MINUTES
Shrewsbury Planning Commission (SPC)
October 19, 2015
 
 
In attendance: Mark Goodwin, Marilyn Dalick, David Rice, Laura Black (chair), Melissa Reichert, and Francis Wyatt
 
ROUNDS
         Nothing to report.
 
MINUTES
         The minutes of October 5 were approved as written. All were in favor.
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING
         Zoning Maps
                Mark Goodwin reported that a new set of zoning maps is in progress, being updated with 2014                 data. Each of us (SPC) will receive a copy. “Official” maps, of course, won’t be printed until                zoning document has been approved.
 
         Mark & Adrienne
Laura advised us that she had been back In touch with Mark Youngstrom and Adrienne                 Raymond to remind them that the SPC was eager to review their input and comments on the      zoning document.  They had both thought they’d be able to deliver this information before           tonight’s meeting, but unfortunately, Laura has not heard from either of them.
 
         Drop Box
                There was discussion about necessary protocol for those who are incorporating changes on the                zoning document on Drop Box.
 
         Latest Version of Regs
                The latest version of the zoning document draft was identified tonight as, “Shrewsbury Unified                Zoning-Subdivision Regulations, Ver. ZR2 August 2015.”
 
         Hazard Mitigation Plan
David Rice said that the Selectboard, as expected,  had approved the Hazard Mitigation Plan for our town at their last meeting.
 
OTHER
David Rice asked us, as Americans, to set aside at least five minutes at tonight’s meeting to discuss how our town might accommodate refugees should they seek refuge in Shrewsbury. He posited 25 families as an example of the need. The only proactive course of action suggested was Mark Goodwin’s idea to strengthen affordable housing in Shrewsbury, not just for refugees but for all person(s) and families who could benefit from this. The former Brandon Training School is a successful example of commitment to affordable housing, with every unit being occupied. The consensus of the group was that Shrewsbury would be an unlikely choice for refugee resettlement and that urban areas would be the draw-- with more housing, jobs, and transportation options at their disposal—as well as the support of a bigger community of refugees  and religious opportunities .
 
 
ACTION ITEMS
1.       On October 26, Laura Black will telephone Mark Youngstrom and Adrienne Raymond again (This is one week before our next meeting on November 2.)
 
2.       If we don’t hear from Mark and Adrienne before December 1, the SPC feels it must move forward to schedule a Public Hearing without their input.
 
3.       The SPC will provide three “courtesy copies” of the draft to all Selectboard members, Bert Potter, Steve Nicholson, and Aaron Korzun over a letter from Laura Black, SPC Chair. We will also provide the Selectboard with a schedule to assist them with their preparation and to satisfy  compliance requirements (120 days) as they prepare for their own Public Hearing going forward.
 
4.       To be determined: If we don’t have input from Mark and Adrienne in time for our next meeting on November 2, should we even meet? We may want to meet just to review packet of information that needs to be assembled and sent out by Mark Goodwin, to include Laura’s report.
 
5.       The pagination of the draft document will be corrected by Melissa.
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING
         November 2, 2015 – to be determined
 
ADJOURNMENT
         David moved to adjourn, and Marilyn seconded. All in favor.
         Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
 
 
Respectfully submitted:
 
_____________________________________________________                   _________________
Marilyn Dalick, SPC Clerk                                                                                                               Date
 
Approved:
 
_____________________________________________________                   _________________
Laura Black, SPC Chair                                                                                                                    Date
                                                                                                               
Approved as amended:
 
_____________________________________________________                   _________________
Laura Black, SPC Chair                                                                                                                    Date
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