Okay, Shrewsbury, itʼs time to Green Up!
On Saturday, May 5, please gather at the Town Hall from 8:00am to 10:00am for yummy
breakfast treats as well as bags, gloves, and a collection route. All trash will be sorted at
the Transfer Station from 10:00am to 1:00pm.* Where will the Golden Frisbees be this
year…?
*Please remember that Green Up is ONLY for roadside garbage—no household trash.
Thanks from Your Conservation Commission
Cynthia Thornton, 492-2255

FROM THE LEGISLATURE

mont’s natural business opportunities involving agriculture, forest products, and tourism.

Friends and neighbors,

The vaccination bill (H. 777) created a lot of interest
and strong emotional feeling throughout the State.
The Senate passed out a bill that eliminated the philosophical exemption. There are currently three possible exemptions to being vaccinated as a requirement for attending public school. You may be exempted for medical, religious, or philosophical reasons. The House version keeps all three exemptions
intact with an educational requirement. Those who
choose to be exempted must receive information that
explains the risks and rewards of vaccination. Our
decision to keep the philosophical exemption intact
in no way suggests that we don’t want to encourage
higher vaccination rates, but rather a difference in
how to achieve that.

As of this writing the redistricting or reapportionment
plan still stands, at least for our towns. There are
some uncertainties that may affect Tinmouth, but
Shrewsbury will be joining Mt. Holly and Ludlow, and
Wallingford will be in a two-seat district with Clarendon, West Rutland and Proctor.
The Senate is currently in possession of many bills
passed out by the House. This backlog makes it uncertain that we will be able to adjourn on April 27 as
planned. I personally feel that the abbreviated session (16 weeks instead of 18), while effective as a
cost saving measure, makes the rush at the end a
little untenable. That said, we are all working hard to
pass responsible legislation that benefits us all.

As vice-chair of the Judicial Retention Committee I
introduced our findings to a joint assembly last
month. Two Superior judges and one magistrate
were recommended for retention by our committee
and confirmed by a vote of the assembly.

Two important bills of general interest are currently
under consideration in the Senate, one in committee
of conference. The Working Lands Enterprise Investment Bill (H. 496) creates the Working Lands
Enterprise Fund and the Working Lands Enterprise
Board, which will oversee the fund. The intent is to
stimulate a concerted economic development effort
on behalf of Vermont’s agriculture and forest products sectors by systematically advancing entrepreneurism, business development, and job creation.
This is a terrific bill that should have a positive longrange economic effect. It takes advantage of Ver-

Next month I will report on all the bills voted out of
my Committee, House Judiciary. As always please
continue to contact me with your good ideas and
concerns. I promise to get back to you in a timely
manner.
Rep. Eldred French
492-3304 345-9187 eldredfrench@vermontel.net
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
May 1

7pm

May 4
May 5
May 5 & 6
May 8
May 15
May 17
May 20
May 24

5-7pm
7pm
12noon
10:30am
4pm
12noon

May 25
7:30pm
May 26 & 27 10-5pm

*Shrewsbury Historical Society Annual Meeting and Election of Officers at the
Museum
*Community invitation to a Potluck Supper at Evensong Farm
*Green-Up Day (see front page for details)
*Marjorie Pierce and Ann Haley “descendant” geraniums for sell at Pierce’s Store
*Shrewsbury Library Annual Meeting and Election of Officers at the Library
Senior luncheon at Appleby’s. Call Tess Williams at 492-2187 if you can come.
Parent Recess will meet at the meeting House
*Book Club Discussion group at the Library
Prayer Shawl group will meet at home of Tess Williams. Please call 492-2187 to
let Tess know if you’ll attend; bring a bag lunch.
*Author Yvonne Daley reads from her book at the Library
Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend

* see elsewhere in newsletter for details

Deadline for submission to
the Times of Shrewsbury is
the 20th of each month.

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS

Board of Selectmen Meeting
1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Town Office
Bone Builders
Tuesdays & Thursdays—9:00am at Meeting House
Library Trustees’ Meeting
2nd Tuesday—7:00pm at Shrewsbury Library
Mill River Union School Board Mtg
1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Mill River Union High School
Pierce’s Store Take-Out Meals
Friday nights
Planning Commission
1st & 3rd Mondays—7:30pm at Town Office
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Sundays—10:00am at Shrewsbury Library, upstairs
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship
Sundays—10:00am at Center Church
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum
Open July thru October on Sundays 1:00-3:00pm
Shrewsbury School District Board Mtg
2nd & 4th Mondays—6:30pm at Mountain School
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds
2nd Tuesdays—7:00pm at South Station Restaurant
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.
Thursdays—7:00pm at Cuttingsville Station
Conservation Commission
(February-May: 1st Monday—5pm) & (June-January: 1st Tuesday—5pm)
________________________________________________________________________

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org
Town Clerk’s Office 492-3511
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm; Closed Friday
Town Treasurer’s Office
492-3558 or 492-3487
Wed 5pm-7pm
Transfer Station
Sun 8am-4pm & Wed 1pm-7pm
Shrewsbury Town Library 492-3410
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon
Tues & Thurs 7pm-9pm
Wed 10am-5pm AND 7pm-9pm

Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585
Mon-Fri Counter 8am-11am & 12:30pm-4:30pm,
Lobby 7:30am-5:00pm
Saturday Counter 8am-10:30am; Lobby 7:30am-10:30am
Meeting House 492-6050 (Reservations: 492-3649)
Dog Warden Matt Danaher 492-3442
Shrewsbury Constables Matt Danaher 492-3442
and Pete Lajoie 492-3671
Emergency Management Irene Gordon 492-8282
Ambulance 773-1700
CVPS power outage 1-800-451-2877
Medical—Fire—Police Emergency Dial 911
Rutland Hospital 775-7111
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Independent Candidates for
Justice of the Peace

Dialing the Deputy

If you are considering placing your name on the
ballot in November as an Independent (unaffiliated) candidate for Justice of the Peace you must
submit a nomination petition with the signatures
of a minimum of nine (9) Shrewsbury registered
voters (1%) and a consent form to the Town Clerk
no later than 5:00 PM June 14th, 2012. V.S.A. §§
2356, 2361, 2402
Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk

Keith Clark, Sheriff of Windham County,
called on a recent sunny afternoon to
report that he had a story about somebody in our community. He said that
the person had used very good detective skills and had really made his day.
One of his deputies had lost her cell phone when it
fell out of its holder at the Vermont Yankee demonstration held at the Entergy plant on March 22.
Lucky for the deputy that Cedelle Sirjane found it
and tracked down the owner by calling one of the
pre-programmed numbers on the phone. That
number belonged to Superintendent Shepherd in
the Sheriff’s office. Through the identification of
other numbers on the phone and based on a lost
phone report within the department, it was determined that the phone belonged to the deputy.

In Memoriam

Judith Ann Johnson
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The Sirjanes were instructed to mail the cell phone
back, and according to Cedelle’s mom, she was
insistent that “we just gotta get it mailed right
away.” Sheriff Clark said that so often we hear
about the people who do the wrong thing, but he
thought people in our community would want to
know about someone in our midst who had done
the “right thing.” Thanks Cedelle!

We come to you with sad tidings. Our mother and
long-time resident of Shrewsbury, Judy Johnson,
passed away this past Christmas. Even though
she resided in Rutland at the time of her passing,
her heart remained in the peaceful hills of
Shrewsbury. We know many of you knew and
loved both our parents, and we would like to cordially invite each and every one to join us in a
celebration of our mother's life, a farewell to a
remarkable woman. This event will take place on
Sunday, May 20, 2012, from 12 noon to 4pm at
the Noel Event Center located in the former restaurant located within the Diamond Run mall. If
anyone has photos or stories to share of our parents, we would be very grateful. We are providing
some food items, but if you wish to bring a dish to
share with the group, all donations are accepted.
Thank you for all of your very kind support.

Based on report received from Sheriff Clark

You’re invited...
Potluck Supper at
Evening Song Farm

—Ralph, Judy, and Richard Johnson

The community is invited to a potluck gathering
on Friday, May 4th from 5pm-7pm at Evening
Song Farm on Route 103. The organization
350.org is inspiring gatherings worldwide to raise
awareness of the impacts of climate change. We
will enjoy a potluck picnic and take a photograph
to “connect the dots” for the global event. Bring a
dish to share. The event will be cancelled in the
event of rain.

2012 Graduates?
If you’ll have a new high school or
college graduate in your family this spring,
don’t forget to send the news (and their upcoming plans if you wish!) to the Times so it
can appear in the June issue!

Submitted by Ryan Wood Beauchamp
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A Walk UP the CCC Road
On Saturday March 24th, 2012 Barry and I decided to
check out the Hurricane Irene damage on the CCC Road
from the Plymouth side. Since “Irene” we had heard rumors that the back side of the CCC Road was “completely gone and that there was no intention to repair it.”
That would be too bad. (Especially for those who use it
in “this neck of the woods” as it cuts off 26 miles from a
trip to the East.) We must admit that we have driven over
the CCC Road for decades but had never made the
climb on foot. Parking at the gate off Route 100, we
commenced our ascent up to the first corner that bears
to the right. This section was fine, but rounding the bend,
we began to see the devastation. However, the road was
not “completely gone.”
Continuing our climb, (phew! this grade is quite steep) we
CCC Road heading west after the first corner
began to see how the road had been built and dug into
the hillside. This was quite an engineering feat for the
CCC! We started to speculate how they built it with the
equipment that they had in the 1930s. We were able to get across multiple washed out ravines in the road. Of
interest is the wooden cribbing that remained quite intact around one of the culverts. Could these wooden
planks have been here buried under the road since the 1930s without rotting out, and if so what kind of wood
was it? Does anyone still have the skill to build this type of apparatus?
Approaching the second curve in the road that bears to
the left there is a huge washout about 10+ feet
deep,15+/- feet wide, and 40 feet long. This took most
of that corner out. At this point, we decided we had
climbed as far as we wanted to that day. As we made
our return trip to the car, we noticed what appeared to
be the original road towards the lower corner that parallels the current road but at a steeper grade. The road is
not “completely gone” on the backside. Hopefully it’ll be
repaired.
Photos and Article by Barbara Griffith

Approaching second corner
going up the CCC

Origin of the CCC Road
The CCC Road was built as a fire access
road. The Civilian Conservation Corps (also
known as the CCC) worked on it over an 18month period in the early 1930s.
Is this how all culverts were made in this step grade
with cribbing?

5

!

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
The warm weather and lack of rain
have made our roadside and forest
unusually susceptible to fires. The
fire warnings have been spread up
and down the east coast and New England. Rarely a
day goes by without this subject being on the state or
national news. The causes of these fires vary from
unintentional—a train creating sparks, a tree taking
the power line down igniting the dry right-of-way—to
more human related starts such as sparks from a
chain saw, an errant cigarette or the intentional burning of brush. It only takes a minute for the wind to
whip that small grass fire into an uncontrolled 3-acre
fire or more! Throughout the state open burning has
been banned because of these conditions. The natural spring green-up of the forests is a big help, however, until we receive significant rainfall open burning
should not be considered. If you have questions regarding burning of brush, always call Forest Fire
Warden Kevin Brown (802-345-8668) or Deputy Forest Fire Warden Al Ridlon Jr. (802-282-3642) for a
burn permit.

SVFD is grateful for the support from our neighbors!
April 1952 was a special time for the Shrewsbury
Volunteer Fire Department! Somewhere in Shrewsbury several residents held an impromptu meeting.
These young men, or should I say “boys,” determined a need for a volunteer fire department to protect the residents of Shrewsbury. With a portable
pump mounted on a trailer, 500 feet of 1½" hose, the
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept was born! The
equipment was stored in a barn across the road from
John C. Stewart and Sons. From these beginnings to
where we are today—two stations—two modern
pumpers and tankers—countless hours of volunteered time and unselfish dedication and determination—these “Boys” founded the SVFD.
Al Ridlon Sr. attended these first meetings with his
father as a “boy.” April marked his 60th year of serving in the fire service. Al has volunteered countless
hours to the VT State Fire Fighters’ Association,
Clarendon and Shrewsbury volunteer fire departments. Al continues to serve the Town of Shrewsbury to this day as a mentor, teacher, truck driver,
pump operator, vice-president and trustee! The
SVFD would like to acknowledge and thank Al and
his wife Anne for their dedication and selfless donation of their time, skills and experience! If you see Al
or Anne give ’em a “THANKS” and ask ’em a question! They have great stories! Thanks and remember
STAY FIRE SAFE!!
Submitted by Jack Perry

The SVFD has responded to a chimney fire, a mutual aid call from North Clarendon and several brush
fires. We continue to work on the improvements at
our Northam Fire Station. Thanks to Tom Ryan and
other members for building the new cabinets. Thanks
to Kitchen Encounters of North Clarendon for the
donation of the counter tops and LaValley Building
Supply for donating materials for the cabinets. The

Purple Traps Coming Again
Purple traps to monitor the ash borer beetle will be in our area again this year. It has already
been spotted east of the Hudson River which is not good for Vermont! One way to keep it from
coming to our area is to not transport wood from outside the area.

Volunteer Drivers Needed
Meals on Wheels is currently in need of volunteer
drivers for meal delivery routes throughout Rutland
County. Just a few hours a week of your time can
provide your senior neighbors with the nutritious
food and friendship they may otherwise go without.
If you are ready to help your senior neighbors,
please contact: Penny Jones, Volunteer Coordinator, Meals on Wheels 775-0133
Kelly Giancola, Senior Helpline Coordinator

LOST
Prescription sunglasses; dark
navy plastic female type frame.
If you find them, please call
492-2244
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New Dog in Town

Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio
Weekend — May 26 & 27

Good Friday was a really good day for a dog named
Jill. She arrived in a van driven by a fellow who delivers rescue dogs to new owners up and down the
east coast. He travels 27 weeks out of the year and
delivers about 12 dogs each week. He says it’s a
great job...“the dogs love me and they don’t yell at
me either!”

This year, the Vermont Crafts Council
celebrates 20 years
of presenting
the
Vermont Open Studio
Weekend Tour. Over
250 artisans throughout
Vermont
will
open their studios to
the public during Memorial Day weekend,
May 26 & 27, from
10am-5pm both Saturday and Sunday. The Tour is an excellent opportunity to travel unused back roads and learn
about the work of local artists. Many who participate
in the tour like to choose a different region of Vermont to explore each year. Folks around here need
not travel far to spend a day visiting several craftspeople working in a variety of media.

Sally Deinzer was looking for a new pet and learned
from her sister about available lab mix dogs listed on
the web. She checked it out and found there were
thousands of dogs up for adoption, so she decided
to go with the service provided by North Star Labrador Retriever Rescue and was very pleased.
Through a series of questions, dogs are matched
with potential owners. Sometimes the potential owners are even checked out with home visits and reference checks!

Jill getting her first whiff of Shrewsbury air.

Within Shrewsbury one can stop by the studio of
woodturner Gerry Martin at 998 Lincoln Hill Road.
Gerry particularly enjoys emphasizing the natural
forms and embellishments found in local wood varieties. Natural edged bowls both functional and unusual will be on display and demonstrations will be given. Venturing up to North Shrewsbury, travelers will
find Maya Zelkin’s pottery studio and wood burning
kiln at 116 Coldham Road. See pots made by hand
on a kick wheel, and learn about the hands-on process of firing pottery with wood. Finished first quality
and “seconds” pieces will be for sale. On route 103
in Cuttingsville, David Stone makes hand thrown pottery in functional stoneware and hand burnished, alternatively fired earthenware vessels. There will be
items for sale and wheel thrown pottery demonstrations all day.

Jill arrived looking like she’d just come from a spa
with her beautiful coat of shiny black fur. Every hair
was in place! And just in case she decides to be too
adventurous in her new setting, she has a microchip
implanted so that she can be identified by any animal
shelter and returned to Sally. Her first walk in the
woods solved the question about her curiosity...her
nose was definitely in search of things “out there.”

In nearby Mount Holly, three more studios will be
open as well. Bob Beardmore on Branch Brook Road
makes wood carving designs of birds, animals, walking sticks, bowls, and more. Stephanie Stouffer can
be found on Maple Hill Road where she paints
whimsical and decorative designs that are licensed
on many products. On Dodge Road, Madeleine Fay
will show her oil and watercolor paintings.

Sally says that Jill is from Georgia, so she’s waiting
to see how many syllables “woof” will be. In the
meantime, Jill is “speechless” about her good fortune.
—The Roving Reporter

You will find detailed studio tour maps at the library,
post office, Pierce’s Store, and at each of the participating studios. Take a day, or two, to visit these artisans, and learn about the craft processes happening
in our area!
Submitted by Maya Zelkin
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Springtime Is Kidding Time!
At Tangled Roots Farm, there’s a lot going on
this time of year. Along with the broiler chickens
pecking around for spring insects, the orchard
trees and berry bushes (including elderberries!)
leafing out, the shiitake mushrooms doing their
thing, and the piglets soon to arrive, the goats
are kidding. That means there’s a lot of bleating,
playing, and acrobatic leaping going on!
This is the first year that Maeve Mangine and
Lucas Jackson are selling goat’s milk from their
farmstand, which is a few steps up the hill from
the milking shed. Maeve milks the does twice a
day: at 6:30am and at 6pm. “There’s no other
source of goat’s milk nearby,” Maeve says, “so
I’m looking forward to helping introduce more
people to it.” Maeve and Lucas welcome you to
come tour their farm, and visit with the new kids.
Give Maeve a call at 236-1178. You can even
taste some goat’s milk!

Farmer Maeve Mangine holds a youngster. (And in the background, posing on
the stump, is Tuck, the farm’s friendly
buck.) Below: KABAJ (pronounced like
“Cabbage”!) and her twin kids. All the
Tangled Roots Farm goats are Oberhasli,
Alpine, or crosses of those two breeds.

2nd Annual Flower Sale at Pierce’s Store
May 5 & 6
We will be selling geraniums that are "descendants" of Marjorie Pierce’s and
Ann Haley’s geraniums. Marjorie’s plants are very hardy and old fashioned.
Ann’s plants have uniquely colored blossoms. All the plants have been propagated and nurtured by Mark Goodwin who is donating the plants for the sale.
Proceeds from the sale will go to buy flowers for the store porch flower planter
boxes.
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NEW BOOKS include:
Enemies: A History of the FBI by Tim Weiner
The Limpopo Academy of Private Detection by Alexander McCall Smith (another in his Africa series)

• The ANNUAL MEETING for the election of officers
and trustees will take place on Tuesday, May 8 at
7pm. All are invited to attend!

•

THANKS to everyone who returns their books, videos, music CDs and audio-tapes on time, so we
don’t have to spend time tracking down the overdue
items! Before we call (or send a letter), we have to
do a thorough search of our cards, recording notebook, and shelves to make sure an overdue notice
isn’t in error. Then we have to make a list of all the
items checked out to your number. When we’re fully
automated, overdues will come to our attention automatically, and trigger an e-mail to your address.
For now, though, the process takes a lot of time.
Remember, there are no fines; we just want the
items back so other borrowers can enjoy them!

Lennon: The Man, the Myth, the Music by
Tim Riley
Birds of a Lesser Paradise by Megan Mayhew
Bergman: short stories by a writer who lives on a
Shaftsbury farm with her veterinarian husband and
her children
Citizens of London by Lynne Olson: A history of
Americans in WWII

Hello from the Kids Korner!
Thank you to everyone who participated in the first
“Books in Motion” Event. Our next title will be
Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne. The
books should be arriving at the library by the beginning of May. We will use the month of May to read
the book and then view the movie on Friday, June
8, 2012 at 6:00pm. We will have pizza before the
movie. Books will be on the same table as last time.

•

QUILTERS, Beginning to Advanced: Lucille Fiske
and Donna Swartz will share their skills on Monday
evenings starting in June. Please call the Library,
492-3410, if you’re interested in joining the group.
COMING EVENTS—
Sunday, May 20 @ 4pm: BOOK DISCUSSION: The
Turn of the Screw by Henry James (1st session of
2). Books available at the Library.

Dates set aside for Summer Reading Programs:
June 22-23 – We will host our first Stuffed Animal
Sleepover. On the June 22, you will be able to drop
off a stuffed animal at the library for its very own
sleepover with other stuffed animals. This is a
locked-in program so no animal will be able to leave
before their owner comes to pick them up on June
23. Times to be announced in next month’s Times.
So talk with your friends and see which of your animals would like to have a sleepover at the library.

Friday, May 25 @ 7:30pm: YVONNE DALEY will
read from her books, Octavia Boulevard and A
Mighty Storm, and will talk about her writing and
sense of place.
Saturday, July 21 @ 10am-2pm: Archaeologist/anthropologist CHARLIE PAQUIN will return by
popular demand to demonstrate early tools and
technologies.

June 30 – 1:00pm VINS will be at the
library for a presentation

Sunday, Aug. 5 @ 7:30pm: METTAWEE THEATRE
COMPANY returns.

July 7 – Program TBD

Saturday, Aug. 18: STREET DANCE with Muddy
Rhodes Blues Band.

Keep a lookout for the new movies that
will be arriving with the Jules Verne books. These
titles are:
Kung-Fu Panda 2
The Chipmunk Movies (1, 2 &3)
The Adventures of TinTin
Happy Feet 2.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: BOOK & BAKE SALE.
(Please save your book donations until mid-August.)
NEW DVDs include:
Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, with Gary Oldman
Queen of the Sun, a documentary on bees
The Iron Lady, with Meryl Streep
The Descendants, with George Clooney
Treme: Season 2

Thanks for reading and hope to see you at the library!
Gail H.
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History Lesson
In the preface to our town’s history book, Shrewsbury, Vermont—Our Town As It Was, author Dawn
D. Hance wrote that as a child she called Shrewsbury home for approximately four years. She remembers fondly of sliding down a snow covered hill
in Laurel Glen Cemetery. She did not know then that
the names on the gravestones would one day come
to life in a story that she would eventually weave.

Annual Meeting and Election of Officers
This year the annual meeting will be held on May 1st,
a Tuesday evening, 7 pm at the museum. We extend
an invitation to all to come see what we are all about.
We can use your help in many ways. Won’t you join
us? The Museum will be open for the season on July
1 from 1 to 3 pm.
History Expo 2012
Tunbridge World’s Fair Grounds, June 16-17
This year the Expo committee, headed by Fran Patten and Richard Bettelli, are planning on displaying
the binder of copies of Letters to Home from Civil
War veteran George Wellington Foster written to his
wife, Leona Adams Foster in 1862 and 1863. Also on
display will be a Civil War sword and a Civil War flag.
George Wellington Foster ran the old brick store in
Cuttingsville in the late 1800s, and his son Fred followed him, also as Acting Postmaster.

When Hance grew older, her interest in her ancestors and how life was in the “old days” continued and
genealogy became a hobby. She eventually learned
through research that she was related to Nehemiah
Smith, one of the earliest settlers. These settlers labored hard and long both in the fields and in the
homes to establish a new life here. Hance writes that
in an era when modern conveniences are taken for
granted, it is refreshing to look back on their endeavors which gave us the permanent settlement of
Shrewsbury.

Fred O. Foster married Fanny Edith Persons who
was mother of Florence (Pratt), George Wallace and
Helen (Cook), who became mother of Edward Cook,
our former Shrewsbury resident and Tax Collector
for many years, now 95 years young, living in Rutland with his wife, Irene. (I have seen with my own
eyes, Ed Cook on skis, sliding down the same snow
covered hill in Laurel Glen Cemetery in his 80s as
did Dawn D. Hance.)

Hance summed up her preface by writing that is her
“sincere hope that the information within will better
acquaint the reader with Shrewsbury’s heritage, and
will bring back some fond memories to those who
now or once called Shrewsbury ‘home.’”
And indeed, the Society receives requests from folks
from all over the United States, seeking information
about their ancestors. Most of the time we can help
them and other times we advise that they contact our
Town Clerk. Every time I have to look something up
in the history book I learn something new. It is a
grand book, filled with photos and research on just
what the Shrewsbury settlers had to contend with.
This history book can be purchased at the Town
Clerk’s office during open hours, at Pierce’s Store or
at the museum when open from July to October.

George Wallace Foster, 1st Lt. in Co. D, 201st Infantry, 2nd Division, fought and died in 1918 in Argonne
Forest, northeast France, WWI. The huge rock in
front of the Museum was dedicated to him by the citizens of our town.
Inside the Historical Society Museum is a beautiful
large stained glass window dedicated to members of
the Foster family. It is a treasure and a lovely reminder of years gone by. Happy Spring!
Submitted by Ruth Winkler
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The Shrewsbury Community Church
We have exciting things going on this spring! We will
be moving our Summer Sunday Services to the
Northam Church two weeks early this year, on Sunday June 17. As we depart for the North of Shrewsbury, the Center Church will be receiving some
cleaning, polishing, repairs and updated decorating.

Community Church Calendar
Sunday, May 6 at 10:00am
Reverend Bob Boutwell will lead worship service
Sunday, May 13 at 10:00am
Reverend Skip Dickenson will lead worship service

We celebrated Spring with our 1st Annual Shrewsbury Vegetable Seed Distribution Day on April 7th.
We distributed free vegetable seeds for families in
Shrewsbury, who would like to start their own garden. We had extra seeds, which we were able to
share with the families served by the Rutland County
Women’s Network and Shelter. We also took them
our Easter lilies to plant in their healing garden. If
you have perennial flowers, gardening tools or solar
lights you would like to donate to the healing garden
call Lynette 775-0853 or Sue 492-3738. Next spring
we will be expanding our Seed Distribution Day by
adding a Seed Swap, so save those heirloom vegetable and flower seeds to swap with your neighbors!
Share your harvest with our community at a Harvest
Dinner in September. More details to follow.

Sunday, May 20 at 10:00am
Reverend Cindy Yee will lead worship service
Thursday, May 24, at 12noon
Prayer Shawl meeting at the home of Tess Williams
(492-2187). Please call Tess at 492-2187 to let her
know if you’ll attend. Bring a bag lunch and enjoy
the company and the purpose. We recently sent 5
lap blankets to the Veterans’ Home in White River
Junction and continue to produce prayer shawls for
those in need of comfort or celebration.
Sunday, May 27 at 10:00am
Reverend Bob Boutwell will lead worship service

On Sunday, April 29, the Shrewsbury Community
Church participated in a special Earth Day Worship
with the other churches in the Southwest Association
of the United Church of Christ at Grace Church in
Rutland.

The Window from Which We Look
A young couple moves into a new neighborhood.
The next morning while they are eating breakfast,
the young woman sees her neighbor hanging the
wash outside. “That laundry is not very clean,” she
said. “She doesn’t know how to wash correctly.
Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.”

Earth Day is widely celebrated around the world on
the March Equinox to mark mid-spring in the Northern Hemisphere and mid-autumn in the Southern
Hemisphere. This is the time when the center of the
Sun can be observed directly above the equator. At
the Shrewsbury Community Church, we view Earth
Day as the first holy day which transcends all national borders, preserves all geographical integrities and
brings all people into one accord; the preservation of
the harmony in nature. On Green Up Day, May 5, we
will continue our celebration of earth day with our
neighbors. We will be out about town picking up
trash, communing with nature and taking care of the
earth. On World Peace Day in 2010, Pope Benedict
XVI said “If you want to cultivate peace, protect creation.” Pretty smart guy I’d say!

Her husband looked on, but remained silent.
Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to
dry, the young woman would make the same
comments. About one month later, the woman
was surprised to see a nice clean wash on the line
and said to her husband: “Look, she has learned
how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught her
this.”
The husband said, “I got up early this morning and
cleaned our windows.”
And so it is with life. What we see when watching
others depends on the purity of the window
through which we look.

Submitted by Sue Kelley

Submitted by Sue Kelley
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SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL NEWS
Ski Program

A Note of Thanks!

Spring has arrived (it seems after summer this year)
and the time to “close the books” on this winter’s ski
program is here. The program was a great success
despite the bizarre weather this year. The MAP (K-1)
kids had some challenging times trying to find snow
to x-country ski on. One week they even hiked the
alpine trails and skating proved a popular alternative
to trying to ski on ice and mud. The 2nd-6th graders
had an easier time since Okemo did an amazing job
of providing some great conditions on their downhill
trails.

The Shrewsbury Mountain School Community and
School Board would like to send our sincere thanks
to the folks in the Town of Shrewsbury for recently
approving our local school budget and related articles. The School Administration, along with the
School Board, worked many hours in the development of our local budget with the goal of providing
the best possible education for our pre-K through 6th
grade students, as well as keeping our spending to a
minimum. We realize the constraints of our current
economic situation as a State and as a country, and
your support of our local school helps to secure a
strong foundation for our community. We strive as a
school board to keep the concerns of all Shrewsbury
taxpayers in mind as we develop our budget and future plans, so we thank you again for continuing to
support our efforts in the education of our children.

We had a full group of beginning skiers
again this year and they all progressed
over the course of a few weeks from
the beginners’ “Magic Carpet” to heading up onto the mountain on the lifts. All
in all we had five great afternoons of
snow sports with the whole school learning and having fun in the Vermont winter.

Local Community Action Planning
The Shrewsbury Mountain School would like to invite
the community to participate in a Local Community
Action Planning Process. The goal is to use student
achievement data to set forth goals and associated
resources needed to improve student performance.
The first meeting is scheduled to take place in May; it
is anticipated that there will be a total of 3-6 meetings. We thank you in advance for being part of this
planning, as your input in this process is essential in
meeting the needs of all who live in Shrewsbury. If
you are interested, please feel free to contact Deb
Fishwick, School Principal (492-3435), or Sarah Bolster, School Board Member (492-2159).
Submitted by Sarah Bolster

Of course even with volunteers leading the groups,
the program was not free. We asked parents to contribute, if they could, and we did collect over half of
the program’s cost. Now we need to make up the
difference and hopefully get a good start on next
year’s program.
We are trying to raise $1,200. If you can contribute
anything that would be great—the cost for a MAP
student is $20 and for a 2nd-6th grader who needs to
rent equipment it is $60. So send what you can or
sponsor one child’s cost or even the whole program.
The kids will be very grateful--they love ski days.
Submitted by Adrienne Raymond

From the Shrewsbury Mountain School PTO: We sold $3052 worth of candles with a profit of
$1220.80. Excellent work by our little school! Thank you to the parents and townspeople who helped. This
money will help to replenish the PTO funds and support field trips, playground, and other classroom needs.

Pre-K: Spring came....and disappeared back into winter. But that has not stopped our pre-K class! We practiced counting, recognizing numbers, and writing numbers during our Number Theme. The class learned
(and loved!) many different songs and games during this theme and we now have counting experts in our
group! We enjoyed Easter, especially hunting for eggs in the snow, and also painting with different kinds of
paint each day that week. The students used interesting words to describe the kinds of paints that they were
using. After vacation, we will be doing a character study that we are sure the students will LOVE! Spring will
be the theme that takes us from April to May...hopefully the weather will cooperate! —Ms. Amy and Ms. Julie

2nd and 3rd Grade: The second and third graders are working on a States of Matter science unit. Students
are learning about precipitation, evaporation, and condensation in relation to the water cycle. They have also
been completing hands on science experiments that allow them to actually see these different states of matter (solid, liquid, gas). These experiments are done in partnerships where students discuss and record their
observations and conclusions.
Continued on next page
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SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL NEWS

Mill River Union High School News

(continued from previous page)
Camp SMS: Campers at Camp SMS have been
busy, busy with workshops that have included problem solving skills, art projects, games, music, gardening, cooking, theater, and so much more. Our
focus for after break will be getting students outside
more after school to play classic games, do outdoor
activities, and just enjoy being in the fresh, spring
air. Our last day at Camp SMS will be on Thursday,
June 14th with a pizza party and screening of a
slideshow from all of our fun activities and workshops from throughout the year!

Congratulations to the Mill River Union High School
8th Grade Odyssey of the Mind team for placing second in this year’s statewide competition. This
means that team members have the opportunity to
compete in the World Finals from May 23-26 on the
Iowa State University campus in Ames, Iowa. In order to finance this trip, the team is actively involved
in fundraising events including bake sales, bottle
drives, and a Bingo night held in April.
May 1: Mill River chorus will perform for the Rutland
Area Retired Teachers at the American Legion
May 6: The Mill River Band will march in the Loyalty
Day Parade in Rutland
May 11 & 12 at 7:30pm: Stage 20 performances will
be held in our newly refurbished theatre
May 16 & 17 at 6:00pm: Two Celebrations of the
Arts will feature exhibits of art and photography by
students in grades 7-12 and performances by students in the music department.

This year students at Shrewsbury Mountain School
have been learning to get to know themselves better
and develop self-awareness skills, developing perspective-taking of others thoughts and feelings and
identifying what a peaceful school looks like.

Guidance:

Our whole school has also taken a
pledge to prevent bullying by using the acronym
STOP!

MRUHS is a very busy place, and it is wonderful to
see our students involved in so many exciting activities. We hope you will attend an event or two and
support the work being done by our young people.
Why not take in a baseball or softball game on a
warm and sunny afternoon? Check the website or
call 775-3451 for more information regarding the
events taking place at your school.
Andy Richards-Peelle and Sally-Anne Snarski

S - Support students who have been bullied.
T - Treat other students with respect.
O - Open eyes to see when bullying is taking place.
P - Prevent bullying by telling an adult.
Submitted by Marj Congdon
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NEWS FROM PIERCE’S STORE
OPEN ON MONDAYS
That’s right, Pierce’s is now open 7 days a week!
Hours of operation will be:
7am-7pm Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm Sunday

Pizza: We’ve sold more than 1,000 pizzas! Pizzas
are always available from our freezer to take home
and bake. These 12” pizzas are made fresh by Rob,
then frozen the same day. Try Cheese, Pepperoni
or a specialty pizza like Asparagus Pizza.
Special Case Pricing
Did you know members can order cases of product
from any of our distributors? We can get you just
about anything on the shelf and more. Make a request. Need fresh fish? 5 lbs of cabbage? A case of
Kombucha Tea? If you are not a member, stop at
the store and ask to sign up. All it takes is completing a form so we know who you are and where to
find you and $20. This purchases a share in the coop and entitles you to voting privileges and a 2%
discount on all purchases with just a few exceptions. You’re also eligible to purchase case lots at a
significant savings from the retail price. Ask for details at the store.
Board of Directors Meeting
The regular meeting of the Shrewsbury Coop at
Pierce’s Store Board of Directors meeting is Tuesday, May 8 at 7:00pm. Any member in good standing is welcome to attend. Meetings are held at the
store.

Shop Pierce’s First!
To get a sense of just how Pierce’s prices compare I
made the 20-mile round trip to one of the large Rutland chain stores. I took a regular grocery list to see
what the bottom line price difference would be, and
honestly, I have to say, I was rather surprised.

ITEM
Long Trail (6-pack)
Beef, Ground 1 lb.
Ball Game Hotdogs
Hot Dog Buns
Frozen Pizza, Pepperoni
Bacon, Vt Smoke & Cure 1 lb
Bread, artisan
Eggs, white
Milk, half gal. Thomas
Corn chips, Green Mtn Gringo
Salsa, Drews
Vt Coffee, 1 lb
Wine, Cupcake Pinot
Ketchup, Heinz
Mustard, French's
Juice, OJ, 1 quart (Thomas)
Laundry Soap, Xtra 75 oz
Toilet paper, 4-pk
Coke, 2-liter
Peanut Butter, Jif
Tomato soup, Campbell's
Cheese, Cabot sharp 8 oz
Onions
potatoes
apples
Spaghetti, 12 oz Prince
Pasta sauce, Newman's
Olive Oil, Xtra virgin, 17 oz Colvita
Lettuce, Romaine
Mac & Cheese, Kraft
TOTAL
Total after member discount

Big
Rutland
Store
Price
$7.99
$4.59
$3.99
$3.29
$6.79
$6.49
$5.29
$2.19
$2.82
$3.29
$3.89
$12.99
$10.49
$1.88
$1.79
$1.59
$3.49
$3.99
$1.33
$3.49
$1.59
$2.99
$1.33
$1.29
$1.69
$1.39
$2.49
$9.29
$2.99
$1.49
$118.20

Pierce's
Price
$7.99
$5.55
$2.99
$1.99
$8.99
$5.99
$3.99
$2.69
$2.89
$2.39
$4.39
$11.99
$11.99
$2.69
$2.79
$1.75
$4.39
$3.19
$1.99
$3.49
$1.39
$3.79
$1.10
$1.39
$1.33
$2.09
$3.19
$9.79
$1.99
$2.09
$122.27
$119.82

As you can see, our overall prices are surprisingly
comparable. And, if you are a member, the discount
makes it essentially equal. When you factor in gas !
costs and the highly personal attention you get when shopping at Pierce’s, I’m convinced that it’s worth it to
come to here for your regular shopping…or at least to come to us first. Get what you can get from us before
heading into Rutland for the things you know you can’t get from us. Or better yet, if you shop once a week,
why not give us one week of your month. You do not have to be a member of the co-op to shop here!
Submitted by KP Whaley
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Annual Plant Sale

Pierce’s Store
Friday Night Dinners for May

28th Annual Tinmouth Plant Sale. Saturday, May
12th from 11:00am to 1:00pm. No sales before
11am. Please note the new time. Viewing will be
from 10:45 to 11. Come early for the best selection
of locally grown and dug perennials and shrubs.
This fundraiser supports the Parents' Club and the
Tinmouth Community. There will also be a bake
sale, and a car wash and other fun ways to support
the school and the town. Bring your appetite. Hot
dogs and other local goodies will be available for
lunch!

May 4: Guest Chef Hilary Adams will prepare (if
Mother Nature co-operates) Native Sautéed Fiddleheads on Herbed Toast with thinly sliced
Locker Ham and a Dijon mustard sauce, finished
with Swiss cheese & a dollop of Hollandaise
served with Spring greens with a ramp vinaigrette.
If the Fiddleheads are not available, a Ramp &
Asparagus Risotto will be offered.
May 11: Guest Chef Rob McKain will prepare
Barbequed Pork with cider beans, corn bread &
cole slaw.

Affordable Housing Options
for Seniors
Several types of housing are available for Vermont
Seniors who are thinking of moving into something
more convenient and affordable. Most common is
Senior Subsidized Housing where rent is not more
than 1/3 of the household monthly income. To qualify
for an apartment, one must be either disabled or age
62+, and have an income that does not exceed certain limits. Income limits vary from one apartment
complex to another, based on regulations. There is
no limit on savings or money made from selling a
home, but interest income is counted as part of
monthly income. There are often waiting lists of six
months to 2 years for Senior Subsidized Housing. In
order to increase one's chances of finding an opening when it's time to move, it is recommended that
folks apply early and to several different complexes.
Other types of apartments for Seniors have either
market rents or “affordable” rents, with different or no
income or age requirements. For more information
and a list of subsidized and other Senior housing in
Rutland or Bennington counties, call the Senior
HelpLine at 786-5991 or 1-800-642-5119. The Senior HelpLine is a free service of the Southwestern
Vermont Council on Aging, serving Rutland and
Bennington counties since 1974.
Web site www.svcoa.org;
email seniorhelpline@svcoa.net.
Kelly Giancola, Senior Helpline Coordinator
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May 18: Some folks from Spring Lake Ranch will
prepare a meal to be announced the week of May
15.
May 25: Guest Chef Becca Rice will prepare Baboute (pronounced bah-boo’-tee), a West African
dish with eggplant, beef, curry, apples, apricots,
golden raisins & onion on a bed of rice & served
with a small salad of mixed greens.
Meals will be available warm on Fridays 5:00 to
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out.
It’s best to call ahead and reserve your order!

492-3326
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March 20 - On this first day of Spring I watch the
bluebird pair go in and out of the box in the east garden. They have laid claim to it, it seems. It is extraordinarily warm for March—78° in the shade. Crocuses have visibly grown and by late afternoon, have
opened in the sunny locations. At 6pm, the ice has
melted at the beaver pond so that it is thin, dark and
soft. While a pair of Wood Ducks cruised the fringe
of cattails and phragmites, three beavers swam in
the main pool. Through the rotten ice a large beaver
thrust his head, making a tinkling icy sound. Small
chunks of ice fell from the top of his head as he had
a look around. A single Spring Peeper was testing its
voice. It won’t be long before that familiar sound of
sleigh bells will fill the warm evening air.

ended and tiny blue Scilla, the color of the sky, have
taken their place. Hellebores, in earthy tones of greenish white and pink have started, some daffodils are
budded as well as hyacinths. Just one group of tulips
survived the meadow voles. The rest of the tulips were
devoured. Why do I bother?

March 21 - A Song Sparrow loudly proclaims its
nesting territory. Coltsfoot, sometimes mistaken at
first glance as a patch of small dandelions, lift their
cheery sunny yellow flowers skyward along the road.
Two Mourning Cloak butterflies lift higher in the
warm air. They are one of the few butterflies to hibernate over winter under the bark of trees, which is
why they sometimes look a bit tattered as they
emerge. Later, as evening approaches, Wood frogs
and Peepers can be heard far below in the small
farm pond and a Woodcock, the first of spring, is
heard peenting.

April 9 - It is the cruelest month indeed. By the end of
the day there is a good 7 inches on the ski trails in
Northam and a whopping 19 inches on Killington
Peak!

March 23 - At Adam’s Elbow, the willows have transformed. Fuzzy grey catkins have been replaced by
fat yellow pollen laden flowers. Some of the Red
Maples have begun to flower as well. This is amazingly early.
March 26 - Of course the summer-like weather was
short lived. Blustery cold winds have forced the crocus to shut up tight. All of the seedling trays, onions,
leeks and shallots, have come back indoors for now.
In the woods tiny leaves of spring ephemerals—
Trout Lily, Spring Beauty, small woodland Violets—
are emerging in the sunny protected places. It’s too
windy for bird songs, just the roar of the gusts in the
bare branches above.
March 31 - Both Red-bellied Woodpeckers are coming regularly to the feeder. The showy male, with his
scarlet nape, is bolder than the female. Each day I
see them, climbing the limbs of the oldest maples
along the road, while calling loudly, an unforgettable
and unmistakable rattling call.
April 1 - In the gardens the Snowdrop show has

April 6 - By now, many of our garden plants have
been seeded indoors. Today I sow seed for 11 different tomato varieties. It’s time for peppers, eggplants,
lettuces and flowering annuals to be started also so
that they will be ready for late May planting.
April 7- A loud rapping on the metal flashing of our
roof wakes me up at 5:30 am and signals the return of
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers.

April 14 - For joy! An Eastern Phoebe has arrived,
singing loudly, and shows interest in the nest platform
on the front porch. Meanwhile, since the forsythia is in
full bloom, albeit very early, that means that peas can
be planted.
April 16 - My list of spring observations grows lengthy
as the temperature rises to over 70 degrees today.
Red Bellied Woodpeckers, a Northern Flicker, Eastern
Phoebe, several Song Sparrows, a Purple Finch, Robins and Goldfinches filled the air with bird music.
Laundry drying, flapping in the strong south breeze,
the annual planting of pansies, and readying the rows
for peas by adding compost and lime. Tonight the
evening bird song included White-throated Sparrow, a
Winter Wren, a Woodcock, and of course the amphibian chorus of Spring Peepers.
April 18 - Spring Lake has
recently seen the return of
the Common Loon pair.
Though they won’t be nesting until
mid-May, at the earliest, the day was good for preparing and launching the nest platform. As we quietly
paddled back, the pair was seen at rest on the calm
water at the west end of the lake.
April 20 – The pair of Eastern Phoebes are back on
the front porch checking out the little nest platform
used every year. Spring has truly arrived.
Connie Youngstrom
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Email: conniey@vermontel.net
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To: Postal Patron

We are returning to the long tradition of recognizing donors for the remainder of the calendar year in which
the donation is received. Donors who gave in 2011 with the understanding that their name would be listed
for 11 months will be listed until that period of time has expired in 2012. However, donations received in November and December 2011 will be recognized for the full year 2012.
The Times is mailed to all residents of Shrewsbury and is also available online at the Town website. The
cost of printing and mailing is made possible through advertising and your donations which are very much
appreciated! THANK YOU!
Joan Aleshire
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen
Bankert Kennedy Family
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Beauchain Family
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem
Regan & Nancy Bell
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Marc & Peggy Blumenthal
Grace Brigham
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Donald & Lois Butler
Herb & Karen Carrara
Jamie & Catherine Carrara
John & Connie Cioffi
Bud & Edie Clark
Edward & Irene Cook
Orie & Elaine Corino
Sally Deinzer
Lee & Jane Emerson
Wayne & Lizzie Emmons
Tim & Kathi Faulkner
Barbara Ferguson
Bill Ferguson & Sandra
Korinchak
Lucille & Pam Fiske
Liz Flint
David & Jo Fretz
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry
The Gile Family
Mark & Carol Goodwin
Bob & Irene Gordon
Pam & Peter Grace
Tracy & Nancy Grieder
Barry & Barb Griffith

George & Bobbie Gulick
Ed & Daphne Hemmer
George & Betsy Hinckley
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys
Ted & Martha Izzi
Dick & Holly Keane
Dave & Ellen Kennedy
Edna & Stirling Klein
Pat Lambert
Judy & Robert Landon
Linda McGuire
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Hull & Taffy Maynard
The Monder Family
Walter & Mary Nelson
Connie & Jeff Noiva
Kerry & Jan O’Hara
Donald & Patricia Oresman
Bob Perry
John Perry
Ken & Cora Petretti
Ken & Judy Pitts
Rene Pollock
Reinbow Riding Club
Al & Ann Ridlon, Sr.
Lee & Dick Rohe
Ed & Suzanne Savage
Brian Sedaille
Shrewsbury Community Church
Shrewsbury Conservation
Commission
Shrewsbury Coop at Pierce’s
Store
Shrewsbury Historical Society
Shrewsbury Library
Shrewsbury Mountain School
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Shrewsbury Outing Club
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.
Martha & Podge Sirjane
Bill & Donna Smith
B. J. & Joan Stewart
John C. Stewart
John C. Stewart & Son, Inc.
Thomas Tomlinson
Morris & Martha Tucker
Al & Ellie Tufano
Liesbeth van der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
Thomas & Carrie Vasile
Howard & Deborah Weaver
Geoff & Anne Wells
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Jim & Nancy West
Louis & Theresa Williams
Lee & Joyce Wilson
Ruth & Con Winkler
Mark & Connie Youngstrom

Saturday
May 5, 2012

