THE IMPRINT OF THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORP
Every May we look forward to the opening of the CCC
Road from North Shrewsbury to Route 100 in Plymouth. This scenic drive saves us a lot of time getting
from here to places like Woodstock and Dartmouth. It
also provides access to one of our favorite places -Shrewsbury Peak.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was sworn into
office in March 1933, in the midst of the Great Depression. FDR quickly signed legislation creating the Civilian Conservation Corps. The CCC hired unemployed
men to perform conservation work around the country,
under the local authority of the state forester. Our CCC

Road was built to provide access to the Northam Picnic
Area, built by the local CCC crew, which opened in
1935. The site included a picnic pavilion (since razed)
and campsites with stone fireplaces (many still there
today).
Visionary State Forester Perry Merrill included the
clearing of ski trails in CCC work orders here in Vermont. The local CCC crew accordingly cut ski trails on
Shrewsbury Peak. We are grateful to local ski historian
Karen Lorentz for an old map of the ski area. According
to Karen's research, the Rutland Ski Club provided a
Packard motor to power a rope tow which was completed in January 1936 -- one of the
first in the United States. The ski area
operated for (parts of) five seasons,
then like others shut down during
World War II. Thereafter, the Rutland
Ski Club shifted its attention to Pico -then as now it was too hard to keep
the CCC Road open during the winter!
The CCC-built Stone House at the
base of the ski area survives and today serves as a stop on the VAST
snowmobile trail.
We try to make it up Shrewsbury Peak
every year. It's been a Mother's Day
tradition for us in recent years -- another important May date. The views
are well worth the climb any clear day.
There are two blazed and well-worn
trails to the peak. One starts by the
chimney and foundation of the old
CCC pavilion. The other (further east
on the CCC Road) is the Black
Swamp Trail. Both trailheads have
parking areas and signs. If you are
looking for a map, a Vermont Agency
of Natural Resources Coolidge Range
trail guide is available at the Town Office or Pierce's Store. Perhaps we'll
see you at the top!
Article by Barry Griffith
Map courtesy of Karen Lorentz

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Household Hazardous Waste Event
The 2017 Household Hazardous Waste Event in
Shrewsbury will be September 9, 2017, at the Transfer
Station from 12:30pm to 3pm. More information regarding items to dispose of on that day will be published in
the August issue of the Times. In the meantime, see
www.rutlandcountyswac.org for more details.

One-Room Schoolhouse Reunion Being Planned
A reunion of all those who attended the one room
schoolhouse in Cuttingsville is in the early planning
stages. The reunion will be held sometime this summer, and the location, date, and time will be in a future
edition of the Times. The reunion is being planned in
conjunction with the Shrewsbury Historical Society.
Submitted by Betsy Patten Gardner
(betsygard@gmail.com), and
John C. Stewart (jstew54561@aol.com)

Town Office News
There is still time to file the Homestead Declaration and
Property Tax Adjustment (Income sensitivity). State
website is www.tax.vermont.gov and the Property Tax
Adjustment form if you qualify. Vermont State phone at
802-828-2865 or 866-828-2865 (toll free in VT) for information or help.
It’s Mailbox Improvement Time!
Submitted by Linda McGuire, Treasurer
Dear Postal Patron, Spring is here
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
and with it, you may need to fix-up
your mailbox from winter's hazards.
Your mail carrier appreciates your
Green Up Day
mailbox to be 48" to 50" high from
Saturday
the ground to the bottom of the
May 6
mailbox. Please trim tree limbs and
all weeds away from the box. Be
sure to have a working flag and a
8-10am: Refreshdoor that shuts properly. If you are
ments at the Meeting
replacing your mailbox, consider
House
buying a larger size, so that it fits small packages along
with your mail. Please take care of insects that invade
10-Noon: Clean up
in and around your mailbox to prevent injury to your
our roadways
mail carrier. Thank you.
(more information on
USPS Mail Carriers
page 6)
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Apr 28
Apr 29
Apr 29
May 6
May 6
May 9
May 9
May 12
May 13
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 26
May 27&28
May 28
June 2

9-11:30am
8:45-11am
8-12noon
7-9pm
12noon
7pm
7:30pm
9-12noon
12noon
7pm
6:30pm
7:30pm
10-11:30am

4pm
5-7pm
10am-5pm
4pm
7:30pm

*Pre-school registration at the Shrewsbury Mountain School
*Vernal Pools—A Conservation Commmission “Walk and Talk”
*Drawing in Nature Workshop by Artist Susuan Sawyer at the Russellville Schoolhouse
*GREEN UP DAY
*Documentary film on addiction and recovery at the Meeting House, 88 Lottery Road
*Shrewsbury Lunch Group at the Rutland C.C.; Call Doris Perry (492-3440) for reserevation..
*Library’s Annual Meeting at the Library
*Eszti Toth, Hungarian exchange student studying at Mill River to talk at the Library
*Mother’s Day Wildflowers & Birds Conservation Commission “Walk & Talk”
*Brown bag lunch & discussion of a Weston Theatre play at home of Phyllis & Michael Wells
*Shrewsbury Historical Society meeting at museum
* PUBLIC HEARING regarding Shrewsbury Unified Zoning-Subdivision Regulations at the
Town Office, 9823 Cold River Rd
*Vermont to the Caribbean migration of birds by the Director of the VT Center for Ecostudies
*Lego Club meets at the Library
*Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library
*Wine Tasting at Pierce’s Store
Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend
*Science Book Club meeets at the Library
*Advanced Directives program presented by RAVNAH at the Library

*see elsewhere in newsletter for details
Deadline for submission to
Times of Shrewsbury is by
5:00pm on the 20th

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY
Is online at the town website at

www.shrewsburyvt.org
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NOTICE
THE SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES:
SHREWSBURY UNIFIED ZONING-SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS
MAY 17, 2017
Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. Chapter 117 §§ 4441 & 4444
The attached document has been amended for the purpose of conforming with the goals and policies of the
Town Plan and to be compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the Town Plan.
The amendments to the Shrewsbury Zoning Regulations unify the Shrewsbury zoning and subdivision regulations and clarify the means and methods for Town officials to apply the zoning and subdivision regulations
throughout the Town of Shrewsbury.
The following is a summary of some of the changes made in the amendments to the Zoning and Subdivision
Regulations:
1. Unified the subdivision regulations with the zoning regulations into a single document.
a. Consolidated several sections so that performance standards synchronize to both zoning and subdivision planning.
2. Added language such as “building permits” to correlate with the actual permit application documents
that the Town uses. P. 17
3. Clarified Waivers &Variances language with Definitions added. Variance p. 87, Waiver p. 28
4. Added language to the enforcement section to allow the Zoning Administrator to apply fines and utilize
the VT State Judicial Bureau when necessary to address zoning violations. P. 89
5. In the Subdivision processes for Minor and Major, we created a flow chart to describe the process “at a
glance”. P. 37
6. Added language to Article 3 to clarify that a building permit is required for wind turbines, solar installations, placement of mobile home, storage/shipping containers. P. 17
7. Clarified Notice of Intent to build Agricultural Building and moved it to its own section. P. 19
8. Expanded Performance standards for wind turbines and solar panel installations. P.32-33
9. Added language to allow existing small residences to add an accessory dwelling. P. 49
10. Added “shipping container” to definitions of “Structure.” P.108
11. Clarified language in the Deeryards and Wildlife overlays to distinguish where development is regulated. Deeryards p. 12, Wildlife p. 14-15.
12. Added language to allow a boundary lot line adjustment to be granted by the Zoning Administrator, per
specific conditions. P. 38
13. Clarified / edited requirements regarding demolished structures. P. 50-51
14. Rewrote the subdivision permit application procedures. Pp. 39-46
SHREWSBURY UNIFIED ZONING & SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS
TABLE OF CONTENTS
ARTICLE I GENERAL PROVISIONS
ARTICLE II ESTABLISHMENTS OF ZONING DISTRICTS AND ZONING MAP
ARTICLE III PERMITS AND APPROVALS
ARTICLE IV Subdivision Permit Application Procedures and Review
ARTICLE V
GENERAL REGULATIONS
ARTICLE VI TABLE OF USES
ARTICLE VII DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS
ARTICLE VIII OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT
ARTICLE IX ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
ARTICLE X DEFINITIONS
APPENDIX A - Physical Descriptions of the Zoning Districts
Attachment A: Flood Hazard Zoning Regulations
Attachment B: Ordinance for Towers & Telecommunication Facilities

A Public Hearing will be held on May 17th, 2017 at the Shrewsbury Town Office 9823 Cold River Rd at
6:30 PM. The Full Text of the Draft Unified Zoning and Sub-Division Regulations may be found on the Shrewsbury
Town Website – www. Shrewsburyvt.org under Town Departments / Planning Commission / Draft Unified Regulation or
is available at the Town Office during regular business hours.

Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017

4

Vermont legislature established the Fire Warden system more than a century ago to help prevent wildland
fires. Fire Wardens have experience monitoring conditions and making these decisions. Our Fire Warden
advises that on April 14 he received a request for a
burning permit from another landowner, and denied the
request because of the conditions that day. The subsequent fire call related to a different burn, undertaken
without a permit request. This law exists for a good
reason. Please follow it, and STAY FIRE SAFE.
Submitted for SVFD by Barry Griffith
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

On April 5, Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department
members were called to assist the Mount Holly Fire
Department with a serious motor vehicle accident on
Route 103. A FedEx truck had stopped on the side of
the highway to make a delivery. An automobile inexplicably ran into the back of the parked truck at full
speed. The car's operator survived, but was seriously
injured. The Dartmouth-Hitchcock Advanced Rescue
Team (DHART) helicopter was unable to assist due to
the weather conditions there. A Life Flight helicopter
was able to respond from New York State. It landed on
Route 103, which was closed off for several hours by
responders. The patient was flown to Albany Medical
Center. This is another type of emergency situation
that SVFD trains for, in order to save lives. The incident makes clear the importance of paying attention
when you are driving. Be careful!

Dear friends and neighbors,
Thank you all again for your contributions of bottles,
suitcases, and eye glasses. They all went to Honduras
in March on a medical mission with an organization
called Global Brigades. We saw 876 patients in three
days providing basic medical care, dental care, gynecological care, eye exams with the distribution of
glasses, child dental education, as well as adult health
education. We distributed over two tons of medication
and supplies to the community. All members of the
community had their records placed in a central data
bank for a permanent, accessible record. The beauty
of the Global Brigades model is that health care is continuous and another Brigade will visit the same community within 60 - 90 days, thus providing some continuity of care.

On April 14, SVFD was called to suppress an out-ofcontrol grass fire on the Upper Cold River Road. The
fire consumed about an acre, but members were able
to extinguish the flames before they could reach nearby buildings. In case you did not know: a permit is required by Vermont law [10 V.S.A. 2645(a)] for outdoor
burning such as this. Every town has a Fire Warden
(and sometimes a Deputy) with the authority to grant -or deny -- a request for a burning permit. SVFD Deputy
Chief Kevin Brown is Shrewsbury's Fire Warden. Call
Kevin first if you want to burn; here are his numbers:
(w) 775-6194; (h) 775-6194; (c) 345-8668. You may
also request a permit from Deputy Warden Al Ridlon,
Jr. (c) 282-3642.

Honduras is one of the poorest Central American
countries with a rough infrastructure. Getting access to
medical care can take days just to get there and exhaust any family savings quickly. Often, preventable
and treatable conditions get worse simply because of
the lack of access. Lack of clean water and associated
diarrhea is a major contributor to child mortality as well
as lost work days for adults. Global Brigades is trying
Historically, most woodland fires occur in Vermont in to assist communities to help themselves by partnering
the months of April and May -- at this time of year. The with outside resources to provide public health improvements like the medical missions,
as well as water system implementation and sanitation, micro finance, and
engineering projects such as schools
and community centers.
Our group spent three additional days
helping construct "sanitation stations"
for families within the community. We
completed six stations that include a
toilet, a shower and a clothes washing
station with a cistern for water storage. It is amazing what the communities do with the limited resources
available to them. It was a good trip
and I hope to go back someday.
Submitted by John “Woody” Wood
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Manolo Zelkin In Dance Program
You may have known there is going to
be a dance program coming up soon
from all the posters around the area. But
you may not have known that Shrewsbury’s Manolo Zelkin (pictured on the
poster) will be dancing the role of Peter
Pan in the upcoming dance program
“Neverland.”
The Vermont Center for Dance Education will present “Neverland” at the Paramount Theatre on Sunday, June 11 at
1:00 and 6:00pm. Tickets for this year's
show will go on sale at the Paramount
Theatre on May 11. Box office hours are
Thursday and Friday, 11:00 am to 6pm
and Saturday 10am to 2pm. Please call
775-0903 to reserve your tickets. Tickets
are $15.00 for children under 12 and
senior citizens, and $20.00-$25.00 for
adults. All seats are reserved.

A “Walk & Talk” with Sue Staats from VT
Fish & Wildlife on Saturday, April 29.
Meet at the bottom of Spring Lake Road
at 8:45am. Please leave pets at home.
For more info call Peter at 492-3529.
Come and meet a spotted salamander!
Saturday, April 29, from 8:45am tp
11:00am.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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Friday, June 2 @ 7:30 pm: ADVANCED DIRECTIVES
presented by Rutland Area Visiting Nurses and Hospice (RAVNA). Please bring your questions and concerns about this important program.
Continuing Programs:
Sunday, May 21 @ 4 pm:
FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK CLUB:
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodhouse: the VT READS
BOOK for 2017: A young reader
favorite with lessons for all ages.
We have many copies at the library: all donated by the Vermont
Humanities Council.

MANY THANKS to MALCOLM BELL, author of The
Attica Turkey Shoot, for his thought-provoking talk on
his important book, its recent re-printing, and on standing up for one’s principles in difficult times. Although it
was a sleety evening, and the crowd was small, the
discussion was particularly stimulating and inspiring.
We hope that Mr. Bell will return when his next book,
on human rights activists in Guatemala, is published.
Sunday, May 28 @ 4 pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: Gorillas in the Mist by Dian Fossey: The classic account
THANKS to SCOTT COURCELLE and MARC of a threatened species. Books will be available in the
CIMONETTI for taking part in this year’s library; please call Joan if you need more copies: 492GARDENERS’ ROUND TABLE, sponsored by SAGE 3550. We also have the DVD with Sigourney Weaver.
and the Library at the Russellville Schoolhouse on
April 9th: such a beautiful day to be indoors that hardly New Books include:
anyone came. Next year, we may schedule this pro- * No One Cares About Crazy People by Ron Powers:
gram earlier in the year, when home gardeners are orThe veteran journalist, and Castleton resident, writes
dering seeds, and/or we may feature a particular topic
about his two mentally ill sons: a powerful, moving
(such as perennials or herbs or tomatoes). Home garaccount that illuminates this often hidden subject.
deners, please let us know what you would like to learn * Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved By Beauty by
or what stories you would like to share.
Kate Hennessy: A frank and fascinating biography of
the author’s grandmother, the noted activist and
founder of The Catholic Worker.
* Saratoga Payback by Stephen Dobyns: The new
PENELOPE WEISS and her
Charlie Bradshaw mystery/thriller set in Saratoga.
“Spirit Dolls” presentation took
* A Really Big Lunch by Jim Harrison: A life of enjoying
place on Friday, April 21, as The
food and wine, by the popular poet and novelist.
Times
went to press. Many
* The Stranger in the Woods: The Extraordinary Story
thanks to Penelope for sharing
of the Last True Hermit by Michael Finkel: A fascinather art with the community!
ing, troubling work of reporting.
* The Lost Art of Gratitude: An Isabel Dalhousie Novel
by Alexander McCall Smith: The latest in this beloved
series set in Edinburgh.
Coming Events:
Tuesday, May 9 @ 7 pm: LIBRARY ANNUAL
MEETING for the election of officers and trustees New DVDs include:
* Fences, starring Denzel Washington and Viola Davis:
whose terms expire. All are welcome to attend.
the family drama based on the August Wilson play
set in 1950‘s Pittsburgh.
Friday, May 12 @ 7:30 pm: ESZTI TOTH, Rotary*
Twentieth Century Women starring Annette Benning:
sponsored exchange student from Hungary studying at
A dramatic comedy set in 1979 Los Angeles.
Mill River, will talk about her home and her experience
*
Hidden Figures, starring Taraji Henson and Janelle
of the United States. Thanks to Barry Griffith for sugMonae, based on the inspiring book about the ungesting this program and making it possible!
sung African-American women whose mathematical
genius contributed to the space race.
Friday, May 19 @ 7:30 pm: CHRIS RIMMER of the
*
Breaking Bad & House of Cards: We now have the
Vermont Center for Ecostudies will talk about BIRD
final seasons of these two-popular series.
MIGRATION to and from New England: a must for all
bird-lovers and watchers. Thanks to Mark and Connie
Youngstrom for organizing this program!
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SAGE:
Shrewsbury Institute for Agricultural Education
Sagevt.wordpress.com
Tulips, and crocus emerging, wood frogs clacking for
life, Tom turkey with his tail fanned – strutting for
some skeptical ladies. Spring is fully here and it is
good. We hope you are enjoying some fresh parsnips,
that your wood has held out, and that your hands are
dirty from early planting. Please share with us your
tales of springs past and present – what you dream for
the unfolding future. SAGE is committed to the
preservation of community, land, and fruitful work. We
strive to be an equalizing force – creating access to
education, food, and resources. Please let us know
how we can better serve you.
Body Maintenance classes are ongoing and open to
all at the old schoolhouse in Russellville. May 31 will
be the last Wednesday evening class, (5:30-6:45).
Starting Tuesday, June 6, we will be offering early
morning yoga from 6:15-7:30. Start your day off right
– you need not be 100% awake to participate. Sunday
morning classes will carry on as is, 10:40-11:55.
$10/class or $65 for a bundle of 8. Feel free to contact either of the instructors with questions. Vickie
Gillhouse 492-3910 or Galen Miller 417-7631.
SAGE is working with the schools of the Mill River
Unified Union School District to implement our farm to
school planning grant. With support from the Vermont
Agency of Agriculture, Vermont FEED, NOFA, Shelburne Farms, and Food Connects, we are deepening
the connection between classroom, cafeteria, and
community with veggie tastings, garden programs, and
composting. Thanks to all the great educators, farmers, and parents for making this program possible.

	
  

We are pleased to welcome artist Susan Sawyer to the
Russellville Schoolhouse on Saturday, April 29th, for a
drawing in nature workshop. Susan’s artwork is both
technical and graceful and her manner comfortable
and warm; this promises to be an amazing session.
Susan’s workshop is most appropriate for adults
and/or, focused, younger artists, ages 10+, accompanied by an adult.

	
  

Lego	
  Club
At	
  the	
  Shrewsbury	
  Library
Saturday,	
  May	
  20	
  @	
  10:00-‐11:30
All	
  school	
  age	
  children	
  are	
  welcome.
Younger	
  children	
  are	
  also	
  welcome	
  	
  
when	
  accompanied	
  by	
  a	
  parent.
Come,	
  discover,	
  explore	
  and	
  create	
  with	
  Legos.

The folks at Alchemy Gardens and Macora farm continue their great works and have a variety of farm
products available and on the way. Contact them directly for more information, with technical questions, or
to request a farm tour.

Questions?	
  Please	
  call:
Doris	
  Perry	
  492-‐3440,Carol	
  Goodwin	
  747-‐0192	
  	
  
or	
  Linda	
  Olney	
  492-‐3513

Our partnership with the VFFC’s Health Care Share
Program is thriving. To learn more about this program,
visit vermontfarmersfoodcenter.org. To make a donation, suggest a workshop, or with further questions
about our work, contact Joan Aleshire at 492-3550 or
email at galen.sage@gmail.com.
Submitted by Galen Miller
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Lego	
  Club	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  meeting	
  for	
  the	
  
summer	
  months,	
  June,	
  July	
  and	
  August.
Lego	
  Club	
  will	
  begin	
  again	
  in	
  September.

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Stay	
  tuned	
  for	
  summer	
  reading	
  activities!
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on leave and married Florence, his high school sweetheart, before departing for war and England. He survived a dozen missions before the “Vermont Lady” was
hit on a bombing run over Europe and plunged into the
Bay of Biscayne. Gilford was never found, though his
Remembering Marjorie Pierce
May 1 was Marjorie’s birthday. She was born in 1903, parachute was seen.
the year before my own mother was born in New York
City. When they met in the eighties they became The Pierces prayed that he was a prisoner. Then in
1946 they placed a memorial stone in the family lot.
friends. May is also the month we celebrate Mother’s
His mother was never again the same happy person.
Day and Memorial Day.
Florence, lovely in every way, never remarried.
To honor Marjorie’s birthday, I would like to print the
transcript of the radio commentary given on Sept. 26, In their last years I often visited the Pierces and was
honored by being given Gilford’s Room. kept exactly
2007 by Howard Coffin. This framed transcript became
as it had been when he went to war. There on the bupart of the Pierce Family Collection exhibited at the
museum a few years back. The transcript reads as fol- reau was a photo of Florence and Gilford, all young
and in love.
lows:
"Host: Commentator Howard Coffin has been watch- The other morning, I thought of Gilford climbing into his
ing Ken Burns’s “The War” this week on PBS, but he cramped cockpit on a foggy English morning, surely
was taken completely by surprise on a recent morning with a thought of home, to roar off over the Channel’s
when one of the most iconic relics of that era appeared white cliffs with a bay full of bombs.
for real in the sky over his house.
The writer Henry James, on first visiting Harvard’s Civil
(Coffin titled this Gilford’s Room)
War memorial, expressed amazement that the Civil
War reached even here. So I have always felt on seeCoffin: The distantly familiar, deep throated, throbbing
roar of a big propeller-driven airplane’s engine awak- ing Gilford Pierce’s stone in the North Shrewsbury
ened me the other morning in my Montpelier home and cemetery, beneath the soaring green of our Coolidge
Range. The air war over Europe reached even here."
I looked out the window to see, what? Yes, just having
watched Ken Burns’s World War II the other night be- *(Addendum: On August 25, 2009, the Shrewsbury
fore, it really was a B-17 Flying Fortress lumbering Cooperative at Pierce’s Store opened the store once
through the sky. It recalled a 1940’s early childhood again in cooperation with the Preservation Trust of
when we Woodstock kids, sometimes saw a real Vermont, to whom Marjorie entrusted the properties.)
bomber.
Submitted by Ruth Winkler
To the Berlin airport I hastened and found three relics
of the air war over Europe with a lot of elderly people
looking them over very closely. I climbed into the B17's cramped interior where once American airmen
manned the controls, the machine guns, the radios, the
bombsights, over fortress Europe. The giants of my
childhood had become antiquated mini-monsters who
looked like sitting ducks for flack and fighters. Then I
thought of North Shrewsbury.

Looking for a rental
for part of the summer.
Cottage, Camp, Apartment, House, whatever.

I have a small (housebroken) cocker spaniel
Contact: Sally Greene
Email: sgmacmillan@gmail.com
Phone: (207) 725-7393

Pierce’s Store was the center of that mountain community where I lived for a decade in the sixties and
seventies. Siblings Gordon, Glendon, Marjorie and
Marion Pierce ran the 1860's establishment their father
had purchased in 1918, a classic Vermont country
store. They operated it with loving care until they all
died, or got too old to tend it. Now it is an empty ghost
filled with memories of about the kindest people I ever
knew.*

Limited Number of
12” x 14.5” metal

Anti-Littering signs
from the
Shrewsbury
Conservation Commission
available for a $30 donation to SCC
Call Grace at 492-3458!

But there was an older brother, Gilford, who I neve
met. He joined the Air Force in 1941 and commanded
a B-17 he named “Vermont Lady”. Gilford came home
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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Community Church Calendar
All Services are at the
Center Church and Meeting House
April 30 @ 1030am: Preschool Program. Worship Service led by Donna Smith.
May 6 @ 7pm: Anonymous People Documentary on
nd
Addiction and Recovery @ Meeting House 2 floor.
May 7 @ 1030am: Preschool Program. Worship Service and Holy Communion led by Rev. Bob Boutwell.
Please bring a non-perishable food item for the Food
Shelf.

THE ANONYMOUS PEOPLE? WHO ARE THEY?
The Community is invited to
see
the
movie
The
Anonymous
People
–
Receovery is Out – To
change the conversatioin
from problems to solutiions.
This is a ground-breaking
documentary on addiction
and recovery. Saturday, May
6 from 7 to 9pm at the
Shrewsbury Meeting House.
The Sunday Morning Pre School is active on Sunday
Mornings. Do You Have a Child Who Would like Social
Time on Sunday Morning? Please consider joining us
at 10:30am-12pm Sundays at the Shrewsbury Center
Community Church Upstairs at the Meeting
House in the Children’s
Room. We will have story time, coloring, activities and snacks. Your 15 year old is very welcome to be part of this
program. We also welcome parent participation. Any questions please call Allison Stone 352-5189
or Anissa Park 259-2564.

May 10 @ 12 noon: Prayer Shawl Meeting at the home
of Carol Goodwin. Please bring a bag lunch, drinks and
dessert provided. Call Carol to let her know if you can
come 747-0192. All Welcome! Come and Enjoy the fellowship and the Mission. Don’t know how to knit or crochet? We will teach you!
May 14 @ 1030am: Preschool Program. Worship Service led by Betsy Miller.
May 21 @ 1030am: Preschool Program. Worship Service led by Rev. Bob Boutwell.
May 28 @ 1030am: Preschool Program. Worship Service led by Rita Lane.

Community Needs
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 7795241 or Donna Smith 492-3367. Community Helping
Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna
Smith 492-3367 Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578,
Roxanne Ramah 492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318.
FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF
At the Library in the front entry way.
All are Welcome to Help Yourself
anytime the Library is open.

As we celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday May 14 and Father’s Day on June 18 we are honoring and remembering Mothers and Fathers by designating these two days as “Community Sharing Days”. We are accepting donations of $5 in memory or in honor of Mothers and Fathers. Donations will go to the Community
Sharing Project. All remembrances will be listed in our Sunday Bulletins on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
and in a future edition of the Shrewsbury Times. The Community Sharing Project helps Shrewsbury Folks
Young and Old in need. The ability to help members of our community is totally dependent on the number of
donations received. Send your check made out to Shrewsbury Community Church to: Shrewsbury Community
Church, c/o Sue Kelley, PO Box 366 Shrewsbury VT 05738.
Name:
Mailing Address:
Donation amount

$5 or

another amount.

In memory or in honor of:
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ing sound with their wings as they came down. And
then they would start the whole process again.
I hear the woodcocks all the time here on our evening
walks. I can think of at least four different locations. I
mentioned my woodcock tales to the boys at Bromley
where I have ski patrolled. They were amazed we had
Warming up to the tune of the Timberdoodle
so many woodcocks in our community. So, we are
I'm sitting here in the kitchen, listening to the wood lucky. Down in southern Vermont they don't hear them
stove crackle as I get the chill out of the house to start as much.
the day. The store and the house lost both of the furnaces a few weeks back due to a “brown-out” which My wish for you on a beautiful spring evening is take a
happened to fall on my birthday. They were “sizzled” walk and listen for the woodcocks.
from the event. It was a strange occurrence as it wasn't
Submitted by Stacy McKiernan
overly windy, however, a small gust of wind only disconnected one of the power lines to the store, not the
other, which is right above it. It was eerie as it was in
the evening and all the lights dimmed and then went
out then dimmed again, etc. While this was happening,
we heard popping. Popping was my TV dying and another pop came from the bathroom. We ate dinner by
Glósóli
candlelight and got Green Mountain Power over here.
"There
is a Room.
They said the whole event was “an act of God” but I
It
floats
above
the Stars.
think it was Marjorie wishing me “Happy Birthday”. My
This is my Home.
other thought is that she overheard our conversation
It's
filled
with Twisted Light.
about arm wrestling and how our guest once let MarjoOur
prayers
will speak soon.
rie win on her birthday years earlier. Needless to say,
But
not
without
words."
the furnace is still out as it will take weeks to fix so I sit
by
Sarah
Brightman*
here by the wood stove in the kitchen. And by the way,
~~~~~~~~~~~~
one of the coolers at the store also was more than
This is Glósóli
browned out that night. Anyone have a fridge the store
It's Light is in Me!
can borrow for a bit?
Glow - Soul - I; My Extrapolation
In the three and a half years since we have lived here,
A Place purposefully filled with Twisted and Conone of the most common comments I have heard
fused Light. So like the Great Native American
about Marjorie is how she would sit at the kitchen table
Indian Princess Pocahontas, I go to the "Grandtyping away. People often drove by the house and
mother Tree" to listen to the wind for Peace and
could see the kitchen light on with the tiny silhouette of
Answers. I shall Take and Give there. While keepMarjorie typing with one finger or two late at night. She
ing my senses Highly Attuned.
loved to correspond with old friends and record her
family ancestry. I like to think I am carrying on the traThe Twisted Light is purposely Confused and Andition or keeping the spirit of this loved individual who
gry because we are not yet worthy of its Secrets
was so well known in our community alive.
and Power. Within, is the power to Hurt and Destroy or to Caress and Love us.
Now, I'd like to mention something about Shrewsbury
that always gets me excited at this time of the year. It's
I had a friend. She spoke with a soft Voice. She
woodcock (aka the timberdoodle) season!!! When I
had a Thoughtful, Determined and Easy Way to
was a little girl, my mother would bundle me up, get a
Untangle and Calm the Wild and Twisted Light.
flashlight and ramp me up for going to watch the
Let us all Replicate her Legacy!!
woodcocks during mating time. At dusk, we would walk
Submitted by Jerry Gardner
through the field and go behind Aunt Susie's house
*Editor’s Note: Lyrics by Sarah Brightman who is
and sit quietly in the shadows of the trees next to the
an English classical soprano and songwriter.
brook waiting for the woodcock to start “beeping”. The
fun part was trying to figure out where the “beep” was
coming from. At first, the “beeps” would come slowly,
then faster and faster and then suddenly the woodcock
would spiral up in the air 100-300 feet making a whirlTimes of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD
Hard to believe the school year is almost over once
again. All five schools in our district have been busy
places heading into the last weeks of the year. Final
field trips, 6th grade overnights, and graduation fun are
all in the final phases of preparation. The Spring concerts and games are scheduled. All schools are done
with a half-day on June 19th this year with MRU graduation happening on the evening of June 14. Until then
the schools are going full tilt.

been unwilling to meet. I’m sure we will eventually
come to an agreement, but with the current level of
progress, it may not be before the start of the next
school year which had been an important goal of the
board.

Other work has focused on year-end and summer projects. The District will be moving the Financial Office to
the Mill River building so that our entire District Administrative Office will be in one place again! Summer day
camp opportunities will be happening again with proThe Board and committees have also been busy. A gramming at both Wallingford and Clarendon Elemensmall group has been meeting with a group from Mt tary schools that will be open to all kids in the district.
Holly and Ludlow to work on their proposal to the State
These are busy times and all the details of scheduled
Board of Education (SBE) on whether to disband and
events and meetings can be found on the MRUUSD
close Black River HS and to then join our school diswebsite (millriverschools.org)- individual schools have
trict. This would mean their 7-12 students would come
their own pages and for those without internet, a call to
to Mill River while their elementary schools would tranany of the schools can get you any info you need.
sition their curriculum, contracts, and scheduling to
match our district. The State Board approved their plan Until next month,
on 4/18/17 and the next step will be Mt Holly and LudAdrienne Raymond and Andy Richards-Peele
low voters weighing in. If both Towns approve the proposal on May 30, then our district will focus further on
the details of how this would work for us and whether
to bring it to our district voters sometime in the coming
months. If everyone approves, the districts would combine on July 1, 2018. There will be lots of communication to you on this in the future. The other big effort has
been in our Negotiating Committee. They have been
meeting with both the Teachers’ and Support Staff Associations since the end of November on a somewhat
intermittent basis.
Our work with the Support Staff has been moving
along slowly, but there is promise of an agreement in
the next couple of months, if all goes as it has been.
The Teacher Negotiations has not been as smooth a
process with difficulties in scheduling meetings in a
timely way and in terms of general progress. This has
resulted in the Board Negotiators declaring an Impasse
due to lack of progress on salaries,
insurance and a
number of other
important
items.
The Board has offered to continue to
meet
with
the
Teachers’ Association to continue discussing language
proposals prior to a
scheduled mediation in June so that
progress can continue, but so far the
Association
has
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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Bone Builders Celebrates 10 year Anniversary You Don’t Need to Know Horses to Volunteer
The
Shrewsbury
Bone
Builders celebrate their 10year Anniversary in May!
The original members were
Jan O’Hara, Liesbeth van
der Heijden, Barbara Hoffman, Roxanne Ramah, Bud
& Edie Clark, and Al & Ellie
Tufano. Nowadays under
the continued leadership of
Jan O’Hara the group consistently has participants
numbering in the teens and even more when the snow
birds return.
Jan leads the group thru a series of 18 exercises using
upper and lower body weights provided by the Retired
and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP). Allowing for
“excused absences” I figure Jan has counted to 12
over 16,500 times over the last 10 years!
RSVP provides not only the weights free to participants
but they provide training for the leaders. Bone Builders
was developed in Vermont in July 2000 with an initial
emphasis on physical activity, and socialization has
become an added bonus Shrewsbury Bone Builders is
a friendly group and new members are always welcome on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-10am at the
Meeting House. --Chryl Martin

SHREWSBURY – The days are longer, the sun warmer and it’s time for warm weather activities to begin.
The horses and ponies
are shedding their winter coats and Reinbow
Riding Center is getting
ready for another fun
season. Besides a lot of
brushing to shed the
ponies of their winter
coats, we’re readying the riding ring, cleaning tack and
clearing the trails that wind through forest and field.
Reinbow Riding Center (RRC) is a therapeutic horsemanship center in Shrewsbury, Vermont. Our program
is designed to improve the wellbeing of individuals with
unique physical, emotional and cognitive challenges
through a therapeutic equine experience. In order to do
that we need volunteers to help us in many different
capacities.
We begin our program each spring as soon as the
weather and ground conditions allow. And to do so we
need your help. Volunteers are a big part of our program allowing us to give more individuals an opportunity to participate in this beneficial program.
There’s grooming, tacking up, leading the horses or
being a side walker to lend a little support to a rider.
Non-equine activities might include trail clearing, putting up or fixing fences, office work, photography/video
taping or brainstorming to develop new games and
challenges. Whatever your expertise or inclination if
you think you might like to join us to help these riders
accomplish their goals we’d be glad to have you.
If you are looking for a new experience why not give it
a try. Everyone is welcome to attend the Volunteer
Clinic we will be holding at our riding facility, 430 Robinson Road in Shrewsbury, on Saturday, May 6 at 10
a.m. You don’t need to know anything about horses.
We’ll introduce you. As long as you can walk alongside
a rider in case they need a steadying hand and are
willing to learn, you’ll fit right in.
Come see what we’re all about, what you might do as
a volunteer and sign up if you’d like to have a good
time in the company of Monty, Ryan, Bella, Fonda, the
Ultimate, the rest of our equine friends, a dedicated
staff of instructors and children and adults that know
just how cool this program really is.
Come learn about horses and ponies. It’s a lot of fun!
For questions or directions to the Center call Mary
Jane Osborne, 259-2282 or Janet Upton 228-5428

Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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Don’t Plant THAT Tree
To help bring Spring closer to my life, my wife and I
visited several flower shows in March. All were appropriately full of flowers, spring smells, short lectures,
and displays inviting us, of course, to view Spring as
right around the corner. Shows also remind us that our
view of plants change over time or at least our use of
them within the landscape.
Invasive species seemed to be a theme this year.
Maine describes these invasives as plants that just
don’t fit into the ecological areas we call communities.
They crowd out native plants, seemingly expand their
range at will, and can wreak ecological havoc on a
community of native plants. While most plants listed
are herbaceous, grasses, shrubs, or woody vines,
some are trees. For decades Norway Maple, particularly crimson king Norway maple, has been a staple
for street and yard plantings. It’s major attractions as a
tree have always been its tolerance for a wide range of
growing conditions, it’s relative shape as a lolly-pop
tree, it’s high resistance to most common insects and
diseases, and low maintenance.
It has been a near perfect urban tree and can be found
planted in many Vermont communities as a street or
yard tree. However, it does seem to have an annoying
habit in some areas to “take over” the site and establish itself as the “alpha tree” if you will. Odion State
Park near Portsmouth, N.H is a good example of this
aggressiveness with the other end of the scale being
the only lonely Norway Maple growing on the edge of
the Cold River Road. So if you look up the list of Invasive Plants in any New England State plus New York
you will find that this tree plus Black Locust, and white
poplar (also in Vermont) can no longer be sold, imported, exported, bought or intentionally propagated for
sale. They are now listed as invasive plants.
But don’t pine over the loss of Norway Maple because
there are at least two alternatives to give you it’s distinct color - Freeman Maple (red maple family) and
copper beech. Whatever you plant during this Arbor
Day season around May 5th plant correctly. Starting
with a healthy tree and using proper planting techniques gets you and the tree off to a good start.
Submitted by Gary Salmon, Tree Warden
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rain to Life
by Noelle Craver
Rain drops cleanse, replenish and flow;
down from the sky to a myriad of destinations.
Clouds blanket the region in all of their dove grey glory.
The earth thanks this process with the rebirth of activity;
as water is the source of life.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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Shrewsbury Second Tuesday Lunch Group
The Shrewsbury Second Tuesday Lunch Group will
meet on Tuesday, May 9 at 12 noon at the Rutland
Country Club. Please join our neighbors and friends for
a delicious lunch and good conversation. The lunch
group welcomes all. Call Doris Perry (492-3440) for
reservations, questions or a ride.
When in doubt - dig in the dirt, plant seeds, breathe
deep, tell your story, walk with a friend, lift your heart,
rest, and then, get back to work. Move with love. Very
best to you and yours - SAGE

Contradance in Tinmouth
The Shrewdberry’s Band will play at a contradance at
Tinmouth School on Friday, May 19, at 7:30pm.

Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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A wine expo sponsored by one of the distributors used
by the Shrewsbury Coop at Pierce’s store was held at
the University of Vermont in Burlington, with nearly 300
wines available for tasting. (No we did not try them
all!) We found some terrific deals on wines, which we
will be featuring in upcoming tastings scheduled for
May, June, July and September. –Sandy Bragg and
Francis “Jolly” Wyatt
Wine Tasting at Pierce’s
Join us Friday, May 26, from 5pm to 7pm at
Pierce’s Store for a wine tasting featuring four
terrific reds all available for under $10 a bottle,
thanks to recent wine shows offering big discounts. We’ll be featuring a delicious black Pi
not from Mark West, a spicy Cab from Crusher, a full Spanish red from 90+ Cellars, and a big
Sonoma County red. Make sure you come early so
you get the wines you want!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
33 Annual Tinmouth Plant Sale
The sale will take place next to the Tinmouth Fire Department on Mountain
View Rd in the center of Tinmouth on
Saturday, May 13 from 8:00 –
10:00am. Viewing will be from 7:307:55am. No sales before 8:00am. Come early for the
best selection. There is a big rush when we say "go"
right at 8. Please plan on coming to buy locally grown
and dug perennials and shrubs from Tinmouth gardens. Local master gardeners will be on hand to answer your gardening questions.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Discussion: A Long Day’s Journey into Night.
Please join us at noon on Monday, May 15, for a
brown bag lunch to hear Director Steve Stettler discuss
Weston Theatre's upcoming play, A Long Day’s Journey Into Night, by Eugene O'Neil. Steve's talks are
always a treat. --Michael and Phyllis Wells, 429 Spring
Lake Rd (492-3348).
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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Land for sale
6136 Cold River Road
20 acres
$60,000
For more information please contact Susan Coccia at
(540) 526-6899 or email at smcoccia@yahoo.com
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2017
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Free to a good home: Stainless Steel countertop,
about 10’ by 3’. You must move it. For exact dimensions and specifics, please call or stop at the store
Regular hot meals in the crockpot:
Monday – Chili con Carne
New at Pierce’s: We now have packaged and pre- Tuesday – Chicken Stew
made sandwiches in our cooler. Varieties include Ham,
Chicken and Egg salads; Italian, Ham, Roast Beef and
Turkey Grinders; and Turkey and Ham Sandwiches
with Cheese. We have a few breakfast sandwiches as
well. Please let me know how you like these items!
As we move into the season for celebratory gifts,
remember that Pierce’s has some local items that
might meet your need. We have pottery, wooden
bowls, hand-blown glass, hand quilted blankets or
throws, and more. A few photos might pique your interest. Next time you’re in the store take a moment to
review what’s on the shelves in the back room (See
photos on this page)
Here’s the anticipated menu for May. If the weather
warms to summery temps, it’s very possible that Rob
won’t make a hot soup, so if there’s a favorite soup or
meal you’re looking for please call ahead (492-3326).
The menu will always be posted daily on our Facebook
page and sent to the daily e-mail list. If you want to be
included on the e-mail distribution please let me know
at pierces.store@gmail.com.
Hot Soups & Dates
Yucatan chicken 1, 12, 24, 30
Potato leek 2, 13, 25, 31
Creole lentil 3, 14, 26
French vegetable with kale 4, 15, 27
Cream of mushroom 5, 16, 28
French carrot & yam 6
Chicken gumbo 7, 18
Split pea 8, 19
Minestrone 9, 20
Butternut squash 10, 21
Tuscan White Bean 11, 23
Cauliflower cheddar 17, 29
Mexican Corn & Cabbage with Chicken 22

Mac & Cheese, Baked Ziti on alternating Fridays.
Friday Take-out Dinners are available by
reservation. Limited quantities are available. Please
call ahead to 492-3326
May 12 – Nancy Ellery will make Mole Chicken Tacos served with a side salad.
May 26 – Heather Shay will prepare a Cuban meal
for us: Ropas Viejas (beef, red peppers, tomato,
onions, capers and olives), rice, fried plantains and
a green salad.
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s
best to call ahead and reserve your order!
492-3326
if you are interested in making a meal, please
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or
Sally Deinzer at the store,

Specialty Wednesday Pizza Varieties
5/3 Asparagus, leek, prosciutto & mozzarella
5/10 Caramelized onion, mozzarella & gorgonzola
5/17 Italian sausage, marinara & mozzarella
5/24 Pesto, chopped tomatoes & mozzarella
5/31 Louisiana with marinara, Andouille sausage &
mozzarella
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Gary & Minnie Arthur
Steve Banik & Virgina Gundersen
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem
John & Mary Beerworth
John & Linda Berryhill
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Ludy Biddle
Mark & Kristine Billings
Rich Biziak
Dave & Debbie Blecich
Sheree Bloch
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Richard & Susan Buchanan
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Bud & Edie Clark
Marilyn Dalick
Scott & Bev Darling
Sally Deinzer
Robert & Carole Dorr
Liz Flint
Scott Garren & Heather Shay
Gile Family
Mark & Carol Goodwin
Peter & Pam Grace
Barry & Barbara Griffith
John & Betty Heitzke
George & Betsy Hinckley
Barbara Hoffman
Carmine Iannace
Dale Janik
Dick & Judy Keane
David Kennedy
Alfred & Sandra King
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Robert & Judith Landon
Rita Lane
Ed & Clare Mangine
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Hull & Taffy Maynard
Lynn McDermott
Michael & Jennifer McDermott
Walter & Mary Nelson
Jeffrey & Constance Noiva
John & Kay O'Dowd
Kerry & John O'Hara
Kenny & Judy Pitts
Russ & Grace Pratt
Roxanne Ramah
Andy & Helen Richards-Peelle
Ridlon Family
Dick & Lillian Rohe
Tom & Donna Ryan
Brian & Patricia Sedaille
Shrewsbury
Historical Society
Volunteer Fire Department
Bill & Donna Smith
Robert & Sally Snarski
B.J. & Joan Stewart
John C. Stewart, II
Wendy Stewart
Cynthia Thornton
Liesbeth Van Der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
Lana Vanucchi
Howard & Deborah Weaver
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Nancy & Jim West
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Louis & Theresa Williams
Lee Wilson
Winkler Family
Mark & Connie Youngstrom

