BEAVERS ARE DAM IMPORTANT!
Kim Royar, biologist with the Department of Fish and
Wildlife, led a SCC “hike and talk” on BEAVERS on
October 7. Before starting, she shared a bit of the history of beavers in Vermont. Many forms of wildlife such
as moose, otter, mink, fish, amphibians, waterfowl, and
a wide variety of bird species depend on plentiful beavers to provide the habitat they
need to thrive in Vermont. Prior
to European settlement, Native
Americans and wolves were
their primary predators. But
once Europeans arrived with
their craving for coveted beaver
skins for hats, the beaver population plummeted from unregulated trapping. Not only that, but
the settler population skyrocketed from about 3,000 residents in
1760 to 155,000 only 40 years
later. By 1850, Vermont had
gone from 90% forest to less
than 35% as the colonists
cleared the land for sheep, potash, and lumber. Beavers became extinct, as well as many
native wildlife species like the
fisher, marten, wolf, catamount,
deer, turkey, and many others.
Because beavers are keystone specie whose engineering skills create the slow moving dammed ponds
that create habitat for so many other species to survive, Fish and Wildlife reintroduced beaver in the state
in the 1940’s. Their numbers immediately climbed, as
did those of the many animals that depend on the habitat that they created. Today we have a vastly improved
wildlife and diversity compared to the previous 100
years, partially due to the recovery of beavers.
Our three-mile hike began on a VAST trail and after an
energizing climb, revealed a small trail to a series of

five dams and pools nestled at a high elevation between two ridges. The beavers were nearing the end of
their stay in this area, as they had effectively eaten
most of the willow and aspen, their preferred winter
food source. Many muddy slides were evident where
they had engineered logs from high up the slopes
down to their ponds to maintain
their dams and develop a winter
food cache. Eventually they will
search out other areas down or
upstream to build new dams. This
area will fill in with grasses and
gradually more willow and aspen
as well, at which time the beavers
will return and repeat the cycle .
Even though they are fascinating
to learn about and watch, some
people are less charmed by beavers because they chomp down
trees with their razor front teeth,
flood areas with their dams, and
sometimes are not on the same
page as a landowner about how
to engineer the land. They are
“busy as a beaver”, able to build a
35 foot dam in less than a week!
Their dams slow down water flow
to a crawl and can cause increased water levels behind the dams. But there are
benefits; the ponds clean the water and reduce the risk
of downstream flooding. In an effort to maintain these
valuable wetland habitats as well as help mitigate the
problems they create, Fish and Wildlife offers technical
advice for land owners and road crews, and, if feasible,
will install a baffle to lower the water level. The ultimate
goal is to alleviate problems but still enable the beavers
to maintain the wetland habitat and benefits to our wildlife.
Submitted by Louise Duda,
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission

Welcome Back to Shrewsbury Alex Gratiot!
Alex Gratiot, who lived at Spring Lake Ranch from the
1980s through 2003, is moving back to Shrewsbury.
He will be moving
to Mitchell Road.
Old friends and
new
neighbors,
please
welcome
him, and his home
care provider Andrea DiMedio back
to Shrewsbury.

No January 2018 Issue--It’s Vacation Time!
The editors take a “vacation” so there is no January
issue, but we’ll be back with a February 2017 issue.
Happy Holidays! ~~Chryl Martin & Rich Biziak
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Site Visits for Outstanding Permits
The Shrewsbury Listers are out and about Town doing
site visits for people who have outstanding pemits. We
want to alert you to this, as we recently received a
phone call about us turning around in a driveway. (We
had inadvertently passed the property where we had
an appointment). If you have an outstanding permit,
you will receive a phone call from us. We will leave a
message if you are not available to answer the phone.
Sincerely, Sharon Winnicki and Adrienne Raymond.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Alex is known by
many Shrewsbury
friends for his good
nature and interesting conversations.
He has a memory
impairment, so feel
Alex and Andrea DiMedio, his
free to reintroduce
home care provider
yourself even if you
have known him for years. Also, if you should notice
him about Town, or walking in the woods or on the
road without a caregiver, please call 492-8555. Your
help in keeping Alex safe is appreciated.

Shrewsbury Bone Builders on PEG-TV!
The PEG-TV video team recently visited the Shrewsbury Bone Builders for a segment to air in late October.
Thanks from Alex's caregivers,
However, it can be viewed online any time anywhere
Janet Pelletier, Elana Levin, Galen Miller, Kabir Das, with video on demand at www.pegtv.com. The
Gail Havill and Andrea DiMedio Shrewsbury group has been meeting for over 10 years.
It is also recognized for the number of men who attend.
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Oct 27
Oct 28
Oct 29
Oct 29
Oct 30
Oct 31

5:30-7:30pm
9am-12noon
1-3pm
3p-6m
5pm
2:40pm

*Haunted Library at the Shrewsbury Library
*Walk and Talk in the Town forest. For info call Peter Grace 492-3529; rain date Oct 29, 12-3
*Halloween treats and tales at the Historical Society Museum; closes for the season at 3pm
*Concert to benefit Puerto Rico at the Shrewsbury Meeting House
*Aging In Place meeting at the Shrewsbury Church
*Trunk or Treat event sponsored by SMS Pto at Shrewsbury Mountain School

Nov 4
Nov 5
Nov 7
Nov 12
Nov 12
Nov 14
Nov 17
Nov 18
Nov 23

5pm
2am
5:15pm
3pm
4pm
noon
7:30pm
10-11:30am

*Free community supper prepared by the Community Church at the Meeting House
*Daylight Savings Time ends. Don’t forget to “fall back”. Enjoy that extra hour of sleep!
Shrewsbury Conservationn Commission meeting (note change in date)
*”Quilt, The Musical” benefit drama at the Shrewsbury Meeting House 88 Lottery Road
*Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library
*Second Tuesday Lunch Group will meet at the Yellow Deli. See notice for contact information.
*”Woodturning--This Bowl From That Tree” Program by Gerry Martin at the Library
*Lego Club at the Shrewsbury Library
Thanksgiving Day

Dec 2
Dec 2
Dec10

8am-2pm
7pm
4pm

*Sno-Birds snowwmobile course
*Silent Auction and Cookie Swap Holiday Celebration at the Shewsbury Library
*Science Book Club at the Library

*see elsewhere in newsletter for detail
Deadline for submission to
Times of Shrewsbury is by
5:00pm on the 20th
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Local Public Office Notice
Reminder for those interested in standing for local public office.

On a beautiful, warm,
fall day, approximately
40 people gathered at
the Shrewsbury Church
to discuss Aging in
Place in Shrewsbury.
Judy
Emerick
of
Shrewsbury Library and
Rita Lane of the Church welcomed those attending and
spoke briefly of the needs of our senior residents who
want to stay in their homes as long as possible.

Petitions signed by 1% of Shrewsbury registered voters (9 Names) are due to the Town Clerk with consent
forms by 5:00pm December 29, 2017 for a name to
appear on the ballot. Petitions and consent forms may
be obtained from the Town Clerk.
The following local offices will be elected on the March
6, 2018 Annual Town Meeting Ballot:

Judy Emerick, Library Trustee, introduced Judy Pond
of Norwich, Vermont, who is the coordinator and one of
the founders of the Aging in Place Norwich program in
her town. Ms. Pond spoke of the beginning of Norwich's program in 2009 when she, a newly retired English teacher, saw a notice for a meeting to plan for Aging in Place in Norwich. She spoke of Norwich's program as low key and consisting mostly of monthly service days during which volunteers do various jobs for
the elderly who are unable to do them for themselves.
This could be replacing a light bulb in an overhead
light, washing windows, pulling weeds or simply sharing a cup of coffee with someone who needs companionship. Judy Pond read some emails from volunteers
following their service day and it was evident they had
thoroughly enjoyed the time spent with their Senior - it
seems the volunteers received as much as they gave!
A question and answer period followed the presentation and some of the issues on attendees' minds were:
can we do anything about the lack of public transportation in Shrewsbury?

Town Moderator
Town Clerk
Town Treasurer
Selectboard (1)
Auditor 3 year term (1)
Auditor 1 year of 3 year term (1)
Lister (1)
Mill River Unified Union School District Director (1)
Grand Juror
Town Agent
1st Constable
2nd Constable
Collector of Delinquent Taxes
Cemetery Commissioner (1)
Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

•
•
•
•
•

what can be done for those whose homes are not
equipped for Senior living?
do we need senior housing in Shrewsbury?
do Meals on Wheels come to Shrewsbury?
could Pierce's be utilized as a gathering place for
seniors?
what about liability?

The meeting concluded with people being asked to
sign the meeting list with their contact information for
future contact. Coffee, apple cider, and cookies were
served afterwards.

Congratulations Al, Sr.!
At the Vermont League Cities and Towns (VLCT) 50th
Anniversary celebration held at the Killington Resort, Al All those interested in forming a vibrant volunteer
Ridlon Sr. was presented with an award for 50 years of organization to help our Shrewsbury Seniors Age
service to Vermont communities. Al is pictures here In Place are invited to attend the next meeting on
with his wife Ann. Thank you for your service!
Monday, October 30
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
at 5pm
at the Shrewsbury Community Church

New Vermont Game Warden
Tim Carey is the new Game Warden in
Shrewsbury, and he can be reached by calling 492-8292.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017

The meeting will be followed by pizza and salad.
RSVP: Judy Emerick, 492-2228
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On Tuesday, October 31 at 2:40pm, the
Shrewsbury Mountain School PTO is once again
going to celebrate Halloween by holding the ever
popular Trunk or Treat. The children love parading
around the school circle in their costumes and
collecting treats from parents, teachers and other
members of the Shrewsbury community. We
encourage parents and friends to decorate their car
for Trunk or Treat. If you are unable to attend the
festivities but would like to contribute treats
please send it to the school, we will have people
available to pass it out. Please remember that we
have children who have peanut, nut or milk
allergies. The PTO will have some teal pumpkins,
which indicate that there is an allergan free treat
inside. Our Farm to School group will be providing a
local food taste test as part of the festivities this
year as well! If you have any questions
you may contact the school at 492-3435.
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
Selectboard Meeting Minutes September 20, 2017

for those Rutland County Towns applying for Public Assistance Grants for damage incurred during the June 29-July 1
rain events. Shrewsbury incurred additional damage to the
bank of the Cold River in the area of 6804 Cold River Rd.
that will require mitigation in the form of additional bank stabilization and armoring. The Town is qualified to receive a
grant and has made an application for assistance. Currently
the Road Commissioner is gathering necessary permits and
estimates in order to proceed within the circumscribed procedures of FEMA disaster assistance.

Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun,
Selectman; Sharon Winnicki, Chair - Board of Listers; Jamie
Carrara, Road Commissioner; Mark Goodwin, Clerk
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM
by Selectman Potter

Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to
approve the agenda. Modifications: Determination of proposal for FEMA required Archeological Assessment for the
Road Commissioner – Report
4400 Cold River Road Mitigation Grant. Approved
Employment Candidate: Jamie reported that an applicant
Retention of Counsel for Appeal of BCA Findings to Su- for the Road Crew open position has been interviewed and
perior Court of Schmults Lister Grievance Appeal: Be- Jamie anticipates that he will be making an employment ofcause the Town Agent, Barry Griffith cannot represent the fer to him in the next day or two. The Road Commissioner
Town for a property owner’s appeal to the Superior Court reported that the candidate is a qualified CDL driver, who
because of previous participation in the Board of Civil Au- has been working seasonally for a known vendor, who is
thority proceedings, the Town will require to retain legal looking for something more steady and determinable.
counsel for a requested hearing to the Superior Court. Both
the Listers and the BCA, requested of the Selectboard that a Northam Road Culvert: Jamie reported that the culvert on
firm with previous and demonstrated experience in Assess- Northam Rd., just below Mountain School Road, in the viment Appeals before the judiciary be retained. A possible cinity of the Shrewsbury Community Church property access
candidate for this endeavor is the firm of Webber Chapman is having serious integrity issues. Jamie anticipates that he
& Kupferer. Because Barry Griffith is currently unavailable, will need to replace the structure within the next construction
the Listers will be communicating with the BCA to ascertain season. The Road Commissioner anticipates that this will
the availability and process by which Counsel will be re- require a Structures Grant from VTrans including engineertained and what processes will take place in the future in ing and permitting, and a resetting of the anticipated order in
which other scheduled projects will be addressed. The propreparation for possible litigation.
ject will also impact current paving plan, which will be adDog Ordinance Enforcement: Tabled until Bert has had an dressed by working around the area avoiding tearing up any
opportunity to discuss assistance specifics with the Rutland new paving next year when it is anticipated that the culvert
work will commence.
Co. Sheriff.
Open to the Public: No members of the Public were pre- FEMA Event 4330 / 6804 Cold River Road Bank Stabilization: Jamie has received some of the permits for the anticisent at this time.
pated work. He anticipates that he will be able to commence
Excess Weight Permit: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to preliminary work sometime around October 9th, per the
approve the Excess Weight Permit for Catamount Forest Agency of Natural resources. The in-stream work will be alProducts LLC. All required documentation has been re- lowed because of the emergency mitigation aspect of the
ceived. Approved
project.
Archeological Assessment of Cold River Road Mitigation Site: A proposal was received from UVM, via Mark
Youngstrom of Otter Creek Engineering. After a previous
discussion by Bert with Alan Shelvey, and an understanding
that this study was a standard requirement by FEMA in the
awarding of Mitigation Grants, the Selectboard was ready to
move forward with accepting a proposal from one of the entities conducting the archeological assessment. Currently only
one proposal, from UVM, was forwarded to the Selectboard.
The estimated cost is for ~ $4,500.

Culverts and Water Drainage on Gaynor Road: Jamie
Carrara reminded the Selectboard that even on Class 4
Roads the Town must maintain culverts and bridges.

FEMA Disaster 4330: The Road Commissioner and Town
Clerk attended a mandatory meeting of FEMA and VT State
Dept. of Emergency Management representatives at the
District 3 VT DOT facility in Mendon Wednesday August 30

These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Minutes: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the
Minutes of September 6, 2017. Approved

Orders Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve: Road
Commissioner Orders # 9A of September 20, 2017 for
$11,369.97 and Selectboard Orders # 9A of September 20,
2017 for $34,500.95. Approved (Note: Selectboard Orders
Bert moved and Aaron seconded to authorize UVM to con- includes a Garage Bond Payment of $24,000)
duct the Archeological Assessment in preparation for grant
application for the Cold River Road mitigation proposal. Ap- Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:15 PM
proved.
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
Minutes of Selectboard Meeting October 4, 2017

property. Bert supplied him with the minutes of the September 6th Selectboard meeting in which the matter was adPresent at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun,
dressed by the Town Agent.
Selectman; Steven Nicholson; Selectman, Sharon Winnicki,
Chair - Board of Listers; Jamie Carrara, Road Commission- Dog Ordinance Enforcement: Bert reported that he had a
er; Mark Goodwin, Clerk
discussion with the Rutland County Sheriff and that the
Sheriff has agreed to assist the Selectboard with the enMembers of the Public: Russell Reay, Rosemarie & Ernst
forcement of the Shrewsbury Dog Ordinance. The Sheriff
Dobler, Francis McGuiness
will engage in a series of steps that include notifying delinCall to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM quent and non-registered dog owners of their failure to comby Selectman Potter
ply with the Dog Ordinance and if the situation persists to act
as the agent for the Town in collection of the proscribed
Approval of Agenda: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to
fines that may occur.
approve the agenda. Modifications: Presentation by the
Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce postponed till next Retention of Counsel for Appeal of BCA Findings to SuSelectboard Meeting 10/18. Approved
perior Court of Schmults Lister Grievance Appeal: As a
follow up from the previous Selectboard meeting, the Listers
Proposed Timber Harvest Access to Gaynor Rd: Russell
and representatives of the BCA recommended that Gary
Reay requested from the Selectboard permission to make
Kupferer represent the Town in negotiating with the Appelminor modifications to the lower end (VT Rte. 103 end) of
lant and their agent in an out of court settlement in regards
Gaynor Road in order to create and utilize a log landing in
to the appeal of the BCA findings.
anticipation of a timber cut by George Everett Logging on
the Dobler parcel that adjoins that portion of Gaynor Rd. Mr. Bert moved and Aaron seconded to authorize Webber
Reay has obtained the necessary permits from VT AOT for Chapman and Kupferer to represent the Town in proceedingress and egress onto VT Rte. 103. Because Gaynor road ings with the Vermont Superior Court in regards to the apis a Class 4 road, and not regularly maintained by the Road peal of Edward and Diane Schmults’ appeal of the BCA findCommissioner, Mr. Reay wanted to be clear as to what the ings. Approved
expectations are for the minor improvements of Gaynor Rd
Current Use Exemptions: The Listers brought forth for the
and the reclamation of improvements after the logging operSelectboard acknowledgement updates to the Grand List
ation is complete. The improvements indicated are for a
regarding Current Use Exemptions and HS 122 Business
couple of loads of gravel to be utilized in order to even out
exemptions changes. It was noted by the Listers that the
the approach to a VELCO access road that cuts through the
Grand List values were not changing, but those individual
area. It was stated that a concern of the Road Commissionexemption change has impact on the individual tax liability of
er was that the improvements would be minimal such that it
those involved.
would not encourage undesirable and unnecessary traffic on
Gaynor Rd that would exacerbate rutting and erosion. Upon Open to the Public: Betsy Jesser brought forth concerns in
completion it will be necessary to construct a series of water regard to parking and pedestrian traffic around Pierce’s
bars for erosion abatement. Based on the composition of the Store. She indicated there was safety issues that should be
soils it is anticipated that the logging operation will occur addressed. The Selectboard indicated that they will inquire
during the winter and the reclamation will not occur until the with the Road Commissioner if “Pedestrian Crossing” signarea dries in the late spring. Upon completion, Russell Reay age can be installed in order to have traffic come to a stop
will contact the Road Commissioner in order to do an in- for predestinarians crossing the road as well as indicating a
spection for adherence to the conditions specified for ero- need to reduce speed in the area were pedestrians frequent.
sion control.
Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve the minimum Minutes: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the
improvements as proposed and the reclamation to Gaynor Minutes of September 20, 2017. Approved
Rd for the adjacent property owner’s timber harvest. Ap- Orders: Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve:
proved
Road Commissioner Orders # 10 of October 4, 2017 for
2017 Paving Grant: Jamie reported that because in the ex- $2,241.40 and Selectboard Orders # 10 of October 4, 2017
traordinary wet spring the paving contractor is far behind in for $3,836.17. Approved
their schedule. Consequently, Jamie anticipates that the
paving plan for 2017 will most likely be postponed till next Transfer Station Punch Card Drawing: Mike Tarbell’s
year because of the short window of opportunity to accom- name was drawn for a $10 Punch Card
plish the project this fall, prior to inclement weather settling
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:18 PM
in. The Road Commissioner did want to remind the Selectboard to carry over the earmarked funds for the paving proRespectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
ject into 2018.
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the SelectFran McGuiness:Mr. McGuiness was inquiring of the Se- board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
lectboard about a letter from the Selectboard to an adjacent Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but not
property owner regarding the drainage of water onto his content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website
www.shrewsburyvt.org
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Shrewsbury Institute for Agricultural Education
(SAGE) sagevt.wordpress.com
“To live content with small means, to seek elegance
rather than luxury, and refinement rather than fashion,
to be worthy, not respectable, and wealthy, not rich, to
study hard, think quietly, talk gently, act frankly, to listen to stars and birds, babes and sages, with open
heart, to bear all cheerfully, do all bravely, await occasions, hurry never - in a word, to let the spiritual, unbidden and unconscious, grow up through the common. This is to be my symphony.” William Ellery
Channing

October is always a busy month for your Fire Department. For starters, there is the annual Ham Supper,
held this year on October 7. As pictures elsewhere in
the Times (taken by Bob Snarski) show, a wonderful
time was had by all. The first Ham Supper was held in
1952 to raise money for the newly formed Fire Department, and it has been an annual occasion for
Townspeople (and others) to convene and break bread
together ever since. Many thanks to SVFD's wonderful
Auxiliary for running the event, and to all of our neighbors who contributed tasty homemade dishes to complement the ham. Auxiliary President Carly Carrara
reports that 250+ people were served, all leaving satisfied. Thanks again to all.

Our support of local and regional farm to school programs, the Shrewsbury afterschool and garden projects, and the monthly health care share distribution
program at the Vermont Farmers Food Center is ongoing and strong. We work to be a source of strength,
support, and information. As the harvest makes its
way in, we are thankful for this verdant landscape,
SVFD's Annual Meeting was held on October 19. Russ clean waters, and connected community; for our
Carrara agreed and was elected to serve another year health, happiness, and safety.
as our Fire Chief. This will be the eighth year that Russ
With the Vermont Farmers Food Center, and the
has held down this demanding position -- thank Russ
Shrewsbury Historical Society, SAGE has received a
the next time you see him for his dedication and sergrant from the National Endowment for the Humanities
vice! Russ reported the good news that we have not
to develop our Root Words Project. We will be gatherhad any structure fires in Shrewsbury for two years
ing stories about Vermont’s working landscape, the
now -- thanks to all of you for being careful out there.
joys and difficulties of farming on any scale, food acThe Chief advised that SVFD responded to 33 emercess, and the evolution of Vermont communities. If you
gency calls over the past year. Motor vehicle accidents
have a story to tell, please let us know.
are the most common reason. Indeed, a crash on
Route 103 at Lincoln Hill Road had your responders In collaboration with the greater Shrewsbury communiout just hours before the Annual Meeting. Please slow ty, we invite you to a concert fundraiser for the people
of San Salvador, Puerto Rico. Hit hard by Hurricane
down and drive safely!
Maria, this rural mountain community is struggling to
The SVFD is now 65 years old. Traditions build over
recover. On October 29th from 3-6 p.m., please join us
the years. When Peter Cosgrove served as SVFD
at the Shrewsbury Community Church and Meeting
President decades ago, he established an award
House for an afternoon of singing and music. There
(named for him) given at the Annual Meeting to recogwill be an informational session, including a slide show,
nize a department member for dedicated service over
presented by Eric Hangen and Heidie Vasquez Garcia.
the year past. When Bob Snarski served as our Fire
Refreshments to follow. All proceeds will go to PathChief, he added an award (named for him). So many
stone, (pathstone.org), or COSS-Communidad Organiindividuals contribute so much, it is hard to choose just
zada de San Salvador, (youcaring.com/sansalvadorpr).
one. Or two, for that matter. Recognizing that, this year
Call Joan, 492-3550, with questions.
Chief Russ announced that the awards would be comSubmitted by Galen Miller
bined, and bestowed the same on all members of the
Department - a thoughtful gesture acknowledging the
time and efforts of every volunteer firefighter. Thank
Mailbox Beautification Time
you, Chief. Thanks to all.
The USPS kindly asks all Cuttingsville Patrons to
repair broken or missing mailbox doors or red
October is Fire Prevention Month. On Friday morning,
flags. Also, be sure that the height of the mailbox
October 27, members of the Fire Department led by
from the ground to the bottom of the box is 48
Safety Officer Bob Snarski will be visiting the Mountain
inches. Please consider getting a larger mailbox if
School for a presentation to the students. Look forward
you need to repair yours, so that most packages
to a report on that event in the next edition of the
fit inside with your mail. Thank you!
Times. Until then: STAY FIRE SAFE!
Submitted by Patty, Sandy and Buster
Submitted by Barry Griffith
Cuttingsville Post Office
SVFD Secretary/Treasurer
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017
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Sunday, December 10 @ 4 pm: SCIENCE BOOK
CLUB: No Meeting in November. Next book: Red
Queen: Sex and the Evolution of Human Nature by
Matt Ridley. Books will be available at the Library;
please call Joan if the supply has run out; 492-3550.
Wednesday evenings: QUILTERS’ GROUP is taking a
well-deserved rest. Please call Donna Swartz for further information (773-7403) and see our ad in this isTHANKS to everyone who contributed to the ANNUAL sue about the new quilt raffle!
BOOK, BAKE & TAG SALE: all who donated, sorted
and carried out books; all who baked; all who took ta- New Books include:
bles to display their treasures. Although the weather * Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan: An epic novel
set in WWII-era Brooklyn: an impressive departure
was against us, the quality of the books, baked goods
for the author of the innovative A Visit from the Goon
and tagged items was wonderful this year. Having to
Squad, which won the Pulitzer Prize.
move the bake and tag sales indoors turned out to be
a bonus, making the main room and the meeting room * Nomadland: Surviving America in the 21st Century
by Jessica Bruder: A report on the many middleinto cheery gathering places. Thanks to DONNA and
aged people who have pulled up stakes and taken to
LISA, and the fund-raising committee for great organithe road in RVs.
zation!
* A Column of Fire by Ken Follett: the last in his popular trilogy set in the Middle Ages, by the author of PilTHANKS to JUDY EMERICK for organizing the Introlar of Fire: An engrossing heavyweight.
duction to Aging-in-Place (A-I-P) program in cooperation with RITA LANE of Shrewsbury Community * Draft No. 4: On the Writing Process by master nonfiction writer John McPhee.
Church. Please see Judy’s article elsewhere in this issue of The Times, and put the next A-I-P program (for * Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng: A thoughtprovoking novel about class and ethnic tensions in a
brainstorming) on your calendar for Monday, October
comfortable suburb.
30 at 5:30 p.m. at the Church.
* The Faraway Brothers: Two Young Migrants and the
Making of an American Life by Lauren Markham: An
THANKS to SCOTT GARREN and HEATHER SHAY
intimate, perceptive look at the current immigrant
for their fine program on their recent trip to Cuba. Well
experience.
organized, well-informed, and engaging, Scott and
*
This Blessed Earth: A Year in the Life of an AmeriHeather’s presentation took the audience on a journey
can Farm by Ted Genoways: A compelling portrait of
to an intriguing, little-known Caribbean neighbor we all
struggles and satisfactions on a Nebraska farm.
wanted to visit.
New DVDs include:
Coming Events:
Sunday, October 29 @ 3 pm: SHREWSBURY VT to * This Is Us: Season 1: The acclaimed family series.
SAN SALVADOR PR: A CONCERT for PUERTO * Veep: Season 1: The timely political series, starring
Julia Dreyfuss.
RICO: Please see GRACE Brigham and GALEN
MILLER’S ad in this issue of The Times. (Not a Library
program, but a coming event I hope everyone will at	
  
tend!)
Le go Clu b
Friday, November 17 @ 7:30 pm: GERRY MARTIN will
present “WOODTURNING--THIS BOWL FrROM
THATTREE?” Gerry shows how he makes beautiful
wooden bowls to use and admire. Free: Please come
early to be sure of a seat!
Continuing Programs:
Sunday, November 19 @ 4 pm: FAMOUS BOOKS
BOOK CLUB: Next Book:The Spy Who Came In From
the Cold by John Le Carre: The classic spy novel of
the Cold War period that made the retired MI5 agent’s
career. Books are available in the library; please call
Joan (492-3550) if the supply has run out.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017
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at	
  the	
  Shrewsbury	
  Library	
  
Saturday,	
  November	
  18	
  
10:00-‐11:30am	
  
All	
  school	
  age	
  children	
  are	
  welcome.	
  
Younger	
  children	
  are	
  also	
  welcome	
  	
  
when	
  accompanied	
  b y	
  a	
  parent.	
  
	
  	
  
Come,	
  discover,	
  explore	
  and	
  create	
  with	
  Legos.	
  
	
  	
  
Questions?	
  	
  Please	
  call:	
  
Doris	
  Perry	
  492-‐3440,	
  Linda	
  Olney	
  492-‐3513	
  
Carol	
  Goodwin	
  747-‐0192	
  

Book Reviews from the Library—
Book lovers! Please share your book
reviews by writing them in the journals
kept at the front desk at the Library or emailing them to maplesugar@comcast.net
Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick

!!
enough
controversy for him; the concept of sudden
spurts of change was way beyond what he was prepared to think about.” The evolution of the horse was
not linear—not one thing and then the next thing, but
many different things and all at the same time!

The book describes cave drawings in the world—in
France’s Pyrenees, in the Ural Mountains of Russia,
and in Spain’s Basque country, to name a few. The
horses wander over the cave walls in small bands.
Some drawings are crude stick figures—but other IceAge artists show an impressive quality and understanding of animal behavior. The exquisite horses are
always depicted as peace-loving and angelic, always
The Horse
graceful and alongside depictions of mammoths and
The Epic History of Our Noble Companion
Woolly rhinoceros. In the famed Chauret cave in
by Wendy Williams
France, there exists a masterpiece of the Pleistocene
★★★★★
After reading this book, I won’t look at a horse again as horses that appear to be alive when tallow-lamp light
a compliant, beautiful beast waiting to do our bidding. flickered over their images creates the illusion of
They are so much more. In our world, most people un- movement.
derestimate the mind of the horse to a shocking deThere was an epic disaster, similar to Vesuvius, that
gree. The author tells the remarkable story with a very
killed all life. The same tiny glass shards that killed all
readable narrative.
the animals also preserved them. “Ashfall” is a NationHorses first appeared 56 million years ago. They were al Natural Landmark open to visitors, and it is a treasforever evolving in response to a changing planet. One ure trove of fossils. The preservation is so spectacular,
species of horse had two different kinds of feet! The it is likened to a gift from the Gods. At Ashfall, about 14
“dawn horses” of the Eocene epoch (ended 34 million million years ago, at least 20 different horse species
years ago) had four toes and were the size of a poo- roamed in Nebraska.
dle. Horses and rabbits looked quite similar during the
So, picture horses grazing in a grass-covered plain in
Eocene!
what’s now Nebraska, alongside hump-free camels,
One-toed and three-toed horses existed at the same saber-toothed deer, strange rhinoceroses, several
time. Walking over slippery volcanic ash, they used a species of dogs, elegant cranes, and long-tailed secre“walking gallop” gait to be able to keep three legs on tary birds. Twelve million years later, in 1971, this site
the ground at all times (tripod) so that they didn’t fall was discovered by paleontologist Mike Voorhies and
down. They also used their side toes as grippers to geologist Jane Voorhies on a walk through the area.
stabilize themselves.
One more fact about horses that I didn’t know: Despite
After 56 million years of evolution, something hap- their ability to flourish on some of the harshest vegetapened—some kind of perfect storm occurred, and the tion, horses never evolved the ability to eat acorns.
horse became extinct. When Europeans first sailed And they never evolved the instinct not to eat them.
into the Western Hemisphere, there were no horses to When it comes to acorns, horses just cannot help
be found. Not in North America or in South America; themselves. They love acorns. The tannins and other
not on the plains or in the mountains. For quite a while, toxins in acorns overwhelm the horse’s kidneys, which
horses were absent from Europe. Then, there were then shut down. The horse becomes lethargic and delots of horses, and this time, they were much larger hydrated. He eventually dies. There is no cure. In Britand horse-like, even though they still had three toes. ain’s New Forest National Park, the people protect the
Then, finally, one-toed horses showed up in great horses by releasing pigs into the woodlands when the
abundance. The evolution of horses flew in the face of acorns begin to fall. Pigs love acorns as much as
logic. There was no continuity over time. They ap- horses do, and they can eat all they want without getpeared and disappeared in Europe with a “now-you- ting sick. “Local folk annually release several hundred
see-‘em, now you don’t” abruptness. Even the great pigs to clean up the acorns before the horses can get
Darwin was perplexed because when they reappeared to them. This partnership in the New Forest has existafter long absences of millions of years, they ed for at least a thousand years.”
were different. “In Darwin’s society, the fact that he
Sorry for the long review---just too much good inforwas claiming that life changed in a world that most
mation to share!
other people believed to be completely static was
Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick
★★★★★
★★★★
★★★
★★
★

Fantastic!
Compelling, page-turner
Enjoyable
Just O.K.
Not recommended

Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017

11

and costumes from the Halloween Parades are collected in a special album.
Come visit the Museum Sunday, October 29, from 13pm for Halloween true tales and treats!
Submitted by Grace Brigham

Halloween Past Memories
At the Historical Society’s meeting on October 17,
those gathered recalled Halloween experiences of their
youth.
In the early seventies, George Richards urged us to
participate in Rutland’s Halloween Parade. Art teachShrewsbury’s Halloween Whale
er Kathy Staley mobilized the school to create
Between 1975-1980 Shrewsbury Mountain School had Shrewsbury’s first prize-winning entry.
been awarded six trophies for participating in Rutland's
famous Halloween Parade. Sculptor, art teacher and Ruth Winkler - told us that in Hempstead, Long Island,
then third grade teacher, Kathy Staley, was the mas- NY, Halloween was mischief night. Trick or treats
termind who had been behind those historic entries wasn’t a custom. Instead, at Thanksgiving time, folks
with the enthusiastic support of principal, Sally dressed up as hoboes and went begging "Anything for
O'Doherty.
Thanksgiving?" hoping to fill their pillowcases with oranges and pennies.
In the fall of 1997 few people knew of the trophies
when 4th grader Zach Stevens inquired why we didn't Tim Vile’s - childhood home was in the outskirts of
do that any more. His mother, Rosie, had told him Essex. Slim pickings for trick or treat unless the kids
about Shrewsbury's amazing floats and costumes in visited the neighborhoods around IBM.
those olden days before he was born.
Margaret Field - remembers going house to house in
Zak’s inquiry led to the creation of a 30' bowhead Cuttingsville, where Mrs. Capron (currently the Butlers)
whale, "swimming" on an ocean of colorful sea crea- invited everyone in to show off their costumes. Margatures. The whale was accompanied by children and ret also recalled washing soap off certain windows afadults cleverly disguised as endangered and extinct ter "cabbage night".
species. They carried the message: "Endangered is
just a step away from . . . EXTINCT". Shrewsbury John Elwert - who grew up in Rutland appreciatively
Mountain School was awarded the runner-up trophy for remembers special popcorn balls that Mrs. Seward
MOST CREATIVE entry, and Zack and Tyler Stevens made for Halloween.
accepted it on behalf of the school.
Grace Korzun - related the difficulty of trick or treating
Inside the whale one could see its ingenious and inex- in the country. Hard to help UNICEF, unless someone
pensive construction of saplings, baling twine and used drove the kids to scattered houses. Some folks drove
chicken wire, with old sheets fastened to the outside. to better plunder in Wallingford or Rutland.
There were also four hard-working fellows animating
its majestic final swim: Jock Elwert, piloting, Nathaniel There were school parties over the years with games
Elwert providing whale sounds with a tape recorder, and scavenger hunts in the dark. The Town Hall had
Jason Smith and Tiernan Martin activating the spouting wonderful Halloween gatherings.
apparatus which delighted and amazed the crowd. All
Submitted by Grace Brigham
this supported by John Elwert’s blue pick up truck.
All this priceless community effort was set in motion by
Zach Stevens….and, as a 2017 post script: it's fitting
that Zack Stevens, who manages the Rutland Area
Food Co-Op, works on Wales (whale's) Street!
It is now the 20th anniversary of Shrewsbury’s Halloween whale, and photos of all the extraordinary floats
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017
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Bone Builders
9-10am
Every Tuesday and Thursday
at the Meeting House on Lottery Road

Free weights and Instruction
Join us to improve your
Bones, Balance, and Strength

Shrewsbury Progressive Party Caucus
Over the last couple of years I have discovered how
little people know about the way our political parties
are structured and the potential role of citizens within
this structure. By explaining more fully about the structure of the SPP committee, my hope is to encourage
people to think about how all the political parties work
and what role they could play as citizens in their party
of choice. I don't think many people fully understand
that citizen influence on their party of choice begins at
the Town level. My hope is to help educate how these
complicated systems work and how we, as citizens,
can play a very influential role in them if we choose to.
A group of Shrewsbury residents held a Progressive
party caucus in October for the purpose of forming a
new Shrewsbury Progressive Town party. Robin
Chesnut-Tangerman,
Progressive
Representative
serving Rutland-Bennington provided information
about the Party’s history in Vermont and its current role
in the Vermont state political system. After discussion
of VT Progressive party platform and principles, all
present declared themselves members of the Shrewsbury Progressive Town committee. The following officers were elected: Barbara Hoffman, chair; Larry Williams, vice chair; Scott Darling, treasurer; Laura Black,
secretary. Scott Darling and Barbara Hoffman were
elected as delegates to the county committee. Four
more members has since volunteered to be delegates
filling six of the eight delegate positions Shrewsbury is
allowed. The Rutland County Progressive Party Caucus held a reorganization meeting on October 26 with
Lt. Governor David Zuckerman and Robin ChesnutTangerman speaking. Officers and delegates to the
state Vermont Progressive Party Committee were also
elected.
Shrewsbury Progressive Party
Town Committee Meeting
Wednesday, November 15 at 7pm
Shrewsbury Meeting House in Shrewsbury Center
ANYONE is welcome to attend to learn more about this
newly established committee. For more information,
call Barbara Hoffman at 492-3532 or email her at barbarajean2468@gmail.com.
Submitted by Barbara Hoffman
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Second Tuesday Lunch Group
The Lunch Group will meet at noon on Tuesday, November 14, at the Yellow Deli on Center Street in Rutland. They have great sandwiches and soups. Please
call Doris Perry (492-3440) or Carolee Ferguson (7736754) to let us know if you are coming, have questions,
or if in a need of a ride.
Submitted by Doris Perry
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017
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Flutterby’s Visit Shrewsbury
It wasn’t the foliage that brought them and they didn’t
come by car or tour bus either but they were tourists.
About three dozen arrived at our house around September 25 and were gone two days later after feeding
on our fall garden flowers. I’m sure they were feeding
at every garden in Town for this period and then abruptly left heading south to winter quarters in the
Southwest and Northern Mexico.
Heather Ewing, Lisa Thornton,, and Molly Elvin
of the VT Invasive Team

The Painted Lady
butterfly is not
cold tolerant in
any form so, like
the
Monarch,
must
migrate
spring and fall to
live in warmer climates. Apparently, the arriving
population
of
Painted
Lady’s
this Spring allowed for two generations to be created and made for
a huge migrating population this fall. They are the
world’s most widespread butterfly and life must have
been “good” for them this year if migration size is any
indication. Radar at the Denver airport measured a
cloud of them 70 miles wide one evening.

Invasive Plant Removal
Kudos to Forest, Parks and Recreation’s Vermont Invasive Team for continuing to help our Town eliminate
Invasive Plants. Remember seeing black plastic along
the CCC Road covering and killing invasives that totally overpower and kill native reeds? The plastic is
gone, so are the phragmites, and now native trees and
shrubs have been planted to take its place. Check it
out next time you drive by! Come be part of Shrewsbury’s invasive removal team next season! Look for
info in next year’s TIMES, Front Porch Forum, and
Town-wide email! Submitted by Louise Duda

A single butterfly, no matter how colorful, is a site to
behold and three dozen flitting around right by the back
door for several days certainly added a touch of color
to our fall landscape.
Submitted by Gary Salmon

Ready for Dinner
The Winkler’s fields were recently bush-hogged which
disturbed and exposed all the homes of the little animals according to Ruth Winkler. She says it has created a buffet table for birds of prey, and this Red-Tailed
Hawk has frequently been seen on his lookout perch at
the edge of the field Photographed by Brian Winkler
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017

Artistic Apples
Here are my new kitchen pals! Or New friends! They
taste good too! The rest are in a pan being made into
applesauce. The apples are many varieties I collected.
They would be great cider too. But there are only a few
quarts pot full. Thoughts and Photo by Lavinia Seide
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St. Mary’s Parishioners’ Reunion
On December 30th of this year, it will be 10 years
since the beloved little white Catholic church on the hill
in Mount Holly named St. Mary’s burned down to the
ground. In commemoration of this event, several parishioners from Shrewsbury and Mount Holly planned a
reunion of former parishioners at this site on Sept. 23,
whilst the weather was still pleasant.

If you Want to Know—
Ask a Mountain School Fifth Grader
I just spent a day at the “Science at the Hatchery/Conservation Field Days” with 150 fifth graders
from several area schools. They all came to the Eisenhower Fish Hatchery in Holden to increase their
awareness about the natural resources they share
Vermont with. Two of the classes visiting my “forests”
station were all the fifth graders from the Shrewsbury
Father Thomas Mosher of the Church of Annunciation Mountain School. What a treat it is to talk to your
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Ludlow, kindly said this neighbors about leaves and forests and how important
special Mass with approximately 40 former parishion- they are. AND I LEARNED A LOT!!!!!!
ers attending. Everyone brought their own chairs and a
dish to share at the celebration afterwards. This site So if you need tree leaf information this fall a fifth
has been taken care of with mowing and plowing since grader can tell you: why and how leaves change color;
the tragic event. Added to this site at that time was an how to tell the difference between Red and Sugar Maeight-foot wooden cross handmade by Shrewsbury’s ple leaves; why leaves are important to prevent soil
Arthur Krueger and a wood bench, inscribed with an erosion; how leaves help trout streams stay cool; what
outline of the church building, showing the dates of its sorts of creatures live and hide in fresh fallen leaf piles
beginning and its end, handmade by B-J Stewart.
in the forest each fall; which squirrel makes leaf nests
Submitted by Ruth Winkler in the tree tops; at least two kinds of birds that love to
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
eat and feed caterpillars from leaves to their babies
each spring; and name at least one insect and disease
Lake Champlain Water Quality Town Hall Meeting
that doesn’t hurt the tree but does change the look of
A Town Hall Meeting will be held at the Paramount the leaf to make it “cool”.
Theater in Rutland on November 8 at 6:30pm as a follow up to VT PBS series concerning Lake Champlain
water quality. To register, go the following website: go.vermontpbs.org/ WaterRutland.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Green Mountain Club
Killington Section Hikes
•

•
•

•

Nov 4, Saturday, 9am: “Put the Trail to Bed” Work
Party – LT/AT Herb Ogden 293-2510, Wayne Krevetski 282-2237 Join us for our last-of-the-season
work party. Bring lunch, water and work gloves.
Tools provided.
Nov 11, Saturday, 10am: Mystery Hike Location to
be determined, a safe hunting season hike.
Nov 19, Sunday, 1pm: Annual Fall Potluck Sue
Thomas 773-2185, our annual hunting season tradition. Bring a place setting and a dish to share.
Slide program after the meal. All are welcome!
Dec 2, Saturday, 10am: Merck Forest, Rupert Larry Walter and Vivian Bebee 775-3855 We will begin
by hiking to the newly-renovated Clark’s Clearing
Cabin and then decide where to go from there.
Moderate, 4 miles.

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY
Is online at the town website at

www.shrewsburyvt.org
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What’s eating these leaves?
Ask a fifth grader, or the Tree Warden!

Just think if time had allowed us to talk about winterizing your trees this fall. In a few minutes of listening our
Mountain School fifth graders could have reminded us
about: watering your young planted trees once a week
until “freeze up”; mulching to help reduce root freezing
this winter; wrapping thin skinned young trees on sunny sites to help avoid frost cracks and sun scald; not
leaving brush piles near trees and mowing the grass to
avoid mice and voles eating young bark during the winter; and even wrapping burlap around young evergreens on windy sites to avoid wind desiccation (severe needle browning). It is a beautiful world we live in
and good information is only good if it is shared with
people that need it. SO ASK A FIFTH GRADER!!!!!
IT’S COOL.
Submitted by Gary Salmon
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“SHREWSBERRIES” PARTICIPATE IN THE
RUTLAND AREA CHORUS PERFORMANCE OF HANDEL’S MESSIAH
At the two performances of the Christmas portion of George Frideric Handel’s Messiah on December 4, 2016 by
the Rutland Area Chorus at the Grace Congregational Church in Rutland, the Town of Shrewsbury was well represented. Of the 118 chorus members; 17 singers, or 14% of the total chorus was from Shrewsbury! As you can
see from the accompanying picture our group included both young and “mature” singers.

From left to right: Back row - Vickey Gillhouse, Seamus Martin, Avery Martin. Dr. Howard Weaver, Rich Biziak,
Roxanne Ramah, Kristi Bragg, Scott Garren, Ann Vanneman, Marjorie Pierce, and Marilyn Dalick, Front row
Manolo Zelkin, Weezie Duda, Cynthia Thornton, Carol Goodwin, and Jo Fretz.
This year, a few of the “Shrewsberries” were participating for the first time, but
many were seasoned veterans. In fact, our Town’s Tree Warden, Gary Salmon,
(pictured at right) has been singing with the Rutland Area Chorus production of
Messiah for about 44 years! For approximately 12 of those years he’s been
helping coordinate the event as well as being a lead member of the Bass section. Gary probably knows the Messiah so well that he could sing most of it
without looking at his music book!
I was one of the Shrewsbury contingent that participated for the first time, and
found it to be a wonderful and positive experience in so many ways that I eagerly look forward to when the Rutland Area Chorus will again sing Messiah on
Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 3:30 and 7pm. Once-a-week rehearsals will start
on Sunday, November 5 from 2 - 4pm, and a dress rehearsal will take place on
Saturday, December 2 from 12:30 - 2:45pm. For more information, please go to
the Grace Church website, www.gracechurchvt.org, and click on the Music Ministry tab. We have a large number of talented singers in our Town; let’s have a significantly larger number participating this year!
Article by Rich Biziak
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The Shrewsbury Community Church

Community Church Calendar:
Nov 4 @ 5pm: Italian Night Free Supper
Nov 5 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s
Program. Worship Service & Holy Communion led
by Rev. Bob Boutwell at the Shrewsbury Center
Church and Meeting House.

Compiled by Sue Ransom-Kelley

Nov 12 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s
Program. Worship Service led by Donna Smith.
11:30 Annual Meeting and Luncheon.

Do You Have a Child Who Would like Social Time
on Sunday Morning?
The Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program is in Session! If you have a child who would like to participate
all are welcome. We will have two classes this year
Preschool Ages 1-5 and 1st grade through 3rd grade
class. Contact Allison Stone 352-5189 or Anissa Park
259-2564 for Preschool and Lynette Over 775-0853 for
1st grade-3rd grade. Please consider joining us at
10:30am-12pm Sundays at the Shrewsbury Center
Community Church and Meeting House Upstairs in the
Children’s Rooms. We will have story time, crafts, activities and snacks. All are welcome to be part of this
program. We also welcome parent participation

Nov 13 @ 12:00 noon: Prayer Shawl Group @ the
home of Roxanne Ramah. Bring a bag lunch, knit
and enjoy the fellowship. All are welcome. Dessert
and drinks provided. Call Roxanne to let her know if
you can come 492-3675.
Nov 19 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s
Program. Worship Service led by Rev. Bob
Boutwell.
Nov 26 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s
Program. Worship Service led by Betsy Miller.

Free Community Supper
Shrewsbury Meeting House
November 4 @ 5pm
All are Invited!
Italian Night Supper with Spaghetti, Meatballs, Chicken
Parmesan, Salad, Bread and Scrumptious Desserts!
Hosted by Shrewsbury Youth Group Alumni. Free Will
Offering for our Mission Project. Funds will be used to
buy basic necessities for Children in Shrewsbury. Eat
in or Take Out Have a neighbor who can’t get out? Let
us know and we will make a dinner to deliver to them!

A sincere thank you to our string trio: Roxanne Ramah, Kristi
Bragg and Linda Kulas! They graced the Northam Church
We continue to plan for our Community Sharing Prowith special music during a service in August. What a treat!

ject which will provide gift cards for basic necessities
such as; winter boots, coats and clothing for children in
Shrewsbury to be distributed during the holiday season, our ability to provide gift cards is dependent solely
upon donations. Donations will be collected at our next
supper and by mail payable to Shrewsbury Community
Church in care of Sue Kelley PO Box 366 Cuttingsville,
VT 05738. Call Sue for details 779-5241.
Time to Stock the Food Shelf
Fall is upon us and Winter is just around the corner.
What happens at this time of year you ask? It’s time to
stock the food shelf! If you are able to donate a nonperishable food item please bring it to the Shrewsbury
Community Church on Sundays between 9am and
12pm
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF
At the Library in the front entry way.
All are Welcome to Help Yourself
anytime the Library is open.
Community Needs
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 7795241 or Donna Smith 492-3367. Community Helping
Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna
Smith 492-3367 Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578,
Roxanne Ramah 492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318
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MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
Having missed the October issue of the Times, there is comprises five school buildings all of which age and
an overabundance of news to pass along. Settle into a require care and maintenance. As we humans have
comfortable chair and let’s begin ….
yet to create structures and machinery which operate
flawlessly forever, there comes a time when boilers,
Sixth Grade Trip
roofs, electrical, heating and septic systems need to be
If you are a parent of a sixth grader you have heard all updated or replaced. The buildings and grounds comabout their late September, three-day trip to the Lake mittee is reviewing the list of upgrades (this could be
George area. The sixth graders from our four district upwards of $5 million) and setting priorities. We have
elementary schools packed their bags and back packs not set an amount for the bond, we will be looking at
and headed to Camp Chingachgook (try saying that the impact upon tax rates and our responsibility to
three times quickly). Located on Lake George, Camp maintain the buildings for the district. We will have
Chingachgook is a YMCA camp which serves over more about this and will keep you fully appraised.
6,000 school children during the school year. Last year
the staff of the district realizing the transition for sixth Sixth Grade Move
graders coming to Mill River can be stressful, put to- The school board looked at the future of our students
gether a plan which during this school year will bring and began a preliminary (a very preliminary) discustogether the current sixth graders from all four schools sion about moving the sixth grades to Mill River. This is
to start building friendships, with emphasis on coopera- an idea which has been talked about for several years.
tion, team building and leadership. The three days at The school board wants to be clear NO decision has
Camp Chingachgook was the first of four events been made and no decision will be made until many
throughout the year which will bring together our sixth more discussions which will include getting input from
graders. At the camp students participated in team the four towns. We have reviewed and will share data
building activities, they challenged themselves on the supporting and not supporting such a move. There will
ropes course, learned survival skills and did some meetings in each Town to provide information, answer
boating. By all accounts it was a great success, par- questions and get input. If a decision to bring the sixth
ents are reporting their sixth graders were still talking grades to Mill River is to be made the change would
about the adventure weeks after it occurred.
not happen until fall of 2019; two years from now.
Some people have wondered why are we talking about
Oh the Start of Budget Writing Season!
this when our elementary schools are doing well. BeThe school board’s finance committee held its first cause we want to explore opportunities for our stubudget meeting in early October. Looking ahead to dents to do even better. If you want to read more about
next year’s budget, we see a stable student census. this; a summary of research regarding combing sixth,
The district’s focus will be directed at fine tuning our seventh and eighth grades, read comments from our
efforts of the previous two years. Despite our best in- sixth grade teachers and principals go to
tentions, there will be pressures upon the budget. http://millriverschools.org/mruusd-boardWages for both support staff and teachers will in- documents/mruusd-minutes/ and look under board
crease. Currently, the board and support staff have just minutes for 10/4/17.
agreed to a new contract and negotiations continue
with the teachers. Health insurance costs will also be Personal Learning Plans
increasing. We will not be surprised if our governor and A big change is happening throughout our district; our
legislature continue to look for ways to reduce the students are learning how to become actively involved
state’s commitment to education funding. Despite the- in planning their learning in anticipation of their high
se pressures, the committee asked our administrators school graduation. Though required for the fifth grade
to draft a level funded budget. So we wait to see the onward, students in our lower grades are also becomnumbers of the first draft. If we believe the cuts, to ing actively involved in developing their Personal
compensate for the above impacts, will have a signifi- Learning Plans or PLP. This is not the hot new movecant negative impact for our students we will have to ment of the moment which will fade from view in a few
consider increases. As with every year this will be a short years. Mandated by the state, its emphasis is to
balancing act.
have students become fully involved in planning their
future. PLPs allow for a variety of learning. For our
Bond Issue
high school students, they can take traditional courses,
And while discussing money, the finance committee take classes at CCV and Castleton University, particialso had its first discussion regarding a possible bond pate in internships, attend Stafford Tech, or design a
for the district. Remember we are a district now which learning experience customized to their goals. As this
Times of Shrewsbury ~ 2017
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article is being written, parent - teacher conferences
are occurring this week, except the conferences come
with a new name: student - parent - teacher conferences. With the shift to emphasizing student planned
learning, many students (yes elementary students also) will be leading the conference showing their parents their learning plan, what they have achieved and
what is before them. It is about assuming responsibility
for their learning. Staff report it is exciting to see students taking ownership and leading these conferences
using their PLPs.
Negotiations Update
The Board is happy to report that we have a tentative
district-wide Support Staff contract resulting from our
recent mediation which took place in early October.
We think both the Board and Association felt that they
were treated fairly by the other side and are satisfied
with the final agreement. The details will be available
next month, after both sides have approved the final
copy. Negotiations with the Teachers’ Association
have advanced to fact finding. We have submitted our
proposal to a neutral Fact-Finder, Ira Lobel, and hope
to receive his report by the end of October. We are
sure we will have more to report in next month’s
Times.
Submitted by Andy Richards-Peelle and
Adrienne Raymond

Quilt Raffle
The Shrewsbury Library Quilters are excited to have
another quilt creation to raffle. Several in our group
pieced a different row, and we have assembled them
into a beautiful quilt. We hope you will enjoy it. Tickets
are on sale at the Library and Pierce's Store: $5 for
one chance or $25 for 6 chances. The drawing will be
at the December 2 Silent Auction/Cookie Swap.
Submitted by Donna Swartz
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Dictionaries from the Rotary Club
Wallingford Rotary Club participates in Project Dictionary, providing personal books to area third graders each fall. Shrewsbury Mountain School third
graders received and showed off their new books
on a beautiful October day. Barry Griffith made the
presentation on behalf of the Wallingford Rotary
Club.
Submitted by Barry Griffith

Order forms available at Pierce’s and Shrewsbury Mountain School
Deadline to place an order is November 8
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FOR SALE:
KAWASAKI ATV 2008 GREEN
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400 hours

$5,300 O.B.O.

Call Jim:

802-492-3038

%&'()*$
Donation
Time!
The Times is mailed to all residents of
Shrewsbury and is also available online
on the Town website. The cost of printing
and mailing is made possible through advertising and your donations. Donors are
recognized for the remainder of the calendar year in which their donation is received. However, if you contribute between now and the end of this calendar
year, you will be recognized for the remainder of this year and all of next year!
You determine the amount--any and all
donations are appreciated! –The Editors
Snowmobile Safety Course
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds will
hold a Snowmobile Safety
Course on Saturday, December 2, 2017, at Hillside Services in Cuttingsville from 8am-2pm. In order to operate a snowmobile on VAST trails, the
course is required for anyone who was
born after July 1, 1983. For more information call Dave Blecich at 492-3782.

Got your shovel
ready?!

Help Wanted
Good opportunity for young personM/F (after school) or weekends.
Christmas is coming and I need to
build some new fence, cut brush, do
some painting, etc. Wreath making
starts Nov 1, and Christmas tree season starts at Thanksgiving. Attitude,
work ethic, and willingness to learn
are much more important than current skills. Non-smoking. Call Russell
Reay
at
492-3323
or
email
at russreay@vermontel.net
97 Stewart Lane
Cuttingsville, VT 05738
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Vermont Health Connect’s 2018 Open Enrollment
Runs November 1 - December 15
Early deadline highlights the importance of planning ahead
and acting quickly. The start of 2018 Open Enrollment for
Vermont Health Connect (VHC is November 1-Dec 15. It is
the state’s health insurance marketplace. This year, Open
Enrollment will run from November 1 to December 15, which
is shorter than in past years. Members will have a start date
of January 1, 2018.
Open Enrollment is the annual period when new applicants
can use the marketplace to sign up for health and dental
plans for the coming year. It is also the time that existing
members have the option to change plans. Existing members who want to stay in the same plan can simply continue
to pay their bills on time and will automatically be renewed
into the 2018 version of their current plan.
Vermonters who qualify for subsidies can sign up with Vermont Health Connect either online, by phone, or with one of
more than 150 in-person assisters located across the state.
Vermonters who don’t qualify for subsidies can streamline
the process by direct enrolling with Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Vermont (BCBSVT) or MVP Health Care
(MVP) and establishing a single point of contact with
their insurance carrier.

and confirm a qualified health plan December 26th – Due
date to pay January 2018 premiums.
http://info.healthconnect.vermont.gov/ Share this news or,
www.facebook.com/VermontHealthConnect/ ReTweet this
news: https://twitter.com/vthealthconnect
Vermont Health Connect
Do you need health insurance? Vermont Health Connect's
Open Enrollment period runs November 1 through December 15, 2017—and if you don't have health insurance, or
would like to make a change to your existing health plan,
Open Enrollment is the time to do it. Depending on your income, you may also qualify for significant reductions to your
health insurance premiums and/or out-of-pocket costs,
meaning that you can sign up for great health care that won’t
break the bank. Not sure what plan is best for you? Try the
Plan
Comparison
Tool,
available
at:
http://info.healthconnect.vermont.gov/tax_credit_calculator.
There are three ways to enroll: visit Vermont Health Connect
online at vermonthealthconnect.gov, call them at 855-8999600, or visit an in- person assister. Just be sure to confirm
your plan before December 15!

Most Vermonters will find 24 options for qualified
health plans – including four new bronze plans – from
BCBSVT and MVP, as well as dental plans from
Northeast Delta Dental (NEDD). Vermonters who are
under 30 years old have the option of choosing a catastrophic plan from either carrier in addition to the 24
other options.
More than three-quarters of Vermont Health Connect
members find that they qualify for subsidies to lower
the cost of insurance, with the typical individual expected to receive $395 per month toward the 2018
insurance plan of their choice. For most uninsured
Vermonters, it is cheaper to buy health insurance and
gain health care than to pay the federal fee for being
uninsured and still risk the immense costs that can
come from an accident or unexpected illness.
Vermonters who miss the December 15th deadline
could have to wait until January 2019 to start health
coverage, although those who qualify for Medicaid can
sign up throughout the year and those who qualify for
a Special Enrollment Period generally have 60 days to
sign up.
First day to sign up for 2018 health coverage November 9th – Open Enrollment webinars with
Department of Vermont Health Access staff and representatives from all three insurance carriers (recordings will then be posted online) – see options and sign
up
http://info.healthconnect.vermont.gov/events/month/20
17-11
December 15th – Last day for individuals to sign up
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Pierce’s Store needs you!:
You’ve heard that before and here I am saying it again.
buryvt.org
OF We really need your assistance at the store.
you to shop more at the store and we
BURYYes, we need
also need your volunteer time.

Notice: We will be open Thanksgiving
morning, Nov. 23, from 8 until noon.

Hot Soups & November Dates
Creole lentil 1, 12, 24, 30
French vegetable with kale 2, 13, 25
Cream of mushroom 3, 14, 26
Sweet potato 4
Chicken gumbo 5,16
Split pea 6, 17
Minestrone 7, 18
Butternut squash 8, 19
Tuscan white bean 9, 21
If we can fill 10 hours a week at the register with volun- Yucatan chicken 10, 22, 28
teers instead of a paid employee, we will save $6,000 Potato leek 11, 29
a year. If we achieve that, it will go a long way toward Borscht 15, 27
putting
the store on a sustainable path in the future.
Mexican corn & cabbage with chicken 20
Pierce’s Store Seafood Pre-Orders
Availability
posted
late
Monday
We can use help in several aspects of the business, Specialty Wednesday Pizza Varieties
Pre-Order by 5pm Tuesday
but the Delivery
most critical
wayafternoon
to help us financially is at the Nov 1 – Julia Child’s marinara, pancetta & mozzarella
Wednesday
register. If this intimidates you, there are times during Nov 8 – Giuliano - Prosciutto, provolone, & mozzarella
the week that you could work when someone else was Nov 15 – Italian sausage, marinara & mozzarella
also in the store to coach you.
Nov 22 – Pesto, chopped tomatoes & mozzarella
Several times a week I hear “I am so glad that you are Nov 29 – Louisiana - marinara, Andouille & mozzarella
here!”
from customers.
Well, if we are going to survive
^ PDF
copy Pre-Orders
Pierce’s Store
Seafood
Join us Friday, November 10 from 5 to
for the long
term,
we need
to start closing the year in
Availability
posted
late Monday
7pm at Pierce’s Store for a pre-Thanksgiving
by 5pm
Tuesday
the black.Pre-Order
Our costs
are
going up – these are mostly
wine tasting. Jolly Wyatt and Sandy Bragg atDelivery
Wednesday
afternoon
payroll related items, and since everyone we deal with
tended a special October show sponsored by
also has thoseSaturdays:
same impacts,
the cost of every item
Breakfast
one of Pierce’s wine distributors to find some
we purchase, and
service we use is also rising.
VermontCroissants
tasty wines that will pair well with the turkey
Selections include Ham & Cheddar; Spinach & Feta;
What about
garage?
We do
have
the approvals to
Almond;the
Chocolate;
Plain; Danish
and/or
Galette
and trimmings. Look for details about the feause the garage space to bring in additional revenues,
tured wines the next time you visit Pierce’s.
! Store
"DFSeafood
copies Pre-Orders
but it won’t
generate
anything
significant this year. We
Pierce’s
Submitted by Sandy Bragg (492-2143)
Availability
posted late
Monday
will get a group
together
this
winter (do you want to
Pre-Order by 5pm Tuesday
help out?) to
make
plans
and
implement them in the
# Wednesday
Word
copy\ies
Delivery
afternoon
Friday Night Dinners
spring.

website at
buryvt.org
and
of

and
eofat
.org

Y

e at
Saturdays:
Breakfast
^Word copy\ies
Please think about
when you could spare a couple of
VermontCroissants
.org hours Selections
to help include
Pierce’s
If several
Ham &survive.
Cheddar; Spinach
& Feta;people could

and
of

Y

Almond;
Chocolate;
Danish and/or
each give
a few
hoursPlain;
a month
it willGalette
be a tremendous
help!

Pierce’s Store Seafood Pre-Orders

Availability posted
late Monday
Here’s the anticipated
menu
for November.
Pre-Order by 5pm Tuesday
In addition to
the soups listed, chili con carne will be
Delivery Wednesday afternoon
featured on Mondays, and other hot dishes on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. As always, this menu could
change at the last minute.

If there’s a favorite item that you’re looking for please
call ahead (492-3326). The menu will always be post"DF copies
ed daily on our!Facebook
page and sent to the daily email list. To be included on the e-mail distribution
# atWord
copy\ies
please contact me
pierces.store@gmail.com.

e at
t.org

Selections include Ham & Cheddar; Spinach & Feta;
Almond; Chocolate; Plain; Danish and/or Galette

Availability posted late Monday
Pre-Order by 5pm Tuesday

Friday Take-out Dinners are available by reservation. Limited quantities are available. Please call
ahead to 492-3326.
November 10 - Guest Chef Connie Youngstrom will

prepare Sausage Stuffed Winter Squash, Hearty
Roasted Beet Salad with Humbleberry Buckle for
dessert. Reserve yours early!
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s
best to call ahead and reserve your order!
492-3326
if you are interested in making a meal, please
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or
Sally Deinzer at the store

Saturday Morning at Pierce’s:
Vermont Croissants

Times of Shrewsbury
~ 2017
Pierce’s Store
Seafood Pre-Orders

Items like Mac & Cheese or Baked Ziti are available
on Fridays.
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Joan Aleshire
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Nate & Angela Bailey
Steve Banik & Virgina Gundersen
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem
John & Mary Beerworth
John & Linda Berryhill
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Ludy Biddle
Mark & Kristine Billings
Rich Biziak
Dave & Debbie Blecich
Sheree Bloch
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Richard & Susan Buchanan
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Bruce & Liz Bullock
Michael & Carol Calotta
Bud & Edie Clark
Marilyn Dalick
Scott & Bev Darling
Sally Deinzer
Ray Diprinzio & Lisa Garson
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler
Robert & Carole Dorr
Stan & Louise Duda
Liz Flint
David & Jo Fretz
Scott Garren & Heather Shay
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry
Gile Family
Mark & Carol Goodwin
Peter & Pam Grace
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Sally Greene
Barry & Barbara Griffith
Stacy Harshman
John & Betty Heitzke
George & Betsy Hinckley
Barbara Hoffman
Carmine Iannace
Dale Janik
Dick & Judy Keane
David Kennedy
Alfred & Sandra King
Grace Korzun
Robert & Judith Landon
Rita Lane
Ed & Clare Mangine
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Hull & Taffy Maynard
Lynn McDermott
Michael & Jennifer McDermott
Dave & Meg Mellor
Walter & Mary Nelson
Raymond Noble
Jeffrey & Constance Noiva
John & Kay O'Dowd
Kerry & John O'Hara
Kenny & Judy Pitts
Russ & Grace Pratt
Roxanne Ramah
Reinbow Riding Center
Andy & Helen Richards-Peelle
Ridlon Family
Dick & Lillian Rohe
Tom & Donna Ryan
Edward & Suzanne Savage
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Brian & Patricia Sedaille
Shaun Seymour
Shrewsbury
Community Church
Cooperative at Pierce’s Store
Conservation Commission
Historical Society
Institute of Agri. Education
Library
Outing Club
Volunteer Fire Department
Podge & Martha Sirjane
Bill & Donna Smith
Robert & Sally Snarski
B.J. & Joan Stewart
John C. Stewart, II
Wendy Stewart
Cynthia Thornton
Morris & Martha Tucker
Liesbeth Van Der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
Lana Vanucchi
Howard & Deborah Weaver
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Nancy & Jim West
Louis & Theresa Williams
Lee Wilson
Winkler Family
Mark & Connie Youngstrom

