A steam train rumbles by the Cuttingsville Depot (center right) heading to Rutland. Photo taken before passenger
service ceased and coal engines ended. Ridlon homestead at lower right (now moved to top of opposite hill).

ALL ABOARD!
This summer’s main exhibit in the museum will consist
of artifacts and photos of the Railroad depot in Cuttingsville. The following tid bits are taken from our
Town’s history book, "Shrewsbury, Vermont - Our
Town As It Was" by Dawn Hance, which you just might
enjoy.
Harriet Barney Ross, a former resident of the present
Reid house on Route 103, wrote: "It was an exciting
time when the railroad construction men commenced
surveying for the railroad. There was blasting to find
the best grade for crossing. The rock for the culverts
and bridges was all quarried in a pasture joining ours.
We had some good stone cutters for boarders - twelve
a good deal of the time - at two and a half dollars a
week. Many of the workmen on the railroad were Irish.
They had their shanties and with their wheelbarrows
did the hauling and filling It was two years after the
surveys were made before the first engine went
through."
About the year 1849, "Amos Pratt, owner of the old
Finney farm (off Route 103, opposite the Perkins place)
was also the owner of the sagacious old dog “Pete”, a
cross between the Newfoundland and shepherd. He
not only drives the cows to and from pastures, and
keeps an eye open for every tramp that passes (often
sampling the seat of their trousers), but goes every
morning about 100 rods across-lots, when the 7 o’clock
morning train from Rutland passes, and gets the
morning papers that are
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thrown off by the conductor. When the whistle sounds
at the crossing, about half a mile below, “old Pete”
starts, and intercepts the train as it passes in rear of
the house."
This same Amos Pratt, hoped to make his fortune by
cutting wood for fuel for the railroad and deposited it at
designated places along the route. The wood was
stored in sheds at Pratt’s crossing. But shortly thereafter the engines were converted to coal. So much for
Pratt’s luck.
Local tradition holds that a small room with a large
built-in safe in the historical Old Brick Post Office building in Cuttingsville was used as a railroad office during
construction years. According to Paymaster Huntoon’s
records, the wages paid the workers from January
1848 to November 1849 ranged from 70 cents to $1.25
per day. The men usually paid between eight and ten
dollars a month for board. The 26-man crew of 1848
increased to 42 when the rails were laid in 1849.
The Cuttingsville depot was built on land which Susan
Robinson sold to the railroad company for $455. This
brick building, which was torn down in the 1960's,
stood east of the crossing between the firehouse and
the railroad tracks. A cattle yard, icehouse, and store
stood nearby. Al Ridlon, Sr. remembers as a young
high school lad, that he helped the Gagnon Brothers

Continued on page 2

Lumber Co. in taking
down the two "Cuttingsville” signs that
were recently donated to the Society by
the Gagnon Brothers
and one of which will
be on display.
When the Shrewsbury Historical Society interviewed Steve
Martyn years back,
he mentioned that as
a young boy, he
would love to hear
the train go by in the
night. Fran Brigham
The original brick train station painted by Grace Brigham
would tell me about
hangs on the wall at the Rustic Rooster.
her shopping trips to
Rutland by taking the train in and out of the city. And
who will ever forget the fun Shrewsbury residents had
in the late 70s, when they partook of the Steam Train
Ride to Burlington! The train stopped in Cuttingsville
and all present climbed aboard using a small wooden
staircase. The train provided a food car and bar car,
and passengers filled the coaches with laughter and Next Meeting will be on Tuesday, June 20 at 7 pm.
song (thanks to Spring Lake Ranch folks and their guitars). I remember opening a window for air and getting Museum opens: July 2, from 1 to 3 pm. And will be
hit by coal cinders. The best part was waving to people open every Sunday 1 to 3 pm until October 29, 2017.
at each crossing as we swept by.
Submitted by Ruth Winkler
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
May 27&28
10am-5pm Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend
May 28
4pm
*Science Book Club meeets at the Library
June 2
7:30pm
*Advanced Directives program presented by RAVNAH at the Library
Jjune 10
5:30pm
*Community Supper at the Meeting House, 88 Lottery Rd.
June 13
12noon
* Second Tuesday Lunch Group call Doris Perry (492-3440) for reservations, or a ride.
June15
*Membership dues and signed waiver due to Shrewsbury Outing Club
June 17
9-11am
*”Common Trees of Shrewsbury” Conservation Commission Walk & Talk with Gary Salmon
June 17
7pm
*The ShrewdBerries perform at the Russellville Schoolhouse, 18 Crown Point Road
June 18
11am
*Pickin’ In The Hollow at Rick & Annie Lees
June 18
4pm
*Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library
June 20
7pm
Shrewsbury Historical Society meeting at the Museum
June 23
5-7pm
*Wine Tasting at Pierce’s Store
June 25
7pm
*Science Book Club meets at the Library
June 28
7pm
*Northam Cemetery Association Annual Meting at theTown Office 9823 Cold River Rd.
*see elsewhere in newsletter for details

Deadline for submission to Times
of Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm on
the 20th

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY
Is online at the town website at

www.shrewsburyvt.org

Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017

3

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ariyanna Copeny could also see us--thousands of us.
She read, with poise and passion, the speech she’d
Note to Pierce’s Store
written herself. Dr. Hanna-Attisha told us that Mari did
To all at the Store,
not aspire to become a scientist. She aspired instead
I had thought to spend some time in Vermont before to live there and pointed across the lawns to the White
now. I want to see Donna’s beautiful bench. What a House. We felt privileged to witness her very
wonderful tribute from such a loving Town. Lavinia sent first very public “campaign” speech.
me some copies of the Shrewsbury Times and it looks
so pretty, even in the snow. Please thank everyone Among all these supposed “nerds” there was not one
who brought the project to such an effective end. The boring speech. We all remained riveted despite the
outpouring of love from everyone is overwhelming. I downpour. Jon Batiste lead us in singing “Wonderful
feel you are all my friends and wish you a great spring World” and “On the Sunny Side of the Street” before
and rebirth of the earth.
we headed out at 2pm for the march up Constitution
Thankfully, Elaine Marzilli (Mother of Donna Marzilli) Avenue. We returned to Vermont in the wee hours of
Sunday morning and are all the better for it! Whew!
Submitted by Barbara Hoffman
The Cuttingsville School Bell is Ringing
For former Cuttingsville School students, plans are underway for the reunion to be held on Sunday, Aug. 6,
Work Position Available
from 2 to 4pm at the original one-room schoolhouse,
now our Town’s library. Please contact either Betsy
Shrewsbury Transfer Station
Patten Gardner at betsygard@gmail.com or John
Substitute employee
Stewart at jstew5456@aol.com or telephone John at
$12.25/hour
(802) 343-7611 to let us know if you can make it. Light
Available to work
refreshments will be served. Spread the word! Let’s
Sundays (8 hour shift) and/or Wednesdays (6
make it an afternoon to remember.
hour shift)
Submitted by John Stewart, Betsy Patten Gardner and
Conrad Wait
Initially need someone who can fill in on an “as

need” basis with the possibility of more hours in
the future.

Eye Witness Report on The March for Science
At 11:30pm on April 21 the Peace and Justice bus left
Vermont and arrived in Washington D.C. early the next
morning. We joined a bi-partisan group of thousands at
the Washington Monument who were alarmed by
mandates to cut federal funding for scientific research.

If interested, contact
Bert Potter 773-2272

Standing in the pouring rain for four hours near the
stage we listened as Julia Olson, a lawyer, and the
kids who are helping her told of their effort to sue the
federal government for the constitutional right to a climate system capable of supporting human life. We also heard from Taylor Richardson, a 16-year-old aspiring astronaut, and Anousheh Ansari, an Iranian immigrant who already is an astronaut. Glinda Cooper of
the Innocence Project talked about the role of science
in ensuring a fair criminal justice system; Dr. Timothy
Ingalsbee described the role of scientific research in
wildfire management, and Denis Hays recalled organizing the first Earth Day 47 years ago. One powerful
speech followed another with Jon Batiste and his band,
Stay Human, entertaining us at frequent intervals
throughout.

Northam Cemetery Association Annual Meeting
and election of Officers at the Town Clerk's Office on
Cold River Road. Wednesday June 28th at 7pm. Any
questions please call Catherine Carrara 492-6137

Shrewsbury Conservation Commission Meeting
Dr. Mona Hannah-Attisha, an Iraqi-American who is on Location and Time Change: Beginning in June meetthe team which discovered lead in the drinking water of ings will be held on the first Tuesday of the month at
Flint, MI. spoke but was upstaged by the six-year-old 5:15pm at 450 Frank Lord Road.
African American girl she’d brought along. Standing on
a special stool provided so that we could see her, AmTimes of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017
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and the loss of a family dog.
In other activities, the SVFD will be putting out cemetery flags for former department members whose families wish to have them. These flags may be seen in
local cemeteries as red flags bearing the fire service
Maltese Cross Emblem and stating “Loyal to Duty”.
These are placed in appreciation for the service of
those firefighters of Shrewsbury who have since
passed away.

A rainy April and May have brought both blessings and
curses for the SVFD. The blessings have come in the
fact that grass and brush fires were nearly nonexistent
with only one grass fire in April. That call on Upper
Cold River Road brought a quick response from the
SVFD and was contained to about an acre with no
structures involved. Rain and snow subsequently
soaked our Town and State during May, greening
things up and thus ending severe threats of wildland
fires. The department still reminds everyone that if you
wish to burn brush, you are always required to get a
permit from the Fire Wardens to do so. A quick call to
Fire Wardens Kevin Brown (775-6194) or Al Ridlon Jr.
(282-3642) for a verbal permit will help us to avoid unnecessary responses and will also give you valuable
information about open burning.

The department has participated in helping the Town
Road Crew to flush culverts on Russellville Road and
has also done training in the use of Jaws of Life by cutting up a car at the town recycling station.
Until the next issue, the SVFD would ask that everyone
be fire and accident safe.

Submitted by Bob Snarski (SVFD Safety Officer

The ShrewdBerries
Claudine Langille, Silas Hamilton and
Mark Hamilton

The curses of the department came in the form of
power lines down due to the windstorms and their aftermath. Lines were reported down on Lincoln Hill and
Russellville Roads, and a transformer caught fire on
the Crown Point Road. During these calls, department
members respond only to isolate the lines until crews
from Green Mountain Power can repair them or cut
power to deem them safe. High voltage lines should
never be approached or touched. Even close proximity
to live wires can cause electrocution as the ground and
water can carry dangerous currents.

will play Irish, old-time, and traditional
original music from both sides of the Atlantic (“Vermonticana”)

Saturday, June 17 @ 7pm.
Russellville Schoolhouse
18 Crown Point Road, Shrewsbury

The department was also called to a mutual aid situation in Wallingford on May 4 to help with a structure fire
on Church Street in that Town. The SVFD provided a
pumper and tanker as well as manpower to help with
the fire which resulted in a total loss of the structure
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Saturday, July 15, 10am to 2pm: CHARLIE PAQUIN,
experimental archaeologist, returns to show us ancient
tool-making and atlatl-throwing.
Continuing Programs:
Sunday, June 18 @ 4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK
Library News Submitted by Joan Aleshire
CLUB: Bring Up the Bodies by Hilary Mantel: The second novel in this powerful series about Thomas
We’re very pleased to announce that the full slate of Cromwell, adviser to Henry VIII. Books will be available
Officers and Trustees was elected at the Annual Meet- in the library. Please call Joan for more copies: 492ing. Officers are: President: JOAN ALESHIRE; Vice- 3550.
President & Assistant Treasurer: LISA SHARROW;
Secretary (Recording & Corresponding): GAIL Sunday, June 25 @ 7pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB
HARTIGAN; Treasurer: DEBBIE BLECICH. Thanks to FOR JUNE AND JULY – Best Science and Nature
everyone for continuing to serve!
Writing 2016 edited by Amy Stewart and Tim Folger.
Please call Joan if copies run out: 492-3550.
We welcome back DONNA SWARTZ (and DICK) from
their winter in Arizona!
New Books include:
We remember our good friend CARL KAVANAUGH, v Anything Is Possible by Elizabeth Strout: the newwho died last month, and send our sympathy to his
est novel in linked stories by the Pulitzer Prize winfamily. Carl was always ready to help, not hesitating to
ning author of Olive Kittredge.
plunge into our septic holding tank to fix the blockage v Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders
when needed. His great energy and good humor will
and the Birth of the Modern FBI by David Grann:
be sorely missed.
Riveting history by the author of The Lost City of Z.
v Never Out of Season: How Having the Food We
MANY THANKS to PENELOPE WEISS for an fascinatWant When We Want It Threatens Our Food Suping presentation about her “Spirit Dolls” on April 21st.
ply and Our Future by Rob Daum: A localvore manBeautiful photographs of these pieces, created by Peifesto.
nelope and her husband, John Davis, are on display in v Shattered: Inside Hillary Clinton’s Doomed Camthe Meeting Room.
paign by Jonathan Allen and Amie Parnes: An excavation of recent events by two reporters who set
MANY THANKS to ESZTI TOTH, Rotary Exchange
out to write what they thought would be a success
Student from Hungary for an engaging talk on the hisstory.
tory, geography, culture, and language of her home v Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy by Anne
country on May 12th. Thanks to BARRY GRIFFITH for
Lamott: A short meditation on spiritual growth by
making the program possible, and to RANDALL
this popular author.
BARCLAY for IT support at the crucial moment.
THANKS to MARK & CONNIE YOUNGSTROM and New DVDs include:
the Vermont Center for EcoStudies for Chris Rimmer’s v Manchester by the Sea: Contemporary New Engpresentation on songbird migration on May 19.
land drama with Casey Affleck and Michelle Williams, directed by Kenneth Lonergan.
JOHN WOOD (WOODY) is beginning work on the Li- v LaLa Land with Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone:
brary’s south wall to replace the windows and insulaThe almost-Oscar-winner for Best Picture.
tion. It may get a little noisy, but the Library will stay v I Am Not Your Negro: The brilliant documentary
open!
based on James Baldwin’s life and last writings.
Coming Events:
Friday, June 2 @ 7:30pm: ADVANCED DIRECTIVES
with MARK NEALY of RAVNAH & HOSPICE. Learn
about this end-of-life protection; bring your questions
and concerns. In the Meeting Room; please come early to make sure of a place.
Times of
~ June
2017
Times
ofShrewsbury
Shrewsbury
December
2014

66

Groups who want to use the Library
Meeting Room should contact
Lisa Sharrow: (cutsvil@vermontel.net)
about availability and guidelines.
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Book Reviews from the Library—
Book lovers! Please share your book
reviews by writing them in the journals
kept at the front desk at the Library or emailing them to maplesugar@comcast.net
Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick
★★★★★
★★★★
★★★
★★
★

**
My low rating reflects my sensibilities, folks. Admittedly, it may not be a fair assessment. This book was torture to read, but because it was a pick of my book
group, read it I did. You see, I’m the kind of person
who changes the channel INSTANTLY or who runs
from the room if a Sarah McLachlan commercial on
behalf of the Humane Society comes on T.V. The cruelty depicted, the sad faces of the abused animals,
coupled with Sarah’s lovely voice is just too much for
me to bear. I am an animal lover. I love,
love, love animals. I have been guilty of throwing money at our local shelter and the various animal rights
organizations—so that I can look the other way to assuage my guilt. But this book addresses all of that, and
people more motivated and courageous than I am are
working hard to effect change—in our society at least.
It is an arduous, never-ending life’s work.

Fantastic!
Compelling, page-turner
Enjoyable
Just O.K.
Not recommended

The Nightingale
by Kristin Hannah

****
This is a story about two French sisters, Isabelle and
Vivanne, and their efforts to resist the German occupation during the war. Staying alive while protecting their
loved ones was a difficult feat every day. Both women
are beautiful, and that brings with it some advantages
but also disadvantages. The idea was to be “invisible,”
like little wrens, not calling attention to themselves.
Both sisters are courageous and brave in their own
way, taking risks and making difficult choices—trying to
do the right thing despite the danger. One of the sisters
is married with a daughter. Her husband is in a prisoner of war camp. This news is brought to her by a handsome German officer who is billetted at her home (living with her). He is a good man with a family of his own
in Germany that he dearly misses, and he puts food on
his “host’s” table when food is not available to the ordinary citizens, even after spending all day queueing up
for provisions. The younger sister becomes famous for
leading American and British downed airmen over the
Pyrenees mountains to safety in Spain. Sadly, there is
not a lot of detail about the hazardous journeys that
she leads. One of the details that is offered is that espadrilles (rope shoes) are the optimum footwear for the
journey. (Whaaa?) The author assures us that this
book has been heavily researched, so I am ready to be
wrong about this small detail. The sisters are also
struggling with their relationship, and that adds to the
strain of daily life. This tale is a testament to the
strength of women. (If it were a film, it might be considered a “chick flick.”) I found it to be a satisfying read
and enjoyed several good sob sessions throughout,
even though the story line was predictable.	
  

The book’s cover shows a glossy-coated, floppy-eared
pup with clear, bright eyes looking right at the camera.
Don’t be fooled by that! The book is full of demented
“scientists” in lab coats, the unspeakable horrors of
“life” in puppy mills, the irreparable harm that dogs
have suffered at the hands of breeders—sanctioned by
the American Kennel Club (think: German Shepherds),
and the obscene, throw-away mentality and cruelty of
many everyday citizens.
A high point in the book mentions Jane Goodall’s respect for animals’ intelligence and her work with the
chimps. From the start of her career, this lonely, rich
English girl actually named all of her chimps—a no-no
in the aloof, scientific world. This is referred to
as anthropomorphizing. Science would have us believe
that research animals are mere “things,” to be used at
our disposal—and behind closed doors at that. However, Jane believed that animals have feelings and can
experience suffering. Her earliest childhood teacher,
her beloved dog, taught her all about that—and about
love, too! Each of the chimps who accepted Jane into

their midst had unique personality traits and temperaments. Goodall has single-handedly debunked all the
“science” out there about the worth and rights of innocent creatures, both domestic and wild.
Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick

Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick

Shrewsbury Second Tuesday Lunch Group
The Shrewsbury Second Tuesday Lunch Group will
meet on Tuesday, June 13 at 12 noon at Willie
Dunn's Grill at Okemo Valley Golf Club in Ludlow. Please join our neighbors and friends for lunch
and good conversation. The lunch group welcomes
all. Call Doris Perry (492-3440) for reservations,
questions or a ride.

Bone Builders
9-10am
Every Tuesday and Thursday
at the Meeting House on Lottery Road

Free weights and Instruction
Join us to improve your
Bones, Balance, and Strength
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Arbor Day Surprise
As my wife and I were celebrating Arbor Day at a local
restaurant I couldn’t help noticing that roof shingles
were blowing
across
the
parking lot and
the
traffic
lights seemed
to be flickering
in syncopation
with the lights
in the restaurant. Not to
worry because
in seconds the
lights simply
went out and
we were eatRutland butternut up rooted slightly and
ing
in the dark
over a garage and car
along with the
rest of Rutland. That sent us home through an obstacle
course of trees and tree parts to ponder in the dark
what a wind event out of the East can do to standing
trees.

ing significantly damaged, they respond vigorously to
wounding, either subtle or large scale. An arborist can
help you determine whether your tree can be saved or
removed depending on the damage that has accrued.
Recent changes are just evidence of tree health over
tree time.
Submitted by Gary Salmon, Tree Warden

Trees are more vulnerable to winds out of the east because prevailing winds here are typically out of the
west and roots compensate accordingly. So with wet
soils, shallow roots, and wind gusts exceeding 70 mph
many trees simply blew over. Hardwood leaves had
not yet arrived to create more “sail” or the damage
would have been greater, but pines and spruces with
full crowns of needles suffered considerably. Winds
like this also do two other things: (1) they serve as a
cleaning agent by removing still clinging dead branches; and (2) they expose tree structural imperfections
like hollow trunks, diseased or dead wood, cracks, and
poor branch structure by snapping the trunk or crown
off at the defective point in the tree. So an hour of wind
shut down Rutland City and several surrounding
Towns for most of a weekend and lent new meaning to
Green Up Day.

~~JUNE~~
Full Strawberry Moon

So now is a very good time to take a closer look at the
tree in your yard. Especially if the tree is within reach
of a house, other structure, parking lot, or anything
else of significant value that can’t withstand a tree falling on it. A “longevity” check if you will for both tree
and what it can fall on. Have cracks developed along
branches or the trunk that weren’t there before? Or
have existing cracks gotten wider? Is there a lean to
the tree that was not there before and if so is there a
raised soil area on the side opposite of the lean?
Three subtle changes that could be related to our Arbor Day event that might have to be dealt with. Trees
are incredibly responsive to attacks and while appearTimes of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017
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Community Church Upstairs at the Meeting House in
the Children’s Room. We will have story time, coloring,
activities and snacks. Your 1-5 year old is very welcome to be part of this program. We also welcome
parent participation. Any questions please call Allison
Stone 352-5189 or Anissa Park 259-2564.
Community Church Calendar
All Services are at the Center
Church and Meeting House
May 28 @ 10:30am: Preschool Program. Worship
Service led by Rita Lane. The service will be followed by a Congregational Meeting and Luncheon. Anyone interested in talking about the
Church and our future in the community is welcome to attend.

Come One! Come All!

Free Community Supper
June 10, 5:30pm
All Invited! It’s a Mexican Fiesta! Sombreros Optional.
Music, Food & Fun! Our menu will include: Homemade
Beef, Bean and Chicken Enchiladas, Rice, Salsa,
Guacamole, and of course Scrumptious Desserts!
Have a neighbor who can’t get out let us know and we
can make a dinner to go.

June 4 @ 10:30am: Preschool Program. Worship
Service and Holy Communion led by Rev. Bob
Boutwell.
June 10@ 5:30 pm : Free Community Supper. All
are welcome to attend. Mexican Fare and
Scrumptious desserts!

As we celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday May 14 and
Father’s Day on June 18 we are honoring and remembering Mothers and Fathers by designating these two
days as “Community Sharing Days”. We are accepting
donations in memory or in honor of Mothers and Fathers. Donations will go to the Community Sharing Project. The Community Sharing Project helps Shrewsbury Folks Young and Old in need. The ability to help
members of our community is totally dependent on the
amount of donations received.
Happy Father’s Day!
In honor and in memory of Mothers and Fathers the
following donations were made to the Community
Sharing Project: Parents Ray & Rhea Roberts,
Grandparents Elza & Zipporah Smith & Joseph &Sarah
Roberts by Roxanne Ramah; Mother Marie Lorentz by
John & Karen Lorentz; Parents Alex & Virginia Donaski
by Elaine Ransom; Parents Jack & Mary Daley and
Gerard & Harriet Keane by Richard & Judy Keane;
Mothers & Fathers by Theresa Hoffman; Parents
Robert & Elaine Ransom by Sue Ransom-Kelley.

June 11 @ 10:30am : Preschool Program. Worship Service led by Wendy Savery.
June 18 @ 10:30am: Preschool Program. Worship Service led by Rev. Bob Boutwell.
June 25 @ 10:30am: Preschool Program. Worship Service led by Betsy Miller.
Community Needs
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 7795241 or Donna Smith 492-3367. Community Helping
Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna
Smith 492-3367. Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578,
Roxanne Ramah 492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318.

Thanks to everyone who came out to view THE
ANONYMOUS PEOPLE. It was nice to view the Movie,
Eat Popcorn and have a meaningful discussion with
our neighbors about Addiction and Recovery.

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF
At the Library in the front entry way.
All are Welcome to Come in and
Help Yourself any time the Library is
OPEN!

The Sunday Morning Pre School is active on Sunday
Mornings. Do You Have a Child Who Would like Social
Time on Sunday Morning? Please consider joining us
at 1030am-12pm Sundays at the Shrewsbury Center

Special Thanks to Everyone who participated in the
Cuttingsville Postal Service Food Drive! With your help
the food shelf received lots of good food for the community!
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SHREWSBURY OUTING CLUB
Greetings and join us in celebrating the 62nd year of the Shrewsbury Outing Club (SOC)! Membership to the
SOC is available to any Shrewsbury resident or landowner who has paid the $45 membership fee and signed
the waiver below. If you wish to join for the 2017 season, please send your check and waiver to: Shrewsbury
Outing Club, c/o Randell Barclay, Treasurer, 9171 Cold River Rd., Shrewsbury, VT 05738 by June 15. Your
name will then be added to the membership list and posted at the lake. Remember that by signing the waiver
that you are agreeing to make sure that your family and your guests are following the guidelines that are posted
at the lake (no dogs, no glass bottles, no roughhousing, use fire pit responsibly and be good caretakers of our
beautiful lake).
SOC has hired Censor Security service again this year. The security guard will be at the lake throughout the
summer to insure compliance with the rules and encourage a safe and pleasant experience for everybody.
Please take a moment to introduce yourself.
This is Marcos Levy’s 21st year directing the children’s swimming and water safety program at Spring Lake. This
year swim lessons will take place Monday-Friday, during the weeks of July 10 and 17. Students may attend sessions daily or for as many days as their schedule permits each week. Sessions begin at 10am with the oldest
swimmers first. Cost to SOC members is $10/week and $15/week to non-members. Registration can be done by
visiting www.TheNewLearningProject.com If you have questions call Marcos at 492-3208. Marcos is on the hunt
for an assistant swim teacher. If you know someone with lifeguarding experience or who loves to swim have
them give Marcos a call.
Best wishes for an active and healthy summer! Watch for turtle posters and e-mails announcing summer activities and adventures.
Submitted by Rachelle Patton, SOC President &
Grace Brigham, SOC Secretary
SOC Membership Form and Waiver of Liability 2017
PLEASE NOTE: Your membership will not be effective until and you are not eligible to use the SOC swimming
area until both the annual dues and the waiver are received.
Waiver of Liability
I recognize that there is NO lifeguard on duty at any time at the SOC swimming area. My family and I are using
the facility at our own risk. We agree to use the area safely and responsibly.
I also take full responsibility for my guests who accompany me to the Lake. I understand that my guests MUST
be accompanied by a family member and I take responsibility for their actions.
AGREEMENT TO ABIDE BY SOC RULES:
By signing this form, I understand and agree to abide by SOC rules that are posted at Spring Lake and outlined
in the letter above. I AM AWARE THAT DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON SOC PROPERTY.
PRINT NAME
SIGNATURE

E-MAIL

FAMILY MEMBERS USING THE SOC SWIMMING AREA

For 2017 Membership send signed waiver and check for the $45 membership fee by June 15 to: Shrewsbury
Outing Club, c/o Randell Barclay, Treasurer, 9171 Cold River Rd., Shrewsbury, VT 05738.
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MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
As we write this there are several events playing out Governor wants to find the savings through a statewide
Negotiations with the Teachers’ Union has reached an health insurance plan for all teachers which he thinks
impasse. Superintendent David Younce sent the fol- can generate considerable savings. The Legislature
lowing letter to school families about the negotiations.
favors cutting the state education spending and having
the individual school districts determine how each
“The MRUUSD Board and the Teachers’ Union have
would find savings in their budgets. Despite several
been engaged in the process of trying to schedule and
compromises plans which were proposed, no agreeengage in negotiations sessions for fourteen months.
ment was reached before the Legislature adjourned. It
Sadly, the process has dragged on longer than the
is hard to say how this will play out but for the Mill RivBoard desires, and we risk teachers not having a coner Union, if the final agreement between the Legislatract in place for the start of our next school year in the
ture and Governor leans toward districts being left to
fall. The mediation will take place in mid-June
find the savings this might have to force us to make
In March, based on lack of progress around financial cuts which will have a direct impact upon our students.
matters, the Board declared impasse in teacher negoIn addition to this possible funding cut, the district
tiations, triggering mediation between the parties,
could be facing reductions from federal funding. The
which is set to occur in mid-June, two and a half
budget proposed by President Trump if it is passed as
months after the declaration of impasse. The Board
is, will mean reduced funding for the additional support
wants the community to be informed of the dynamics
we give to struggling students. If the Republicans’ new
at
play,
and
asks
you
to
refer
to
health care plan is implemented as is this will mean
http://millriverschools.org for information on “Contract
reduced support of Medicaid funds which directly supNegotiations”. You will see proposals, agendas,
port some of the district’s special education services.
minutes, timelines and goals information. Please take
We are not losing any sleep over these possible cuts
time to familiarize yourself with the issues, as they are
because there is still a good deal of political wrangling
important to the community.
to come but they do make us a might bit nervous.
As a board we must deliver a premier experience to
Looking at the positive side of June, graduations are
our students. We seek to provide our teachers with
close at hand. The Mountain School will be presenting
predictable and fair conditions, allowing them to serve
its Spring concert and End-of-Year Celebration of
our students well. We are in a unique position regardLearning 6/15 at 6:30. The last day of school is 6/19.
ing the merging of our union contracts, as separate
Mill River’s graduation is 6/14. This year Principal Todd
union contracts have existed for high school and eleFinn and a graduation committee have decided to
mentary teachers with different work conditions and
spare all those who attend graduation the oppressive
wages. We can now establish consistent and clear
heat of the gym and will be holding the ceremony outconditions, wages and benefits across the district.
side. Check the mill river schools.org website for a calWe take our responsibility seriously to be good stew- endar of events in all the schools as well as board and
ards of your tax dollars, with savings realized in nego- committee meeting agendas and lots of other info., too.
tiations utilized for the better organization of our reLastly, looking at our neighbors to the south, Mt Holly
sources or returned to the taxpayers.
and Ludlow; the State Board of Education recently
gave its approval to the two Towns holding a vote to
The goals of the Board in Teacher Negotiations are:
1. Improve efficiency and effectiveness to meet stu- decide if they want to merge with the Mill River Unified
Union School District. Their vote will be on May 30th.
dent needs.
A majority of the voters in both Towns will have to ap2. Be transparent.
prove this in order for them to be able to request to join
3. Provide predictability and sustainability.
4. Establish comprehensive, equitable work condition our union. If both Towns vote yes, then the MRUUSD
BOARD will decide whether to bring the merger to the
language.
5. Negotiate efficiently, effectively, and without delay. voters in the four Towns of the Mill River District who
will vote to approve or disapprove of Ludlow and Mt
Very simply, our desire is to serve our students, be fair Holly joining our district. This vote will be co-mingled
to our teachers, and be good stewards of YOUR re- and a majority of the voters of the four Towns must
sources. Our actions are intended to ensure that the vote yes to approve the merger. More news will be
above goals are achieved.”
forthcoming next month.
Submitted by Andy Richards-Peelle
When we submitted this article to the Times on 5/20
and Adrienne Raymond
our Legislature and Governor were still disagreeing
over how to reduce state spending on education. The
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017
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more details!

Blood Pressure/Foot Care Clinics
• Thursday, June 1 Rutland, Parker House, 10am
• Thursday, June 1, Rutland, Bardwell House,
12:30am
• Wednesday, June 7, Wallingford, Wallingford
House, 10:30am
• Friday, June 9, West Rupert, Rupert Firehouse,
8:30am
• Thursday, June 15, Rutland, Maple Village, 10am
• Wednesday, Juen 28, Rutland, Godnick Adult Center, 12:30pm
The cost of the foot clinic is $10. No appointment necessary. Please call 802.770.1536 for more information.

Travel Well with VNAHSR’s Travel Health Clinic
VNAHSR is the region's resource for comprehensive
and safe travel health services including vaccines and
individualized disease prevention plans to international
travelers. For more information call Cathleen at
802.770.1536 for a personal appointment or email
gohealth@ravnah.org.
Bereavement Group
VNAHSR’s monthly bereavement group is held Tuesdays at 6pm at Grace Congregational Church in Rutland with Rutland office chaplain, Andrew Carlson, facilitating. The group is free and open to the public. For
more, please contact Andrew at 770.1613.

Cholesterol Screenings for $30 every month:
Clinics held at the Rutland Office are the 1st Wednesday of every month. Call 802.775.0568 for an appointment. Biometric readings can now be billed to Blue
Cross Blue Shield. Call Cathleen at 802.770.1536 for

Vermont’s Act 148 Universal Recycling

Word has
been
received
that the which
state
of VerShrewsbury
Transfer
Station requirements
have
already
been
implemented:
mont will• not
institute collection of food waste
Accept mandatory recyclables
at the Transfer
July
2018 (which is
• VariableStation
rate pricinguntil
(Pay As
You Throw)
gallon bag = 1 punch
one year13
later
than
originally
planned.)
30-32 gallon bag = 2 punches
~Bert Potter
Contractor and 55 gallon bag = 3 punches
Timeline for future requirements for residents:
July 1, 2016:
• Leaf, yard debris, & clean wood banned from landfill.
July 1, 2017:
• Also accept food residuals
July 1, 2020:
• Food residuals banned from landfill

Bert and the Reading R
REC

July 15 & 16, 2016
SolarFest Sunrise Festival
Southern Vermont Arts
Center
Manchester, VT

Vermo
Universa
encourag

R

Re

Re
Co

The Law asks
reduce cons
about the com
all that stuff
they reduce t
packaging ma
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2016
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Manolo Zelkin in the role of Peter Pan and Carley Lund
dancing the part of Wendy

“Neverland”
Under the direction of Stefania Nardi, who designed
and created many of the costumes for the performance, the Vermont Center for Dance Education is
excited to announce its full-length ballet production
featuring scores of local students age 4 to 26. On
Sunday June 11, at 1:00 and 6:00pm the school will
present “Neverland”, based on the story of Peter Pan,
at the beautiful Paramount Theatre in Rutland. The
production will be enhanced by colorful backdrops and
masterfully crafted scenery. Furthermore, footage was
created for the show that will lend a magical atmosphere to what promises to be a wonderful production,
perfect for dance enthusiasts of all ages.
Among the performers is Shrewsbury resident Manolo
Zelkin. Manolo has been a student at Vermont Center
for Dance Education for the past three years and this is
his second performance with the school in a lead role.
After dancing the role of the Prince in the school’s
2016 production of “The Little Mermaid”,this year Manolo will take on the role of Peter Pan.
Tickets are $20 - $25 for adults, and $15 for seniors
and children under 12 and can be purchased online at
paramountvt.org, by phone at 775-0903 and at the Box
Office.
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A Walk in the Woods
On a recent morning a
small group of Shrewsbury friends went on a
foray- that is - a slow leisurely walk, to take in the
sounds, sights, and smells
of the sweetest season on
the trails around Spring
Lake. We discussed the
plants that were in flower,
birds that were actively
feeding high in budding
trees, and the impending
Trout Lilly
rainy weather that was
due to arrive. Recent
chilly temps held spring
ephemeral wildflowers
fresh and in bud. We
found
Dutchman's
Breeches and Squirrel
Corn growing side by
side which let us compare the two plants often confused. Newly
arrived songbirds included several Baltimore Orioles, American
Ann Vanneman
Redstart, Blackburnian
photographing the sites
Warbler, Black-throated
Blue and Black-throated Green Warblers, Rosebreasted Grosbeak ,to name just a few. We also did
our part by pulling invasive honeysuckle plants
that seem to be appearing everywhere around the
lake. A fine time was had by all.
Submitted by Connie Youngstrom

Swimming Lessons
Swim lessons by Marcos Levy will take place MondayFriday during the weeks of July 10 and 17. Students
may attend sessions daily or for as many days as their
schedule permits each week. Sessions begin at 10am
with the oldest swimmers first. Cost to Shrewsbury
Outing Club members is $10/week and $15/week to
non-members. Registration can be done by visiting
www.TheNewLearningProject.com. If you have questions call Marcos at 492-3208. Marcos is on the hunt
for an assistant swim teacher. If you know someone
with lifeguarding experience or who loves to swim,
have them give Marcos a call.
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The Shrewsbury Conservation Commission wants
to make sure our residents know about this!
Vermont Coverts is a statewide organization that works with landowners and others on managing woodlands for wildlife. We want you to be
aware of their upcoming Woodlands
for Wildlife Cooperator Training.
They are offering two separate three-day seminars on
wildlife and forest management. The first will occur
June 2 thru 4 at the Common Ground Center in
Starksboro. The second, September 8 thru10 at Kehoe
Conservation Camp in Hydeville. The workshop is
FREE and includes all meals, lodging and materials
(note a deposit, refundable upon completion of the
training secures your spot. If this is a hardship, it can
be waived). In exchange, participants agree to return
to their communities and share information on forest
management with others in the coming years. The
weekend is fun and educational, and you’ll become
part of a volunteer network that will keep in touch
through newsletters, field tours and future workshops.
To learn more about Coverts and see a sample agenda visit their website www.vtcoverts.org. Classes are
limited to 20 participants.

dential area or you encounter an aggressive bear, contact your local warden or report the bear
at vtfishandwildlife.com.
Residents are required by law to remove bear attractants and are prohibited from killing problem bears
without first taking extensive nonlethal measures.
Information from VT Fish & Wildlife website
www.vtfishandwildlife.com

If you have questions, please feel free to call me (802)
877-2777 or email Lisa Sausville lisa@vtcoverts.org.
Bears prowling
Vermont Fish & Wildlife staff are
asking the public to help keep
Vermont's bears in the wild by
removing any potential food
sources that would cause them to associate people
with food, such as pet food, dirty
barbecue grills, garbage, compost,
campsite food waste and birdfeeders.
Store garbage containers in a garage, shed or basement. Consider
installing electric fencing around
dumpsters, chicken coops, berry
gardens, beehives or other potential food sources. Maintain a compost bin that is as scent free as
possible.
Keep a respectful distance from
any bears you encounter. If a bear
is up a tree near your home, bring
your children and pets inside. Never approach bear cubs or attempt to
'rescue' them if you find them
alone. If you see a bear in a resiTimes of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017
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Garage sale
Saturday & Sunday ~~ June 10 & 11
10am-3pm
The Shrewsbury Outing Club
membership form will not be
mailed this year. Unless you
have received a form via email,
please submit the form on page
11 if you would like to be a
member.

Used washer and dryer
Microwave - Rice cooker, Exercise spin bike
Mongoose Mountain bike
Closet door and sliders
As well as misc. items
996 Lincoln Hill Road, Shrewsbury, VT

Counting the Days!
Spring Lake Ranch turkeys await their fate in 187 days!
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017
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Update on Pierce’s Garage
Wine Tasting
Next time you are at the store, if you have not already
Join us Friday June 23 from 5pm to 7pm at
done so, look into Pierce’s Garage. As a result of great
Pierce’s Store for a summer wine tasting feacommunity help and coordination, it has undergone a
turing four refreshing white wines: two Sauvimajor rejuvenation and plans are moving towards
gnon Blancs from New Zealand and Sonoma
opening it as a venue for sit-down meals, entertainCounty, a tart Picpoul de Pinet from the
ment and more. We await the permit to serve beer and
Languedoc region in France, and a tasty new
wine, as well as clarity from the powers-that-be regard- unoaked Chardonnay from California. We were able to
ing other Town and state regulations and require- get all the wines on sale from our distributors, so prices
ments.
will range from $10 to $15.
Submitted by Sandy Bragg
But these administrative details are not the only startup needs. A next step is to look at how to furnish and
“comfortize” the space for use. There are some pieces Rutland County Democrats Meeting
we have because they are from the attic of the garage Monday, June 5 at 6pm in the Fox Room of the Rutand fit the motif perfectly. There are other pieces still land Free Library. Rob Hipskind of the VDP will proneeded; a comfortable couch, small/café-style tables, vide information about the reorganization process comfloor lamps, window screens, lighting fixtures and rugs. ing up this fall and Bill Kuch, chair of the Windsor
County Democrats and Brittany Cavacas, chair of the
If any readers have items to donate please leave a Rutland City Democrats will share ideas about what
message at the store with your name, number and a Town chairs and all interested Townspeople CAN do in
description of what you might have to offer. Please do addition to what they MUST do. All are welcome! Renot drop anything off.
freshments will be served.
Submitted by Barbara Hoffman
Thanks. Stay tuned for the opening of Pierce’s Garage!
Submitted by the Pierce’s Garage Planning Committee

Try it!
Stacy Harshman invites you to try out the juice
machine at Pierce’s Store. It’s entertaining and
provides a refreshing glass of fresh squeezed orange juice!
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017
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Remember to check Pierce’s Consignment area
for special and unique gifts! Support your
neighbors and the Store at the same time!
Here’s the anticipated menu for June. As the
weather warms to summery temps, Rob is more likely
to prepare either a cold soup or salad for lunches. He
might or might not make chili or chicken stew, too. If
there’s a favorite that you’re looking for please call
ahead (492-3326). The menu will always be posted
daily on our Facebook page and sent to the daily email list. If you want to be included on the e-mail distribution please contact me at pierces.store@gmail.com.

Heard at Pierce’s: Our neighbor Tim stopped in the
other morning to get some bulk dried basil. He
brought his own jar, which we weighed. It was 0.21 of
a pound. He went and filled up his jar (which was
slightly smaller than a typical McCormick’s jar that
you’d find at the grocery store.) When full, Tim’s jar
weighed 0.23 of a pound. His price for that quantity of
basil was $0.11. “Wow! That would be several dollars
down town,” was Tim’s comment. Lesson learned, Specialty Wednesday Pizza Varieties
bring your own jar or use one of our small bags; but 6/7 - Butternut squash with caramelized onion, mozzarella & gorgonzola
save big $$ at Pierce’s on herbs and spices!
6/14 - Italian sausage, sweet peppers, marinara &
You might notice price lists showing up around the mozzarella
store. In the past, we’ve used individual price stickers 6/21 - Sautéed mushrooms, marinara & mozzarella
on every item. That changed when we got the scanner 6/28 - Southwestern with New Mexican marinara, sausystem and we moved to having price labels on the téed jalapenos, mozzarella & cheddar
shelves under each item. This saved a lot of time
checking orders in. But over time, as prices change,
items were discontinued or added, lots of labels became out dated.
Now, we’re trying listings of individual sections of
shelves. So far, listings of beers, wines, dairy and ice
creams have been generated. All beers and wines that
we have had in stock over time are included, whether
they are currently on the shelves or not. Things that
aren’t in stock now generally do not have prices, since
they may have changed since we last had them. However, if you see something you’d like us to bring back,
please let us know.

Some of our Novelty Ice Creams

Friday Night Dinners
Items like Mac & Cheese or Baked Ziti are available
on Fridays.
Friday Take-out Dinners are available by reservation. Limited quantities are available. Please call
ahead to 492-3326.
JUNE 3 – TBD
JUNE 23 – TBD

Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s
best to call ahead and reserve your order!

A selection of the Green Mountain Sandwiches that we’re
now stocking.

492-3326

Regular hot meals in the crockpot:
Monday – Chili con Carne
Tuesday – Chicken Stew
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2017

if you are interested in making a meal, please
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or
Sally Deinzer at the store
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Gary & Minnie Arthur
Steve Banik & Virgina Gundersen
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem
John & Mary Beerworth
John & Linda Berryhill
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Ludy Biddle
Mark & Kristine Billings
Rich Biziak
Dave & Debbie Blecich
Sheree Bloch
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Richard & Susan Buchanan
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Bruce & Liz Bullock
Bud & Edie Clark
Marilyn Dalick
Scott & Bev Darling
Sally Deinzer
Robert & Carole Dorr
Stan & Louise Duda
Liz Flint
Scott Garren & Heather Shay
Gile Family
Mark & Carol Goodwin
Peter & Pam Grace
Sally Greene
Barry & Barbara Griffith
John & Betty Heitzke
George & Betsy Hinckley
Barbara Hoffman
Carmine Iannace
Dale Janik
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Dick & Judy Keane
David Kennedy
Alfred & Sandra King
Robert & Judith Landon
Rita Lane
Ed & Clare Mangine
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Hull & Taffy Maynard
Lynn McDermott
Michael & Jennifer McDermott
Walter & Mary Nelson
Jeffrey & Constance Noiva
John & Kay O'Dowd
Kerry & John O'Hara
Kenny & Judy Pitts
Russ & Grace Pratt
Roxanne Ramah
Andy & Helen Richards-Peelle
Ridlon Family
Dick & Lillian Rohe
Tom & Donna Ryan
Brian & Patricia Sedaille
Shrewsbury
Historical Society
Library
Outing Club
Volunteer Fire Department
Podge & Martha Sirjane
Bill & Donna Smith
Robert & Sally Snarski
B.J. & Joan Stewart
John C. Stewart, II
Wendy Stewart
Cynthia Thornton
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Liesbeth Van Der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
Lana Vanucchi
Howard & Deborah Weaver
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Nancy & Jim West
Louis & Theresa Williams
Lee Wilson
Winkler Family
Mark & Connie Youngstrom

