SCC Meeting

5/3/16
Connie, Weezie, Jesse, Peter, Cynthia

Jens Hilke, Monica Przyperhart, Grace, Lily

5 pm

Green Up-

details:

 dump duty 10-1  Jesse, Cynthia, Grace, Connie (10-11:30)

 Town Hall 8-10  Connie, Peter, Cynthia

 prizes for eggs (placed around Town)

Contribution to the Times of Shrewsbury- $50- Connie will handle this
Jesse will put publicity up for June Work Day - sign up maybe?

Jens Hilke- Monica Przyperhart
Fish & Wildlife Community Program- advising conservation commissions and planning commissions in VT

services are free

1- review of past SCC projects

invasives 

Green Up 

land preservation

solar informational meetings

Velco ROW vegetation management weed control

trails

Button Up Vermont

town wide Focus Forum

fund raising

Harvest Festival

roving anti-littering sign
2- Ideas, what could we do?  We should read:

A.    Ch. 24 Title 118: VT Statutes on Line as far as what we “may” do

-inventory of species, Jen will make a set of maps detailing resources

-Agency of Natural Resources online Atlas (good resource but overwhelming)

-for a paid natural community inventory ($ 10-20,000)

-combined knowledge of community members

then use this info to advise Planning Commission – a "good" project is one which is generally valued by Planning Commission in writing Town Plan.(Zoning must follow Town Plan). Help define terms such as “wildlife habitat” and “natural resource.” Plan must be specifically worded to be upheld in court

B.   Outreach and Education
-can help planning commission educate people about issues to promote public excitement about natural resources in Shrewsbury

- Jens feels this is a central mission for conservation commissions

-i.e. educational walks/talks to various sites around Town or informally in people's homes

Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions- non-profit for C.C.s in VT. Has success stories data base. Good resource for us. (Middletown Springs has had walks/talks written up)

*SCC should write up Green Up day activities
C. Managing Town Forest

-manage other state parcels

(state parks, state forests, wildlife management areas) 
D. Mapping or Maintaining Trails
-Rutland Area Trails Alliance might be a good resource

- Mad River Valley did trail mapping - good resource also. Categorized trails as Loved to Death, Local, secret - in Success stories

3- What will we do?
-envelope our usual projects as part of a larger, stated initiative (i.e. “outreach”- including Green Up, or “education”-walks/talks). Think in terms of “frameworks” to categorize our activities.

-being aware of burn-out from volunteers

-make a list of resources for education and projects  (i.e. Times)

*next steps:  What could we do? 

                    What is our capacity as volunteers?

                    Who are our shared community partners for activities?

                    Vote on which activities to pursue

*Jens/Monica can help SCC with maps/programs to get us familiar with them and how to use them. We will schedule a meeting with Monica re: mapping and interpretation. June 7, 5-7 pm Map Education Presentation.
* review online google doc provided by Monica for SCC members to create work plan

* brainstorm session as a group, ranking activities into work plan

Adjourned 7:54

