expenditures in the face of 
shrinking student counts. 
 
I’ll get straight to the bottom line: I expect that our com-
bined educational homestead property taxes will be a 
2.05% increase over last year.   The only variable (that 
affects the tax rate) that we as a Board and as voters 
have any control over is “educational spending” and thus 
“per equalized pupils spending”.  Our elementary per 
pupil spending is increasing this year by 1.15%.   Our 
per pupil spending probably will be 15% lower than the 
state average, and 10% lower than Rutland City. 
 
At the Mtn. School our expenditures are going up by 
$37,281.  Supervisory Union assessments are increas-
ing $21,000 and there is a $17,000 increase in roof bond 
payments (totally offset by the $18,466 saved due to the 
roofing project coming in under budget).  The SU as-
sessment increase is so large because as our pupil 
count grows and most of our sister districts’ pupil counts 
have shrunk, Shrewsbury’s proportion has jumped quite 
dramatically.  We expect to save $6,000 every year due 
to new solar panels (totally paid for from current budget 
savings and a 50% grant). 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at the informational 
meeting on Monday night, March 2 at 5:30.  We will try to 
answer all your questions.   Until then stay warm, and 
don’t forget to vote on March 3. 

Ed Hemmer, School Board Member 

Book Inspires Project 
This fall I read the book ‘A Long Walk to Water’ 
by Linda Sue Park, It follows the lives of two chil-
dren, both in Sudan. Nya is 11 years old and her 
days were filled with carrying water for her family, 
leaving no time for education. The other child is 
Salva, a ”lost boy” who spent years walking from 
South Sudan to refugee camps in Ethiopia and 
then to Kenya searching for safety and family.  In 
1996 at the age of 22 he was chosen to come to 
the United States.   

 
After reading this book I was 
struck by the need in South 
Sudan and decided to do 
something to help. The or-
ganization Water for South 
Sudan based out of Roches-
ter, New York was founded 

and is led by Salva Dut, the lost boy the book is 
written about. WFSS has drilled over 200 wells 
since it was founded in 2003. To drill one well 
costs $15,000 - the benefit is huge, sometimes 
one well can serve several thousand people. The 
time saved allows women to grow more food and 
start small businesses, and gives children time 
for school. It is estimated that 50-60% of the 
population do not have access to clean water. 
South Sudan is the world’s newest country, but 
also one of the poorest. It is estimated that 50-
60% of the population do not have access to 
clean water. As of February 2014 230,000 refu-
gees were displaced in South Sudan, coming 
from Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of the Con-
go, and Uganda. And an estimated 740,000 na-
tive Sudanese people are also homeless. 
 
 My small way of helping is organizing a fund-
raiser, ordering seeds in bulk from Fedco Seeds 
and re-packaging for sale.   
 
Seed order forms and more info are available on 
our website: Seedsworthsowing.webs.com. 
Forms are also available at locations around 
town. Order your seeds from: SEEDS WORTH 
SOWING - All profits go to: Water for South Su-
dan. Seed orders may be sent to seeds-
worthsowing@gmail.com. orr an order form may 
be mailed to: Seeds Worth Sowing c/o Cedelle 
Sirjane, 191 Button Hill Road, Cuttingsville VT, 
05738. You may also call me at 492-3377. A 
planting guide and variety description are availa-
ble on our website. All seeds are not knowingly 
GMO – some are even Organic! Check out Wa-
ter for South Sudan’s website for more infor-
mation about them: waterforsouthsudan.org. 

Cedelle Sirjane 
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Farm House to Rent 
With horses and cows and views of the mountains 

 

The house is an old carriage barn converted into three 
upstairs bedrooms, two bathrooms (one full, one half), 
large kitchen and open living room with picture win-
dow, basement for storage and laundry, small north 
facing porch. The entire house is hardwood floors.  
The house is unfurnished and weatherized. Utilities 
not included in rent. Short or long term. 

Call Ludy Biddle 492-3350 
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Jill Maynard Nolan  

    
GIVE US A CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS.GIVE US A CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS.GIVE US A CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS.GIVE US A CALL FOR ANY OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS.    

    

hmhvt.comhmhvt.comhmhvt.comhmhvt.com    

We specialize in providing you with  
local superior service and coverage. 

Home      Business      Auto 

HULL MAYNARD HERSEY INSURANCEHULL MAYNARD HERSEY INSURANCEHULL MAYNARD HERSEY INSURANCEHULL MAYNARD HERSEY INSURANCE    
105 Center Street 

Rutland, VT 05701 
802-773-3000 
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Copperas Hill 
Farm 
Shrewsbury, VT 

 
Now offers: 

Grass-Fed Beef 
 

Heritage Pork products  
available in March 

All Supplemented with Organic Feed 
 

Call or email for more details 
189 Copperas Hill Road, Shrewsbury, 

VT 05738  (802) 492-3525 
www.copperashillfarm.com  
marc@copperashillfarm.com 68 South Main Street      Wallingford, Vermont 05773      802.446.2499

Celebrating Our 13th Year  
of Service to the Community
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MCGOWN LANDSCAPING
Design, Build, and Property Services

Shrewsbury, VT
802-558-6832

greg@mcgownlandscaping.com

S U S T A I N A B L E  P R A C T I C E S

New Landscape Construction, Lawn Care, Seasonal 
Cleanups, Drainage Solutions, Light Excavation

Hospice Volunteer Training 
Rutland Area VNA & Hospice 
(RAVNAH) will offer a free hospice vol-
unteer training course for individuals 
who wish to become hospice and palli-
ative care volunteers in Rutland Coun-
ty. There will be 8 three-hour sessions 
beginning in late March that will meet 
two times a week on Thursday after-
noons and Saturday mornings. The 
content will cover many aspects of the 
dying process including spiritual and 
bereavement issues, patient privacy 
and confidentiality, cultural compe-
tence in different settings with diverse 
populations, and ways in which a vol-
unteer presence can support both the 
hospice patient and the family or care-
givers. Materials will be provided and 
there is no charge for the training.    
  

The training sessions will be held at 
RAVNAH. To enroll in the training or to 
find out more info, call John Campbell, 
Hospice Volunteer Coordinator at 770-
1683 or email jcampbell@ravnah.org. 

!

 6 

1

LIFE AT PIERCE’S:   
A Marvelous Marvel of Marble-Top Tables 
Last summer, my 83 year old father felt over-
whelmed with the amount of stuff he had in his 
Maine home. I, too, shared his anxiety and was quite 
happy to help him when he decided to have a yard 
sale. First, we had to gather things in the house that 
he was willing to part with. We both discovered that 
sometimes despite your best effort it is not so easy 
to let things go. One such item was a marble-top ta-
ble. 
 
While rummaging in his attic, I discovered a base of 
said marble-top table held together by string and 
toothbrush. I brought it downstairs to throw it away 
when my father commented, “Oh yeah, I've been 
meaning to fix that”. I can assure you it had been in 
disrepair for at least twenty five years. 
 
Next in “Operation Clean Out”, we focused our atten-
tion on the garage where I found the marble-top to 
the base of the table. It was in the same sad shape 
as the base. Tim, my handy partner, even agreed it 
was beyond repair. After lengthy discussions, my 
father reluctantly decided to add it to the yard sale 
pile. 
 
On the night of his decision, we celebrated his birth-
day at a friend's house. In her living room sat a mar-
ble-top table in beautiful condition just like the one 
my father did not want to part with. Tim and I chuck-
led when we saw the table, “Oh no, the table!” Lucki-
ly, my father did not notice the table and his re-
mained in the yard sale pile. 
 
The next day, Tim and I drove back to Vermont. We, 

Fully Furnished House for Rent 
 

Call Ginny or Dan 
802 492 3504 

This is a Non Smoking Property 
1750 Ft Sq on First Floor 

Very large Bonus Room Downstairs 
3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths 

Two Fireplaces 
Very Large Walk out Deck in Rear 

Lots of closets and Storage 
$1200.00/Mo. Plus Utilities 

First, Last and Deposit Required 

 
2014 Dog Licenses 

Dog Licenses are 
now available at the 
Town Office or by 
mail. A current rabies 
certificate must be on 

file prior to obtaining a license. 
Vermont Law indicates that all 
dogs or wolf-hybrids older than 
six months old shall annually on 
or before April 1 be registered.  
20 V.S. A. §3581. There will be a 
late fee after April 1. 

Fees: $8 spayed / neutered, 
or $12 female / male. 

After April 1 additional $4 late fee. 

2

too, had decisions to be made. We were interested 
in renting the Pierce's house and wanted to walk 
through it a second time. We contacted Joyce who 
was in charge of finding a tenant for the house. She 
graciously let us walk through it again. 
 
The house had been freshly painted since our last 
visit with many of Marjorie's furnishings removed. 

Only a few pieces 
remained. An old 
Grandfather clock 
built by Glendon 
in honor of Gilford 
stood in the cor-
ner of the living 
room (Gilford's 
plane was tragi-
cally shot down in 
World War II and 
he was never 
found leaving a 
hole in the hearts 

of his young bride, family and friends). Numerous 
elegant mirrors were scattered about. Upstairs in 
Gordon's bedroom, all the furniture was still arranged 
exactly as it was in his day. 
 
But what did we discover when we opened up the 
closet door in what was once Willie and Gertrude's 
(Marjorie's parents) room? Yes! You guessed it, the 
same marble-top table we had spent the last three 
days helping my father purge. A beautiful ornately-
styled table with a marble-top. And with that, we ta-
bled any further indecision about renting Marjorie's 
house. 

Stacy McKiernan 

Shrewsbury Involvement 
On December 7 Rip Jackson’s 15th edition of Handel’s Messiah 
was performed at Grace Congregational Church before two large 
audiences.  While it is interesting to note this event what is more 
valuable is the number of people from Shrewsbury who were will-
ing to sacrifice five weekends in a row (rehearsals) to be a part of 
this annual Rutland performance which actually started in the 
1950’s. So hats off to those Shrewsbury singers who have directly 
or indirectly spent part of their lives here: Laurel Joe Fretz, Kimber-
ly Lanier, Vicky Arthur, Louise Duda, Marjory Pierce, Lynn Pilcher, 
Roxanne Ramah, Dale Janik, Ann Marie Ryan, Cedelle and Em-
mett Sirjane, Victoria Gillhouse, Ann Vanneman, Scott Garren, 
Avery and Seamus Martin, Manolo Zelkin, Gary Salmon, and Rip 
Jackson.                                                  Submitted by Gary Salmon 
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Do you have a computer to donate? 
Do you have a desktop or laptop computer you don't need any more to donate to someone who is unable to 
purchase one? Please call Sue @ 779-5241 on behalf of the Community Sharing Project sponsored by the 
Shrewsbury Community Church to arrange to donate to a Shrewsbury resident,  who would very much ap-
preciate your generosity and put your gift to good use!   

Shrewsbury Community Sharing Project sponsored by Shrewsbury Commmunity Church 

Rutland County Democratic Com-
mittee Meeting Monday, February 2, 
2015 at the Rutland Free Library 
6:15pm doors open, refreshments; 
6:30pm meeting begins 
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Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

 
December 13 - Guest Chef Weezie Duda will 
make Roast Pork with Tomatoes, Fennel & On-
ions, Rob's Roll, Mini Cheesecake with Raspber-
ry Sauce. 
 
January 10 - Guest Chef Hilary Adams  (call the 
store for the menu!) 
 
January 24 - Guest Chef Connie Youngstrom 
will make Mini Meatloaves with Maplecrest beef, 
baked sweet dumpling winter squash, scalloped 
potatoes and something green on the side 
(whatever she can find that's local—spinach, 
kale, Brussels sprouts perhaps.) 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
 17 

 
Pierce’s Store 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
November 8: d Chef Carol Calotta will prepare 
Beef Bourguignon served over egg noodles. It 
will have carrots, mushrooms and baby onions in 
the stew and be served with a green salad. 
 
November 22: Chef Nancy Ellery will prepare a 
Seafood Lasagna with a green salad.  
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 

1

Thanksgiving Specials 
Rob has developed a pre-
liminary menu of special 
order treats for the holiday. 
They include: 
Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 
Cranberry Sauce 
Dinner Rolls 
Holiday Bread (with nuts, 

raisins, cranberries & apricots) 
 
The store will be open for a few hours Thanksgiv-
ing morning—probably until 1:00, but check at 
the store as we get closer to the day to be sure.  
 
In October, I ran a special on wine and in No-
vember I plan to do the same with beer. In this 
case, I’ll break open a selection of 6-packs and let 
you build your own from a variety of beers. Not all 
vendors allow this yet, but apparently it’s becoming 
more common. I need to research a little more to be 
certain which beers will be acceptable to sell this way 
and how they can be priced, but I’ll let you know 
when it’s ready!  
 
A big change is coming to the store in November. 
The check-out process is going to be much smoother 
as we’ll have a “Point of Sale” system in place. This 
will mean your purchases will be scanned and the 
price will show on a display without the volunteer 
having to enter the price and category of the item. 
It’s all programmed into the computer.  
 
Of course, there will be a learning curve and we’ll 
find that there are items on the shelves that were 
missed when the database was being populated. But 
we’ll get past those in the first month, I hope.  
 
This new system will make inventory management 
much simpler and will give the manager more time to 
spend on improving the selections on the shelves, 
refining pricing, promoting items through sales, and 
many other as yet unimagined benefits. In addition, 
and just as importantly, it will simplify the job of our 
volunteers.  
 
A big THANK YOU! to Randell Barclay who re-
searched alternatives and made the recommenda-
tion to invest in this system. Then Randell built the 
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system and populated it with our inventory. It would 
not have happened as easily without him.  
 
A Recipe SooFoo – Remember last month I men-
tioned this item as a really tasty protein/rice alterna-
tive? I found a great way to use it. I had some late 
zucchinis in the garden—they were a little larger than 
I like to have as plain vegetable, so I thought I’d stuff 
them for a supper one evening. I cooked up a half 
cup of dry SooFoo with some chicken bouillon and 
olive oil. Then I mixed in some chopped up veggies 
from the crisper—peppers, a bit of onion, some 
chopped greens and a few sad tomatoes. I placed 
the mixture into the seeded zucchini halves, sprin-
kled on some bread crumbs and grated cheese and 
baked them for a half hour or so. For the finishing 
touch, I turned on the broiler so the top crisped up. 
Yum! A very good supper indeed. And best, a meal 
in itself.  
 
You can find SooFoo in our “Bargain Bin” because 
the bags we have are out of date. But I can tell you 
that the bag I have – out of date – is perfectly fine. I 
hope you’ll try SooFoo!  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team!  

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

 

NEWS FROM 
PIERCE’S STORE 

 
Monday-Saturday 7am-7pm  

 Sunday 8am-5pm 
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During this time of giving thanks and reflection on the 
past year, on behalf of the Board of the Shrewsbury 
Coop at Pierce’s Store, I would like to thank the 
Shrewsbury community for being supportive of our 
adventure. Nearing the end of the year, it appears 
that our revenues have continued to grow—
accompanied by increased costs of goods, of 
course—and that we’ll end the year in decent shape.  
What a wonderful community we live in! Thank you 
all. 
 
Point of Sale System The efforts that Randell Bar-
clay put in during the past several months to imple-
ment our new computerized inventory system are 
beginning to pay off. Among other things, this new 
way of operating will allow us to see how particular 
items have sold over a period of time. This could 
lead to changes in what and how many we stock or 
make.  
 
Many volunteers have already attained mastery of 
the ins and outs of making sales and several are 
learning other features such as checking in deliveries 
electronically. As manager, I will appreciate the re-
duction in the amount of time I spend “counting” 
things: it will allow more time to work on inventory 
changes and adjustments to our pricing.   
 
Some customers have experienced longer waits at 
the register than in the past because we’ve been 
struggling with the touchscreen monitor, scanner 
wand, wireless trackpad, and items that are unknown 
to the system. We appreciate the willingness all of 
you have shown as we come up to speed.   
 
I am sure I speak for the full board when I say that 
on New Year’s Day we’ll all enjoy resting or playing 
with family rather than spending a good part of the 
day at the store counting and recording every item 
on the shelves.  
 
Holiday Specials  
As in past years, Rob will prepare a number of items 
from the bakery/kitchen for special order. Watch at 
the store or on our FaceBook page for what will be 
on the menu.  
 
In addition, we’ll be stocking or offering special 
treats: a few varieties of festive wines and bubbles; 
candies and confections; Thomas’s Eggnog; preor-
der turkeys and perhaps hams. Please let me know if 
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there are particular items you’d like to see in the 
store.    
 
Gifts and Gift Certificates Here’s a gift suggestion: 
purchase a bulk quantity of your family member’s 
favorite [fill in the blank!]—members can purchase 
for just 20% over the wholesale price and non-
members get the benefit of the lower price of pur-
chasing in quantity. Remember, too, that you can 
purchase a gift certificate to Pierce’s Store as a gift 
for someone special. Just ask the person at the reg-
ister. 
 
Music on Thursdays Do you know that most Thurs-
day mornings a group of Shrewsberries bring their 
banjos, guitars, fiddles or whatever to the store and 
jam? They take over the café area and have a grand 
time. Please stop in and listen or join in anytime be-
tween about 8:30 and 10.  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team! Happy Holidays to all and have a Safe and 
Happy New Year! See you at the Store. 

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

Rob will make guacamole, salsa, chili con 
carne for Super Bowl Sunday preorders.  

 

For Valentine’s Day, he’s offering Baked 
Chocolate Pudding and Pecan Tarts.  
 
Please call ahead and let us know what you 
want and in what quantities.   

What’s Going on at Pierce’s? 
There’s a new face at the store: Bill Dake has joined our 
staff as a part-time assistant. Bill and his wife, Sharon, live 
on the Old Plymouth Road with their son, Noah.  Bill, Donna 
and I will work out a schedule that I hope will see each of us 
covering a pretty regular set of hours from week to week. 
Some of our “old” volunteers will still work the register, too. 
In addition, other volunteers will be in the store to assist at 
non-register tasks throughout the day. Please join me in 
welcoming Bill to Pierce’s!  And as always, if you want to 
join the Pierce’s team please contact me. 

Sally Deinzer, Store Manager 

* Soups, Pizzas and Friday meals from Rob’s kitchen change 
from week to week. The anticipated schedule for February is:  
Soups Dates          
Afghan chickpea w/ vegetabes 2/10 
Broccoli cheddar 2/20 
Cioppino Soup with clams & Italian sausage 2/1, 2/15 
Clam chowder 2/22 
Corn chowder 2/3 
Corn & clam chowder 2/16 
Cream of mushroom 2/27 
French vegetable with cannellini 2/18, 2/26 
Greek egg lemon soup 2/2 
Italian vegetable (minestrone w/out noodles) 2/7 
Lentil w/ Italian sausage & kale                     2/11, 2/21, 2/28 
Mexican corn & rice 2/14, 2/24 
Mushroom barley w/ aromatic vegetable & leeks 2/6, 2/17 
Polish borscht w/ kielbasa 2/12, 2/23 
Potato leek w/ aromatic vegetables 2/5 
Southwestern butternut squash 2/13, 2/25  
Split pea w/ ham 2/4 
Tomato cheddar 2/8 
Yucatan chicken 2/9, 2/19 

** Friday Meals 
2/6   2/20   Lasagna 

2/13  2/27  Mac & Cheese  

Date & Pizza Variety        
2/4   Louisiana with Creole Marinara 
and Andouille Sausage 
2/11  Greek with Kalamata Olives, Pars-
ley, Tomatoes, Garlic, Feta and Mozzarel-
la  
2/18  Caramelized Onions, Gorgonzola 
& Mozzarella 
2/25 Marinara, Sautéed Mushrooms 
and Mozzarella 
 
Regular hot meals in the crockpot in-
clude: 
Monday – Chili con Carne 
Tuesday – Chicken Stew 
Thursday – Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
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Friday Night Dinners 

 
 
February 13: Guest Chef Taffy Maynard will 
prepare chicken breasts stuffed with cheese, 
artichokes, sun dried tomatoes and basil 
with basmati rice, Caesar salad and a lemon 
bar. 
 
February 27:   TBA 
 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run 
out. It’s best to call ahead and reserve your 
order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, 
please contact either Heather Shay at 
492-2284 or Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Work Wanted: 
Pet sitting 

Light housework 
Elderly companion care 

Call Karen Banks 
773-7559 or (cell) 236-6966 
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Shriner Hospital for Children 
provides specialty care to 
children up to age 21 with 

orthopedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, 
and cleft lip and palate, regardless of the family’s 
ability to pay. All care and services are delivered in 
a family-centered environment. To learn more or to 
refer a patient, visit shrinershospitalforchildren.org 
to locate a hospital near you or call 800-237-5055.  

PP Bob Ferguson, Cairo Shriners, Rutland 

!
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!
!
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!
!
!
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!! Potentate!Bob!Ferguson,!Cairo!Shriners,!Rutland!!! !
Shriner!Hospital!for!Children!provides!specialty!care!to!children!up!to!age!21!with!orthopedic!
conditions,!burns,!spinal!cord!injuries,!and!cleft!lip!and!palate,!regardless!of!the!families!ability!
to!pay.!!All!care!and!services!are!delivered!in!a!familyDcentered!environment.!
To!learn!more!about!our!services,!or!to!refer!a!patient,!visit!shrinershospitalforchildren.org!
to!locate!a!hospital!near!you.!!Or!call!800D237D5055!in!the!U.S.!or!800D361D7256!Canada!
!
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!!! Potentate!Bob!Ferguson,!Cairo!Shriners,!Rutland!!! !
Shriner!Hospital!for!Children!provides!specialty!care!to!children!up!to!age!21!with!orthopedic!
conditions,!burns,!spinal!cord!injuries,!and!cleft!lip!and!palate,!regardless!of!the!families!ability!
to!pay.!!All!care!and!services!are!delivered!in!a!familyDcentered!environment.!
To!learn!more!about!our!services,!or!to!refer!a!patient,!visit!shrinershospitalforchildren.org!
to!locate!a!hospital!near!you.!!Or!call!800D237D5055!in!the!U.S.!or!800D361D7256!Canada!
!

JOHN C. STEWART & SON, INC. 
Celebrating 100 YEARS as your family owned Ford Store  

Come join the family! 
Full line of Ford Cars, SUVs, Crossovers, and Trucks   

As always—Service After the Sale! 
 

Route 103, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Sales: (802) 492-3312      !     Service: (802) 492-3332 

jcstewartandson@comcast.net 
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From the driver value list, pick 8 drivers, no more, no less.   
Your total must not total more than $10,000.  It is all that easy.   

For official rules visit us at www.racingsvfd.com 
 

When mailing your entry, please include:  8 Drivers, Team Name, Name,  
Address, Phone Number,  E-mail Address, User Name and Password. 

 
Cost is a tax deductible $30 donation to the SVFD. 

 
Deadline for entering on-line is an hour before the start of the  

Daytona 500 on February 22nd.   
If you are mailing in your entry it must be in our hands before the start of the race. 

Kevin Harvick $2,200     A.J. Allmendinger $1,400   Ricky Stenhouse Jr. $650  
Ryan Newman $2,150     Greg Biffle $1,375   Trevor Bayne $500  
Denny Hamlin $2,000     Kasey Kahne $1,350   Danica Patrick $450  
Joey Logano $1,900     Aric Almirola $1,130   Michael Annett $300  
Brad Keselowski $1,800     Kyle Larson $1,100   Alex Bowman $300  
Jeff Gordon $1,775     Jamie McMurray $1,075   Cole Whitt $300  
Matt Kenseth $1,700     Clint Bowyer $1,050   David Ragan $300  
Dale Earnhardt Jr. $1,675     Austin Dillon $900   Reed Sorenson $300  
Carl Edwards $1,550     Paul Menard $850   David Gilliland $300  
Kyle Busch $1,525     Brian Vickers $825   Justin Allgaier $300  
Jimmie Johnson $1,510     Martin Truex Jr. $800   Josh Wise $300  
Kurt Busch $1,450     Sam Hornish Jr. $750     
Tony Stewart $1,425     Casey Mears $700     
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1st—$4,000 6th—$225 11th—$100 16th—$50 

2nd—$500 7th—$200 12th—$90 17th—$50 

3rd—$375 8th—$175 13th—$80 18th—$50 

4th—$300 9th—$150 14th—$70 19th—$50 

5th—$250 10th—$125 15th—$60 20th—$50 

• Grand prize $4,000 

• Top scorer for each week will win $30. 

• Halfway winner wins two tickets to the September’s race at   

 New Hampshire Motor Speedway. 

• Top 500 players will receive a SVFD Race Pool T-shirt. 
 

1. ________________________ $ ______ 5. _______________________ $ ______ 

2. ________________________ $ ______ 6. _______________________ $ ______ 

3. ________________________ $ ______ 7. _______________________ $ ______ 

4. ________________________ $ ______ 8. _______________________ $ ______ 

 

 

 

 

Total $ _________________ 

Please Print 
 
 Team Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Phone:  _____________________________  E-mail: ___________________________________ 

          We will do our best to  
 User Name: __________________________    T-Shirt Size  _______________  get the size you request.
           

 Password: ___________________________  Confirm Password: _________________________ 

     (password must be at least 6 characters) 

Please mail your entry along with your tax deductible $30.00 donation to: 

 
 Mark Stewart, SVFD 

 5246 VT RT 103 

 Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
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Donors are recognized for the remainder of the calendar year in which their donation is received. The Times is mailed 
to all residents of Shrewsbury and is also available online at the Town website. The cost of printing and mailing is made 
possible through advertising and your donations which are very much appreciated! Donations can be mailed to: Times 
of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738. THANK YOU! 
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Arthur, Gary & Minnie 
Bailey, Nathaniel & Angela 
Banik, Steve & Virginia Gunderson 
Biziak, Rich 
Bloch, Sheree 
Buckley, Dan & Ginny  
Carrara, Herb & Karen 
Cioffi, John & Connie  
Duda, Stanley & Louise 
Ericksen, Nils and Pamela  
Flint, Liz 
Garren, Scott & Heather Shay 
Gibson, Jonathan & Eliza Mabry 
Gordon, Bob & Irene  

2

Griffith, Barry & Barbara 
Hinckley, George & Betsy  
Iannace, Carmine 
Izzi, Ted & Martha 
Jesser Family 
Kennedy, David & Ellen 
Keane, Dick  & Judy Daey 
Krueger-Norton, Art & Trish 
Martin, Gerry & Chryl 
Noiva, Jeffrey & Constance 
O’Hara, Kerry & Jan 
Perry, Jack & Sharon  
Perry, Bob 
Rice, Davidand Dorothy  
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Runner, Earl  
Sedaille, Brian & Patricia 
Shrewsbury: 
   Sno-Birds  
    Volunteer Fire Department 
Sirjane, Podge & Marth  
Stewart, Bernard & Joan 
van der Heijden, Liesbeth  
West, Nancy & Jim  
Wilson, Lee & Joyce  
Youngstrom, Mark & Connie  
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