SCC Minutes

August 2, 2016 - amended
Peter, Jesse, Weezie, Cynthia, Connie, Pam

1- meeting minutes from July 12, 2016 meeting read and approved

2-Old business/ new business
Gayner Road
Cynthia discussed the changes made to Gayner Rd by a landowner. 

Connie reported that Mark Youngstrom, DRB member, said that land owners on class 4 roads have to maintain them. Cynthia will contact Adrienne Raymond, zoning administrator, and/or Aaron Korzun, Select Board member, to get more information and report back to the SCC about any possible effects of this landowner's actions on such things as culverts and wildlife crossings. 

Brown Bridge
Peter and Weezie attended a recent Select Board meeting. A homemade sign for the Brown Bridge area was approved as long as it is kept off the road. A design should emailed to the Select Board for prior approval. Our wording will be:



“Help keep this area lovely and natural. 



Please carry out all litter on leaving.”

Weezie will talk to David Fretz about ongoing trash pick-up in the Brown Bridge area.

Invasives
A bagged invasives deposit area at the transfer station is possible. SCC will keep working on this.

Walk/Talks
Russell Reay will donate some time to the Town for informational walks/talks as well as to help assess the Raven Rock Town Forest area.

Treasurer's Report:

 Connie reported that the SCC has a current balance of $280.73. She is about to write a $50.00 check to the Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions for SCC membership (as previously approved). The Association has small grants available if we might be interested.

3- Brainstorming Decisions
Our “umbrella” consideration for SCC activities is our desire to have more awareness of Shrewsbury's natural resources and an understanding of how we can best protect them, as well as to initiate more communication with the Select Board and Planning Commission on these activities.
We all stated our top 5 preferences from the brainstorming list. Weezie tallied up our individual choices, which will be added to our continuing projects.

Kinsman Hill- We need to assess the value of this area which continues to be on the market for residential development, as well as explore ways to finance it. Is it time sensitive, is it a wildlife corridor, is it “the most important” chunk of land for us to conserve at the moment?

-Jesse will email people such as  Doug Blodgett, Scott Darling, Jens Hilke, Monica Przyperhart to begin gathering information on its biological value.
Vernal pools and wildlife crossings- locating them, educating people as to their importance (to be started as part of walks and talks program. )
Town Forest management- WE would like to appraise  the natural resources of this area and the best way it can be managed for the town. Peter will follow up on getting information on the Town Forest (Raven Rock area) from Russell Reay.

BioFinder- SCC needs 1 of us to become an “expert” in this program to help with above projects, and several wanted to be involved. Jesse will ask Monica Przyperhart about the progress of the BioFinder upgrade in his email regarding Kinsman Hill.

Walks and Talks -Weezie will organize walks/talks to get people out and enjoying and exploring our area while learning about some of Shrewsbury's interesting natural areas.

Invasives - We will continue educational endeavors but also explore  other options. One may be to organize a citizens group to use 
 iNaturalist as tool to map areas with invasive plants and develop a method for removing troublesome plants before they get too established. Also we hope to get a storage site at the dump for bagged invasives.Weezie will contact Molly  about iNaturalist training.

Jeffords State Forest- Connie will email Lisa Thornton about keeping us informed of the process of how Forest, Parks and Recreation will be taking public input on trail usage, trail heads, vehicle use, etc. of Jeffords State Forest. Peter will help with this.

Meeting adjourned at 6:26

Next meeting September 13, 2016, the 2nd Tuesday, due to conflicts for many SCC members at 5 pm at Duda residence

Members should be prepared to report back on their assignments at this meeting.
