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August 2013

Times of Shrewsbury
September 2013
Update on Irene Recovery Efforts!

Times of Shrewsbury

On August 10th and 11th Shrewsbury was the recipient of the volunteer efforts of 23 members of Team
Rubicon, a veterans group that formed in 2010 to
respond to the earthquake in Haiti, which then expanded to provide disaster relief in the States. They
made significant improvements in three areas in
Shrewsbury and East Wallingford.

October 2013
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Part of the Team demolished the remains of the
trailer that had washed away on the Freeman Brook
Road and loaded it in a dumpster. Gary and Tim
Martin provided demolition help and excavation at a
reduced rate and will be returning to remove a few
remaining pieces. The Team also filled a 30-yard
dumpster to overflowing with debris surrounding a
collapsed barn and a home on Route 103 west of
Evening Song Farm. The Martins will soon be removing the remaining debris to another dumpster.

November 2013
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many well meaning but overwhelmed agencies had
Doris and Howard Hall and Christine Keklak feeling
doomed. They were caught in a bureaucratic web,
watching the river in dread with every storm, waiting
for disaster to strike.

December 2013

Lastly, they attacked a huge mass of trees, debris,
and large appliances jammed in a river bend behind
a home at 5919 Cold River Road. The two homes
just downriver from this pile of twisted trunks had
been waiting in fear for another storm to send this
mess crashing downriver into their homes. Removal
was a job deemed too dangerous for our local volunteer crew, but these experienced veterans tore into it
with their equipment and the pile is GONE!

Perhaps even more exciting however, is that another
impending disaster for these 3 homeowners has finally found a solution. The Cold River had changed
course after Irene and cut deeply into the river bank,
undermining a barn, slicing close behind a rental
home, and endangering the two homes downstream
as well as the newly repaired Cold River Road.
FEMA would not provide funding to reinforce the river bank in spite of warnings by numerous engineers
that clarified to federal, state, and town officials that
another big storm would jeopardize these homes.
The land where the bank had eroded was not the
owner’s primary residence and the two primary residences down river did not own that property, making
their project ineligible for funds. Two years of appeals with FEMA and conflicting information from

Fortunately, this has a happy ending. The Rutland
County Long Term Recovery Committee was formed
and appointed a caseworker and volunteer coordinator to this project. They presented the case to the
Vermont Disaster Relief Fund and were finally
awarded a $20,000 grant, plus they raised $20,000
in matching funds donated from many area businesses and churches. The funds are now in place to
move ahead. By mid-September, trucks will be hauling in fill and huge rocks to hard amour and stabilize
the riverbank, meeting ANR standards and design.
Some fill will also be provided from the recent washout on Route 103⎯solving two problems. Work will
be completed by October 1st.
Thank you to the many Shrewsbury residents who
helped out in so many ways⎯working alongside
Team Rubicon, helping out with excavating equipment, and providing donations and food for lunches
and dinners for all those volunteers. This desire to
help out when needed is what makes our town, and
Vermont, a special place.
Submitted by Louise Duda
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the bids were not yet available. In the July and August
Times of Shrewsbury, the Board said they would be
discussing the bids received at the July 22 Board
meeting. Bids based on the architectural design for
solving the problem will now be available at the September 9 information meeting.
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The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly February
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informed of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and
opinions expressed in articles are solely those of the author and
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Times by the 10th of the month prior to publication or it will not

Co-editors: Sandra Korinchak & Chryl Martin

Times of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738
Email: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com
Online: www.shrewsburyvt.org and www.rutlandrpc.org/townnewsletters.ph
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Sept 3
Sept 4
Sept 5
Sept 8
Sept 8
Sept 9
Sept 9
Sept 10
Sept 15
Sept 17
Sept 18
Sept 19
Sept 21
Sept 22
Sept 22
Sept 26
Oct 5

7pm
by 5pm
7-9pm
9:15am

Historical Society Annual Meeting and election of officers at the Museum
*Last day to register to vote on the Reconsideration Bond
*Computer Office Hours with Scott Garren at the Library
*A cappella singing at the Community Church in the Center Church (Also Sept. 15, 22, 29)
*Peace Workshops at Community Church
by 3pm
*Last Day to vote early on the Reconsideration Bond
7pm
*Informational Mtg on school bond reconsideration at the Meeting House, Lottery Rd.
10am-7pm *Reconsideration vote for school roof bond at the Meeting House, Lottery Rd.
4pm
*Famous Books Book Club discussion at the Library
12noon
Senior luncheon at Three Tomatoes in Rutland. Contact Heather or Scott at 492-2284
or heather@garrenshay.com to confirm if you can attend.
12noon
*Prayer Shawl Group meets at home of Tess Williams
7:30pm
*Democratic Town Caucus at Scott Garren’s, 135 Spring Lake Rd, Shrewsbury
9am-2pm *Bake and Book Sale at the Library
*Peace Workshops at Community Church
4pm
*Science Book Club discussion at the Library
7-9pm
*Computer Office Hours w/ Scott Garren, Library
*SVFD Auxiliary Annual Ham Supper
Deadline for submission
to Times of Shrewsbury is
by 5:00 pm on the 20th
of each month.

* see elsewhere in newsletter for details

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS
Board of Selectmen Meeting
Bone Builders
Library Trustees’ Meeting
Mill River Union School Board Mtg
Pierce’s Store Take-Out Meals
Planning Commission
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum
Shrewsbury School District Board Mtg
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.
Conservation Commission

1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Town Office
Tuesdays & Thursdays—9:00am at Meeting House
2nd Tuesday—7:00pm at Shrewsbury Library
1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Mill River Union High School
Friday nights
1st & 3rd Mondays—7:30pm at Town Office
Sundays—10:00am at Shrewsbury Library, upstairs
Sundays—10:30am at Northam Church
Sundays—1-3pm--July 7 through October 27, 2013
2nd & 4th Mondays—6:30pm at Mountain School
2nd Tuesdays—7:00pm at the Snow Angel Tavern in Mendon
Thursdays—7:00pm at Cuttingsville Station
1ST Tuesday—5pm at Town Office

________________________________________________________________________

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org
Town Clerk’s Office 492-3511
Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm; Closed Friday
Mon-Fri Counter 8am-11am & 12:30pm-4:30pm,
Lobby 7:30am-5:00pm
Town Treasurer’s Office
Saturday Counter 8am-10:30am; Lobby 7:30am-10:30am
492-3558 or 492-3487
Wed 5pm-7pm
Meeting House 492-6050 (Reservations: 492-3649)
Transfer Station
Health Officer Daphne LeaHemmer 773-7157
Sun 8am-4pm & Wed 1pm-7pm
Emergency Management Bert Potter 773-2272
Shrewsbury Town Library 492-3410
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon
Tues & Thurs 7pm-9pm
Wed 10am-5pm AND 7pm-9pm

Ambulance 773-1700
CVPS power outage 1-800-451-2877
Medical—Fire—Police Emergency Dial 911
Rutland Hospital 775-7111
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• Please Vote •
Shrewsbury Mountain School
Roof Project Bond Reconsideration Vote
The Informational Meeting is on Sept. 9th. On Sept. 10th the Bond that was approved on June 20th will be reconsidered. The voting will take place from 10-5 at the Meeting House. The Informational Meeting will be held
at 7pm at the Meeting House.
PROJECT NEED
The roof has been having ice dams and leakage issues for a number of years. The School Board has tried a
variety of measures to address these issues including: widening the roof valleys, patching leaking sections of
the roof, and completing an insulation project to correct heat leakage (the cost of the insulation project was
largely paid for by a federal energy efficiency grant).
SCOPE OF PROJECT
John Berryhill and engineering staff from NBF Architects determined that the best, most effective way to solve
the leaking roof is to add insulation on the roof deck, before replacing the worn roof. Adding rigid foam insulation is crucial to prevent heat loss from the building. Minimizing heat loss from the roof deck will significantly
reduce fuel usage. More importantly, it will prevent ice damming. A standing seam metal roof by itself would
not solve the roof’s problems. The steps needed:
1) Remove the two layers of existing shingles on the entire roof.
2) Install rigid foam boards (only in sections of the building that were inaccessible from the inside of the
building when the insulation project happened a few years ago).
3) Install an ice and water shield over the complete roof deck.
4) Replace rotten fascia boards.
5) Build a small overhang area over the side entrance to prevent safety concerns of snow sliding off the
roof.
John and a local estimating firm provided an estimate for the total project costs of $215,000 which was the requested maximum amount to be bonded.
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
The concerns that were brought to us were whether it is advisable to strip the 2 layers of shingles off the roof,
and whether the overall cost was reasonable in comparison to other work done on other Town buildings. The
project includes stripping the old shingles first, because we intend to add an ice and water shield and it must
be applied directly to the roof deck and second, because it is poor construction methods to have over 2 layers
of shingles on a roof. The costs of the actual roofing are almost identical to the Meeting House roof⎯the
school roof is over 3x larger and we are adding insulation to the multipurpose roof and over the area joining
the old and new sections which is the cost difference.
WHY NOW
Unfortunately, this past March and April the roof, again, had some fairly major leaking in the section joining the
new and old building sections. Since this leaking occurred well after our budget had been prepared and after
Town Meeting, the Board was not left with many choices. We chose to request that townspeople approve a
bond in June so that the roof project could be completed this summer, while school was out of session. We
are concerned that delaying this project may result in damage to the integrity of the school building shell, but
we are hopeful that the project can still be completed this year should the bond be approved again. The bids
received were very competitive with one metal roof quote of $185,000. Unfortunately, the bids we received
were only valid for 30 days and there is a possibility that the cost may rise when it is re-bid.
WHY A BOND
The cost for this project is significant. We understand this and decided that the only way to finance a project of
this size is to bond it. This allows the spreading of payments over 10 years with reasonable payments in each
of those years. To those who ask, why not put the total amount into the budget and pay it in one year? The
method that the State uses to set our Education Tax Rate is very sensitive to cost spikes. The addition of
close to $200,000 in a single year would almost surely result in our being placed in a penalty situation and
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

taxed in a punitive manner that would make the project totally unaffordable.
WHERE TO GO FROM HERE
We want to stress that finishing insulating the roof deck of the building and replacing the roof is imperative to
maintain the integrity of the school building shell. The Shrewsbury Mountain School is an asset to this community and delaying this project has the potential to significantly deteriorate the condition of the building. We
believe that we are acting in the best interest of the town by both preserving a public building and providing a
healthy and safe educational environment for the children of Shrewsbury. We do want to note that through
very careful management of the budget this year (and a bit of luck) we ended the year in the black by
$17,000 which will be used to offset next year’s budget.
The Editors of the Times have kindly allowed us have significant space and we thank them for this. We encourage you attend the Informational Meeting on Sept. 9th with your questions, comments and concerns and
to VOTE on September 10th.
Shrewsbury Mountain School Board:
Sarah Bolster 492-2159; Ed Hemmer, 773-7157; Adrienne Raymond, 492-3578

Homestead Property Tax Adjustments
Letters advising of homestead property tax adjustments from the State have been mailed. If you have
not received an expected tax adjustment letter, contact the state at 1-866-828-2865 or website at
http://tax.vermont.gov for information. Deadline this
year is October 15 for adjustment claims.
Tax payments are due by October 11, before
8:00pm. Payments can be mailed to:
9823 Cold River Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738
Treasurer’s office hours are Wednesdays from 5 to
7pm at the town office.
Additional days for tax collection will be:
October 5,
October 10,
October 11,

Saturday Noon to 3:00 pm
Thursday 5pm to 7:00pm
Friday
2pm to 8:00pm.

Informational Meeting: Monday, September 9,
2013 at 7pm at Meeting House, Lottery Rd
Date of Vote: Tuesday September 10, 2013
Polls open 10am to 7pm at the Shrewsbury Community Meeting House, 88 Lottery Road
Early / Absentee ballots will be available no later
than August 1, 2013. Please contact the Town
Clerk for Early / Absentee Ballots (492-3511 or
shrewsburyclerk@vermontel.net). Last day to vote
early will be Monday September 9, 2013 at 3pm.
Last day to register for this vote will be Wednesday September 4, 2013 at 5pm.

As usual, cash payments to be accepted by the Town
Treasurer only. Credit Card payments will be accepted this year through Official Payments with the deadline of October 8th. There is a processing fee for this
convenience payable to Official Payments. The website is https://www.officialpayments.com which is
listed on the treasurer’s page of the town website
https://www.shrewsburyvt.org/treasurer.php
The drop box to the left of the town office front door is
available at all times for tax payments. Please call if
you have questions or concerns.
Linda McGuire, Town Treasurer
Office 802-492-3558; Home 802-492-3487

Fly the Flag
Sept 2
Sept 11

Shrewsbury School District Bond
Reconsideration Vote

Labor Day
Patriot Day (half-staff) Constitution Day
Julanne Sharrow
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Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk

Democratic Caucus Meeting
All Democratic voters of Shrewsbury are invited to
meet:
Democratic Town Caucus
Thursday, September 19, 2013, at 7:30pm
at the home of Scott Garren
135 Spring Lake Rd, Shrewsbury
The purpose of the meeting is to reorganize a new
Town Democratic Committee, which is required
every two years. We will elect officers for the Town
Committee and Shrewsbury members for the Rutland County Committee.
Submitted by Francis Wyatt

1
2

!

Standing, Left to Right: Tom Ryan, Ray Dambrackas, Al Ridlon, Jr., Jon Lees, Mark Stewart, Mark Gilman,
Elliott Stewart, Jesse Dambrackas, Paul Stewart, Al Ridlon, Sr.
Kneeling, Left to Right: Barry Griffith, Jack Perry, Seth Creed, Russ Carrara

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT—Nobody Does It Better!
The Vermont State Firefighters Association held its
Annual Convention in Bennington over Battle Day
weekend, for the second year in a row. To quote Yogi Berra, it was deja vu all over again for your
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department. In last year’s
Times, longtime member Bob Snarski reported the
following results from the 2012 muster competition:
“Midnight Alarm—first place, Dry Hose—first place,
Bucket Brigade—first place, SCBA Endurance—first
place, Water Polo—first place, and Wet Hose Coupling—second place. SVFD won the ‘Ray Davison
Firefighter Sports Award’ for having the highest aggregate score of 28 out of a possible 30. To our
knowledge, this may never have been achieved by
any other fire department in the state’s history.”

The infusion of young blood is crucial for a vital fire
department. (Welcome and thank you, new member
Seth Creed!) The fire service often runs in families
such as the Ridlons (three generations). At the convention muster events, it was rewarding to watch
young SVFD members Jesse Dambrackas and Elliott
Stewart team up with fathers Ray and Mark, displaying skills that will continue to serve all of us well. If
you wish to become a part of this team, contact any
SVFD member!
While convention events can provide a pleasant time,
being a firefighter is not all fun and games. Just a few
days earlier, our pagers rudely roused us in the middle of the night. Members sprang from bed and hurried west to help fight a stubborn midnight fire at the
Clarendon Springs General Store. It was a long night
for those responding—part of a firefighter’s commitment. Mutual aid agreements that SVFD Chief Russell Carrara has established with neighboring fire departments help ensure that, when needed, all of us
can get the equipment and manpower needed to
manage a fire or emergency of any size, until it is
brought under control.

Believe it or not, your dedicated volunteers duplicated these results in August 2013! Once again, only a
few hundredths of a second came between SVFD
and a complete sweep of the muster events. This is
a remarkable reflection of the skill, training and dedication of your neighbors on the Fire Department.
As it turned out, the afternoon competition was only
the beginning of a very rewarding weekend. At the
evening Awards Banquet, veteran SVFD Captain
Paul Stewart received a plaque honoring him as the
State Firefighters’ Line Officer of the Year. Longtime
SVFD Secretary/Treasurer Barry Griffith was recognized as VSFA Support Specialist of the Year. First
place awards for the Best Appearing Tanker and the
Best Appearing Marching Unit in Sunday’s parade
capped off a most successful showing by your dedicated and hardworking Fire Department volunteers.
Multiple outstanding achievements!

A few final thoughts and notes: Our Safety Officer
Bob Snarski is recovering from successful double
knee replacement surgery. We wish you a speedy
recovery, Bob! We look forward to your attendance at
our 61st Annual Ham Supper at the Meeting House
on Saturday evening, October 5, 2013—look for information elsewhere in the Times. School is back in
session⎯please DRIVE SAFELY and BE FIRE
SAFE.
Submitted for SVFD by Barry Griffith
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COMING EVENTS:
Tuesday, Sept. 10 @ 7pm: Library Trustees Mtg
Saturday, Sept. 21, 9am−2pm: BOOK & BAKE
SALE!
We’re
accepting
donations
from
SEPTEMBER 5 on. Books in good condition,
please; NO encyclopedias, textbooks, or magazines! VHS & music tapes, CDs, and especially
DVDs welcome!

THANKS to everyone who came to the Mettawee performance for another beautiful show, and to all who
made gingerbread to sell beforehand, and helped set
up and serve!

CONTINUING PROGRAMS:
Sunday, Sept. 15 @ 4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS
BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION: Howard’s End by E.M.
Forster. Books available at the Library.

AND THANKS to all who made the Haystack Dinner &
Street Dance a great success: all helpers, players,
and attendees! Special thanks to DONNA, for making
the dinner happen, and to MARCOS for leading a
wonderful band of musicians of all ages (GO,
ANNETTE!).

Sunday, Sept. 22 @ 4pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB:
This Is Your Brain on Music by Daniel Levitin.
Please contact Scott Garren @ 492-2284 for more
information.

NEW BOOKS include:
• Silver Star by Jeannette Walls: the new novel by
the author of The Glass Castle
• Fin & Lady by Cathleen Schine, author of The
Weissmans of Westport
• The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown:
The U.S. crew in the 1936 Olympics
• Light in the Ruins by Chris Bohjalian, a new novel about World War II
• A Treacherous Paradise by Henning Mankell,
author of the Wallander series

Alternate Thursdays, 7−9pm: WRITERS’ GROUP.
For details, please contact Martha Izzi at 492-3346
or mhizzi@yahoo.com or Penelope Weiss at 4923345.
Wednesdays @ 7pm: QUILTERS’ GROUP: Beginners and pros welcome! Please contact Lucille
Fiske at 492-3302 or Donna Swartz at 773-7403 for
details.
Thursdays, Sept. 5 & 26, 7−9pm: COMPUTER
OFFICE HOURS with SCOTT GARREN. Everything you want to know about social media, web
site design and management, and more. Please
call 492-2284 for more information.

NEW DVDs include:
• The Leopard, based on the novel and starring
Burt Lancaster
• The Ice Storm: classic 1970s angst, directed by
Ang Lee
• Fresh, a documentary written and directed by
farmer Joel Salatin
• Anne Braden: Southern Patriot: a documentary
about the civil rights pioneer
• Babette’s Feast: A Criterion Collection classic

COMING SOON: The missing classical music CDs
will be replaced. Look for works by Vivaldi, Beethoven, and Brahms to be back on the shelf!

October 5 & 6, 2013
10am – 5pm
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Book Reviews from the Library—

The Map of Love
by Ahdaf Soueif

Wow! Some amazing book reviews this month!
Won’t you please share your book review in our
“Readers’ Pick” journal kept at the Library at the front
desk. Thank you, contributors!
★★★★★
★★★★
★★★
★★
★

★★★★★

This is a dream-like tale of the lives of three women⎯one Egyptian, one American, and one English—
remarkably interwoven into a seamless tapestry of
passion, adventure, and history. Arabic is sprinkled
throughout the book, and there is even a glossary of
the simple terms used that provides a glimpse of the
beauty and complexity of the language. The story
begins when Isabel is going through the trunk of her
mother, who has died of Alzheimer’s, and she comes
across the journals of her English greatgrandmother, Anna Winterbourne. Anna had fallen in
love and married an Egyptian patriot. Isabel is
stunned and intrigued by this, as she herself has just
fallen in love with an Egyptian conductor. At his suggestion, Isabel travels abroad to meet the conductor’s sister, who helps translate the journals for her.
Isabel grows ever more amazed at the similarity of
her life and that of her great-grandmother even
though Anna Winterbourne had lived a full century
earlier. The history and struggles of Egypt to gain its
independence against the English is almost imperceptibly and gently introduced to the story. This is a
lovely, romantic read and an opportunity to learn
some history along the way.
Marilyn Dalick

Fantastic!
Compelling, page-turner
Enjoyable
Just O.K.
Not recommended

My Beloved World
by Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor
★★★★★

I highly recommend this book. It is a fascinating biography and full of inspiring insights.
Marga Richter Skelly
A Delicate Truth
by John Le Carré
★★★★

At first I thought it was terrible—Le Carré had finally
lost the touch. Then I thought, no, it must be read as
a comedy, a scathing satire of has-been British class
dynamics in the early 21st century. After I read the
first chapter the third time and started the second, I
said, no, this is really good! Not to give the whole
thing away, it’s typically spot-on, topical, namely, the
danger of being a whistle-blower…just don’t expect
to live long.
Tersh Runner

American Canopy
by Eric Rutkow

House
by Tracy Kidder

★★★★★

Rutkow balances intriguing portraits of famous Americans with vignettes about exactly how America’s
lush forest resources played a role in everything from
beer, architecture, and westward expansion, to regional industry. Rutkow is an excellent writer—his
pace, fast, and full of imagery—he never allows you
to get bored. If you have even the slightest interest in
trees or woodlands, this book is a must-read.
Anonymous Reviewer

★★★★★

Kidder, like John McPhee, has the ability to make
seemingly mundane subjects fascinating. In this
book, he follows the construction of a house—from
groundbreaking through completion. He does this,
variously, through the eyes of the architect, owners,
and builders, and in the process reveals much about
people relating to one another as well as housebuilding. Highly recommended.
Dirk Thomas

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

MCGOWN LANDSCAPING
Design, Build, and Property Services
Shrewsbury, VT

802-558-6832

greg@mcgownlandscaping.com
New Landscape Construction, Lawn Care, Seasonal
Cleanups, Drainage Solutions, Light Excavation
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On View in the Museum Lobby: The
wonderful decorative
piece shown here,
which was blown down
off the bell tower of the
museum during the
terrible wind burst on
Friday, April 19. The
piece is made of copper covered in verdigris, with two sections
of decorative leaves
and flowers. John Elwert was able to
straighten the tall point
and also made a stand
so that it can be admired. The piece will
be replaced on the
tower in the future.
Submitted by
Ruth Winkler
Photo by Brian Winkler

Showing Now: The Pierce Family Collection
Last spring when the museum committee met to catalog many items of the Pierce family, I was looking
through many letters saved by Marjorie, and found a
note written by Marjorie’s grandmother, Sarah B.
Spaulding. (In those days women often went to be
with their mothers who could take care of them during and after childbirth, according to Marjorie as told
to Karen Lorentz and mentioned in her book, Good
Vermonters.) The note was to Damaris Pierce, Marjorie’s paternal grandmother, announcing the birth of
Marjorie on May 1, 1903. It reads in part:
“Dear Mrs. Pierce, Just a line to say Marion has a
little sister arrived here at two o’clock this morn - a
little Mayflower - with bright eyes and a heavy head
of shining black hair, and it would done you good to
see how pleased Marion was. She nearly jumped out
of her papa’s arms saying baby, baby, when she saw
her. Gertrude is doing as well as could be expected.
Kate is doing kitchen work, pastry cooking and table
girl - but I shall try and have her come home with Will
and see you for I know she wants to come home.
Hastily, Gertrude’s Mother." As I was reading this
note, I realized that it was May 1, 2013, 110 years
later to the day the note was written. A copy of this
note is indeed part of the exhibit now being shown at
the Museum.
Gilford’s Room, a Radio Commentary
In researching for the “Vermont Lady” WWII B-17
bomber piloted by Gilford Pierce, I found the radio
commentary given by Howard Coffin on September
26, 2007 called “Gilford’s Room.” Coffin mentioned
about the Pierces when he lived in Shrewsbury for a
decade back in the 60s and 70s, that they had become good friends and when he visited in later years
he was honored by being given Gilford’s room, which
was kept exactly as it had been when he went to war
and never returned. He ended by saying that the
writer Henry James on visiting Harvard’s Civil War
memorial, expressed amazement that the Civil War
reached even here. Coffin ends, "so I have always
felt on seeing Gilford Pierce’s stone in the North
Shrewsbury cemetery, beneath the soaring green of
our Coolidge Range. The air war over Europe
reached even here." The complete transcribed commentary is shown next to Gilford’s uniform jacket in
the Pierce Family Collection.
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers for 2014
The Annual Meeting and Election of Officers for 2014
will be on September 3 at 7pm at the Museum. All
are welcome.
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A Story to Make You Chuckle

Attention Shrewsbury residents who
farm or have fields that are used
for agricultural purposes!

A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son
walking to school. He didn’t want his mother to walk
with him. She wanted to give him the feeling that he
had some independence but know that he was safe.

The Shrewsbury Conservation Commission want to
make you aware of Agricultural Outreach services
available through Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District who received funding through the
legislature to provide outreach to small and beginning farmers regarding programs that are aimed at
supporting agricultural production and economic viability and improving agricultural water quality, while
practicing environmental sustainable practices.

So she had an idea of how to handle it. She asked a
neighbor if she would please follow him to school in
the mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably
wouldn’t notice her. She said that since she was up
early with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way
for them to get some exercise as well, so she agreed.
The next school day, the neighbor and her little girl
set out following behind Timmy as he walked to
school with another neighbor girl he knew. She did
this for the whole week.

District staff can recommend beneficial conservation
practices and provide information on what resources
and programs are available to get the practices implemented. Practices include cover cropping, fencing, high tunnels, clean water diversion, water source
development, etc. They also just released a Conservation Practice Guide that is available free.

As the two kids walked and chatted, kicking stones
and twigs, Timmy’s little friend noticed the same lady
was following them as she seemed to do every day
all week. Finally she said to Timmy, “Have you noticed that lady following us to school all week? Do
you know her?”

An aerator Rental Program of an 8’ Gen-till Aeration
Tiller and a 15’ folding Gen-till Aeration Tiller is also
available for rent to local farms who would like to
renovate fields, aerate soils, or incorporate manure.
The cost is $5 per acre. If interested and for more
info call Nanci McGuire (802) 775-8034, ext. 117.
Submitted by Louise Duda

Timmy nonchalantly replied, “Yeah, I know who she
is.”
The little girl said, “Well, who is she?”
“That’s just Shirley Goodnest,” Timmy replied, “and
her daughter Marcy.”

Tinmouth Old Firehouse Concert Series

“Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following us?”

Fall Concerts are at 7:30 at the Old Firehouse In
downtown Tinmouth at the intersection of Vt. 140
and Mountain View Road. Donation of $10 requested. Concerts are sponsored by the Tinmouth Community Fund for the enjoyment of the community. Homemade refreshments are available as fundraisers for Tinmouth organizations.

“Well,” Timmy explained, “every night my Mum
makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my prayers, ’cuz
she worries about me so much. And in the Psalm, it
says, “Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all
the days of my life,” so I guess I’ll just have to get
used to it!”

Sept. 6: Salt River Revue with Mary Barron, Steve
Spensley, Marcos Levy, Paul Sgalia, and Victoria
Arthur

May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today
and always.
Author unknown; Submitted by Sue Ransom-Kelley

Sept. 20: Shady Rill with Patti Casey and Tom
MacKenzie.

Homemade quilts by Lucille
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, DONORS
Check Mail box

The Shrewsbury Community Church

Community Church Calendar
Sept. 1 @ 10:30am: Worship Service and Holy
Communion @ Center Church; Rev. Bob Boutwell.
Please bring a non-perishable food item.
Sept. 8 @10:30am: Free Peace Workshop @
Shrewsbury Meeting House; Betty Edson. (See left
for schedule.)

“What happens in September,” you say? On
September 1 it’s time to move our Sunday Services back to the Shrewsbury Center Church.

Sept. 15 @10:30am: Worship Service @ Center
Church; Rev. Skip Dickinson.

Let Us Build, One Individual at a Time, a Culture of
Peace.

Sept. 18 @ 12 noon: The Prayer Shawl Group will
meet at the home of Tess Williams. Bring a bag
lunch and please let Tess know if you can attend⎯492-2187. Everyone is invited. We’ve donated
many lap blankets to vets in White River Junction as
well as some recently crocheted bed blankets. Many
Prayer Shawls have also been donated to folks who
are ill or just need some comfort.

4 Free Peace Workshops
at the Shrewsbury Meeting House:
Sunday Sept. 8: Workshop session 1 @
10:30−12:30 followed by lunch provided from
12:30−1:00 and session 2 @ 1:00−3:00.

Sept. 22 @10:30am: Free Peace Workshop @ Meeting House; Betty Edson. (See left for schedule.)

Sunday Sept. 22: Workshop session 3 @
10:30−12:30 followed by lunch provided from
12:30−1:00 and session 4 @ 1:00−3:00.
Session 1 centers on freeing up our own creativity
and recognizing longstanding, unexamined habits
that may color our present-day reactions in various
situations.
Session 2 will deal with the importance of our feelings, and their effect on our relationships, as we
interact with others.
Session 3 will deal with ways of communicating
with others, non-violently and effectively.
Session 4 offers practical ways we can work for
peace and justice in our communities, the nation
and the world.
Please call Roxanne 492-3675 and leave a message to reserve a spot and a count for lunch.

Sept. 29 @10:30am: Worship at Grace Church. No
service in Shrewsbury.
A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL at the Free
Community Supper on August 10th. We enjoyed good
food & good company! We also delivered 25 meals to
people in town who weren’t able to get out to come to
the supper. Thank you to Neighbors who helped
make these deliveries and to all who helped make the
supper possible. A special thanks to Irene and Bob
Gordon, who have helped with the past 3 Community
Suppers. They have supplied expert advice, donations of food, donations of equipment, and many other
necessities; including abounding moral support!

Submitted by Sue Ransom-Kelley

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF @ the
Library in the front entryway.
All are Welcome to come in and Help Yourself
any time the Library is OPEN:
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon
Tues & Thurs 7pm-9pm
Wed 10am-5pm and 7pm-9pm

Community Needs
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests:
Contact Sue Ransom-Kelley 492-3738, 779-5241 or
Donna Smith 492-3367
Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Donna
Smith 492-3367 or Rita Lane 775-2578
Pastoral Care, Home or Hospital Visitation, Outreach
Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578
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Gloria’s Pantry
Things are really hopping at Gloria’s Pantry
with the garden veggies overflowing!
We have lots of new

pickles,
relishes,
jams and jellies.
Come check us out!we are adding new products all the time.

Hours
7:30am−6:00pm Every Day (except Tuesday)
Tuesday 7:30am−3:00pm

492-8700
12

My Mother’s Hands
by Marguerite Ponton
My mother’s hands were tired
From working hard all day
She was always very busy
Slaving in every way.
My mother’s hands were helpful
To all she chanced to meet.
She was ready to give a hand
To make their lives complete.
My mother’s hands were trusting.
She never did a wrong.
She always showed such caring ways
That made her friendships strong.
Chickadee coming in for a landing.
Photo by Brian Winkler
As part of the Vermont Humanities Council’s state-wide “Vermont Reads” program,
the Times of Shrewsbury and the Shrewsbury Library are encouraging Shrewsbury
residents to submit poems they have written. We appreciate those who share their
poetry for all to enjoy. Poems will be noted
by the Poetry 180 book cover in the Times.

My mother’s hands were prayerful
As she knelt beside the bed.
She never went to sleep at night
’Til her prayers had been said.
My mother’s hands are idle now.
She has gone to her Master.
My mother’s hands no longer toil.
They are at rest forever after.

Add Another Name to the List!
Recent email communications between some Shrewsberries introduced yet another name for “that building
where we go to vote.”
“Would you like to carpool from the Bone Builder Building?”
“Bone Builder Building is fine, although I would prefer
being picked up at the Town Hall.”

A Cappella Singing Continues!
A cappella singing will continue on Sundays, resuming
on September 8 from 9:15−10:15am at the Shrewsbury Community Church in the center of Shrewsbury.
We will continue to sing Shape Note songs from the
Northern Harmony songbook (fourth edition) and from
Mansions in the Sky, a new compilation of songs by
former Shrewsbury resident Brendan Taaffe. In addition, I plan to include some madrigals and World music
into our repertoire. Music will be available on-site.
Please feel free to contact me if you would like more
information. You can reach me by phone (492-3792) or
by email: hamgam@vermontel.net. I look forward to
singing together!
Licia Gambino Hamilton
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I’m So Strong
by Penelope Weiss

I’m so strong I can eat a ball of iron
And not throw up.
I’m so strong I can bull my way through
A head full of sawdust
And come out the other side.
I have stories to tell
But nobody to tell them to
Songs to sing
But nobody to sing them to
Except maybe John Henry
But he’s long gone
A spike of iron in the great belly of the earth.
Or Babe the Blue Ox
But she’s long gone
Traveling the Milky Way
Beyond Orion.
Look out your window and you’ll see her
But you won’t see me.

WANTED TO RENT SUMMER COTTAGE +
PASTURE FOR 4 MILKING GOATS
I am an author and nourishment consultant from Boston seeking a unique
situation to rent a cottage for myself
& my four milking goats for several
months in summer/fall 2013.
We need a 1-2 bedroom cottage or house
with a small barn/shed that has small
fenced organic pasture and woodland
trails for long walks nearby. The
barn/shed will need one stall and an
area that can function as a milking
parlour.
Ideally we would have internet access,
and a full kitchen for making yogurt
and cheeses.
Please contact:
Halé Sofia Schatz
haleschatz@gmail.com
781-863-8816
http://heartofnourishment.com
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basis, similar to the salads that Rob makes now. Basically, you’ll always be able to find a quick meal in
our fridge or freezer.

NEWS FROM

PIERCE’S STORE

We’ll have full details on the ongoing Friday night
dinners in the October issue.

Monday-Saturday 7am-7pm
Sunday 8am-5pm

A new service we’re developing will start up in
September: If you have been away for a while and
expect to arrive after our regular closing time, you’ll
still be able to get your necessary supplies from
Pierce’s that evening. Just email your shopping list to
us ahead of time, we’ll assemble your order, charge
the purchase to your prebuy account (plus a small
service fee) and package the items up with your
name and leave them in the garage. We’ll have a
cooler if you’ve included things that need to be kept
cool.

We’ve got a lot of new items at Pierce’s and some
are being offered at special introductory prices. Here
are a few of them. Look for the special red tags in
the store identifying these and more items, some
with special pricing.
Lean Ground Beef–1 lb (in the freezer)
McKenzie Sweet & Hot Sausage links (in the freezer)
M&M Ice Cream
Oscar Meyer Cold Cuts: Ham, Bologna, Turkey,
Salami
Hamburger Helper Lasagna and Beef Pasta quick
meals
Applegate organic chicken & turkey sausages (Spinach & feta flavor) (in the freezer)
Slice & Bake Crackers–in poppy seed and cheddar
flavors (in the freezer)
Jack Daniels Cola (in the beer cooler)
Hob Nob wines
Cook Simple White Bean Chili and Skillet Lasagna
quick meals
Vermont Coffee Tres (the old “Tres Mariposa” blend:
a full-bodied coffee with a rustic, nut-like character and sweet floral aroma)

Specifics of the program are being finalized and I’ll
make them available to anyone who is interested by
the first of September. Just email me at
pierces.store@gmail.com if you want to learn more
and I’ll send you the details. We see this program as
a benefit to residents who have been away on vacation or traveling as well as part-time residents who
come up for long weekends or longer stays.
As fall begins to show its colors, our thoughts
turn to firewood. If you have any to spare, would
you like to donate it to the store? We’d really appreciate it! We can use your less-than-ideal wood if
you’d like to get rid of it. Just give a call to 492-3326
and let me know what you’ve got. Or email to
pierces.store@gmail.com. One problem is that we
don’t have a lot of storage area so we can’t take a
huge amount at once. Perhaps we can have an “on
call” list of donations!
Sally Deinzer, Manager

If you try one of these or any of our other new (or
old) items, I’d really love it if you’d give me feedback
on how you like them. If there are specific items
you’d like to see at Pierce’s please let me know! If
you like them, others will probably like them too. I’m
trying to broaden the selection of meal choices that
we carry. I don’t want you to leave empty handed
when you come in after a long day at work looking
for an easy dinner solution!
Friday night dinners will return in September we
hope! We don’t yet have a firm date, but we expect
that it will be toward the end of the month. Watch our
Facebook page to find out when and what it will be. I
can promise that it will be a special treat.
Over the summer, we’ve all enjoyed various meals
that Rob has produced on a regular basis: Chili
Mondays, Taco Tuesdays, Pizza Wednesdays and
Pulled Pork Thursdays. On Fridays he has stuffed us
with incredibly rich Mac ’n’ Cheese or Lasagna. Yum!
These offerings will continue when we reinstitute Friday Night Dinners. The lasagna and mac ’n’ cheese
will be available in the fridge or freezer on a periodic

BIG	
  TAG	
  SALE!!	
  
Friday,	
  Saturday	
  and	
  Sunday,	
  September	
  13,	
  14	
  &	
  15	
  at	
  
996	
  Lincoln	
  Hill	
  Road.	
  	
  	
  9am-‐5pm.	
  	
  	
  All	
  kinds	
  of	
  stuff	
  –	
  
household,	
  	
  old	
  bottles,	
  clothes,	
  etc.	
  etc.	
  etc.	
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Square Dancing Demonstration & Classes
Fall means many things to people,
but when the air begins to cool it
becomes the season of Technicolor leaves, country fairs, and agesold traditions like the barn dance
and its modern counterpart, western style square dancing. The
Cast Off 8’s from Rutland are
planning a demonstration at the Vermont State
Fair on September 4, from 7:00 to 9:00pm, to
show people what fun this activity can still be.

A student at the Reinbow Riding Center gave a riding
demonstration at their recent event. He is just entering
the Holly Keane Memorial sensory trail.
Mary Jane Osborne, Program Director
Fall Grief Support Group
Rutland Area VNA and Hospice will be conducting a six
session support group and educational program for those
who have lost a loved one. Participants will have the opportunity to share their experiences of loss, as well as
gain an understanding of the process of grief and its impact on life emotionally, socially, physically, and spiritually. The group will meet from noon to 1:30 p.m. on September 12 and 19, October 10 and 24, and November 7
and 21 at RAVNAH,. 7 Albert Cree Drive, Rutland. To
register. please call Ann LaRocque, at 802-770-1516.

Can’t make the fair? The CO8’s begin classes in
September at Lothrop School, Route 7, in Pittsford. Join us for 2 free nights, Wednesdays,
Sept. 11 and 18, at 7:00pm. For more information, contact local dancers, Rhonda Rivers and
Don Richardson (259-3662) or Joan Judge (4923418).

2014 Memories Calendar
With 15 Vintage Photos

sold at

* Pierce’s Store
* Town Clerk’s Office
* S.H.S. Museum
(Open 1 to 3 pm Sundays until end of Oct.)
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$15 per Calendar
If you wish to have Calendar mailed,
please add $2. for mailing.
Send $17 check with your name and address to:

Shrewsbury Historical Society
5419 Route 103, Cuttingsville, Vt 05738
(The S.H.S. is an all-volunteer, non-profit org.)

Each week we post a question of the week--this
16
week's question is--should we carry any out of
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Celebrating Our 13th Year
of Service to the Community
#HIROPRACTIC #ARE s 4HERAPEUTIC -ASSAGE s (OLISTIC (EALTH %DUCATION
3TRESS 2EDUCTION 0RODUCTS s .UTRITIONAL 3UPPLEMENTS s #OACHING

68 South Main Street

Wallingford, Vermont 05773

802.446.2499

JOHN C. STEWART & SON, INC.
Celebrating 98 years as your Family Owned Ford Store. Come join the family!
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Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department
and Auxiliary invite you to

60th Annual Ham Supper!
Celebrate(foliage(season(with(friends(and(neighbors((
at(Shrewsbury(Town(Meeting(Hall((
Saturday,)October)5,)2013.)))
)
Continuous(seating(4:30(until(we(run(out(of(ham.(
(

Donuts(dinner(rolls,(plus(potato(salad,(baked(beans,(pickles,(coleC
slaw,(and(desserts( all(made(by(our(neighbors!(
(

Adults((12+)($10((((((Kids((5 11)($5(((((((under(5(eat(free(
Bring)the)whole)family!(
(

Auxiliary(members(will(call(for(donations(of(side(dishes(and(desserts.(((
(
please(contact(Catherine(at(492C6137.(
(

)
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THANK YOU!
Joan Aleshire
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Nate & Angela Bailey
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Mike & Gloria Benson
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Ludy Biddle
Sheree Bloch
Marc & Peggy Blumenthal
Sarah Bolster & Steve Spatz
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Grace Brigham
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Herb & Karen Carrara
Jamie & Catherine Carrara
Wayne & Charlene Cefaratti
Bud & Edie Clark
Ed & Irene Cook
Orie & Elaine Corino
Scott & Bev Darling
Sally Deinzer
Dennis Devereux
Stan & Louise Duda
Lee & Jane Emerson
Wayne & Lizzie Emmons
Liz Flint
Eldred & Lily French
David & Jo Fretz
Scott Garren & Heather Shay
The Gile Family
Mark and Carol Goodwin
Bob & Irene Gordon
Peter & Pam Grace
Tracy & Nancy Grieder
Barry & Barb Griffith

George & Bobbie Gulick
David & Linda Hans
John & Betty Heitzke
Ed & Daphne Hemmer
George & Betsy Hinckley
Barbara Hoffman
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys
Jason & Sarah Ingle
Ted & Martha Izzi
Dick & Holly Keane
David & Ellen Kennedy
Sandy & Al King
Stirling & Edna Klein
Sandra Korinchak
Judith & Robert Landon
Rita Lane
Charlene & Lars Lundeen
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Hull & Taffy Maynard
The Monder Family
Walter & Mary Nelson
Connie & Jeff Noiva
Trish Norton & Art Krueger
Kerry & Jan O’Hara
Donald & Patricia Oresman
Peter Osterhoudt
Rene Pollock
Maurice & Marguerite Ponton
Roxanne Ramah
Edward & Adrienne Raymond
Reinbow Riding Center
David & Dino Rice
The Ridlon Family
Dick & Lillian Rohe
Tom & Donna Ryan
Brian & Patricia Sedaille
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Shrewsbury:
Conservation Commission
Cooperative at Pierce’s Store
Historical Society
Library
Outing Club
Sno-Birds
Volunteer Fire Department
Podge & Martha Sirjane
Bill & Donna Smith
Spring Lake Ranch, Inc.
B .J. & Joan Stewart
Paul & Karen Stewart
Wendy Stewart
Morris & Martha Tucker
Al & Elie Tufano
Liesbeth van der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
Judy Webster
Geoff Wells
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Jim & Nancy West
Louis & Theresa Williams
Lee & Joyce Wilson
Con & Ruth Winkler
Mark & Connie Youngstrom

