SHARING THE OUTDOORS IN A SPECIAL WAY
Some people seem to manage more activities than
others, and Aaron Korzun is one of those people who
does that year-round! Not only is he a farmer, an electrician, a Selectboard member, and on the board of
SAGE, he spends many hours a
year volunteering with Vermont
Adaptive Ski & Sports which “provides a place where youth and
adults with disabilities gain a measure of self-confidence and independence by participating in adaptive sports programs and activities.”
Aaron says he had seen the
Adaptive lessons at Pico and it
had always interested him.
Then in 2012 he had a very
serious farm accident when he
broke all his ribs and nine
bones in his back. Aaron says
“it was a “life changing experience.” When he recovered, he
realized how lucky he was to
be able to walk around after
that accident, so he signed up
in 2013 to volunteer with the
Vermont Adaptive winter program.

co beginning in early November. New volunteers must
complete one “off snow” and two “on snow” days before working with the athletes. Aaron says that basically “off snow” familiarizes the volunteers with the
organization’s mission and provides them with disability awareness. Volunteers are also introduced to lesson procedures and then shadow a trained volunteer.
They work with the athletes from December 26 (usually) thru the end of March or early April. Athletes sign
up for half and/or full day lessons: all ages and all
abilities!
Now that Aaron is in his 5th
year, he is not only a volunteer, but he is also a trainer
for new volunteers. Kim Jackson, Director of Communications at Vermont Adaptive,
says that they don’t track volunteer hours, but “Aaron
probably logs in the top
amount for our volunteers.
He’s always at the ready
when we need him, whether
it’s teaching on snow or during
summer programs, or working
on projects that need to be
done for the organization.”

A year round program, VerYear after year Aaron gets to
mont Adaptive Ski & Sports is
see some of the same folks
headquartered at Pico and has
when they come with their
nine paid staff with approxifamilies. He says that’s one of
mately
400
volunteers
the really nice things. “I’ve
Aaron (far right) with
statewide. In summer they
done so many lessons, and I
Vermont Adaptive participants
partner with the Vermont Deremember all the participants.
partment of Visually Impaired
I’m happy to be able to particiwith mountain and road bicycling, canoeing, kayaking,
pate in the program and to share the outdoors. I love
paddle boarding, rock climbing, and therapeutic
working with the athletes, and it’s not a feeling of behorseback riding.
ing overworked. Volunteers can do half days, but I do
full days. I get to ski, teach independence, and just
Winter programs are primarily snow sports including
hang out. I love what we do, and I hope to be able to
alpine skiing, Nordic skiing, and snowshoeing, and
do it as long as I can.”
events are held at various locations every day
Article by C. Martin
throughout the state. Each year the volunteers have
Photo provided by Vermont Adaptive Ski and Sports
an “off snow” orientation and “on snow” training at Pi-

Come Chat With Your Neighbors
All these years I have attended all kinds of functions
at the Meeting House, and everyone has complained
about the acoustics. I decided I would do my part to
make things better. The idea of the benefit is to raise
funds that would go to help pay for fixing the acoustics
and for better lighting. In short: to make the Meeting
House an even more enjoyable resource for the
community.
“The Benefit“
(coffee, tea, biscuits, quiche, and more!)
Every weekend
Saturdays 8am-12noon
Sundays 12noon to 3pm
“The Benefit” is also a chance for people to come and
talk. The only agenda is to encourage folks to take
some time to engage on any and every thing that they
find important to life in Shrewsbury. We will see how it
evolves. Come on over and have some biscuits and
sausage gravy, or a slice of quiche or just coffee and
conversation with folks you don’t see that frequently!
I look forward to seeing you at the Meeting
House! ~~John Davis

Annual Town Meeting
Informational Meeting and Election
Monday March 5, 2018
Informational Meeting starts at 6:00 PM, at the
Shrewsbury Community Meeting House
School portion first, with Town portion to follow.
Shrewsbury Mountain School
will be providing refreshments.
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
Voting at the Shrewsbury Community Meeting
House. Polls open 10am to 7pm
Absentee / Early Ballot requests can be made anytime by contacting the Town Clerk:
• Phone: 492-3511
• E-mail: shrewsbuuryclerk@vermontel.net
• My Voter Page at the VT Secretary of State
Office - https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/
Please contact the Clerk if you are interested in
working the polls or counting ballots.

Times Financial Report 12/31/2017
Beginning Cash Balance
$5136
Receipts (donations & advertisements)
$5547
Expenses (printing, postage & supplies) ($5755)
Year End Cash Balance:
$4928

Warnings and sample ballots will be available on
the Town Website www.shrewsburyvt.org
Vermont now has Same Day Voter Registration;
pre-registration is no longer required prior to
an election.
Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk

Your donations and advertisements make publishing the Times possible! ~~Chryl Martin and Rich
Biziak
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Jan 27
Jan 27
Jan 28

1-3pm
6:30pm
4pm

“Fun In the Snow” Day on Rice’s Hill, sponsored by the Conservation Commission
*Free Dance Party at the Meeting House hosted by Davis, Gretchen, Wilder & Minka
*Science Book Club meets at the Library.

Feb 4
Feb 10
Feb 11
Feb 14
Feb 17
Feb 17
Feb 18
Feb 22
Feb 25
Feb 25

3pm
10-11:30am
3pm
12 noon
4:30pm
7pm
4pm
7pm
3pm
4pm

*Shrewsbury Singers present “Singing On A Sunday Afternoon” at the Meeting House
*Lego Club at the Library
Neighborworks presentation with Ludy Biddle and Gregg Over at the Library.
*Prayer Shawl Group @ the home of Roxanne Ramah 492-3675
*Free Community Soup & Bread Supper at the Shrewsbury Meeting House
*Open mic at Russellville School House
*Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library
*Mill River Unified Union School District Annual Meeting at Mill River High School
*Sauerkraut, Kimchi lacto-fermentation workshop
*Science Book Club meets at the Library.

Mar 4
3pm
*”Planning Your Garden” sponsored by SAGE and the Library
Mar 5
6pm
*Informational meeting with School portion first at the Meeting House; refreshments by SMS
Mar 6
10am-7pm
* Voting day at the Meeting House
Mar 10
10am-1pm
*Wildlife Tracing Workshop at the Meeting House; Online registration required
*see elsewhere in newsletter for details.

Deadline for submission to
Times of Shrewsbury is by
5:00pm on the 20th

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY
Is online at the town website at

www.shrewsburyvt.org
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
The Selectboard meets the 1 and 3 Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office.
st

rd

Road Commissioner and the Selectboard concern about the
safety of the road and the public travelling upon it, particularPresent at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, ly for plowing and speeding traffic. Steven will be contacting
Selectman; Steven Nicholson; Selectman, Linda McGuire, Paul Libby; Aviation and Rail Program Manager at AOT to
Treasurer; Mark Goodwin, Clerk; Jamie Carrara, Road indicate the Town’s concern and request remediation.
Commissioner, Annette Parish, Trustee of the Shrewsbury
Trustees of the Shrewsbury Community Meeting House:
Community Meeting House
Annette Parish informed the Selectboard that the Trustees
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM had held a meeting on November 30th. A number of issues
were addressed by the Trustees in respect to building
by Selectman Potter
maintenance, building improvements and enhancements as
Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Steven seconded well as addressing the issue of usage fees, among other
to approve the agenda. Modifications: Transfer of Reserve issues discussed. Annette had provided to the Town Clerk
Funds, Animal Control Officer report, Work in ROW Per- minutes of the meeting. (Posted under the “Community” on
the Town web site). Annette indicated that the Trustees are
mit. Approved with modifications
establishing the functional policies and procedures in reTransfer of Reserve Funds from General Funds: Linda spect to their working under the By-Laws and are sensitive
informed the Selectboard that she is transferring the allocat- to the concerns of the wider community in regard to the
ed portion of recording fees into the Records Restoration Meeting House as a shared asset for the community.
Fund and allocated portion of the VT Department of Taxes
Property Transfer Tax designated funds into the Town-wide Highway Department Organization: Jamie presented a
concern in regards to the continued administrative burden
Reappraisal Fund.
that is being mandated by the Agency of Transportation in
Schedule for 2018 Budget Construction: The Select- respect to “grants” utilized to reimburse Towns for infrastrucboard will be contacting Town Officials and Chairs of the ture repair and maintenance as well as mandated reports
various Boards and Commissions in respect to their respec- and educational / informational dissemination seminars. Jative budget requests and deadlines for submission. Sched- mie indicated that he has been requesting assistance from
ule for budget construction was tabled until next meeting. It the Town Clerk for most of these administrative tasks. In
is not anticipated at this time that the budget construction addition, the Town Clerk also indicated to the Selectboard
will require extensive meetings outside the regular Select- that he is experiencing the same burden from a variety of
different agencies such as the E-911 Board, Census, Agenboard schedule.
cy of Natural Resources to name some examples. Both the
Community Meeting House Appointment: Aaron moved Road Commissioner and Town Clerk indicated that these
and Bert seconded to appoint Mark Youngstrom a Trustee of requested reports and requests from the various agencies
the Shrewsbury Community Meeting House, retroactive- for data and attendance at information seminars and presentations regarding new initiatives are not in and of themselves
ly. Approved
burdensome, but taken as an accumulated effect they are
Excess Weight Permit: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to additional tasks that detract from the principal duties that
approve an Excess Weight Permit for Veilleux & Sons each is responsible for or these presentations become
Trucking. Discussion: Submission of the supporting docu- missed opportunities that might benefit the Town that are
passed over because of lack of time to attend to them.
mentation was in order. Approved.
December 6, 2017: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

In conclusion, both the Road Commissioner and Town Clerk
requested from the Selectboard an affirmative indication that
the Selectboard will support a collaboration for drawing up a
draft position description for a part-time Administrative Assistant for the purpose of supporting the Town in fulfilling
some of the administrative tasks in order to position the
Town in the best possible manner to interact with the various
different agencies. The Selectboard supported in principal
the initiative and will await the proposal that the Road ComRailroad Crossing at Shunpike Rd.: Each Selectboard missioner and Clerk will present at a later time.
member commented to the Road Commissioner regarding
the “hump” at the Railroad crossing at Town Hill and Shun- Open to the Public: No member of the Public present.
pike Roads. Jamie, confirmed that the VT Agency of Transportation does not need to inform the Town about work that New Business: Bert reported that he contacted the State
it is doing in their Right of Way and they can make any “im- Police in regards to a report of loose pigs on the Cold River
provement” that they deem suitable to make. However, the road that were considered a safety hazard for unsuspecting
way the contractor left this particular crossing gives the drivers. Although no pigs were apprehended, apparently, no
Work in the Right of Way Permit:
Jamie received and made his comments on a request by the
consulting forester of the Vasile property for a logging curb
cut off of Eastham Rd. Bert moved and Aaron seconded to
approve the Work in the ROW Permit conditioned to follow
the instructions of the Road Commissioner in respect to the
swell and restoration of drainage design when complete. Approved
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
The Selectboard meets the 1 and 3 Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office.
st

rd

serious incidents resulted. Bert did not know if the pigs had ment. She indicated that she will be following up with the
been returned to their owner.
Road Commissioner in a week or two. Steven indicated that
he was not optimistic based on indications from Ms. Miller in
Minutes: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the respect to future plans that VTrans had for the Right of Way
Minutes of November 15, 2017. Approved
in that particular area. Jamie requested that she also keep
the District 3 Supervisor, Brian Sanderson appraised of her
findings in so far as the road, which is an eligible highway for
Orders Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve:
State Grants, may require extensive work to remedy a probRoad Commissioner Orders # 12 of December 6, 2017 for lem that originated with VTrans activity, and it is not clear at
$23,730.79 and Selectboard Orders # 12 of December 6, this point in time who will be responsible for the possible
2017 for $2,266.16. Approved (Note: the Road Commis- rebuilding of the road if the situation is not remedied.
sioner Orders included equipment purchase and stone)
Appointed Official Resignation: The Selectboard recogTransfer Station Punch Card Drawing: Jeff Hebert was nized the submission of resignation letters for, Shrewsbury
drawn for the $10 Punch Card.
Planning Commission, Alternate to the DRB and Alternate to
the RRPC from Tim Vile who will be resigning effective JanMeeting was duly adjourned at 8:25 PM
uary 1, 2018.
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
Minutes: Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select- the Minutes of December 6, 2017. Approved
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Orders Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve:
Road Commissioner Orders # 12A of December 20, 2017
December 20, 2017: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting
for $10,091.13 and Selectboard Orders # 12A of December
20, 2017 for $6,467.17. Approved (Note: Orders included
Present at Meeting: Aaron Korzun, Selectman; Steven Ni- prepayment of VLCT (PACIF) Insurance expense)
cholson; Selectman; Mark Goodwin, Clerk; Jamie Carrara,
Road Commissioner
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:15 PM
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
by Selectman Nicholson
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Steven seconded
to approve the agenda. Modifications: Road Commissioners’
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
summary of vacation status, update on the Town Hill Road
RR Crossing, Resignation of appointed official. Approved January 3, 2018: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting
with modifications
Present at Meeting: Aaron Korzun, Selectman; Steven Nicholson; Selectman; Mark Goodwin, Clerk

Open to the Public: No Public present
New Business:
Road Commissioner: Jamie Carrara requested that his two
week plus accumulated vacation time be paid in lieu of taking time off. Jamie indicated with the reduced crew size during the summer and early fall and the demands of winter
conditions so far has made it extremely difficult to utilize already accumulated vacation time.

Members of the Public: Rich Biziak
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM
by Selectman Nicholson
Approval of Agenda: Steven moved and Aaron seconded
to approve the agenda. Modifications: Approval of the 2018
Certificate of Highway Mileage. Approved with modifications

Steven moved and Aaron seconded to pay the Road Commissioner for accumulated 2017 Vacation Time in lieu of Open to the Public: Rich Biziak inquired if the Selectboard
actually utilizing the time off. Approved
had any plans to install solar panels on the Town Office or
the Herb Carrara Town Garage. Both Steven and Aaron inRR Crossing – Town Hill Road: Steven and Jamie met dicated that currently there is no specific plan for such an
with Tanya Miller, Engineer from VT DOT (VTrans) at the installation. The explanation was primarily twofold; Steven
recently modified RR crossing this morning. Apparently, did not think that the municipality would qualify for any tax
VTrans was unaware of the condition in which the project credits that might be available for an installation and currentwas completed and left by the VTrans contractor. Ms. Miller ly the Selectboard did not currently consider themselves
indicated that VTrans will provide signage in the short term suitably qualified to draw up technical specifications to apply
and will make a report to her VTrans Divisional manage- for any grants that might be available. Rich, as part of the
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
The Selectboard meets the 1 and 3 Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office.
st

rd

discussion, proposed that even if the energy generated by
the panels was not totally consumed by the Town, that one
possibility is to install an electric vehicle charging station at
the Town Office and utilize it to generate revenue as well.
The Selectboard suggested that Rich contact both the Energy Coordinator; Davis Terrell or Sarah Bolster who spearheaded the grant for the installation of solar panels at the
Mountain School. Rich indicated that he will do so and report
back at a later date.

with the DTC to establish payment schedules that are reasonable and fair.

January 17, 2018 Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Monthly Punch Card Drawing: Jake Lawrence was drawn
as the recipient of the $10 Punch Card.

Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve the Delinquent
Tax Collector to proceed with a Tax Sale for the referenced
properties. Approved

Open to the Public: Rich Biziak inquired if the Selectboard
could amend the Minutes of the 1/3/2018 Meeting in respect
to the installation of solar panels to state that: in addition to a
Approval of Crisanver House 2018 Liquor License Re- charging station that the possible credits that would be acnewal: Arron moved and Steven seconded to approve the cumulated utilized to offset GMP expenses associated with
2018 Crisanver House Liquor License. No discus- other Town electricity accounts.
sion. Approved
The Selectboard indicated that they would consider the reCertificate of Highway Mileage: Aaron moved and Steven quest when they review the indicated minutes for approval.
seconded to approve the Certificate of Highway Mileage for
Year Ending 2-10-2018. Discussion: No change in the mile- Orders: Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve:
age from the previous year. Approved
Road Commissioner Orders # 1A of January 17, 2018 for
$8,958.600 and Selectboard Orders # 1A of January 17,
Minutes: Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve 2018 for $2,407.50. Approved
the Minutes of December 20, 2017. Approved
Minutes: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the
Orders: Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve: Minutes of December 20, 2017. Discussion: Steven offered
Road Commissioner Orders # 1 of January 3, 2018 for an addendum to the Minutes that recognized Rich Biziak’s
$8,743.20 and Selectboard Orders # 1 of January 3, 2018 request regarding the application of possible credits from the
for $491.20. Approved (Note: Road Orders included ~ $7k proposed installation of solar panels to include utilizing them
for Road Salt)
to offset other Town electric accounts. Approved with addendum
Meeting was duly adjourned at 7:40 PM
FY 2018 Budget: In so far as the Selectboard did not have
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
input from the various Town departments, the decision was
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select- made to postpone the budget discussion and schedule a
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Special Selectboard Meeting for 5:30 PM Friday January 19
to work on the budget.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun,
Selectman; Steven Nicholson; Selectman; Randy Page, De- Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:00 PM
linquent Tax Collector; Mark Goodwin, Clerk
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
Members of the Public: Rich Biziak
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but
by Selectman Potter
not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website
www.shrewsburyvt.org
Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Steven seconded
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
to approve the agenda. Modifications: Request for Tax
Sales by the Delinquent Tax Collector, FY 2018 Budget. 2018 Dog Licenses are now available.
Approved with modifications
$9 Spayed / Neutered

$13 Intact
Late fees are assessed after April 1st.
You can obtain a Dog License by mail.
Current rabies certificate is required.
Submitted by Mark Goodwin,
Town Clerk

Delinquent Tax Collector – Tax Sale: Randy page requested that the Selectboard approve bringing the following
four (4) properties up for Tax Sale: Arthur Geary Estate,
Wilderness Rd.; Steven Korzun, Shunpike Rd.; Christopher
Peer, Eastham Rd.; Paul Young, Eastham Rd. Randy indicated that other tax delinquent accounts have been working
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The SVFD would like to recognize Greg and Donna
Ganzer, owners of the Rustic Rooster Restaurant in
Cuttingsville for their support. Greg and Donna have
been selling break open tickets and the proceeds of
those sales go to the SVFD. Thank you Greg and
Donna!

The New Year has brought us very unpredictable
weather. There has been extreme cold with some
snow, followed by large temperature swings causing
melting snow, rain and high water. Our heating systems have been working overtime and the Town road
crew has been busy keeping the roads clear.

We still have a LLLLLOOOOONNNGGGGG winter left
in front of us, so keep up the good work on maintaining
your heating equipment, woodstoves & chimneys!
Check your home fire extinguishers, smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and REMEMBER!!! ALWAYS
STAY FIRE SAFE!!!
The SVFD has only had one call for assistance since
Submitted by Jack Perry
December 1, which was a mutual aid call to Mt Holly.
Everyone has done a good job of maintaining their
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
heating appliances and keeping their chimneys clean.
When driving, slow down and allow a little extra time
for your traveling.
2017 Town Report Coming in February
The 2017 Shrewsbury Annual Report will be distributed
In the past couple of months the SVFD had a couple of to all households in Shrewsbury on or before February
business meetings, packaged and mailed T-shirts to 24, 2018 in anticipation of the Information Meeting on
500 of the race pool participants, enjoyed a couple of Monday, March 5, 2018 and Town Meeting on Tuesweeks with no meetings due to Christmas & New day, March 6, 2018. The Report will also be available
Year’s holidays, performed vehicle maintenance and on the Town website www.shrewsburyvt.org at an eartruck equipment inventory, exercised our extrication lier date; please watch for notices from Betsy Jesser’s
equipment, generators and other small engine equip- email distribution list and the Front Porch Forum.
ment. Lastly, we performed air-pack maintenance and
a drill utilizing our infrared camera and other hand The Report will contain the Warnings for the Town and
tools.
the Mill River Unified Union School District (MRUUSD)
budgets, both of which will be voted on at Town MeetThe SVFD is a volunteer organization which meets ing. Reports from the Selectboard, and various Town
every Thursday night. We generally have a business and Out-of-Town Organizations will also be presented
meeting on the first Thursday of the month followed on in the report. Town Officers as of December 31, 2017,
consecutive Thursdays with a drill, vehicle & facility elected and appointed, are listed in the report. Elecmaintenance, a drill, and then a business meeting. tions will be held March 8, 2015 for vacancies.
There are many roles that are needed to help the
SVFD function, not only firefighting. If you have an in- We hope you will review the Report to become knowlterest in supporting our Town and would like to check edgeable about the activities and operating costs of
out the SVFD, speak to any of the members or come our Town. You will have a chance before voting to ask
down to the Cuttingsville station any Thursday at 7pm. any questions and discuss any issues of interest at the
If you have questions regarding membership please Information Meeting on March 5, 2018.
call Jack Perry at 802-779-4713.
Pease note that given the incorporation of the ShrewsRecently, we have had three members leave the bury Mountain School into the MRUUSD, and that the
SVFD: Jared Rau, Ryan Taylor and Evan Robinson. MRUUSD will distribute its own Annual Report; the
Both Evan and Ryan completed the State Firefighter 1 amount of MRUUSD information contained in the
course, and Jared completed Firefighter 1 & 2 courses. Shrewsbury Annual Report will be minimal to prevent
Thank you to all three of these young men for volun- duplication of effort and reduce printing costs. We enteering with the SVFD and good luck!
courage you to read the MRUUSD Annual Report
which will be delivered to Shrewsbury residences in
The 2018 Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department February and to attend the MRUUSD Annual Meeting
Race pool starts with the Daytona 500 on February 18! at 7pm on February 22, 2018 at the Mill River High
To join, pick up an entry form from any fire dept. mem- School.
ber or several local businesses. Also available at
Submitted by Richard Biziak
www.racingsvfd.com.
On behalf of the Shrewsbury Board of Auditors
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FROM OUR READERS:
VABVI Comes to Shrewsbury!
Not being able to read, not being able to drive, difficulty
shopping because you can’t read labels or signs, not
recognizing people’s faces. Not to mention bumping
into things you didn’t see, losing one’s balance on
ground whose shape and texture you could not discern, missing a step and falling, not having sufficient
light for essential tasks.

In Memoriam
Ted (Edward B.) Stevens passed away on December
13, 2017. A longtime resident of Shrewsbury, Ted had
a long and interesting life. He was two weeks short of
his 94th birthday when he passed.
Ted had an extensive family and he enjoyed his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren enormously. It always brought a smile to his face simply at
their mention. A Navy veteran, he served as an Aviation Ordinance man First Class aboard the USS Salt
Lake City, USS Block Island and the USS Wake Island. He saw action in the Doolittle Raid on Japan,
Guadalcanal, the Philippine Landings, Iwo Jima and
Okinawa and was honorably discharged in 1946. He
had some remarkable stories to tell about his experiences while he was traveling around the world.

The Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (VABVI) has ways of helping, whether by enabling one’s sense of hearing or touch or by offering
gizmos and gadgets that overcome poor design.

VABVI also has experts who visit you in your home to
explain how your environment can be made easier for
you to live in. These experts drive up many times, each
time with a barrel full of things to show you how your
vision can be improved. They go over different issues
so you have time to think about what you have learned
and can ask good questions on the next visit. They al- His interests were quite varied. He loved his cows, his
so educate those with good vision about the difficulties parrot and his dog. He was prone to driving around the
people have with their eyes.
neighborhood. He had his stops along the route and
VABVI also has support groups that encourage folks to we were always happy to see him. He loved flowers
share their experiences and their ways of coping with and chocolate chip cheese cake cupcakes. His love of
low vision, as well as helping those with good vision being outdoors and working the land helped keep him
better understand what it is like not to see well. That is in good shape. He persisted in helping to hay and to
the biggest support group. There is a lot to learn and cut wood right until the end. He enjoyed working on
lot you can do! In this way, VABVI can help you make machines and would spend hours with Roger working
on the trucks, cars, lawn mowers and tractors. Another
a difference in public as well as in private.
part of his daily routine were his “TED Talks” with RogBeing able to function with vision problems is a lot er. While we all worried about his activity, he promore than glasses and medication. It’s about learning claimed that it is what kept him young. Besides, it also
how to help each other. For more info go to gave him an excuse to use his tractor.
www.vabvi.org or call to see if you qualify for VABVI
services at (802) 863-1358 extension 230.
Ted was a wonderful friend and neighbor and an unbeSubmitted by John Marshall Davis lievable storyteller. There were many stories about
WW2, but also about his family, friends and neighbors.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
He enjoyed telling tales of all the escaped animals that
happened in our area, be they his cows, or our pigs
Thank you to the Community
We would like to thank everyone who “popped on over” and horses, or a missing llama. His sense of humor
and made it out and up the driveway to welcome Alex was infectious and it will be sorely missed. He was a
Gratiot back to the neighborhood! It was a delight to member of a generation that sat around the kitchen
have had everyone over and enjoying the new space. table and told stories of their daily existence and given
his longevity there were many. We were fortunate to
Thank you again!
Submitted by Alex Gatriot and his Team have him as part of our lives.
Ted will be laid to rest with military honors in the
Northam Cemetery in the Spring. His family is planning
on hosting a celebration of his life at that time.
Sincerely, the Winnicki Family

Bone Builders
9-10am
Every Tuesday and Thursday
at the Meeting House on Lottery Road

Free weights and Instruction
Join us to improve your
Bones, Balance, and Strength
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About 20 people gathered for lunch and an
informational meeting at
the Shrewsbury Library
recently. The group not
only learned a lot from
visiting speakers, but
enjoyed a lunch of soup and goodies prepared by Judy
Emmerick and Donna Swartz. Following presentations
by Ludy Biddle of NeighborWorks and Tammy Brown
from RSVP, the group discussed topics of interest to
possibly explore at future gatherings.
Assessment for home improvements: Lucy Biddle from
NeighborWorks, described a pilot program which will
be implemented in Shrewsbury to assess needed
home improvements to allow residents to remain in
their homes as they age. The pilot program will help
NeighborWorks to develop a program to provide such
services to others in Vermont. In most cases repairs
would be paid for by the homeowner but there will also
be monetary assistance for those who qualify based on
income.
Based on need, five residents will be selected to participate in the Shrewsbury aging in place pilot program,
and the assessment will be provided at no cost.
NeighborWorks is also involved in a program with the
Rutland Regional Hospital to assist in "doctor prescribed" improvements related to their home health
environment. Funding is available from the hospital for
the doctor prescribed improvements.
Transportation Needs: RSVP representative, Tammy
Brown, talked with the group about transportation
needs. The organization maintains a list of volunteers
who will provide transportation (doctor visits, shopping,
etc) and a list of those people who need transportation.
Drivers are paid the current travel allowance (54 cents
per mile) and can specify their availability. Even a
once-a-month transport is helpful. If you need transportation or can provide transportation, please contact
Tammy at 775-4318.
Notes from the Roving Reporter

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Note: We’re taking a break for the winter right now, but
the next Second Tuesday Lunch will be April 10 at The
Doll House at Stafford Tech in Rutland.
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Continuing Programs:
Sunday, January 28 @ 4 pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: Einstein’s Dreams by Alan Lightman. An intriguing novel that
explores the nature of time and imagines Einstein’s thought
processes. Please call Joan if you need a copy: 492-3550.
Sunday, February 18 @ 4 pm: FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK
CLUB: A Stranger in the Kingdom by Howard Frank Mosher,
a novel based on the true story of an African-American
HAPPY NEW YEAR, SHREWSBURY and THANKS to ALL minister who moved to the Northeast Kingdom in the
who made the Annual Silent Auction and Cookie Swap a 1950s.
great success: All the donors, bakers, decorators, staffers,
Sunday, February 25 @ 4 pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: A
bidders and attendees! As always, Donna and Lisa and the
Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking. Copies will be
Fund-Raising Committee (Gail, Judy, and Marge) deserve
available at the Library. Please call Joan (492-3550) if you
most of the credit, but this event wouldn’t be as much fun or
need more.
as successful if it weren’t for the help of all the Trustees and
the support of everyone who joined us that night.
QUILTERS’ GROUP: Please call Donna (773-7403) to see
when they’ll meet again.
We’re very pleased that the QUILT this year was won by our
own Nancy Bell (Rill) who, as Chryl’s photo elsewhere in this New Books include:
issue shows, gave the quilt back to Donna for all the work • Endurance: A Year In Space by Scott Kelly: The astroDonna does for the Library and the Town. Thanks, Rill!
naut’s riveting account of his life on the Space Station.
• Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House by Michael
CORRECTION/ADDITION: It’s come to my attention that in
Wolff: The runaway best-seller based on interviews with
thanking the Children’s Committee (and ANNIE LEES) in the
present and former insiders.
December Times for the smashing Halloween Party, I failed
• Beartown by Fredrik Bachman: A new novel about a Town
to mention GLORIA BENSON of Gloria’s Pantry, who not
transformed by a hockey team, by the author of the popuonly contributed and decorated cookies, but helped make
lar A Man Called Ove.
this one of the Library’s most popular events. THANK YOU,
•
Elmet by Fiona Mozley: An engaging first novel set in the
GLORIA!
North of England, a father and his children living off-thegrid.
WEATHER ADVISORY: As always in these winter months, if
•
Playing with Fire: the 1968 Election and the Transforyou’re not sure whether the Library is open, please call 492mation of American Politics by Lawrence O’Donnell: An il3410 before starting out. If you get a recorded message, we
luminating account of the political conflicts that have
haven’t been able to get there.
shaped the present.
•
Hope in the Dark: Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities by
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: The Library needs staffers for
Rebecca Solnit: Inspiring essays by a naturalist and innoevening shifts: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 7-9
vative thinker.
p.m. If you would like to meet neighbors and participate in a
strong community organization, please call Joan (492-3550) New DVDs include:
or Lisa (492-3732) for an orientation session. Our electronic • Wind River, starring Jeremy Renner, and Elizabeth Olson,
checkout system is easy to learn!
who play FBI agents working on a murder case on a Native American reservation.
Coming Events:
• Neruda, starring Gael Garcia Bernal: an incident in the life
Sunday, February 11 @ 3pm: NEIGHBORWORKS (NW)
of the beloved Chilean poet. in Spanish, with subtitles.
with Ludy Biddle and Gregg Over. Our own NW Executive • The Salesman, a moving drama from Iran, directed by
Director, Ludy Biddle, and NW Project Manager, Gregg
Shahab Hosseini.
Over, will talk about the work of this extraordinary Rutland • Things to Come, starring Isabelle Huppert: Subtle, illumiCounty organization. Please note the date and time change
nating French drama, in French, with subtitles.
from the December issue; the Library has decided to hold its • The Inner Life of Henrietta Lacks: A documentary based
winter programs on Sunday afternoons.
on the book by Rebecca Skloot.
• Game of Thrones: Season 7: The final episodes.
Sunday, March 4 @ 3pm: PLANNING FOR SUCCESS IN
YOUR GARDEN: SCOTT COURCELLE of ALCHEMY
GARDENS and SAGE will lead a round-table discussion of
Lego Club
best varieties, sourcing seeds, using space for maximum
at
the
Shrewsbury
Library
yields, principles of nutrient dense and organic production,
Saturday,
February
10,
pest and disease management, and more. Please come
10:00
to
11:30
am
with questions; from veteran gardeners to beginners, are all
Come, discover, explore, and create with Legos.
encouraged to attend!
If you have questions please call:

Carol Goodwin 747-0192 or Linda Olney 492-3513
Times of Shrewsbury ~ February 2018
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He received tenure in just two years. He is a prolific
and diverse writer and has achieved acclaim, awards,
and status at the pinnacle of his field. The University of
Chicago also had Gary Becker, an economist (and
Levitt’s role model), who brought microeconomic theory to offbeat topics. Becker took a lot of heat
about his work being silly, irrelevant, and not economics, but he persisted—and in 1992, Becker won the
Nobel Prize. This was the perfect environment for
someone with a mind like Levitt to work in and flourish.
Levitt’s most intriguing gift is that he asks very interesting questions. His collaborator on Freakonomics, SteCircling the Sun
phen Dubner, no slouch himself, is an award-winning
by Paula McLain
author and journalist. Together, they study the riddles
★★★
Set in the abhorrent world of colonialism, this is a ro- of everyday life:
mantic tale (fictionalized history) living on the periphery
of Isak Dinesen’s Out of Africa. It is about three real 1. If drug dealers make so much money, why do they
still live at home with their mothers?
people—Baroness Karen Blixon, Beryl Markham, and
2.
Which is more dangerous, a gun or a swimming
the unconquerable man they are competing for—the
pool?
magnetic safari hunter, Denys Finch Hatton. “He be3.
What really caused crime rates to plunge during
longed to no one and never had.” “No woman could
the past decade?
ever conquer this wild spirit.” The author’s point, hammered home with railroad spikes, was somewhat irritat- 4. Do real estate agents really have their clients’ best
interest at heart?
ing. All of the characters have nerve and pluck in
5.
Why do black parents give their children names
abundance, but the most enjoyable part of the book
that may hurt their career prospects?
are the descriptions of the vastness and beauty of Afri6.
Do schoolteachers cheat to meet high-stakes testca itself and its magnificent wildlife. Who can forget
ing standards?
Meryl Streep and Robert Redford up in a biplane flying
amongst a sky full of flamingoes? Hands down, Afri- 7. Is sumo wrestling corrupt?
ca is the winner of the unconquerable spirit award, no
mere mortal. Paula McLain also wrote, The Paris Wife.
Snapshot of the real Beryl Markham
• Won recognition and acclaim as the first professional female horse trainer.
• 1931: First woman ever granted a professional B
pilot’s license.
• 1936: Piloted a record-breaking, 21-hour flight
across the Atlantic.
• Her book West with the Night became a surprise
bestseller and allowed Beryl to escape from living
in poverty in her old age.
• 1986: Died in Nairobi at age 83.

One fun side note on Levitt is that his great uncle,
Robert May, wrote the book, Rudolph the Red-nosed
Reindeer, and another great uncle, Johnny Marks, later wrote the song!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Golden Hill
by Francis Spufford
★★★★★
Golden Hill is a novel from a writer’s writer—I’ve never
read anything quite like it! The author teaches writing
at Goldsmith College and lives near Cambridge, England. He gives us the unique and masterful story of a
mysterious young man in mid-eighteenth century Man~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
hattan—30 years before the American Revolution. Is
Freakonomics:
the charming Mr. Smith a villain or a hero? This is a
by Steven D. Levitt & Stephen J. Dubner
first-rate book that will leave you laughing and enter★★★★★
tained from beginning to end. I heartily recommend it!	
  
This is such an enjoyable read and was this month’s
Reviews by Marilyn Dalick
selection from Shrewsbury Library’s science book
	
  
group. It is smart, engaging, and down-to-earth.
Many of his critics said that he was going nowhere and
had no future, but at age 36, Steven Levitt became a
full professor at the most legendary economics department in our country at the University of Chicago.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ February 2018
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This is the time for new beginnings!
We are weary of winter and look forward to future
happenings in our Historical Society. After years of
storing artifacts under beds and in barns, the original
founders of the Shrewsbury Historical Society worked
long and hard at acquiring the know-how to form the
Society and in 1971 were in operation. Forty-seven
years later the SHS volunteers who volunteer their
time and labor to this remarkable cause are dwindling
down to a very precious few.

tee who research and open the museum for special
appointments, all volunteers of course. We keep current history in special albums up to date with newspaper and magazine clippings pertaining to our Town. A
monthly column in the Times of Shrewsbury. Accepting
artifacts from Townspeople to be exhibited. A photographer who captures all events and exhibits, and helps
produce our annual newsletter, Past Times. All are
volunteers on all committees. And if it weren’t for the
few members who volunteer to staff the museum on
Sundays during the summer season, all our wonderful
Those of us who do care are now seniors and it would curious and history-minded tourists would just drive by.
break our hearts if we have to lock the doors of the It seems by our guest book signatures that more tourmuseum and walk away from preserving the history of ists do stop in than Townspeople.
our Town after all the years of collecting family artifacts, cataloging and storing them. They have also We meet six times a year. That is, the interested
been exhibited for the Town to enjoy and learn from. members, mostly all the volunteers mentioned above.
Will we have to tell folks who ask for information about There may be 12 to 15 members present. Unfortunatetheir roots that we are sorry, but the museum is now ly, once last year, we had to call the meeting "unofficlosed?
cial" as we did not have a quorum, which is seven. The
first meeting of the Society for this year will be May
We are indebted to those who support the Society with 15, 2018 at 7pm in the museum.
their dues and donations. Our Town supports us each
year we request funds for the upkeep of our museum. This column is being written by a 90-year-old secreWe thank each and every "yes" vote by our Towns- tary, who has served going on 25 years. I am appealpeople. And thank goodness for the publication ing to the younger folks in Town who just might be inof Shrewsbury, Vt. - Our Town As It Was by Dawn terested in our Town’s history and our quest to preHance, dedicated to Anne Felton Spencer, published serve it for many years to come. We appeal
in 1980.
to your becoming interested in volunteering your time.
We are proud of our house committee who takes care
of any problems and for the outside to look clean and
mowed. Time for these projects are volunteered. We
thank the museum committee who dust and vacuum
and prepare special exhibits each year. Our fundraising committee for the bake sales and the wonderful
annual "Memories" calendar. The genealogy commit-
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We need your help.
I end with a quote from the Society’s first President,
Arthur Patten. He invited the Town to "step back in
time to visit the old days and the old ways in the Town
of Shrewsbury".
Sincerely, Ruth Winkler
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The River Goes Out January 12, 2018
After a prolonged and pretty cold spell, the temperature rose for a January thaw. On the 12th it was 55 degrees and raining. By noon that day, Freeman brook,
Town Hill brook and all the rest of Mill River’s tributaries had cast off their ice and were racing downhill.
By 12:30pm the rising water was flowing over the surface of Mill River’s ice. Chris Clarke spread the word
that the breakup was imminent.

plowing toward us. Filling the broad channel, it thundered around the bend hurling ice up the bank as far
as the tangled piles of tree trunks left by Hurricane Irene. As it funneled into the narrow gorge, branches and
trees, roots and all, bounced against the walls beneath
us. Vapor rose from the open water, washing against
our faces, sharp and cold, redolent of earth and vegetation.
The Official River Watchers meanwhile had gone up
Shunpike Road to the Winkler’s house overlooking
Cuttingsville. Through the west window Brian and Ruth
Winkler and Bernard and Joan Stewart could trace the
river’s path by the cloud snaking northwest through the
valley.
At 2:00pm things were quieting down at the swinging
bridge. Dark water rushed past the high curb of
smashed ice and debris where the northbound river
bends sharply to the west and enters the Gorge.

Official Cuttingsville River Watchers, Bernard and Joan
Stewart, announced “ICE OUT” at 12:50pm. Iris
Brigham, standing on the river bank by the Library,
saw the slabs of breaking ice under the Cuttingsville
bridge rearing up and toppling over "like collapsing
castles!"

By all accounts, the breakup was gentle to the valley
as it made its way to Otter Creek. What luck to get to
see our river in such a powerful, awesome performance!

The Shrewsbury Historical Society invites you to
share your river stories!
Article by Grace Brigham
Folks by Stewart’s garage watched the ice cracking
Photo by Brian Winkler
and separating into smaller chunks as it rushed past.
The tumbling mass filled the riverbed, carrying trees
and broken branches that rolled and bumped over the
rocks and ice.
Podge Sirjane brought folks to the bridge north of the
village to watch the floe arrive and make its noisy way
past Chris Clarke’s house. Water flowed over the stone
wall and lapped against the elm tree, a couple of feet
down the bank from her cellar door. Then
at 1:05pm (according to Bernard) the mass went rumbling under the bridge.
The most dramatic vantage point for watching the Mill
River is the top of Clarendon Gorge. We arrived there
with time to spare, and savored the view from the
swinging bridge.
It was rainy and peaceful. The water was rising, flowing over the ice, covering the scoured rocks and pools
below. We talked quietly about Bob Brugman, a hiker
who was drowned here when the bridge was destroyed
in the flood of 1973. A bronze plaque attached to this
higher and stouter footbridge honors his love for the
Appalachian Trail.
Then, "I see something!" and we beheld the wall of water and broken ice, crushing the solid ice as it came
Times of Shrewsbury ~ February 2018
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Community Church Calendar
All Services are at the Shrewsbury Center Church
Jan 28 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program. Community Service Project - Making infant bibs,
burp cloths, receiving blankets. Bring fabric scissors if
you can. All Invited! (No worship Service).
Feb 4 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program.
Worship Service & Holy Communion led by Rev. Bob
Boutwell. Please bring a non-perishable item for food
shelf.

Come One, Come All!

Free Soup & Bread Community Supper
Saturday, February 17 ~~ 4:30pm
Shrewsbury Meeting House

Feb 4 @ 3 pm: Shrewsbury Singers & Friends present
“Singing on a Sunday Afternoon” in the church sanctuary
sharing songs we love to sing, old and new, from here
and there. Free Will offering to benefit the Shrewsbury
Helping Hand Fund.

Homemade Soups, Fresh Bread, Scrumptious Desserts!
Come and warm up your tummies and visit with your neighbors. Have a neighbor who can’t get out? Let us know and
we will make a dinner to deliver to them.
We had a Joyous Candle
Lite Christmas Eve Service!
We gathered with neighbors
and friends to sing carols,
hear the Christmas story,
the choir, the organ and enjoy the candle light. We had
a special appearance by
animals from the Sunday
Funday Progam: Jack Allard
as the cow, Chase Stone as the camel, Isabelle Park as the
lamb & Allison Stone as the donkey. The sanctuary was
filled with the smell of fresh balsam wreaths and our amazing Christmas Tree!
Thanks: The Christmas Tree was donated by: Russell and
Donna Reay of Paxton Greens. Poinsettias, Wreaths in the
Sanctuary & outside were given by: Roxanne Ramah: In
Memory of Fred Ramah, Ray & Rhea Roberts. The Korzun
Family: In Memory of Leonard Korzun. The Over Family: In
Memory of George Richards, Curtis & Mary Over. Elaine
Ransom: In Memory of Alex & Virginia Donaski. The Kelley
Family: in Memory of George Richards and Charles & Kathleen Kelley. Bill & Donna Smith: In Memory of Russell Smith.
Ellen McWard: In Memory of Bob & Marge McWard.
Do you have a Child who would like social time on Sunday
Morning? Please consider joining us at 10:30am- 12pm
Sundays at the Shrewsbury Center Community Church Upstairs at the Meeting House in the Children’s Room. We
have story time, crafts, activities and snacks. Contact Allison
Stone 352-5189 or Anissa Park 259-2564 for Preschool and
st rd
Lynette Over 775-0853 for 1 -3 grades. All are welcome to
be part of this program. We also welcome parent participation.
Community Needs
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Contact
Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 779-5241 or
Donna Smith 492-3367. Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna Smith 4923367 Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach
Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Roxanne Ramah
492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318
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Feb 11 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program. Worship Service or Community Service Project.
Feb 14 @ 12:00 noon: Prayer Shawl Group @ the home
of Roxanne Ramah. Bring a bag lunch, knit and enjoy the
fellowship. All are welcome! Dessert and drinks provided.
Call Roxanne to let her know if you can come 492-3675.
Feb 17 @ 4:30pm: Free Community Soup & Bread Supper. All Welcome!
Feb 18 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program. Worship Service led by Rev. Bob Boutwell.
Feb 25 @ 10:30am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program. Worship Service or Community Service Project.

On Oct 22, 2017, a
lovely Service of
Baptism was celebrated
at
the
Shrewsbury
Community Church for
Brady Russell Park,
born May 5, 2017.
This handsome little
guy is the son of
Anissa & Brett Park
and brother of Isabelle. The service
was performed by
Reverend
Robert
Boutwell, and well
attended by members, friends and
relatives. In attendance were grandparents: Neal & Lisa Sharrow, Russell &
Shelly Park, and great grandparents: Earl & Julanne Sharrow, John & Pat Lambert, Mildred Harrington & Gladys
Waite. The service was followed by a lovely luncheon.
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How Much Does Conserved Land Cost?
There have been many studies done to help Towns
evaluate the costs and revenue from various types of
land development, both across the U.S. and in Vermont specifically. For a long time, planners often
thought that residential or commercial development
brought in increased tax revenue, and that would lower
property taxes by increasing the tax base, thus lowering taxes. While it is true that an acre of land with a
new house generates more revenue in taxes than conserved or agricultural land, it has been shown consistently that taxes increase over time due to increases in
public services and infrastructure changes needed.

On average, tax bills are lower–not higher–in Towns
with the most conserved land. This is not because land
has been conserved; it is because these Towns tend to
be more rural and therefore demand fewer municipal
services. What is also interesting and surprising is that
Towns with the most commercial or industrial taxed
property values also have higher, rather than lower tax
bills. This doesn’t necessarily mean that commercial/industrial properties themselves are “tax negative”,
but often where there are jobs, there are residents–and
repeated analysis has shown that the more primary
residences in town, the higher the tax bills.
One type of land use is not intrinsically better than another. It’s up to every community to determine the use
of its lands and balance goals such as creating jobs,
preserving landscape that reflects community values,
assuring affordable housing, controlling sprawl, maintaining infrastructure, etc. I, for one, am surprised by
this information but happy to learn it. Submitted by
Louise Duda, Shrewsbury Conservation Commission
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I Speak For The Trees!
One of my most favorite of books is The Lorax and not
just because I am occasionally confused with him.
Shortish, oldish, brassy and mossy as described by Dr.
Suess and my wife. It’s because as the main character
he “speaks for the trees, for the trees have no tongues”
and spends his entire life popping out of stumps and
advocating the conservation of trees from human uses
beyond a sustainable point. Great read if you are either
a child or an adult and all Tree Wardens should have it
on their book shelves along with all the tree manuals
and reference guides used to help keep trees alive.
The Tree Warden also speaks for the trees for the
trees have no tongues and uses that tree language to
protect the roadside trees in Town under their jurisdiction. Wardens talk trees to home owners, Town officials, power and phone companies, developers, and
any others who have a mutual interest in Town trees.
The key difference here is that unlike the book, which
pits the Lorax against multiple direct threats against
trees from people who don’t understand their value, at
least in Shrewsbury we have (probably from reading
the Lorax) an educated citizenry and active population
who support a healthy environment including roadside
trees. That is
good.
But
as
children’s
books, including The Lorax.
tend to do is to
create a fallacy
that if human
threats are removed
from
trees they are
immortal
and
will grow forever. In human
scale that can
appear to be
the case but
every tree does
have a life span
and all the best
management
practices can
only delay that final end. So, while the Lorax says “let
‘em grow” the Tree Warden does have to take that with
a grain of salt and make the final determination to remove a tree. Amongst the beautiful road side trees we
all enjoy one must occasionally find “the grim reaper” –
the tree service bucket truck on duty to remove what
has become a hazardous tree at the end or beyond the
end of its life. That is also good and necessary.
Submitted by Gary Salmon, Tree Warden
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MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
At

our January 17 board meeting the school board approved a budget for the 2018-19 school year which
brought to a close one of our longest budget writing
seasons. On one hand creating next year’s budget was
straight forward, not many changes from the current
budget. On the other hand we juggled how to maintain
our high standard of education with increasing costs
while being always aware the impact our decisions
have upon our tax rates. No new programs were added, staffing was reduced by 3.5 teaching positions.
(The reduction in teaching positions will not reduce
course offerings at Mill River nor increase class size at
our elementary schools). Then there was the uncertainty of what the state might decide and / or legislate
and how this could affect taxes. But as we neither had
control over this nor a crystal ball by which to foresee
changes we acknowledged this was our “elephant in
the room” and continued with our budget writing work.
Having approved the 2018-19 budget we will be asking
voters at Town Meeting Day to approve a district
budget of $16,727,266 which is a 1.71% increase from
the current budget. Our “equalized pupil” (which is a
formula the state uses to compare student costs) will
actually be down next year by 0.13%. While this decrease should be good news the manner in which the
state computes property taxes means our taxes will
instead be increasing by percentages greater than the
1.71% budget increase. For the four Towns of our district we have computed the taxes as follows; Clarendon an increase of 7.69%, Shrewsbury an increase of
6.50%, Tinmouth an increase of 6.35%, Wallingford an
increase of 8.07%. We are disappointed that after our
effort to craft a budget which we think sustains a strong
education for our students while minimizing increases
we are faced with tax increases which are in large part
beyond our control.
With two separate ballot items we are asking voters, as
we did last year, to approve of the district putting money toward the capital maintenance sinking fund which
will be used for repairs and upgrades to our buildings.
First we ask for approval of $100,000 to be put toward
the sinking fund. The second ballot item requests voter
approval to put up to $100,000 of any unanticipated
surplus into the sinking fund. If both items are approved it means we could put up to $200,000 into this
fund. As homeowners, we know our houses need repairs and upgrades from time to time. Our school buildings age just as our houses do except these buildings
must continually meet state health and safety codes
which come with added but important expenses. Having a robust sinking fund helps us to address necessary repairs and improvements. A third ballot item, Article 8, asks for voter approval of a bond, not to exceed
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$3,500,000, which will be used to address a number of
building projects that need to be addressed more immediately. These include several boiler replacements,
roofing work on our two largest schools, as well as a
number of smaller projects at the other schools that if
left undone, will increase in scope and cost. Due to favorable interest rates, the cost of the bond payments
will add one penny to the tax rate in the first year and
3.4 cents annually in following years.
All ballot articles will be discussed in detail and
questions may be asked at the School District Annual Meeting on February 22, 7pm, held at Mill River HS.
The second meeting of most months, our individual
schools present things that are going on in their buildings. At our January board meeting we had several Mill
River presentations. We were introduced to our new
world language offering, Russian. Twelve students are
being taught both spoken and written Russian this
year, making us the only school in the state offering
this language choice. We also learned about what is
going on in the newly expanded MakerSpace which is
a room with all sorts of equipment that allows our students to “make” things: 12 sewing machines, hand
tools, computers, a green screen, vinyl cutter, a 3D
printer, as well as supplies such as cloth, old computers, robot kits, and just about anything one can think of
which can used to make things. Students can and do
come in their free periods (and before and after school)
to this space to explore their own creativity. Much of
what they make is closely tied to projects they are doing in class. Staff is available to help learn how to use
tools, but students decide what they want to make,
they design it and determine how they will make it.
Their projects are only limited by their imagination. The
MakerSpace is open from the start of school until
4:00pm with students there all the time engaged in
disassembling, reassembling, and creating whatever
they desire.
Our next school presentation will be at Wallingford
March 21 at 7pm. All the elementary schools have
started their Winter Sports activities with Shrewsbury
and Tinmouth going to Okemo for skiing & snowboarding, x-country skiing/snowshoeing, and skating. Wallingford and Clarendon go Pico for their activities. For
more info on school activities and board committee
meetings go to: Minutes of both Board and Committee
meetings at www.millriverschools.org under the School
Board tab.
As always, if you have questions or concerns, fee free
to call Andy Richards-Peelle or Adrienne Raymondyour Shrewsbury Representatives.
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Coincidence?
Shrewsbury, Vermont,
is 16 miles north of
Ludlow, Vermont.
and
Shrewsbury, England,
is 29 miles north of
Ludlow, England.
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You’re Invited to: A Walk in the Woods
Who Goes There? Wildlife Tracking Workshop
with Ed Sharron of the National Park Service
March 10, 2018
10am – 1pm
Shrewsbury Meeting House, 88 Lottery Rd
Join us for this three-hour workshop on Saturday, March 10 from
10am to 1pm led by National Park
Service Science Communication
Specialist, Ed Sharron. Learn the
tracks and signs of many common Vermont mammals
that you may find in the woods of Shrewsbury. We may
spot tracks of fisher, red fox, bobcat, and many more
possible surprise guest as we trek across old wood
roads up to the Pinnacle.

Bob and Gary
enjoying a sunny, COLD, slow day at the Dump!
Vermont State Senators:
We will begin the workshop with an indoor discussion,
and then head outdoors to put your new skills to the
test. All ages are welcome! Please dress appropriately
for outdoor activity, and bring a water bottle, snacks,
and snowshoes, footwear traction, or trekking poles. If
you need snowshoes, let us know.
Since 1999, Ed Sharron has worked as a park ranger
in several of our country's beautiful national parks, including Glacier NP, Voyageurs NP, and Marsh-BillingsRockefeller NHP. Ed has been leading wildlife tracking
programs for schools, workshops, and the National
Park Service for more than 10 years.
Registration required. Space is limited. Register online
at: info@vermontwoodlands.org. For more info, call
(802) 747-7900. The event will only be cancelled or
postponed in the case of bad weather. This event is
Co-Sponsored by the Shrewsbury Conservation Commission and the Vermont Woodlands Association

Sen. David Soucy: dsoucy@leg.state.vt.us
Sen. Margaret K. Flory: pflory@leg.state.vt.us
Sen. Brian Collamore: bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us

Vermont State House of Representative:
Dennis J. Devereux: ddevereux@leg.state.vt.us

The Vermont General Assembly is in session
January thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that have been introduced,
track each bill’s progress, and review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us. During
the week you can contact your legislator by leaving a message at the State House
by calling 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the
Sergeant-At-Arms' Office).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
United States Senators:
Senator Patrick Leahy
www.leahy.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569
Washington office: (202) 224-4242
Senator Bernie Sanders
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (800) 339-9834
Washington D. C. Office:
(202) 224-5141; Fax (202) 228-0776

United States House of Representative:
Representative Peter Welch
https://welch.house.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 652-2450 or (888) 605-7270
Washington, D.C. Office: (202) 225-4115
Times of Shrewsbury ~ February 2018
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Blood Pressure/Foot Care Clinics
• Thurs, Feb 1, Rutland, Parker House, 10am
• Thurs, Feb 1, Rutland, Bardwell House, 12:30pm
• Wed, Feb 7, Wallingford, Wallingford
House, 10:30am
• Wed, Feb 28, Rutland, Godnick Adult Center, 12:30pm
Foot clinics are $10. No appointment necessary.
Please call 802.770.1536 for more information.
Bereavement Group
VNAHSR’s monthly bereavement group is held Tuesdays at 6pm at Grace Congregational Church in Rutland with Rutland office chaplain, Andrew Carlson, facilitating. The group is free and open to the public. For
more, please contact Andrew at 770.1613.
Vermont Ostomy Group
A support group for individuals with bowel and bladder
ostomies
and
continent
diversions
will
be
held Saturday, February 24, from 10:30am until noon
at the Rutland office on 7 Albert Cree Drive. For more
details or questions, contact Kate Lawrence, MSN RN
CWOCN at 802-770-1682.

Lady Bug Housecleaning Service

Weekly
Bi-Weekly
Monthly
Friendly, Reliable, Service
References Available
Please Contact
Mary Dockum
802-558-8643
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Shrewsbury Progressive Party
The Shrewsbury Progressive Party met in January at
the Shrewsbury Meeting House, and identified three
specific bills now under consideration in the state legislature which we agreed are priorities to support. We
will advocate for them by individually contacting the
members of the house and senate committees currently considering these bills. Our next meeting will be held
on Wednesday, March 14 at 7pm at the Meeting
House. Anyone interested is welcome to attend. For
more info, contact Barbara Hoffman at barbarajean2468@gmail.com or call her at 492-3532.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Scholarships Available for Seniors at MRUHS
The Chipman Lodge is pleased to offer the “Chipman
Masonic Scholarship” for non-traditional educational
endeavors as well as for those planning on attending
college. Nathaniel Chipman, after whom the Wallingford Lodge is named, was a US Senator and Chief
Justice of the Vermont Supreme Court in the early 19th
century. We offer this scholarship to residents of Wallingford, Tinmouth, Clarendon and Shrewsbury. The
scholarship is intended to help with direct educational
expenses up to $500 for an upcoming educational program. Payment will be made directly to the awardee
upon proof (transcript, diploma, certificate) of successful completion. For more information or application,
contact Jay White 514 Clarendon Rd Wallingford, VT
05773 or jwhite@nbfarchitects.com on or before: May
1, 2018.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

And the winner is…..
At the Shrewsbury Library’s Silent Auction and Quilt Raffle in
December, the winning ticket had been purchased by Nancy
Bell. Nancy went to a recent meeting of the Library’s Board
to accept the quilt….and then she made a surprise gift of the
quilt to Donna Swartz to honor all the work that Donna does
for the Library.
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“Gandhi resisted evil with as much vigor and power as the
violent resister, but he resisted with love instead of hate.”Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Free Music class for kids!
Mondays in February - 10:30am
at the Schoolhouse
Parents and children, come and sing songs, play inThings that are happening and things to look forward struments, and move to music. All ages welcome but
to at the Russellville schoolhouse –
most appropriate for babies-preschoolers. Led by Scott
& Lindsay Courcelle and friends, with the guidance of
Body maintenance yoga classes
Dino Rice. For more information, contact:
Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:45pm
alchemygardens@gmail.com
This is a gently invigorating class where we mindfully
stretch tight muscles, release and strengthen overHard Cider Tasting
stretched muscles, breathe deep, and tune in. Classes
March 18 - time to be determined
are open to and appropriate for all. $10 to drop in, $65
Some of Shrewsbury’s finest home brewers will be
for eight sessions. Feel free to contact either of the cosharing their creations - food to be provided, further
teachers: Galen Miller – galen.sage@gmail.com or
details will be available as the day gets closer.
Vickie Gillhouse – 492-3910. Based on the teachings
of Lee Albert, NMT, you can find more information
In Partnership –
about his methods, schedule and books at
www.LeeAlbert.com
Third Saturday open-mic ~~ 7pm
with Dave Nilsen, (and other times Marcos Levy).
free will donation, BYO B, instruments, voices, poems,
and rhythm. Contact Joan Aleshire, 492-3550.

with and @ The Shrewsbury Library
“Planning Your Garden”
Sunday, March 4 at 3pm
Led by Scott Courcelle, please see the library submission for further details.

Sauerkraut/ kimchi/ lacto ferments workshop
Sunday, February 25 at 3pm
Come and join us to learn about the amazing health
promoting tradition of preserving fresh produce through
With the VFFC, the Shrewsbury,
lacto fermentation! This will be a hands on workshop in
and Rutland Historical Societies
which attendees will learn about this simple process
“Root Words”
and have the opportunity to assist in making sauerWith grant funding from the National Endowment for
kraut and Kim chi. Donations accepted to cover exthe Humanities, we will gather the stories of Vermontpenses are welcome.
ers past and present, natives and transplants. To learn more, make a donation,
or share your story, contact:
Galen galen.sage@gmail.com; or Heidi
hlynch@vermontfarmersfoodceneter.org
SAGE continues to offer educational opportunities for students of all ages within
Rutland County and beyond. We are
committed to creating an environment
where all are welcome, where equal access to beauty, nature, opportunity,
knowledge and freedom is paramount.
We believe that land, food, and the ability to grow your own is precious. Please
direct your support and questions to
Joan – 492-3550. To Your Health!
Submitted by Galen Miller
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NEW STORE HOURS
Effective Monday, January 22, 2018
Monday – Friday 7:30am. to 7pm
Saturday 8am to 7pm
Sunday remains unchanged as 8am to 5pm
In the last issue, we had information on our enhanced
security and sales practices. Thank you to everyone
for complying when we have asked to see ID prior to
selling alcohol and tobacco products. Your continued
cooperation makes it easier for us to obey the law.
Did you know that Pierce’s carries these items?
Kellogg’s Raisin Bran
Dragon Ricotta Cheese
Blue Diamond Smokehouse & Sriracha Almond snack
bags
Coffee Mate vanilla flavor -- want other flavors? Let us
know
Cheese Curds
Annie Chun’s Pad Thai Noodles
Five kinds of mustard:
French’s Yellow
Vermont Maple
Amber Ale Honey
Gulden’s Spicy Brown
Grey Poupon
Del Monte Peaches, Pears & Fruit Cocktail
Real Bacon Bits
Armour Hash
Alka-Seltzer – both Regular and “Plus”

Regular hot meals in the crockpot:
Monday – Chili con Carne
Tuesday – Chicken Stew
Specialty Wednesday Pizza Varieties
2/7 - Caramelized onions with gorgonzola and mozzarella cheeses
2/14 - Italian sausage, marinara & mozzarella
2/21 - Greek with Kalamata olives, feta, marinara and
mozzarella
2/28 - Butternut squash with caramelized onions, gorgonzola and mozzarella
Friday Night Dinners
Friday Take-out Dinners are available by reservation. Limited quantities are available. Please call
ahead to 492-3326.
February 23 -- Taffy Maynard will prepare her "Friday Night Chicken", Basmati Rice, and an Iceberg
Wedge with Blue Cheese dressing
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s
best to call ahead and reserve your order!

Here’s the anticipated menu for February. Sometimes
the menu changes, so if there’s a favorite soup or meal
you’re looking for please call ahead (492-3326). The
menu will always be posted daily on our Facebook
page and sent to the daily e-mail list. If you want to be
included on the e-mail distribution please let me know
at pierces.store@gmail.com.
Hot Soups
French vegetable 1, 10, 19, 28
Cream of mushroom 2, 11, 21,
West African peanut 3, 12
Chicken gumbo 4, 13, 23
Split pea 5, 14, 24
Minestrone 6, 15, 25
Butternut squash 7, 16, 26
Potato leek 8, 18
Cauliflower with cheddar and ham 9, 22
Yucatan chicken 17
Creole lentil 20
Mexican corn & cabbage with chicken 27
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492-3326
if you are interested in making a meal, please
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or
Sally Deinzer at the store

All Ages welcome!
For six years there has been music at Pierce’s every Thursday
from ~8am to ~10am. Recently Greg Miller, Aaron Schneider,
Marcos Levy, & Paul Sgalia entertained Eleanor and her mom.

23

Carroll and Beverly Adams
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen
Rich Biziak
Dave & Debbie Blecich
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Richard & Susan Buchanan
John & Connie Cioffi
Christina Clarke
Marilyn Dalick
Ray DiPrinzio & Lisa Garson
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler
Liz Flint
Scott Garren & Heather Shay
The Gile Family
Pam & Peter Grace
Barry & Barb Griffith
John & Betty Heitzke
George & Betsy Hinckley
Carmine Iannace
Dick & Judy Keane
Art Krueger & Trish Norton
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Gerry & Chryl Martin
Hull & Taffy Maynard
Lynn McDermott
John & Barbara Kay O'Dowd
John & Sharon Perry
Russ & Grace Pratt
Roxanne Ramah
Russell & Donna Reay
Helen & Andy Richards-Peelle
Brian & Patricia Sedaille
Shaun Seymour
Shrewsbury
Volunteer Fire Department
Lisa Steckler
Cynthia Thornton
Liesbeth van der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
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