SCC

June 7, 2016

5 pm

Duda Residence

Peter, Grace, Weezie, Jesse, Cynthia, Pam Darrow, Connie, Monica Przyperhart (Community Wildlife Program technician, VT Fish and Wildlife)

Connie received an appropriate birthday serenade.

1- Cynthia reviewed the minutes from the May meeting. Peter moved to accept, Grace 2nd. Minutes approved.

2- Weezie suggesting using the Google doc (Shrewsbury Strategic Planning Template) sent to her from Monica as a format for moving forward with SCC projects.

3- Jesse reviewed the publicity regarding the invasives event on June 11 from 9-1. Very few people have contacted him so far. Weezie suggested that we each try to bring 1 other person along. Meeting place is at the Stone Chimney trail head of Shrewsbury Peak. Wild parsnip and garlic mustard are the focus.

4- The Jeffords Forest and Brown Bridge dedication is on July 5. 4-6. Many SCC members wish to attend. Connie asked if SCC should focus a bit on the SCC managed acreage in that area. No decision was made.

5-  Jesse reports that $28 was redeemed for the bottles and cans from Green Up. 
6-Should we renew our membership ($50? fee) to the VT Association of Conservation Commissions? Connie moved, Weezie 2nd. Motion passed. 
7- Monica's Presentation
Q. from Monica to structure our thinking -What do we want to focus on? 

A-What are the resources that we have in Town?

First Monica reviewed that the landscape of Vt. Has changed over the years. We reviewed some historic photos of Shrewsbury. The Landscape has changed quite a bit as far as water and trees go. She showed several  flood photos (washed out roads seem to a common occurrence then as now). Today, VT is 71% forested. Animal species that historically roamed VT include bison, elk, mountain lion, wolverine, wolves, caribou. Some current species have had to be reintroduced.

Our forests are very different now. The rate of development is 2.5 as much as the population growth. (Each person is taking up more space.) Growth patterns have changed recently- dwellings are more spread out.  81% of land is privately owned. This might be a good fact for us to keep in mind for many reasons.

Since 1970, climate change has brought increased temperatures by 1.8 degrees F. Precipitation has increased by 15-20%. By late century, it is projected that temperatures will increase by 9-13% in the winter.

Jobs have shifted from being tied to land/farming/timber to tourism/recreation.

MAPS of Natural Heritage Elements
biofinder.vt.gov/  BioFinder website (smaller scale, simpler layers)

anrmaps.vermont.gov  Vermont Natural Resources Atlas (all state information- lots of data)

1. Conservation Base Map of Shrewsbury. Conserved means “limited development rights”  Online maps have the most recent data.
2. Land Cover Map shows different types of forest ( deciduous etc.), fields, wetlands
3. Forest Patterns Map. Shows human activity, parcels (by size) that are surrounded by human activity (roads etc.). Also show waterways that provide connected pathways for wildlife. This map shows that Shrewsbury is a more developed area of the Green Mountains. This matters most for species including bear, bobcat, river otter, fisher, moose all of which require large, mostly unfragmented areas for travel.
4. Physical Features Map shows the slopes, valleys and other enduring features of Shrewsbury. It highlights rare and representative features. This map shows that conserved areas are largely in areas that can not be developed like the mountains as opposed to the areas near water which can be developed. Both areas are important to conserve. It also shows features that Vermont is known for like limestone.
5. Water Resources Map shows riparian connectivity, streams and surrounding buffers. It shows wetlands, lakes, ponds, representative lakes, and exemplary surface waters. Exemplary surface waters are defined as those that are in very good condition biologically. The existence of trout, an indicator species, is important in this designation. This map also shows vernal pools, pools that appears in spring and then dry up. They are important for breeding amphibians, because they don't have fish which would eat the eggs and hatchlings. (Vermont Center for EcoStudies would like more information on locations of vernal pools- possible SCC project.)

Wetlands and floodplains protect downstream communities. The regional 
planning commission has a list of culverts that are in line to be replaced. 
It is important that they be large enough to not impede fish travel.
6. Features at the Species and Communities Scales Map shows how well land works at connecting wildlife. It also shows roads which are relatively okay for animals to cross. The map also shows natural communities, different assemblages of species that appear on the landscape together. Natural community mapping is very useful- possible SCC project. This map also shows where rare species have been found, locations of mast stands (indicating bear habitat). Finally, the map shows deer yards in Shrewsbury. This map does not show our amphibian crossings- possible project.
7. State and Regional Conservation Priorities Map shows most important places for species and forests in Shrewsbury. Most of the town is highest priority or priority. It shows what is required for continuance of current biological status? The map shows which features are most important. Shrewsbury has many, many priority areas, especially wildlife travel corridors. 
Next Steps:

Determine role, vision, goals

Determine what additional information is needed

Develop and Implement Strategies

A town inventory (although quite costly) would be helpful if we want to take on an advisory role with Planning Commission.

Weezie will send the “next steps” Google docs template to SCC members. At our next meeting we will review all of the above information and the paper/online maps.

Next meeting: Tuesday, July 12 at 5 pm at Duda residence.

Meeting adjourned at 7:37.

Respectfully submitted by Cynthia Thornton
