MINUTES
Shrewsbury Planning Commission (SPC)
October 5, 2015
 
 
In attendance: Mark Goodwin, Marilyn Dalick, David Rice, Tim Vile, Francis Wyatt
 
ROUNDS
        David Rice has advised us that he’s heading off to Florida on November 10. He will stay abreast of SPC business via e-mail this winter.
        David also advised us that our Town’s Hazard Mitigation Plan will be up for approval at this week’s Selectboard meeting. It is expected that they will validate the Plan, making Shrewsbury a “FEMA-approved” town, he said. David stressed the importance of this assignation.
 
MINUTES
The minutes of September 21 were approved as written.
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING 
All present agreed that it would be premature to announce a public hearing before getting input from Zoning Administrator Adrienne Raymond and Development Review Board member Mark Youngstrom. Their silence, in our estimation, does not mean that they have no input or changes to impart to us—only that they are both very busy, Mark especially. Our chair, Laura Black, had asked Adrienne and Mark Y. for their input to be delivered to us on or before tonight’s meeting but in a recent e-mail to the SPC, Laura reported that she has not yet heard from either of them.
 
Mark Goodwin outlined items that he would need for the mailing prior to our public hearing on the unified zoning regulations, listed below. Laura has the bulk of this prepared already. Mark said that he would need at least three-days to assemble the necessary items.
 
1.       Maps (get current year on them, although no substantive changes, save for new houses built.)
2.       Mark has a call in to Steve Shields for this purpose.
3.       Summary of changes
4.       Table of Contents
5.       Copy of regs to be put on Town’s website
6.       Copies of regs to be made available at the Town Offices
7.       Copy of regs to abutting towns, Regional Planning Commission, and Department of Housing (officially “DEHCD”)
 
We discussed the poor resolution of the Meadowlands map. The Development Review Board does have the capability to call up a vector map with higher resolution, but it was suggested that when we post this map at the hearing, we should include “proactive language” to alleviate concern that some people may have about the content of this map—assuring them that no changes have been made to the content since this map was first created in 2009. It remains the one and only map depicting meadowlands in Shrewsbury.
 
We agreed that, as a courtesy, we should provide a copy of the draft zoning regs to Selectboard member Steven Nicholson so that he can begin his review and also share it with the rest of the board. Mark Goodwin will ask Laura to do this as Chair of the SPC.
 
David Rice wrote an announcement for The Shrewsbury Times, which will prove to be a good template when we finally announce the hearing and place that information in our Town’s newspaper. 
 
ACTION ITEMS
1.       Mark Goodwin will contact Laura Black to discuss with her and ask her to:
 
        Contact, via telephone, Mark Youngstrom and Adrienne Raymond. Stress to them that the SPC  cannot go forward without their input. 
 
        Provide a copy of the draft regs to Steven Nicholson with a cover letter from Laura as Chair of the SPC. 
 
2.       Mark Goodwin will contact Steve Shields again to ascertain when he can update the date on our maps.
 
NEXT MEETING
October 19, 2015.
 
Francis moved to adjourn, and David seconded. All in favor.
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
 
 
Respectfully submitted:
 
_____________________________________________________                   _________________
Marilyn Dalick, SPC Clerk                                                                                                               Date
 
Approved:
 
_____________________________________________________                   _________________
Laura Black, SPC Chair                                                                                                                    Date
                                                                                                                
Approved as amended:
 
_____________________________________________________                   _________________
Laura Black, SPC Chair                                                                                                                    Date
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