SCC   11-10-2015

Weezie, Peter, Cynthia, Lily, Grace, Connie, Jesse

 Gary Salmon

5:15 pm

1- October minutes read and approved.

2- Anti Littering sign is gorgeous and ready to be displayed around Town. There is also a recycling sign on display at the dump. 
Weezie will put image of sign and quick note in the Times.

3- Roadside Invasives

Elizabeth Spinney- Dept of Natural Resources, Forests and Parks- is working up some Vermont road crew guidelines. She may offer us an invasives kiosk for display at Green Up.  Weezie will contact her about this and Connie will remind her. 

Jamie Carrara, Road Commissioner, has not returned Weezie's calls as of yet.

4- Membership

Connie is officially the SCC Treasurer.  She will cosign any SCC checks

with Linda McGuire, Town Treasurer.
Cynthia will write a thank you note to Carol for her years of service.

5- Town Forest/ Town Lands

The Randolph AVCC conference reminded Weezie of the community connection of Conservation Commissions in general. 

Should we have another talent show fund raiser to raise funds for Jim Jeffords State Forest?  Yes.  Weezie proposed, Peter seconded.

Gary Salmon explained about Shrewsbury's Town Forest in Plymouth Rd/ Tin Shanty area. Now, town forests are generally developed by local conservation clubs and recreation groups.

Gary would be willing to investigate Shrewsbury's existing Town Forest and the regulations involved at the Town office. He will let us know about access (and by what means).

Connie showed Town map with known Town lands marked on it.

Weezie discussed some of the information in regards to community forests that she and Connie learned from the Randolph conference 

Gary showed Coolidge Forest trails map including the “Lee Wilson” trails in Northam, Coolidge State Forest, 700 acres of which are not open to motorized vehicles.  Gary will come back at a future meeting to share what he finds out about the Town Forests.
6- Agency of Vermont Conservation Commissions Conference
(November 7, 2015) Report from Weezie and Connie.

The conference highlighted the various agencies and available resources for Conservation Commissions in relation to Town Forests.

Was a presentation by representative Peter Forbes from the Trust for Public Land regarding how Town Forests help people connect to the land, place, belongingness

Jens Hilke- a Vt Dept of Fish and Wildlife conservation planning person-

helps Conservation Commissions achieve goals. Also spoke of forest fragmentation and how Con Comms should be involved in zoning laws to prevent fragmentation.  Some towns have done inventories of natural resources. He knows how to get $ to pay for them. People should address conservation efforts through Planning Commissions for best effect.

Do we have the big picture of all of this?

“Community Conservation Story Swap”- vtconservation.com/success

have collected 80 success stories from state conservation commissions.

“Creating Engagement Around Town Forest” presentation-

Bradford has bought 4 parcels and created Town Forest. Lot's of fund raising ideas.

Managing Multiple Uses in Town Forests-

This conference heightened Weezie and Connie's awareness of the potential on how to use resources and existing agencies to increase knowledge of our natural resources in Town and the effectiveness of conservation commissions.

7- SCC focus question:

How can the SCC work more knowledgeably and effectively to identify natural resources in Shrewsbury that are most in need of attention, and what are the various methods and agencies and tools that will help us accomplish the goals we set?
For next meeting, let's further discuss the focus question.

Homework:

Conserving Vermont's Natural Heritage- read and highlight 1st chapter

Next meeting, potluck snacks, Tues., Dec. 8, Duda residence- 5pm

Respectfully submitted by Cynthia Thornton
