Times of Shrewsbury
August 2011
Your Chance to Meet
Some (Very) Old
Neighbors
You’ve probably seen the marble statue of
John Bowman, as you drive or walk down Rte.
103 past the Laurel Glen Cemetery. Perhaps
you already know about his quest to
memorialize his wife Jennie and his two
daughters Addie and Ella. In honor of
Shrewsbury’s 250th anniversary, now’s your
chance to “meet” people like Ella Bowman in
person, and hear her explain what it was like
to live in Shrewsbury in the 1870s.

The Chippenhook Family Group. Oil on
canvas, c. 1840; attributed to Aaron Dean
Fletcher. The identity of this family is unknown;
the portraits were found in the Chippenhook
section of Clarendon and the family was
probably from that area. The older man holds a
Rutland Herald indicating that he was literate.
The woman holds what appears to be a small
book, probably of psalms. We can’t tell the
gender of the child because both boys and girls
wore these dresses when infants. From the
exhibit “Faces of Vermont: Portraits from the
Collection of the Vermont Historical Society,” a
2002 collaboration of the Vt. Hist. Society and
the Helen Day Art Center. Read more info (&
see more portraits) at www.vermonthistory.org!

Perhaps you can also chat with William
Russell about his move to Shrewsbury in
1788, or ask one of his sons about what’s new
(or old!) in Russellville. From locally “famous”
to just plain folks, many interesting characters
will be on hand to chat with Shrewsbury
citizens over Labor Day Weekend (see more
on page 10).
Martha Sirjane, who’s helping to coordinate
the volunteers in planning this historical
reenactment activity, was inspired by a similar
reenactment presentation she watched in a
Ludlow cemetery several years ago, and
remembers being impressed at the way it
brought history to life, especially for kids. “Our
250th celebration seemed like the perfect
opportunity to try this in Shrewsbury—even
though I’m not a ‘performer’ type of person,”
laughs Martha.
(continued on page 6)

 To find 250 Anniversary events look for the stars in the Times 

have dared to question, the answer is always
that it is the “State” that mandates it and that
is supposed to be the end. When did our
community sit back and take that as an okay
answer? I know that we all supposedly
received something in our bills that stated that
this would occur, but I was under the
impression that we were protected. Now I find
out that was changed up in Montpelier. My
answer is this: WE are the “STATE”. Why are
we just allowing this? I can remember times
when we in Shrewsbury came together to stop
the abuse of our environment with stunning
wins for our environment and all living things
that inhabit it. What happened to the idea that
we are all in this together?

Letter to the Editors
Dear Shrewsberries,
I am writing out of concern for the use of
herbicides in our wonderful community. I am
prompted to write as I drive by some of the
evidence and effects of their use. It is
disheartening to see the brown foliage, which
by the way, was sprayed during a rain storm.
The browning took less than two weeks to
occur after the spraying. This has been a very
rainy summer and I am worried about just how
far these chemicals have traveled as there is
a wetland across the road and the school is
not too far as the crow flies.
I know that there are many other places in our
town that have also been sprayed. I guess I
am curious as to what has happened to our
collective motivation to ensure that we live as
free of chemicals as possible. Given that
many folks in our town are financially, psychologically, and practically given to the idea
of “organic” I am surprised that there has been
little said or done on behalf of the entire town.
What has happened to our commissions
and/or the grass roots committees that used
to rise up and say “no”? For those of us who

Well, now it is apparently too late. Perhaps we
can prevent further uses, or rather, abuses.
Thanks for listening.
Sharon Winnicki
Our newly reconditioned Tennis
Court is READY! Come anytime
and enjoy! No need to call. Racquets
in the red shed.
—Hull and Taffy Maynard, 773-2087
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Aug 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 3-4pm *Bible Study @ Community Church
Aug 2
7pm
*Summer Reading Program (see Kids Korner article)
Aug 13 10am
*History Hike to Bullard Cemetery
Aug 13 10am-2:30pm *Charlie Paquin, Archaeology Hands-On at the Library
Aug 15 7pm
250th Anniversary planning meeting @ the Meeting House
Aug 16 12 noon
*Senior Luncheon at Roots Restaurant
Aug 18 7pm
*Summer Reading Program (see Kids Korner article)
Aug. 20 5-7pm
*Stone Soup Supper (Pierce’s Store)
Aug. 21 1:30pm
*Julanne Sharrow history talk: ancestors & Pine Valley Farm (Lincoln Hill Rd.)
Aug. 21 3:00pm
*Donna and Bill Smith lead walking tour of Village (Meeting House)
Aug 25 12 noon
*Prayer Shawl Group at home of Roxanne Ramah
Aug 27 9am
*Run Back to School 5K” Race – meet at SMS
Aug 28 6:30pm
Annual Vesper Service of Worship at the Northam Church
 Also see page 5 for list of 250th Anniversary Events
*see elsewhere in newsletter for details
Deadline for
submission to
the next edition
is August 20

REGULAR MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Board of Selectmen Meeting
1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm
Town Office
Bone Builders
Tuesdays & Thursdays—9:00am
Meeting House
Library
Library Trustees’ Meeting
2nd Tuesday—7:00pm
Mill River Union High School
Mill River Union School Board Mtg
1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm
Pierce’s Store Take-Out Meals
Friday nights—see Pierce’s Store page for details
Town Office
Planning Commission
1st & 3rd Mondays—7:30pm
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Sundays—10:00am
Library, upstairs
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship
Sundays—10:00am
Center Church
Shrewsbury Historical Society
1st Tuesdays—7:00pm
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum
Open Sundays 1:00-3:00pm July thru Oct
Mountain School
Shrewsbury School District Board Mtg
2nd & 4th Mondays—6:30pm
st
South Station Restaurant
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds
1 Tuesdays—7:00pm
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.
Thursdays—7:00pm
Cuttingsville Station
Conservation Commission
(February-May: 1st Monday—5pm) & (June-January: 1st Tuesday—5pm

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org
Town Clerk’s Office 492-3511
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm; Closed Friday
Town Treasurer’s Office
492-3558 or 492-3487 Wed 5pm-7pm
Transfer Station
Sun 8am-4pm & Wed 1pm-7pm
Shrewsbury Town Library 492-3410
Mon 10am-Noon Tues 7pm-9pm
Wed 10am-5pm AND 7pm-9pm `
Thurs 7pm-9pm Fri 10am-Noon
Sat 10am-Noon

Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585
Mon-Fri Counter 8am-11am & 12:30pm-4:30pm,
Lobby 7:30am-5:00pm
Saturday Counter 8am-10:30am, and
Lobby 7:30am-10:30am
Meeting House 492-6050 (Reservations: 492-3649)
Dog Warden Matt Danaher, call 492-3442
Shrewsbury Constables Matt Danaher 492-3442
and Pete Lajoie 492-3671
Ambulance 773-1700
CVPS power outage 1-800-451-2877
Medical—Fire—Police Emergency Dial 911
Rutland Hospital 775-7111
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METTAWEE RIVER THEATRE COMPANY PRODUCTION
The Mettawee River Theatre Company was
founded in 1975 and creates original theater
productions that incorporate masks, giant figures,
puppets and other visual elements with live music,
movement and text. It draws on myths, legends
and folklore of the world’s many cultures for its
material. The company is committed to bringing
theater to people who may have little or no access
to live professional performances.

The Mettawee River Theatre Company will present
THE OLD BOAT GODDESS – Songs of the Ainu
on the lawn of the Shrewsbury Mountain School

Saturday, July 30 at 7:30pm
In case of rain, the performance will take place in
the Mountain School’s gymnasium. Admission is $8
for adults and $1 for children and proceeds go to
benefit the Shrewsbury Library. Prior to the
performance gingerbread and beverages will be on
sale. Please bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on.

In his design and direction, Lee seeks to create
vivid theatrical moments with economy and
elegance. This search for an evocative simplicity of
image and Mettawee’s commitment to making
theater accessible to the widest possible audience
through its outdoor performances give this theater
company its particular character.
Ralph Lee first created puppets as a child growing
up in Middlebury, Vermont. He graduated from
Amherst College and studied dance and theater in
Europe for two years on a Fulbright Scholarship. He
has created masks, unusual props, puppets and
larger-than-life figures for theater and dance
companies including the New York Shakespeare
Festival, the Metropolitan Opera, and Saturday
Night Live. While teaching at Bennington College,
he staged his first outdoor production, which took
place all over the college campus, and featured
giant puppets and masked creatures. Two of Lee's
Mettawee productions have been honored with
American Theatre Wing Design Awards, and in
2003 he received a Guggenheim Fellowship, one of
the nation’s most prestigious honors. Currently he
is on the faculty of New York University.

THE OLD BOAT GODDESS is based on three lively
and engaging traditional tales from the Ainu, the
indigenous people of northern Japan. The
production will feature a loathsome dragon who
meets an unexpected fate, a young warrior who
subdues a gigantic ferocious fish, and the
reminiscences of a primordial tree as she is
transformed into a sailing vessel. A range of masks,
puppets and giant figures will populate these
adventurous tales of interactions between humans,
gods and the natural world.

For more information about the Mettawee River
Theatre Company visit www.mettawee.org.
Submitted by Casey Compton, Managing Director
Mettawee River Theatre Company

According to Mettawee director/designer Ralph Lee,
“These epic tales reflect a deep respect for nature
and belief that there are spirits in all things, both
living and inanimate. The powerful narrative voice
and rich imagery offer great opportunities for our
form of visual theatre.”
THE OLD BOAT GODDESS will be directed by Lee
who will design the masks, puppets and set. New
and veteran company members will play multiple
roles. The production will feature costumes and
original musical score performed on vibraphone and
percussion.
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 250th Anniversary Schedule of Events
(Many more plans and details still to come, as we get ready for the celebration! Check the town
website, watch for posters, and/or call the town office!)

Aug. 21

1:30pm

Aug. 21
Sept. 2
Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 4
Sept. 4
Sept .4
Sept. 4

3:00pm
5-8:00pm
TBD
8-11:30am
8-10:30am
Noon
1-3pm
TBD
1:30pm
2pm
4pm

*Julanne Sharrow talks about Smith family/farm history (Smith Sharrow
Farm on Lincoln Hill Rd.)
*Donna and Bill Smith lead walking tour of Village. Meeting House.
*Historical interpretations, Northam (store, church, cemetery)
George Richards will lead a walking tour in Cuttingsville
*Commemorative envelopes may be purchased at Historical Society
*Commemorative stamp available at Cuttingsville Post Office
*Historical interpretations, Cuttingsville (Historical Soc. parking lot)
*Historical Society Museum open
*Historical interpretations in center Shrewsbury village
*Line Up for Parade at Crown Point Road intersection
*Parade
*Community Potluck Picnic @ Community Meeting House

*see elsewhere in newsletter for details

 250th POTLUCK PICNIC 

Sunday afternoon, Sept. 4th
The special 250th fund will be providing Hot
Dogs, Hamburgers, Punch, and Coffee for the
celebration. We’re looking for your favorite
summer side dishes such as:

 PARADE PARTICIPATION 
Do you have interest in participating in the
Parade for Shrewsbury’s 250th Anniversary?
If so, please contact Patrick Angstadt at 4923703 with ideas and interest.

Fresh Veggies
Chips/Dip
Green Salads & Potato Salads
Coleslaw & Pickles
Assorted Desserts

250th Anniversary Parade
Parade Route: Crown Point Road to Town
Meeting House
September 4, 2011
1:30pm
Staging time
2:00pm
Start Time
~4:00pm
Picnic/Potluck Dinner

Please contact Catherine Carrara at 4926137 to let her know what food you plan on
bringing, and a head count so we know how
much meat to purchase. Thanks—we look
forward to seeing our wonderful neighbors at
this fun event!
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(Creative Interpretations of Shrewsbury historical figures,
continued from page 1)

The creative interpretors, AKA today’s Shrewsbury residents, are planning three
separate outdoor presentations during the Labor Day weekend festivities. The first is an evening
focused on Northam, held Friday, Sept. 2. Visitors to the Northam store, cemetery and Church can
learn details about how things used to be.
Then on Saturday, Sept. 3, the focus turns to Cuttingsville, and people who lived, worked, and
played there. And on Sunday, Sept. 4, in conjunction with the parade and picnic being held in the
center village, the historical characters will share insights from the center village of Shrewsbury.
Finally, an indoor performance is planned to take place at the Meeting Hall later in the fall.
Several volunteers are sharing tasks and research, costumes, stories, and anecdotes. For
instance, Donna Smith provided a list of some Shrewsbury residents who are ancestors of the
original Shrewsbury settlers and may have family stories to offer the actors. And Ruth Winkler and
Nancy Spencer supplied suggestions about the people throughout Shrewsbury’s history who have
made the most impact on our town. Other people are organizing hay rides. There’s lots to do! If
you’d like to be involved in any way, there’s a part for you—whether you prefer to be in full
costume, or helping in other ways.
For more information, or to participate, please contact Bridget Scott at 492-2208 or
philoctetes78@yahoo.com.
—Sandra Korinchak

Drawing by Manolo Zelkin

The special invitation continues to
WRITERS,
DRAWERS,
PAINTERS,
PHOTOGRAPHERS, etc. of ALL AGES.
We have been receiving some wonderful
treasures. Julanne Sharrow brought a
historic painting depicting Pine Valley
Farm in 4 seasons—in 4 stages of its life.
Photos and poems have been arriving,
too.
Please bring your treasure to the
Library by Aug. 13. Small is best, as
space is limited.

 WHAT’S YOUR LINE? 
Especially for the 250th Anniversary! For the SHREWSBURY POEM—written by ourselves, pooling
the ideas of many hearts, eyes and minds—we need a line from you. What do you love about
Shrewsbury? Share what you observe or wish.
Send us one line...or an original poem, or a page of prose. Drop it off at the Library during open
hours; or e-mail it to joanaleshire@vermontel.net; or mail it to P.O. Box 396, Shrewsbury VT 05738.
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A Fresh Air Fund Experience
I started coming to Vt. when I was seven. This is my 4th year visiting the
Sirjanes through the Fresh Air Fund. I like coming to Shrewsbury because I
get to experience new things every year. One of my favorite things is
swimming at Spring Lake. I have taken lessons with Marcos Levy through
the Shrewsbury Outing Club for two summers, and now I can swim to the
float and back. Two years ago I got a Silver Spangled Wyandotte chick, now
she lays eggs, and last year she hatched out chicks, so that makes me a
grandmother.
I wish more people in Vermont would open their homes to children so
that they can experience being in the country.
Adrianne D. Patterson
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Dear Neighbors,
I suggested that Adrianne put something together for the Times about her time in Shrewsbury, and
she readily agreed. Having grown up having Fresh Air friends, I knew that when my children
became old enough we would get involved. This year marks our 8th year of participation. Not only
is this time enriching for her but for our family as well. She brings her humor, spunk and very
different life experiences to our home which broadens our lives and understanding of a world not
so very far away. We love that she has an adventurous spirit and is working to overcome her fear
of bugs, tries new foods, and can keep us laughing with her great sense of humor. She is outgoing,
which many of you can attest to, having met her over the years. She looks forward each year to
seeing her Shrewsbury friends when she returns. Please consider hosting a child; the rewards on
both sides can be great, for so little effort. In her words, “Vermont kids are so lucky.” We all know
that we live in a wonderful part of the world...why not share that with a city child for a week or two
next summer?
Martha Sirjane

GRASS FED BEEF & PURE VERMONT MAPLE SYRUP
Remember: We can ship your maple gift!
Farm pricing on Vermont products.
(802) 492-2151
Email: maplecrest@vermontel.net
www.smithmaplecrestfarm.com
2450 Lincoln Hill Rd., Shrewsbury, VT 05738

 To find 250 Anniversary events look for the stars in the Times 
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family in January, 1799. On November 4, 1799,
Susannah Case placed a notice in the Rutland
Herald petitioning for a divorce. The notice indicated
that she had lived “in full and due discharge of all
the duties of a wife to a husband . . .” until the
month of January when “said Emmanuel being
instigated by his own wicked mind . . . wilfully
deserted your petitioner . . . in total neglect of all the
duties of the marriage covenant, and hath at sundry
times, on, before, and since said month of January
last past, been guilty of adultery with certain lewd
women, and had absconded to parts unknown with
a lewd woman, living in open adultery with her and
hath totally neglected to provide for the support of
your petitioner.” The sheriff tried to serve Case with
an order to appear in court, but could not find him.
The judge concluded that “Emmanuel Case has
absconded without the state.”

A CASE IN POINT
In the years of 1783, 1785 and 1786, Emmanuel
Case of Springfield, Vermont purchased land in
Shrewsbury, when he, his wife Susannah Sartwell
and five children moved into the house once owned
by Heidi Mitchell, probably in the older section.
At the town meeting of October 11, 1787, Case was
chosen as a member of a “commity to locate” the
Meeting House, and in 1789 he was elected “petty”
juror. An examination of Case’s land sales between
June 1788 and January 1799 reveals that he could
not sign his name – only make his mark, which was
attested to by the town clerk.
Although there are no records of his election, Case
served as Shrewsbury’s delegate to the Bennington
Convention of January 1791, voting to adopt the
United States Constitution, which allowed Vermont
to join the Union on March 4. He was elected to the
General Assembly on October 13 and served seven
consecutive terms through 1797. He was not a
prominent representative, introducing no bills,
speaking on no issues, and serving on committees
only twice in 1796. During the 1796 Rutland
session, Case did not vote on seven roll calls
between October 31 and November 8. During the
Windsor session of 1797, he missed two additional
roll calls between October 17 and October 23. On
October 25, Case began to vote again and cast
twelve roll call votes until the session ended on
November 10. Members of the General Assembly
were required to attend unless they had a good
reason. Most Assembly members requested leaves
of absence. Case never did.

During the court term in February, 1800, Susannah
was granted a divorce and received as settlement
90 acres of land “where Susannah now lives
together with the house and barn Thereon.” She
was also awarded five horses, a yoke of oxen, six
cows, a heifer, a steer, three calves, 35 sheep; the
household possessions which included six Windsor
chairs, three chests, a four foot cherry table, eight
pewter plates, nine pewter “basins,” two sets of tea
cups and saucers, three teapots, four footed
glasses, a woman’s saddle, a man’s saddle, a loom,
two large spinning wheels, a barrel churn and the
farm equipment including a “warterhaler” (probably
a shoulder yoke), a gun, and sets of carpenter’s and
joiner’s tools.
Susannah Case and her family lived on in
Shrewsbury, but the “parts unknown” to which
Emmanuel “absconded” are still unknown. Two
moments of glory in Emmanuel Case’s checkered
life must have been on January 10, 1791, when his
vote helped clear the way for Vermont to become
the fourteenth state and November 3, 1791, when
he voted to pass the first ten amendments to the
Constitutionour beloved Bill of Rights.

While he was in the General Assembly, he was
chosen first selectman for Shrewsbury in 1793 and
1794, worked with a committee to draft a plan for a
Meeting House and was on another committee
assigned to resurvey the Clarendon line and the
“South Line.”
On December 1, 1798 (his 22nd wedding
anniversary) Case sold his house and farm to David
Holden, a neighbor, for $1,000. After he had sold
the rest of his Shrewsbury land, Case deserted his

The above article researched and written by Anne F.
Spencer was included in the 1990 Annual Report of the
Town of Shrewsbury, Vermont.
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 HISTORY HIKES IN SHREWSBURY 
with Barb & Barry Griffith
BULLARD CEMETERY and SITE OF POOR FARM
Saturday, August 13
Meet at Meeting House at 10:00am
Moderate 1 mile round trip walk down Oliver Rd and
bushwhack into cemetery
We will meet at the Meeting House in Shrewsbury Center to car
pool on a portion of Lottery Road and park near the site of
Shrewsbury’s Poor Farm. We'll walk down the road that is know by
two names—Old Gainer and Oliver Road. We will visit the Bullard
Cemetery and the cellar hole remains of the home once owned by
John Bullard in 1854. After his death his children sold the farm to
George Bullard, then to Anthony Adams who purchased it in 1861.
The Bullard Cemetery near the homesite has two stones: John
Bullard died October 17, 1855, aged 79 and his wife Lucy died
August 13, 1831, aged 56. John and Lucy Bullard are Karen
Carrara’s Great Great Great Great Great Grandparents.
Submitted by Barb & Barry Griffith
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TOWN’S HISTORY BOOK
ON SALE
In honor of the 250th
Anniversary of the Town of
Shrewsbury, the Historical
Society is lowering the price
of its history book,
Shrewsbury, Vermont: Our
Town As It Was by Dawn
Hance to $15 which is 40%
off its regular price.
The book can be purchased
on Sundays at the museum,
or at the Town Clerk’s Office
and Pierce’s Store, until the
end of this year.
The book can be mailed with
an additional $5 for postage.
Send your $20 check to:
Shrewsbury Historical Society
5419 Route 103
Cuttingsville, VT 05738

From the Selectboard
Hello Neighbors,
A big thank you to all the volunteers that are
working on behalf of the 250th celebrations.
See info elsewhere in the Times on the
exciting upcoming events. It is not too late to
get involved. We will need help and it would
be nice to have a list of people willing to help
with setup, grilling, cleanup etc.... Please
contact John Wood, selectman, at 492-3207
or Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk, at 492-3511
with your name and number.
In other Town News, our beloved
Dumpmaster Dick Adams is taking a break for
health reasons. And Bob Perry is the helpful
face at the Dump these days. The Dump is
now receiving certain electronic waste. This is
part of a state program. The town makes no
money on the recycling of these goods, nor do
we incur any cost for their removal. There is
no charge to residents for this service.

Photo of the Cuttingsville flood on June 30, 1973
from The Times of Shrewsbury Archives

 The Historical Interpreters 
will be performing and educating on Labor Day
Weekend:

We continue to research and receive input
from concerned citizens regarding the fiscal
year budget possible change. We do not
have all the answers yet.

Friday, Sept. 2, 5:00pm:
In Northam. Kickoff Open House at Pierce’s
Garage; historic photo montage, and light
refreshments available. 6:00pm: David Rice
and the Historical interpreters will entertain and
educate us about Northam. Meet at the
Northam Church. 7:00pm: Period music with
Dorothy Rice, at the Northam Church.

The Town Office, with the help of the
Department of Corrections, will see a new
coat of paint this summer. A crew will also be
working in Town cutting brush along the
roadsides. Jamie and the road crew have
stockpiled sand for the 2011-2012 winter
season. They’ve replaced culverts on Town
Hill Rd. in preparation for paving (scheduled
for the week of August 1st). They are currently
busy cleaning out culverts, ditches and
turnouts to maintain our excellent roads.

Saturday, Sept. 3, Noon:
In Cuttingsville. Meet at the Historical Society
parking lot, where George Richards and the
Historical Interpreters will whisk us into the
cemetery and introduce us to some of the
colorful characters of Cuttingsville.
Sunday, Sept. 4:
Shrewsbury village. The Historical Interpreters
will introduce us to the early inhabitants of
Center Shrewsbury. Exact time to be
announced; check the town website, watch for
posters, or check the Times on Sept. 1.

And last, the news you've all been waiting
for.... The tax rate has been set, and Linda will
be getting the tax bills to property owners
soon. A big thank you to the listers and Town
Treasurer, Linda Mcguire, for working so
diligently on the grand list, and for all the work
during this year of reappraisal. We are
pleased to tell you that the rate is down 2% on
last year.
Submitted by John Wood

Our intrepid interpreters have agreed to share
their stories again at the Town Hall some
evening in the fall, date TBD. So if you can't
make the above events and cemetery visits,
you can still appreciate the effort of these folks.
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Summer Park Pass

Senior Luncheon

The Summer Park Pass is available FREE at the
Shrewsbury Library. The Pass allows up to 8
people (in one vehicle) into parks for day use only.
Participating parks are listed on the back of the
pass which is available using the following criteria:
1. Passes are issued on a first come/first
serve basis and cannot be reserved.
2. Passes are issued for a three-day time
period.
3. Passes are to be returned to a library staff
member.
4. There is a minimum 48-hour wait period
before you can obtain the pass again.
There is also a different pass to Historical sites!
Passes are located at the Library—just ask the
staffer to check them out!

The next senior luncheon will be August 16 at
Roots Restaurant, 51 Wales Street in Rutland.
Please call Pat Jackman by August 12 at 4927022 or email her at pastorpatjack@
gmail.com for reservations.
Please note: The person organizing the
luncheon will no longer call the attendees for
reservations—please contact the person in
charge of reservations at the appropriate
phone number or email. Thank you.

Shrewsbury Moms & Babies
The makeover of the children's room at the
Meeting House and planning for a September
gathering of Shrewsbury Parents and their
Babies are underway. The September Times
will have specific DATES, TIMES AND
TOPICS OF INTEREST. Babycare will be
provided so parents can socialize and share
common interests. For more info call Rene
Pollock at 492-3559.

 Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum 
OPEN Sundays 1:00-3:00pm
There are many new exhibits to ponder such
as the framed Charter granting 24,000 acres
to be known as the Town of Shrewsbury, an
extensive photo exhibit showing our town’s
growth through the years, artifacts such as
calling and greeting cards, diaries and a
Union House ledger.

Licia Gambino-Hamilton will be calling
a family style contra dance!

Visitors to the Museum will receive a rolled
8-1/2" x 11" scroll of the 1st page of the
copy of the charter, compliments of the
Society.
Visit the new Ye Olde Gift Shoppe featuring
postcards, books, old Town Reports and
copies of the Charter. Sign our guest book
and enjoy an afternoon of your town’s history!
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The Shrewsbury Community Church
Worship: Sundays at 10:00 AM

From the Pastor’s Desk:
One Saturday recently one of my sisters and a
niece drove up from Massachusetts for a visit.
They were supposed to arrive about 8:30 AM but
didn’t get here until around 11:00 AM. They had
apparently been stopping at yard sales as they
traveled across Route 4 from Interstate 89. As we
headed over to Weston and the Vermont Country
Store we encountered a few more yard sale signs.
Needless to say, my niece, Aimee wanted to stop
at them all.
I saw rugs, lamps, chairs, dressers, tables, pots
and pans, even food items. It appeared to me that
everything was for sale. As I wandered amongst
the items, I was overwhelmed by the sheer
volume of belongings. Dish sets covered the
dining room table. Christmas decorations filled the
front hallway of the house. Tools, toy cars, board
games, and vintage dolls crowded the garage.
When I left, I couldn’t help but wonder if the
homeowners were moving, if they desperately
needed the money, or if they had passed away.
It reminded me of these words from Ecclesiastes
5:16: “Just exactly as he came, so shall he go.”
We are born empty-handed and we shall leave
the world the very same way. The stuff we work
long and hard hours to buy, organize, and store is
ours for only a while—and even if we don’t want
to admit it, it’s all in a state of decay from the
moment we buy it. Moths will eventually munch
their way through our clothes; even our gold and
silver won’t hold their value as the stock market
fluctuates daily. And sometimes our “riches perish
through misfortune” (Eccl. 5:14) and our children
don’t get to enjoy our possessions after we’re
gone.
Stockpiling or storing possessions today is foolish,
because we can’t take anything with us when we
die. What is important is a right and proper
attitude toward what we have and how we use
what God has given us. If we do this, we’ll be
storing up our treasure where it belongs—in
heaven. It’s these things that will matter—and it’s
these things that will last and serve us well in the
end.
Submitted by Rev. Pat Jackman
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Pastor's Office Hours at the Church:
Tuesdays 5:30-7:00 p.m.
The Shrewsbury Community Church is
looking for used or new bed pillows to use
for the Shrewsbury Parents Recess program
beginning in September. If you have some
that you would like to donate contact Pastor
Pat Jackman (802-492-7022) or Rene
Pollock (802-492-3559). Thank you.
Church Events
August @ 10:00am - All worship services will
take place at the Northam Church
August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 (Wednesdays) @
7:00pm – “The Lord’s Prayer” in Aramaic will
be studied at the Northam Church. Contact
Dino Rice at 492-3488 for more information.
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (Mondays) @ 3:004:00pm – Bible Study on Romans Chapter 8
in the meeting room, 2nd floor of the Meeting
House. For a study guide or information,
please call Rene Pollock 492-3559.
Aug 25 @ 12 noon - Prayer Shawl Group
meets at Roxanne Ramah’s, Cold River
Road. Bring a bag lunch and please call
Roxanne 492-3675 to let her know if you can
come.
The Prayer Shawl group has knitted
and/or crocheted many beautiful blankets for
veterans in White River Junction. Dozens of
Prayer Shawls have been given or sent to
folks in need of comfort. We recently
delivered six shawls to the Women's Network
in Rutland.
August 28 @ 6:30pm - Annual Vesper
Service of Worship at the Northam Church

Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.
way radios, bolting to the door and tripping over a
sleeping dog or cat to help someone in need was
occurring all over town in response to the call.

Anatomy of a Call
When the SVFD responds to the “big one” or a
“cranker”—meaning a structure fire of a very large
size, usually visible for long distances, with large
amounts of smoke and flame, and many
departments and trucks—it is a picture that seems
to be imprinted upon one’s mind when thinking of
the fire department. This may be true; however, this
type of call is fortunately not that common. A truer
vision of a typical call may be pictured in the
following story.

At 5:22 a.m., the familiar voice of Asst. Chief Al
Ridlon was on the air: “Shrewsbury Fire to state
dispatch, Shrewsbury Engine One responding!” Jon
Lees was aboard the engine with Al. Adam Severy
and Bob Snarski were also responding from their
homes. On the other side of town, Lieutenant Ray
Dambrackas reported to the Northam Station and
responded with Engine Two. Kevin Brown was not
far behind with Tanker Two. Lt. Jaime Carrara was
on the way in his personal vehicle. Chief Russ
Carrara was also on the move from Bomoseen and
heading for the scene. At Spring Lake, Jesse
Dambrackas and Elliot Stewart were camping out.
Not without their pagers, however! A dash from the
campsite to the vehicle quickly brought Jesse to the
scene, while Elliot stayed to ensure that the
campfire was attended to.

It was the early morning of July 2, and the back
roads of Shrewsbury were very quiet. At 3:00am,
most people were probably sleeping with nary a
thought of what might be happening in town during
that time of day. An elderly gentleman was driving
the roads alone, trying to get to the home of a
relative for the upcoming holiday weekend. Early
morning hours can be visually deceiving, and while
traveling on the Northam Road between Larry
Carrara’s and the Mountain School, the sweeping
curve was misjudged. Even at what was probably a
very slow speed, the SUV veered from the road and
stopped, laying on its left side with the roof facing
the road.

Upon arrival at the scene, training and instinct
quickly took over. Paul Stewart was able to open the
rear hatchback, and Ray Dambrackas was able
enter and crawl/climb up to the elderly driver. Ray
assured the responders that the victim did not
appear to be hurt, but he could not extricate him.
Paul and Ray were the first responders to arrive on
the scene, and at that point, Steve and Debbie
Walsh went along their way knowing that the
emergency was under control.

The driver was apparently uninjured, but he was
unable to get out of the vehicle. His car was
equipped with “Onstar,” but a connection couldn’t be
made in this particular spot on a country road. At
about 5:15 a.m., retired firefighter and past chief,
Steve Walsh and his wife Debbie happened to be
traveling the road, getting an early start on a
vacation in Maine, when they came upon the scene.
Steve stopped to check it out. Seeing that there was
a driver still in the car, Steve asked if he was hurt.
“Not hurt, but I can’t open the door,” was the
answer.

Asst. Chief Al Ridlon and Jon Lees arrived within
minutes in Cuttingsville’s Pumper One followed by
Jaime Carrara. They sized up the situation and
retrieved the “Jaws of Life” from the pumper and
quickly set it up. Deputy Chief Kevin Brown
assumed command of the situation while Jon Lees,
Jack Perry, and Bob Snarski set up traffic control on
both sides of the accident scene. State Police and
Regional Ambulance were arriving, as well as family
members of the driver. Upon his arrival, Chief Russ
Carrara gathered information for the family, EMTs,
and police. He also communicated via radio with
State Dispatch and assumed command from Deputy
Chief Brown.

Steve immediately notified 9-1-1, and within
seconds, 18 firefighters from all over town were
awakened at 5:20am by the familiar, piercing “BEEBEE-BEE-BEE” of their pagers. “State Dispatch to
Shrewsbury Fire, respond to the Lincoln Hill Road
near the Mountain School for a 10-50 roll over with
a victim trapped in the vehicle!”

Ray Dambrackas covered the driver with a fire coat
to shelter him from breaking glass and stayed in the
vehicle to aid and reassure him. Kevin Brown
carefully placed the tip of the spreader tool into a

At that moment, sheets and blankets were being
tossed, and bleary-eyed firefighters were quickly
responding to their duties. An instinctive jumping
into clothes or turnout gear, grabbing pagers or two-

(continued on next page)
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Volunteer Fire Dept. (cont. from previous page)
crack in the sunroof. A loud “pop” was heard as the
safety glass of the sunroof shattered into thousands
of tiny cubes. Setting the “Jaws” tool aside,
firefighters could now lift the driver from his seat,
move him through the large sunroof opening, and
assist the ambulance crew in placing him on a
gurney. The victim was then brought to the waiting
ambulance to be transported and checked out at the
Rutland Regional Medical Center.

the wreck. A close check was made to ensure that
there were no fluids leaking from the vehicle, and
shortly thereafter, a wrecker arrived to tow it away.
A welcome sight to all firefighters on scene was the
arrival of Auxiliary Member Catherine Carrara, who
brought coffee which “hit the spot” for all members.
At approximately 7:00 a.m., firefighters were either
arriving home to their awakening families or
gathering at Over Easy’s for a little conversation and
a hearty breakfast. All was now well, and
Shrewsbury began awakening to a beautiful July
morning. For the SVFD, it was just another day at
the “office”!

The state police arrived before the ambulance left,
and the officer was able to gather facts, briefly
question the victim, and record all information
necessary. Jon Lees and Jack Perry utilized their
two way radios to control the small amount of traffic
moving through early morning Shrewsbury while
Bob Snarski kept them informed as to what was
happening at the scene and whether traffic could
pass safely using one lane or should be held.

Upcoming for the SVFD will be the annual VSFA
Convention in Middlebury where department
members will be participating in many competitions
and activities. The results will appear in next
month’s Times.

Available firefighters used large street brooms to
sweep up all of the glass and assisted the family in
retrieving the personal belongings of the victim from

Until then… enjoy the summer, drive carefully, and
stay fire safe!
Submitted by Bob Snarksi

Hello from the Kids Korner
The first event held for this year’s Summer
Reading Program (SRP) was the performance
by the Rutland High School Summer Encore
Theatre Group. Their performance of “Aladdin” in
July was great and all who attended had a great
time. Our next SRP night will be held on August
2, 2011. We will be exploring crafts from around
the world. Come learn a new craft from another
country. The last event will be on August 18,
2011—NOTE
THIS
DATE
HAS
BEEN
CHANGED FROM PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS! On the 18th we will explore games from
around the world. Both of these programs will
start at 7:00pm and will run for about 1 hours.
The library board would like to thank Alex
Bullock for his service as our teen trustee this
past year. We all wish him well as he ventures
off to college in August. We would also like to
take this time to welcome David Mackintosh as
our new teen trustee. We all look forward to
working with him during his time on the library
board.
Thanks for your support.
Submitted by Gail H

 COMMEMORATIVE ENVELOPE



The Shrewsbury Historical Society will be selling a
cachet envelope with a special single day issue
commemorative postmark and Liberty Bell postage
stamp affixed. Inside the envelope will be a printed card
with the history of Shrewsbury's Charter.
Envelopes may be purchased for $3.50 each at the
Shrewsbury Museum located on Route 103 on
Saturday, September 3rd between the hours of 8:0011:30am. They may be addressed and mailed at the
post office that day only.
Envelopes may also be purchased as a collectible item
on Sunday, September 4th from 1:00-3:00pm at the
Museum.
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 Learn Something New
About the Village 
On Sunday, August 21!
First, at 1:30pm Julanne Sharrow will talk
about the evolution of the Pine Valley Farm
through the years. She has photos of the barn
in 1899, among other fascinating artifacts.
Meet at the Smith Sharrow Farm on Lincoln
Hill Rd.
And at 3:00 pm Donna and Bill Smith will lead
a short walking tour of the center of
Shrewsbury Village—meet at the Town
Hall. Smiths have been living at the farm for
200 years. Join us as we hear about the
village and its inhabitants from long ago, and
not so long ago. Cookies and tea to follow at
the Town Hall.
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THANKS to ALEX BULLOCK for serving as a Library Trustee! Alex helped with the massive job of
bar-coding the children’s books, along with ALICIA BLECICH and CAITLYN HARTIGAN. Alex will
attend UVM this fall, as will Alicia, while Caitlyn will enter Colgate. CONGRATULATIONS and
BEST of LUCK TO ALL!
We’re very pleased to announce that DAVID MACKINTOSH will take Alex’s place on the Library
Board. David is a junior at Mill River. Welcome, David!
COMING EVENTS:
SATURDAY, JULY 30, 7:30pm METTAWEE
THEATRE COMPANY presents: “THE OLD
BOAT GODDESS: SONGS OF THE AINU of
Northern Japan” at MOUNTAIN SCHOOL (rain
or shine). GINGERBREAD for sale at 7 pm and
after the show! BRING a BLANKET or LAWN
CHAIR, BUG REPELLENT, SWEATERS!

NEW BOOKS include:
STATE OF WONDER by Ann Patchett, her
new novel set in the Amazon
CONSCIENCE: Two Soldiers, Two Pacifists,
One Family: A Test of Faith in World War I by
Louisa Thomas, a biography of Norman and
Evan Thomas by their granddaughter

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 10am-2:30pm
STONE AGE TECHNOLOGY w/ CHARLIE
PAQUIN Please bring a bag lunch & we’ll
supply lemonade.(See our ad!)

CARTE BLANCHE: 007 by Jeffery Deaver, a
continuation of the Bond novels

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 4pm BOOK
DISCUSSION: MY ANTONIA by Willa Cather.
Books available at Library; all welcome.

SMOKIN’ SEVENTEEN by Janet Evanovich,
the new Stephanie Plum mystery
HAITI AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE by Paul
Farmer, MD: eyewitness reports.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 3, 10am - 2pm ART
WORKS & WRITING EXHIBIT in honor of
SHREWSBURY’S 250th BIRTHDAY.
(STORYTELLING in Fall!)

SONG OF ICE AND FIRE by George R.R.
Martin; the first four books in the series
THE HYPNOTIST by Lars Kepler, new
Swedish noir by a husband-and-wife team.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 10, 7pm on. STREET
DANCE w/ MUDDY RHODES BLUES BAND
Outside the LIBRARY: Adults: $5; under 16s:
Free.

NEW DVDs:
JANE EYRE (coming mid-August); GAME OF
THRONES (ordered)

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24 ANNUAL BOOK &
BAKE SALE ! Donations welcome after Sept.
12 only! (Books in good condition; no
encyclopedias or textbooks; bring during
LIBRARY HOURS, please!)

If you happen to have the library’s copy of the
DVD Tangled please return it as other patrons
are wishing to view it.
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Shrewsbury Mountain School PTO presents its 1st Annual Run/Walk

RUN BACK TO SCHOOL 5K

Saturday August 27th, 2011
9:00 AM Rain or Shine
FREE T-SHIRT TO THE FIRST 100 REGISTRANTS
REFRESHMENTS FOR ALL RUNNERS/WALKERS
The Race will start and end at the Shrewsbury Mountain School and go along a gentle rolling course.
*Strollers Welcome (No pets please)
Kids Fun Run: 1 mile around the school walking path immediately following 5K
Race Day Registration: 8:00-8:45AM
Race Entry Fee: Kids: $5 Adults: $15 Family: $25
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------__________________________________________________________________________________________-----------

Entry Form
Name:___________________________________________M F Age __________ Walk or Run T-shirt size____________________
Name:___________________________________________M F Age __________ Walk or Run T-shirt size____________________
Name:___________________________________________M F Age __________ Walk or Run T-shirt size____________________
Name:___________________________________________M F Age __________ Walk or Run T-shirt size____________________
Address ____________________________ City, State, Zip _______________________

____ Check if would be willing to volunteer on Race Day.
Waiver:
I agree to participate in the Shrewsbury Mountain School Run Back to School 5K. In consideration of my entry, I do hereby waive,
release and forever discharge any and all rights and claims which I (or my child) may have or hereafter accrue to me against the
Shrewsbury Mountain School PTO or any other groups or individuals associated with this event, for injury or damage suffered by me
(or my child) while participating in the event and do further certify that I (or my child) am physically able to participate in this event.
Print Name _________________ Signature _________________Print Name _________________ Signature ____________________
Print Name _________________ Signature _________________Print Name _________________ Signature ____________________

Send this form with your Entry Fee to: Shrewsbury Mountain PTO 300 Mountain School Road Shrewsbury,
Vermont 05738
(Make checks payable to Shrewsbury Mountain PTO)
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Afterschool Leadership Opportunity: Rutland South Supervisory Union
RSSU (Mill River UHS, Shrewsbury Mountain School, Clarendon, Wallingford Elementary Schools) is
seeking four dynamic Afterschool Program Coordinators to serve students at school sites during the 20112012 academic year. All positions will report to the RSSU Director of Afterschool Programs, and be
responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coordinating the development and implementation of a site-based program to feature high quality
academic and enrichment components;
Implementing all applicable district, agency, and 21st CCLC grant policies and regulations;
Developing and facilitating partnerships with appropriate agencies and organizations in the region
that provide services to youth and families;
Assisting in the development of procedures and policies for operation;
Establishing and maintaining communication with the school staff of their respective site about
student needs and general aspects of the afterschool program;
Maintaining all records required for program administration and evaluation;
Performing other associated duties as assigned.

College degree and three years experience in education or related field required, record of success in
working with youth essential. All positions are 20 hours maximum per week, 36 weeks per year.
Compensation is competitive. Please forward cover letter, resume and three references to:
Rutland South Supervisory Union
Attn: Dr. Carrie Becker, Director of Afterschool Programs
64 Grange Hall Road
North Clarendon, VT 05759
RSSU is an equal opportunity employer.

The
Community Guild
Annual Bazaar
will be held
Saturday, August 6, 2011
9:00am-1:00pm
at
Mt Holly School, Mt. Holly, VT
For information call:
Bessie at 802-259-3564
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NEWS FROM PIERCE’S STORE
Fresh Vegetables & Fruit
Available
In case you haven't
noticed: we are now
carrying fresh fruits &
veggies in our cooler. So
far, our offerings have
included plums, oranges,
apples, lemons, limes,
bananas, lettuce, peppers,
tomatoes, carrots, celery, broccoli, scallions,
peas, summer squash and coming in the month
of August we'll have local eggplant, plus more
peppers & tomatoes, and berries. PLEASE
TELL US what you'd like us to keep in stock,
and whether your preference is local, organic
or conventional!

Stone Soup Supper on August 20th
Come one, come all, for a community Stone
Soup supper, made by Galen Miller. The meal
will be by anonymous donation only. Anyone
is welcome and any contribution is
appreciated! Come enjoy festivities at the
Garage at Pierce's and have dinner from 57pm!
Friday Night Dinners for August
Aug. 5th — Nothing planned for this 1st
Friday in August so if you have a burning
desire to become one of our famous Guest
Chefs please contact either Galen Miller
(home ph 417 7631, earthgarden1306
@yahoo.com) or Judith Thomas (home ph
492 3549, jthomas@vermontel.net).

Deli items!
Here's a list of Rob's terrific offerings so far:
• Burritos—Beef, Pork, Chicken & Bean
• Potato Salad (Old Fashioned Style & Rob's Red
• Hummus
• Chicken Salad
• Chinese Chicken Salad
• Gazpacho—Cold Tomato Soup
• Fresh Salsa—mild to medium spice, DELICIOUS
• Pasta Salad
• Three Bean Salad
If you have any ideas for prepared food, stop in
and let us know!

Aug. 12th — Guest Chef Rob McCain will
prepare Beef Garan Masala, a rich Indian
curry with Raita (a cucumber yogurt sauce) &
Naan (raised Indian flat bread)
Aug. 19th — some folks from Spring Lake
Ranch will surprise us with another delicious
meal (to be announced the week of the 19th).
Aug. 26th — Guest Chef Taffy Maynard will
prepare Chicken with goat cheese, artichokes
& sun-dried tomatoes served with Basmati
rice, tossed salad & Lemon Brownie

New products:

• Strafford Organic Creamery Ice Cream This is
REAL ice cream, worth the price.
• Crowley Cheese made right down the road
• Boylan Birch Beer Soda very popular so far!
• Marley's Mellow Mood Green Tea with Honey
soothing to the point that there is a drowsiness
warning on the label!
• Food Should Taste Good Sweet Potato Chips
• Spring Lake Ranch Maple Granola very tasty
• Maya Zelkin's Local Sauerkraut & Pickles
• Cabot French Onion & Salsa Verde Dips
• Bulk Kalamata Olives
• Organic Steel Cut Oats, Bulk
• Organic Brown Basmati Rice, Bulk

Meals will be available warm on Fridays from
5:00 to 7:00…and Saturday, until they run out.
It’s best to call ahead and reserve your order!
492-3326.

Lindsay Arbuckle & Scott Courcelle
Co-Managers
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This August in Haiti
Dear Friends and Family,
to eat a meal before coming to school or during the
day. Some students even stayed after school for
help and did not leave until four or five o’clock in the
afternoon. It is one of our dreams to provide one
balanced meal a day to every student who attends
the program.

At the beginning of the summer I went on a service
trip to Port-au-Prince, Haiti with a friend of mine
from high school. While there, we volunteered in a
primary school teaching English to fifth and sixth
graders. We spent mornings and afternoons
teaching and playing with the students, and passed
the evenings working together to plan the next
day’s lesson and to organize activities.

We realize that we are sending this letter with little
time before our departure. Due to logistic and
financial complications we were only recently able
to finalize plans to return this summer. If you are
interested in supporting our summer program,
donations of any form would be greatly appreciated.
Our monetary goal is $1,500. Donations will be
used to purchase school supplies, hygiene items,
sports equipment (soccer/basketball), first aid
essentials, arts and crafts, and food. Any
contribution is greatly appreciated and goes a long
way; 10 dollars could provide one student with
school supplies, twenty students with lunch, or all
sixty students with BandAids.

In the short time that we were there, we became
incredibly attached to the students we worked with
and truly fell in love with the country of Haiti. When
we returned home, we realized that our hearts were
still in Haiti and that we needed to do more. We
learned that the school, which was only intended to
be a temporary institution during the year following
the earthquake, was torn down at the end of June.
This complicated the process of planning a return
trip. Fortunately, we have the opportunity to return
for three more weeks on July 30th to run a summer
program in the one remaining structure that has yet
to be torn down. Although we are heartbroken that
the school has closed, we are so grateful to be able
to work with these students again.

For more information please contact us at
arianabetsy@gmail.com, rather than our personal
emails or call me at 802-492-3549 (home) 802-2822443 (cell). Checks can be made out to Ariana
Bronwen Thomas and mailed to 2101 Keiffer Rd
Cuttingsville, VT 05738. We would also love to see
you at our going away party at Betsy’s house (753
East St. North Clarendon, VT) on Friday July 22 at
7pm. And please feel free to pass this on!

Throughout the program, we will continue our
English instruction, direct sports and recreation, and
be creative with arts and crafts—something that
they have never had the opportunity to do before.
We are also going to include hygiene and sanitation
education by implementing daily tooth brushing,
hand washing, and basic first aid. We hope that
these three weeks will help build the framework of a
longer program next summer.

If you would like to follow us on our adventures, visit
our new blog: www.arianabetsy.blogspot.com.
Much love and appreciation,
Ariana Bronwen Thomas

Many of the children we worked with were not able

MEMORIES 2012 CALENDAR

Studio potter seeking an assistant to wood
fired pottery production one or more days
per week, spring through fall. Compensation
in the form of studio credit towards any of
the following options: pottery lessons, use of
the studio, space to fire pots in the kiln, or
pottery pieces. Inquire at Maya Zelkin
Pottery, 116 Coldham Road, North
Shrewsbury, 492-2045.

The Shrewsbury Historical Society will be
publishing the Memories 2012 Calendar
(our sixth) this year. Due to deadline
restraints we cannot have a sponsor list for
this issue, but it will be back again next
year.
The Society hopes to have the calendar
ready for sale for the Town’s 250th
Celebration on September 3rd and 4th.
More information will be forthcoming in the
September issue of the Times.
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A Shrewsbury Nature Journal
July 19— For anyone hiking Shrewsbury Peak
during the first couple of weeks in August, you
can expect to find a trail crew from the Green
Mountain Club hard at work improving both the
Black Swamp trail and the "Stone Chimney"
trail. Today, while out on both trails, my bird list
included
higher
elevation
specialties—
Swainson’s Thrush, Blackpoll Warbler, Winter
Wren, Dark Eyed Junco, White Throated
Sparrow and a Magnolia Warbler.

July 7— everything had been going well for the
loon family at Spring Lake with the two chicks
being tended by the adult birds. Unfortunately
the news today was that one of the chicks had
disappeared. Reports of a large snapping turtle
hanging around the camp docks may point to
the culprit. Needless to say we loon lovers were
saddened. It's hard not to get attached to those
appealing birds.
July 8— A late day walk on the Long Trail and
adjacent meadows on this high summer day. It
was lovely to be in the cool shade and lush
greenness of the forest. Royal ferns grew
handsome and tall in the wooded swamp near
the duckweed covered vernal pool on the
trailside. A Hermit Thrush, Scarlet Tanager,
Blackburnian Warbler, and a Black Throated
Blue Warbler sang as I stepped along. The big
meadow is wet underfoot and so tall with
ripening grass seed heads. Wildflowers—oxeye
daisy, red clover, cow vetch, yarrow—bloom
profusely. Bobolinks in a loose flock made up of
brown colored youngsters and adult females
and the much bolder black and yellow males
sang and called. The young birds were easy to
pick out as their wing beats were floppy.

Until next time... enjoy this great summer
weather and keep your eyes open for
interesting nature observations!
Connie Youngstrom
Email: marky@vermontel.net

Couple seeks home or
apartment to rent, lease or
housesit.
Lindsay Arbuckle & Scott Courcelle, current
managers at Pierce's Store, are looking for
a small house or apartment to rent starting
this fall 2011. Ideal, though not required:
space for a 17' x 50' greenhouse; in
Cuttingsville, Shrewsbury, Clarendon or
surrounding towns; two parking spaces; lots
of indoor sunlight; privacy; storage space,
barn, mudroom;
piano; wood stove.

July 9— The first Japanese beetles have
arrived in the tall ferny greenery of the
asparagus patch. Their timing is impeccable as
the first of my prized raspberries begin to ripen.
July 12— On another loon check at the lake, I
notice that Indian pipes are springing up all over
the place. A closer look reveals the tiny
Northern Green Orchis growing in the damp
shade of the tall white pines and hemlocks.

We are open to many options, including
seasonal house-sitting, barter for
vegetables/garden work, rustic cabins, etc.
Please let us know of any possibilities so
that we can remain a part of the Shrewsbury
community. Email or phone:

July 13— From the high branches of some
unknown tree the piercing call of a cicada rings
out in the hot summer air. It's the first one I've
heard here this year. A whopper of a
thunderstorm nailed several gardens
here in Shrewsbury with hail and high
winds. My gardens were unscathed
with just a short burst of ice pellets
and heavy rain.

lindsay.arbuckle@gmail.com
or 492-2087.
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Shrewsbury has a chance to win up to $11,000 !
NeighborWorks® of Western Vermont invites Shrewsbury to participate in the County Energy
Competition. NeighborWorks (a local non-profit organization) received a $4.5 million grant in
2010 from the U.S. Department of Energy to improve the efficiency of 1,000 Rutland County
homes by June 2013. Each participating town has a target number of home energy
improvements to reach, and towns that achieve their target number are eligible to win one of
two $10,000 awards for the following categories:
•

Town with the highest percent of home energy improvements completed per capita

•

Town with the highest average energy savings

All financial awards must go toward an energy efficiency improvement activity, such as
weatherizing a town building, purchasing materials for an energy curriculum at your local
school, or helping residents or businesses improve energy efficiency. The target number for
each town is 5% of the number of households owning a home. Shrewsbury’s target is 20 (and
nine are already complete!) Shrewsbury will win $50 for every completed improvement
regardless if the target is reached.
All home energy improvements must be finished (with “test-out” complete) by May 31, 2012,
and winners will be announced by July 15, 2012.
Join your friends and neighbors. It starts with one call to the NeighborWorks H.E.A.T. Squad
for a Home Energy Check-Up. Stop wasting money on utility and energy costs to keep your
home comfortable! Call (802) 438-2303 x 227 to schedule your check-up or visit
www.heatsquad.org for more information.
Submitted by Rich Dow, NeighborWorks H.E.A.T. Squad Outreach Coordinator
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The cost of printing and mailing the TIMES is made possible through donations and advertising. Any
donation is appreciated, and all donors will be acknowledged for a full year (11 issues). The Times is
mailed to all residents of Shrewsbury. If you live outside of Shrewsbury, send your address along your
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THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY OVER THE YEARS.

Joan Aleshire
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Carl Badenhausen
Steve Banik &
Virginia Gundersen
Randall & Dianne Barclay
Beauchain Family
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Grace Brigham
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Herb & Karen Carrara
Wayne & Charlene Cefaratti
John & Connie Cioffi
Bud & Edie Clark
Ed & Irene Cook
Orie & Elaine Corino
Crisanver House
Sally Deinzer
Stan & Louise Duda
Lee & Jane Emerson
Wayne & Lizzie Emmons
Bill Ferguson &
Sandra Korinchak
Liz Flint
Johnathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry
The Gile Family
Mark & Carol Goodwin
Bob & Irene Gordon
Judy & Bob Gould
Pam & Peter Grace
Tracy & Nancy Grieder
Barbara & Barry Griffith
Molly Griffith
George & Bobbie Gulick
John & Betty Heitzke

Alice Bailey Hooper
Jason & Sarah Ingle
Ted & Martha Izzi
Sally Jones
Edna & Stirling Klein
Lars & Charlene Lundeen
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Hull & Taffy Maynard
Richard Mendes &
Laurie Bauman
Jeff & Pam Monder
Walter & Mary Nelson
Raymond & Cheryl Noble
Connie & Jeff Noiva
Kerry & Jan O’Hara
Donald & Patricia Oresman
Joe & Mary Patten
Judy Patten
Doug & Rachelle Patton
Rene Pollock
Roxanne Ramah
David & Dino Rice
Al & Ann Ridlon, Sr.
Lee & Dick Rohe
Edward & Suzanne Savage
Ed & Diane Schmults
Aaron Schneider
Shrewsbury Community Church
Shrewsbury Conservation
Commission
Shrewsbury Coop at Pierce’s Store
Shrewsbury Historical Society
Shrewsbury Library
Shrewsbury Mountain School
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.
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Shrewsbury Fire Dept. Auxiliary
Martha & Podge Sirjane
Bill & Donna Smith
Tim Snyder
Anne Spencer
Spring Lake Ranch
B. J. & Joan Stewart
Wendy A. Stewart
Morris & Martha Tucker
Al & Ellie Tufano
Liesbeth van der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
Thomas & Carrie Vasile
Judy Webster
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Nancy & Jim West
Louis & Theresa Williams
Ruth & Con Winkler
Mark and Connie Youngstrom

Your donations are very
much appreciated. If your
name is not on the list of
donors, please consider
contributing to support
publication of the Times.

