EXPLORING THE CULVERTS OF SHREWSBURY
Did you know there are three 15-foot high stone culverts and
dozens of 36-inch stone culverts in Shrewsbury? They’re hidden
from view under the railroad where few people wander. In photos they all look very similar, but in reality they each have a very
distinct appearance with the most “majestic” culvert being the
one over Town Hill Brook.
The culverts were constructed in the mid 1800’s from huge
blocks of igneous rock quarried from land in Shrewsbury during
the initial years of preparing to lay tracks. It then took Irish laborers only seven months to lay the rails in 1849 from Boston to
Burlington. (Also, they unearthed a wooly mammoth in Mt. Holly
in 1848 during excavation; its tusk and a molar are on display at
the Mt. Holly Historical Museum.)
Legend has it that when the railroad was completed, a train
from Boston with a jug of Boston Harbor water and a train from
Burlington with a jug of Lake Champlain water met engine to
engine about half way where they poured the waters together.
When service finally began on the rail route a ticket from Burlington to Boston cost $6 for a 10-hour trip with an hour lunch
stop in Bellows Falls.

East of Route 103 at Smith Brook

Grace Brigham says “for years there has been a campaign to
save these wonderful culverts.” She has written to “authorities
and agencies” expressing concern that roots are wedging between the huge unmortared stones and endangering the culverts, and recently she has noticed some efforts to clear brush
from the areas around the culverts.
There’s only one way to get to the culverts…to walk down a
railroad track, thru fields, and down steep embankments. On
one of the first real sunny days of Spring, Grace not only led the
way to the three largest culverts but carried refreshments to
share by the water’s edge.

West of Route 103 at Great Brook

So there you have it…three hidden treasures. Wonder how long
they will support the roads and rails above them? ~ Chryl Martin

Tea time by a culvert!

Under the railroad over Town Hill Brook

Vermont State Senators:
Brian Collamore: bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us
Cheryl Hooker”: chooker@leg.state.vt.us
James McNeil: jmcneil@leg.state.vt.us
Vermont State House of Representative:
Logan Nicoll: lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us
The Vermont General Assembly is in session January
thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that
have been introduced, track each bill’s progress, and
review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us.
During the week you can contact your legislator by leaving a message at the State House by calling 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the Sergeant-AtArms' Office).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

United States Senators:
Senator Patrick Leahy
www.leahy.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569
Washington office: (202) 224-4242
Senator Bernie Sanders
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (800) 339-9834
Washington D. C. Office:
(202) 224-5141; Fax (202) 228-0776
United States House of Representative:
Representative Peter Welch
https://welch.house.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 652-2450 or (888) 605-7270
Washington, D.C. Office: (202) 225-4115

§

§

Community Support Services
Provided by
LIVING IN PLACE
Medical Equipment Available: Wheelchairs, walkers,
rollator walker with wheels, canes, crutches, shower
stools, and toilet seats are available for loan at no cost.
Meals: Soups and light meals available for sickness/injury or for financial reasons.
If you have any need for help
or have suggestions, contact
Judy Emerick 492-2228 or Dona Swartz 773-7403

Remembering Judith Carrara Gould
The Shrewsbury Historical Society extends condolences to
the family of Judith Carrara Gould who was an artist, writer,
and a quiet wonderful person. ~Submitted by Grace Brigham
Remembering Joe Patten
Shrewsbury Library remembers our longtime friend and former Trustee, Joe Patten, who died last month in Maine,
where he and his wife Mary had lived for many years. Joe
grew up in Cuttingsville and went to the one-room Cuttingsville School, which became the Library in 1975. He was a
gifted builder: of houses and communities; we will miss him.
Submitted by Joan Aleshire
Sad news from Maine this week when we learned the passing of former Shrewsbury resident Joseph Patten. Joe and
family had many friends here and was very well liked by one
and all. Our condolences to Mary and the family.
Submitted by Ruth Winkler

The Times of Shrewsbury
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly from February There is no charge for: jokes, poems, essays, nature reports,
through December, and compiled by volunteers from material family event announcements, or feature articles or letters that
submitted by residents with the goal of informing townspeople are not commercial.
of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and opinions
expressed in articles are solely those of the author and not Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is 5pm
necessarily those of the editors.
on the 20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will
be announced in the prior month’s Times.
All submissions must be accompanied by the name of the
submitting person and are printed at the editors’ discretion Best Formats: Articles: Word or as an email message with no
subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters to the Editor formatting. Photos: jpeg. Ads: jpeg (preferred) or Word docexceeding 350 words will be subject to editing for length. Any ument.
information piece or informational political letters (without
specific party or vote appeal) will be subject to the guidelines Monthly Advertising Fees:
previously described. A writer of a letter that names a ShrewsFull Page
$80
bury resident or organization in a critical manner must get
1/2 Page
$45
copies to the resident or organization, and to the Times by the
1/4 page
$10
10th of the month prior to publication or it will not run. If the
Business Card $5
named person or organization indicates in writing to the writer
Classified ad (15 words) $2.50
and to the Times that they choose not to respond, the letter will
Additional Fee to create an ad $5
run. If the named entity responds, the response and initial let- Payment due by the 20th of the month prior to publication.
ter will run in the same issue.
Chryl Martin
∼ Rich Biziak
Times of Shrewsbury, P.O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738
Email: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com
Online: www.shrewsburyvt.org
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
May 25,26
May 26
May 31

10-5pm
4pm
5-7pm

Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend
*Science Book Club meets at the Library
*Pierce’s Garage Opening Event – “Wine & Cheese with Marjorie and Glendon Pierce”

June 1
June 2
June 8
June 10
June 14
June 14
June 15
June 18
June 19
June 19
June 23
June 23
June 26
June 27

9am-3pm
8-10am
5pm
7:30-10am
5-7pm
7:30pm
7pm
12 noon
6:30-7:30
4pm
7pm
7pm
TBD

*Community Painting-exterior of Pierce’s Store-Call Ed Hemmer at 772-7157 if you can help
*Shrewsbury Conservation Commission Garlic Mustard pull
*Free Community Supper at the Meeting House, 88 Lottery Road
*Representative Logan Nicoll at Pierce’s Store
*Wine Tasting at Pierce’s Store
*”Ways to Wellness: A Roundtable” at the Library
*Deadline to submit Shrewsbury Outing Club Membership dues and Liability Waiver Form
*Historical Society Meeting at the museum
*Prayer Shawl Group. Call Roxanne Ramah for location: 492-3675.
*Ice Cream Social at the Library
*Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library
*Science Book Club meets at the Library
*Northam Cemetery Association Annual Meeting at Town Office at 9283 Cold River Road
*Pierce’s Garage Film Series – “My Mother’s Early Lovers” by Nora Jacobson

July 1
July 7

7:30-10am
1-3pm

*Representative Logan Nicoll at Pierce’s Store
*Historical Society Museum opens for the season

*see elsewhere in newsletter for details
Deadline for submission to Times of
Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm
th
on the 20 of each month.

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY
Is online at the town website at

www.shrewsburyvt.org

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS
Board of Selectman Meeting
Bone Builders
Library Trustees Meeting
Mill River Unified Union School Board Meeting
Planning Commission
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship
Shrewsbury Historical Society
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum
Shrewsbury Singers
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission

st

rd

1 & 3 Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office
Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House
nd
2 Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library
st
rd
1 Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3 Wed. 7pm location TBA
st
rd
1 & 3 Mondays – 7:30pm at Town Office
Sundays – 10:30am at the Shrewsbury Library, Upstairs
Sundays – 10:30am at the Shrewsbury Center Church
rd
3 Tuesdays at 7pm at the Museum
Opens July 7, 1-3pm, Sundays to Oct.27. 492-3324 for appt.
Sundays – 9-10:15am upstairs at the Meeting House
nd
2 Tuesday – 7pm at Southside Restaurant, Rutland
Thursdays – 7pm at the Cuttingsville Station
nd
2 Tuesday at 450 Frank Lord Road @ 5:15pm

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org
Clerk’s Office
492-3511
Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday
Town Garage
492-3656
(Follow prompts to report roadway blockage on non-work days)
Listers
492-2009
Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487 Wednesday 5pm–7pm
Transfer Station (Summer Hours: (April-October) Sunday: 8am-4pm & Wed: 12noon–7pm
Library
492-3410 Mon, Fri & Sat: 10am–Noon; Tues & Thurs: 7pm–9pm; Wed: 10am–5pm and 7pm–9pm
Meeting House
492-6050 Reservations: 492-3361 or julanne@vermontel.net
News Flash Email List vtbenbeano@gmail.com or benbeano@vermontel.ne
Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585 Window Hours Mon–Fri 7:30am–10:30am &11:30am–2;30pm; Sat 8am–11am.
Lobby Hours Mon– Fri 7:30am–5:00pm and Sat 7:30am–11am
st

1 Constable and Animal Control: TBA
Emergency Management Bert Potter 773-2272
Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019

Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877
Ambulance 773-1700
Rutland Hospital 775-7111
3

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
The Selectboard meets the 1 and 3 Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office.
st

rd

April, 17, 2019: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Road Commissioner Orders #4A of 4/17/2019 for $
7,700.77 Approved

Present at Meeting: Steven Nicholson, Selectman; Aaron
Korzun, Selectman; Mark Goodwin, Clerk
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:25 PM
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
by Selectman Nicholson
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Steven seconded
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
to approve the agenda. Modifications: Add under New Business: The Ad Hoc Telecommunications Working Group re- May 1, 2019: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting
quested a letter of support from the Selectboard prior to the
group giving testimony to the Vermont Public Utility Com- Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Steven Nicholmission and the Vermont Senate Finance Commit- son, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, Selectman; Jamie Carrara,
tee, Approved with modifications
Road Commissioner; Mark Goodwin, Clerk
Discussion and Adoption of the Local Emergency ManAd Hoc Telecom Group: Ann Vanneman, Chuck Finberg,
agement Plan (LEMP): Steven moved and Aaron seconded
Liesbeth Van der Heijden
to adopt the 2019 LEMP for Shrewsbury. Steven presented
the LEMP and Adoption Form which specifies the responsiCall to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM
ble and delegated entities and their respective contact inforby Selectman Potter
mation, list of equipment that can be utilized in the event of
an emergency, designated shelters and their respective serApproval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to
vices, vulnerable populations, public information and warnapprove the agenda. Modifications: Road Commissioner’s
ing. Approved
presentation of quotes for outfitting new truck moved to beCold River Road Relocation & Lottery Rd Culvert Status: ginning of agenda, VT Monster Bike Race. Approved with
modifications
Tabled till a later date.
Road Commissioner’s Report: Jamie obtained three (3)
quotes for accessory equipment to outfit the approved International cab & chassis: Box, Plow Hitches, Control Systems,
etc., including installation.

Appointments: Tabled
Notice has been received regarding the request for nominations for the Shrewsbury representatives to the Rutland Regional Planning Commission and the Rutland Region Transportation Council for 2019-2020.
Open to the Public: No public present
New Business: The Ad Hoc Telecommunications Working
Group had requested that the Selectboard provide them with
a letter indicating that they are representing the Town of
Shrewsbury prior to them giving testimony at the PUC’s
Workshop Service Provider Back up Power Obligations as
well as the Senate Finance Committee Thursday April 18.
The Selectboard, although reluctant to endorse the Ad Hoc
Working Group as representatives of the Town, are willing to
write a letter of support for the efforts that the Working Group
has undertaken on behalf of the Town in maintaining a viable
telecommunication system that can be utilized especially in
emergencies.
Steven moved and Aaron seconded to adopt letters of support for the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Working Group to
be submitted as part of their testimony at the Workshop requested by the PUC and Senate Finance Committee. Adopted

Tenco

Viking Cives

HP Fairfield

$ 72,125

$71, 300

$ 81,050

The Road Commissioner recommends utilizing Viking Cives
based on low bid as well as experience and durability of their
products.
Bert moved to approve the Road Commissioner’s recommendation for utilizing Viking Cives to outfit the new International Truck, Aaron seconded. Approved
Cold River Road Relocation & Lottery Rd Culvert Status: Otter Creek Engineering presented to the Town for signature approval an Agreement with Timbercraft Forestry to
rewrite and submit the Current Use management plan for
residual acreage that is not being transferred from Carroll
Adams’ property to the Town. This expense was previously
authorized by the Selectboard in the 10/3/2018 Sales
Agreement with Carroll Adams. The Timbercraft Forestry
agreement was approved and will be transmitted to OCE.

Finance comm support letter,APR17,2019
PUC support letter,APR17,2019

Appointments: Bert reported that he has made contact with
the Rutland County Sheriffs Department in regard to initiatMinutes: Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve the ing a “per hour fee” for services requested by Shrewsbury.
The discussion is still on-going in that Bert did not present a
minutes of 4/3/2019. Approved
definitive contract for review by the Selectboard.
Orders: Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve:
(Continued)
Selectboard Orders #4A of 4/17/2019 of $2,392.46 and
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
The Selectboard meets the 1 and 3 Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office.
st

rd

Steven will be contacting Laura Black, Chair Shrewsbury Clerk; Mark Youngstrom – Otter Creek Engineering; Carroll
Planning Commission in respect to nominations for Shrews- Adams – Resident property owner
bury’s representative to the Rutland Regional Planning
Commission and the Rutland Region Transportation Council. Ad Hoc Telecom Group: Chuck Finberg, Jonathan Gibson
Ad Hoc Telecom Working Group Report: Presentations
were made by both Ann Vanneman & Chuck Finberg in regards to the Public Utility Commission’s Workshop held April
30 in Montpelier regarding E-911 phone service consequent
to power failures and inadequate battery back-up for numerous VTel and similar telecom service provider customers in
Shrewsbury and other locations serviced by VTels’ updated
technologies. In addition, meetings were held with legislative
committees, particularly those working on broadband expansion, to include recognition that the E-911 availability or unavailability during power outages has a consequential impact
in underserved areas particularly when there are power outages and the newer telecom technologies have no electrical
power to run.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM
by Selectman Potter
Approval of Agenda: Bert moved and Steven seconded to
approve the agenda. Modifications: Catering license for
event at Crisanver House, Excess Weight permit, Ad Hoc
Telecom Group report. Approved with modifications
In order for the review of the revised deed documents related to the transfer of property from Carroll Adams to the
Town of Shrewsbury, a request for a delay in this segment of
the agenda was requested and implemented.
Appointments: Bert reported that the Rutland County Sheriff provides a base line level of support for each municipality
in the county including Shrewsbury. That unless the Town
were looking for specific hours for patrolling or an extraordinary incident, there would be no particular need to enter into
a contractual relation with the Sheriffs Department. Most
towns, Bert reported, were moving to this type of set-up in so
far as the statutory training requirements and insurance liabilities for Constables to take on a “Law Enforcement role”
are cost prohibitive for smaller municipalities.

The Working Group indicated that the issue of a once reliable and dependable E-911 service throughout Vermont is
being diminished because of the unreliability issues that
arise during power failures is gaining traction at both with the
Public Utility Commission and the legislature.
Open to the Public: No public present

New Business: Excess Weight Permit: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the Excess Weight Permit for M&M
Excavating. Discussion: All requisite paperwork was in or- Nominations for Rutland Regional Planning Commission and
Transportation Council are still awaiting input from the
der. Approved
Shrewsbury Planning Commission.
Transfer Station Punch Cards for Conservation Commission: Upon request, the Selectboard donated a $20 & Excess Weight Permit: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to
$10 Punch Card to the Conservation Committee for use as a approve the excess Weight Permit for Richard McKirryher.
door prizes during Green Up Day.
Discussion: Requisite fee & insurance in order. Approved
The Selectboard acknowledged receiving a copy of a letter Minutes: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to approve the
Marilyn Dalick wrote to the Times of Shrewsbury regarding minutes of 5/1/2019. Approved
feral cats at the Transfer Station.
Minutes: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the Cold River Road Relocation & Lottery Rd Culvert Status: Mark Youngstrom presented for signature of Carroll Adminutes of 4/17/2019. Approved
ams a Warranty Deed transferring the acreage to be utilized
Orders: Aaron moved and Steven seconded to approve: for the Cold River Road relocation from Mr. Adams to the
Selectboard Orders #5 of 5/1/2019 of $13,232.18 and Road Town of Shrewsbury. After a couple of concerns regarding
Commissioner Orders #5 of 5/1/2019 for $13,326.20
the cost of Current Use allocations and resubmissions of
Approved
plans for the residual Adams land were clarified and the
specific disposition of the old ROW, the Deed was signed
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:30 PM
and the transaction closed.
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select- The executed paperwork along with the modified Transfer
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Tax Return will be forthcoming from Gary Kupferer Esq. ear~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ly next week for recording in the Clerk’s Office.
May 15, 2019: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

Also executed was a “Notice to Proceed” which starts the
Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Steven Nichol- project clock in order for contractor completion no later than
son, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, Selectman; Mark Goodwin, August 3, 2019. An Agreement in respect to the cost to be
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES

MESSAGE FROM MONTPELIER

(continued)

borne by the Town of associated documentation of changes As I am writing this we are heading into what everyone asto the Forest Management Plan (Current Use stipulation).
sumes will be the last week of the session. I am not directly
on any conference committees where the last of the work is
A formalization, in writing, recognized by the Selectboard, being done right now so I am an odd mix of very busy on the
stipulating that all logs, both hardwood and softwood, will be floor with stretches of waiting for conference committees to
moved to a designated area for utilization of Mr. Adam’s use conclude. Things were moving especially fast for the last two
and/or disposal.
weeks on the floor with at least one major policy bill on the
floor for debate every day.
Ad Hoc Telecom Working Group Report: Presentations
were made by both Jonathan Gibson & Chuck Finberg in It’s hard to know the ultimate fate of a lot of the work I am
regards to the Public Utility Commission’s Workshop held most proud of this session, but I intend to write a one-page
April 30 in Montpelier regarding E-911 phone service conse- summary of the session from my perspective when we are
quent to power failures and inadequate battery back-up for finished for the year. It will be similar to the Town Meeting
numerous VTel and similar telecom service provider cus- Reports I made for town meeting week, which was closer to
tomers in Shrewsbury and other locations serviced by VTel’ the midway point of the session. I will leave copies of that at
updated technologies. Specifically highlighting the transcript Pierce’s Store and my other coffee hour locations, probably
of that particular hearing and the various perspective the around mid-June.
participants brought to the workshop.
So far the governor has signed into law 30 of the 57 bills that
The process explained by members of the Working Group have passed the House and the Senate this session. He has
will be for the Public Utility Commission to make a report, or not vetoed any as I write this, but most of those bills received
a ‘Findings of Fact”, by which support of or enhancements to broad support in both bodies and were often written in negolegislative initiatives in respect to the statewide broadband tiations with his administration. That is not to say they are
expansion that may have consequential deficiencies based inconsequential though, bills that have already been enacted
on the inherent technologies utilized that are not as resilient this session include changes to our healthcare system that
when there is an electrical power outage because of the will lower costs and improve health insurance coverage, immethods by which the telecommunication service is actually proving access to treatment for substance use disorder, reconnected to the residence. I.e. Fiber optic directly to the naming ‘Columbus Day’ to honor ‘Indigenous Peoples’, prohouse vs. discreet fiber hubs with copper lines to the house. tections for our drinking water sources from PFOAs, increasThe Working Group reported as to the various ways other ing the age to purchase tobacco products to 21 and multiple
utility companies and cooperatives support their residential bills that give much-needed support for our farms by improvcustomers with the back-up battery issues by having spares ing access to their healthy and local foods in our schools and
available for purchase as well as service options.
for Vermonters more broadly.
Overall the Working Group reported that the concern that
was initially raised in respect to inadequacies of the new Fi- Among the bills that have passed both bodies that the govber Optic VTel in respect to E-911 reliability was brought ernor has not acted on yet are some very big policy bills,
forth and recognized as a problem that will need to be ad- including major investments to improve broadband in rural
dressed as the State moves to expand digital technologies areas, reinstating earned good time in our correctional instithroughout the State.
tutions and regulation of neonicotinoid pesticides. They all
passed the legislature with strong tri-partisan support in both
Open to the Public: No public present
chambers and I am excited to see those bills enacted. The
two most divisive issues that we have sent to the governor
Orders: Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve:
are probably H.57 and S.169. The abortion bill and the gun
Selectboard Orders #5A of 5/15/2019 of $35,397.37 (Note: bill.
includes land acquisition costs already approved for the Cold
River Road relocation project) and Road Commissioner Or- I regret that I did not address the gun bill here last month, it
ders #5A of 5/15/2019 for $ 14,723.31 Approved
seemed like it would not come to floor and I thought it was
done for the year when I wrote my last article. But ultimately
Transfer Station Drawing: Jeff Fay’s name was drawn for a it did come out of committee and I supported it on the floor. I
$10 Transfer Station punch card.
struggled with that decision more than any other so far this
session, but I think it makes sense and I think it is good
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:30 PM
compromise legislation. The bill has a few sections that undo
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk parts of the regulations passed last session, as well as exThese minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select- panding the definition of a family for the purposes of passing
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
down a “large-capacity magazine”. That said I know some
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but people are probably upset with me over this bill and I urge
not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website you to reach out or come to a coffee hour if you would like to
www.shrewsburyvt.org
talk about it.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019

6

MESSAGE FROM MONTPELIER

Northam Cemetery Association
Annual Meeting of the Northam Cemetery Association will be
I have been struggling to catch up on emails lately and for Wednesday, June 26, at 7pm at the Shrewsbury Town Ofthat I am sorry, but know that I do read all of them, I just fice, 9823 Cold River Road. ~Catherine Carrara
don’t always have time to give you all the thoughtful answers
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
you deserve in a timely manner. I intend to keep doing my
coffee hours throughout the summer and do hope to see you
there, where you can always get a faster response if I have Dismas House Presents Award
Phyllis Wells of Shrewsbury was recently presented the
not responded to an email.
Mary O’Neil Award for her service to Dismas House in RutUpcoming coffee hours:
land. A strong advocate for Human Rights and a 15+ year
June 3 – Big Eyes Bakery in Ludlow - 6-9am
volunteer, Phyllis has been bringing others to the Dismas
June 10 – Pierce’s Store – 7:30-10am
table just as Mary O’Neil did. Phyllis and her husband startJune 17 – Belmont General Store - 7-10am
ed the “Living Room Gathering” a few years back, introducJune 24 – Café at deLight in Ludlow - 6-9am
ing their neighbors and friends to Dismas whose mission is
July 1 – Pierce’s Store – 7:30-10am
to reconcile former prisoners with society and society with
Logan Nicoll, State Representative (Ludlow, Mount Holly, former prisoners.
Shrewsbury) 802-345-8430
(Continued)

Progress Report on Telecom Issue
The Telecom Working group of Shrewsbury residents has continued its activity with some positive results. The
Vermont Legislature passed a bill (H.513) to help small local companies expand broadband to underserved rural
areas of Vermont through planning, funding, and loan programs. Of special interest to Shrewsbury are several
amendments to the omnibus bill that specifically address the loss of 911 service during extended power outages like
that experienced by local VTel subscribers last November.
Four Shrewsbury residents (Martha Sirjane, Ann
Vanneman, Chuck Finberg and Jonathan Gibsonn) met in
the State House with Sen. Randy Brock of Franklin County,
who subsequently sponsored our two amendments that
were enacted as part of the broadband bill. One of these
requires full reporting of E-911 outages to the Vermont
Enhanced 911 Board, something that is not happening now
if the telephone outage is caused by an electric power
outage. The other amendment requires the Public Utility
Commission (PUC) to give the General Assembly a report
on its review of the federal backup power obligations of
telecom companies like VTeL that will include “best
practices” for how these companies or other entities can
supply information, as well as technical and financial
assistance, to their consumers. There was also a bipartisan
last-minute amendment, supported by Senators Cheryl
Hooker and Brian Collamore of Rutland County, to provide
“micro-cells” to allow towns with poor cell phone coverage
to extend their coverage.

Jonathan Gibson and Ann Vanneman in front of the
Vermont State House on April 30.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019

Following their April 30 meeting with Sen. Brock, the same
four members of the town telecom group attended and
testified at a PUC workshop, pointing out the inadequacy of
the current battery backup system that requires consumers
to assume full responsibility for maintaining, monitoring,
and replacing their batteries so as to make regular and
emergency 911 calls during a power outage. As this issue
of the Times goes to press, final comments asking the PUC
to provide solutions for the electricity-dependency of our
telephone service are being prepared for submission. The
PUC’s decision on the case will be reported in a future
issue. ~Submitted by Jonathan Gibson
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Book Reviews from the Library—
Two ways
to share:
sharetoyour
book reviews
From
thedown
Library—
ly marched
many Please
main streets
demonstrate
what
REVIEW
OF
BOOKS
bydepartment
writing them
in the journals
keptchecks,
at the front
desk a
ourShrewsbury’s
represents.
Uniform
including
thorough
shirts,
belts, shoes, hats, parade
at theisinspection
Library
or of
email
to ties,
maplesugar@comcast.net
This
a selection
of reviews
fromofour
lanyards
and
much more,
were all part
the “Readers’
preparation.Pick”
THANK
YOU!
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors!
are compiled
by Marilyn Dalick
Thanks Book
to all reviews
our Reviewers
this month!

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT

We usually had a “drum section” led by Robert Beardmore to
give us!!!!!
a marching beat,
especially in the convention paFantastic!
rades where there might not be an actual marching band
!!!!
Compelling, page-turner
close to our place in the parade. The years when we didn’t
have drums!!!
or a nearbyEnjoyable
band, we would fall back on my old
Just O.K.
army training!!
and sing military
cadences for the department
to march to and!stay in Not
step.recommended
One year we actually used fire
axes to march beside our Shrewsbury banner and did a
simple “axe twirling”Swimming
routine. I cannot
remember who actually
to Antarctica:
did the axe spinning,
except
for
the
late
TomSwimmer
Mitchell, but we
Tales of a Long-Distance
did manage to survive thatby
routine
with
all
of
our
limbs intact.
Lynne Cox
Another year, we did a countermarch
routine
for
the judges
!!!!!
which
we
named
“the
Shrewsbury
Wheel”.
Both
the
axe rouGreat story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance,
persetine and the “Wheel” managed to impress the judges and
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance
gain trophies those years, plus being lots of fun.

Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Engine #2
(based at the Northam Station) participating in the Loyalty Day parade in Rutland on May 5, 2019. Jack Perry
drove the truck and was accompanied by his nephew,
Luke Sunderland (Photo by Nils Eriksen)

swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait,
Straits
of Magellan,
and yes—ultimately,
Antarctica.
Ourthe
trucks,
especially
old Tanker
#1, the 1991 Ford
deFueled
by
the
words
of
a
teammate’s
mother
thattheshe’d
signed by the late Tim Stewart which still serves us from
somedaystation,
swim was
the for
English
Channel,
she does
that—
Cuttingsville
many years
our primary
parade
setting
a tanker
world sports
recordtheatbeautiful
age 15—and
way more.
vehicle.
This
banner displaying
an Sciantique
drawn and
steam
engine
and the
letters
ence,horse
geography
human
nature
rolled
into SVFD.
one.

I recently received the above photo of Shrewsbury’s Engine
#2 driven by SVFD president and firefighter Jack Perry who
drove to Rutland on the first Sunday in May to participate in
the annual Loyalty Day parade. Our gratitude goes to Jack
for continuing the decades long tradition of the SVFD having That banner was made to cover theReviewed
porta-tank
parade
byfor
Martha
Sirjane
equipment and personnel in the parade.
purposes and was painted by Shrewsbury’s own Gracie
Brigham
whose
was My
our Glasses?
town’s first fire
Where
Didfather
I Leave
Thechief.
Where, When,
In the history of the department, marching or driving equipand Why of Normal Memory Loss
ment in parades is a long and proud tradition. It goes all the There are many
special memories of the parades in which
by Martha
way back to the decade of the 1980s, and probably before. the SVFD has participated.
WithWeinman
Jack PerryLear
doing a solo repNot only has the department participated in the Rutland Loy- resentation, it reminded me of !!!
a year when I did the same
This
a good
alty Day parade, but in the Vermont State Firefighters Con- back
in is
the
early book!
80s. Because Jack is so well known to
Barbara
Griffith
vention parades as well. For those who have never visited many, I am sure that he received lotsReviewed
of cheersbyand
encourthe meeting room of the Cuttingsville Station, there is an en- agement from the parade fans. The year that I did it, I didn’t
tire wall featuring trophy cabinets which display hundreds of want to be alone, so I took my old dog “Bobo”, who was very
Murder in the Marais
trophies won by the SVFD over the years. Most of the tro- well known to people involved with the Saltash Serenaders
Murder in Belleville
phies are for participation in firemen’s muster games, but who rehearsed next door to my home. Bobo would always
Murder
in the Rue du Paradis
some are for winning equipment competitions. The depart- go next door when they practiced,
and their children loved to
by
Cara
Black
set in Paris)
ment is especially proud of receiving 20 consecutive trophies play with him. In the parade,(mysteries
I was driving the old Interna!!!!!
for its entry of Tanker #2. Also, in one of the cabinets is a tional pumper: “Gordon Pierce” (Engine #1). Bobo sat proudI LOVE
these! I read one on a plane to California, and
trophy for winning a hose cart competition which was held at ly next
to me as we proceeded down the Loyalty Day parade
one
coming
back—and
the Rutland Fair in the 1950s. If you attended the “Shrews- route, or I should
say stood couldn’t
with his stop
headreading.
out the window.
Reviewed
by Joan
Aleshire
bury Day” last year, you saw that same cart being hand- That year, all I could hear was children on the route
yelling
drawn in our local parade.
“Hi! BOBO! Look, it’s BOBO!”. Needless to say, I was not a
popular or well-known
thatMysteries
year, but my dog sure
Thecelebrity
Beautiful
Looking carefully at the trophies, you will find many which was.
by Louise Penny
state: “Best Marching Unit”, “Best Marching Unit, 10 or Un!!
der”, or “Best Marching Unit with Equipment”. Each of these The pride of the SVFD, and memories of the many members
Spellbinding
setting—a
monastery
in the forests of
is a source of great pride to department members present who have participated in these activities deep
as well as serving
northern
Quebec—an
intriguing
premise—a
monk has
and past who gave a little of themselves, as Jack Perry did our town in the time of need is all part of what the departbeen
murdered
in
the
monastery
garden—that
on
this year, to not necessarily “win” trophies, but to display the ment is about. This Memorial Day, you may see little calls
red
theinskills
of
the
kindly,
calm
(but
haunted)
Chief
Inspecpride and loyalty of the department members in our little flags
the cemeteries. If you look closely at those flags,
town of Shrewsbury.
torfeature
Armand
Gamache.
The
plot is intricate
without
being
they
a Maltese
cross
representing
the fire
service,
though—and
hardoftoremembering
tell one monk
andcompelling,
the words “Loyal
to Duty”. Itit isgets
our way
In my memory bank, I can recall many members like Barry andfrom
another!
The to
Chief
Inspector
good but
company,
if
saying
“thank you”,
those
who haveispassed
once
Griffith, Al Ridlon Sr. and Jr., Mark Stewart, Paul Stewart, served
our little town
as first
responders
this mystery,
with of
its Shrewsbury
DaVinci Code
echoes,
seemsofuninTom Ryan, Elliot Stewart, Jon Lees, Jamie Carrara, Russ the SVFD. Until next month:
spired.
Reviewed by Joan Aleshire
Carrara, Kevin Brown, and others, as well as past members,
Bob Beardmore, Jeff Monder, Todd Fillmore, Ray and Jesse
Remember
always stay
fire safe!
BooktoReviews
Compiled
by Marilyn Dalick
Dambrackas, Tom Puma, Tom Mitchell, Tim Stewart and
Submitted by Bob Snarski
many others (forgive me if I didn’t list your name) who proudTimes of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019
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Sunday, June 23 @ 7pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: Best Science and Nature Writing 2018 (discussion 1 of 2). Copies
will be available at the Library; please call Joan (492-3550) if
you need one.
SHAKESPEARE MOVIE NIGHTS will take a vacation in
June, July, and August, and will return in September.
QUILTERS’ GROUP: Please call DONNA (773-7403) if
WELCOME BACK, DONNA and DICK SWARTZ! We know you’re interested in joining: all welcome!
spring’s here when they’re back at work in the Library!
At the ANNUAL MEETING all officers were re-elected: JOAN WRITERS’ GROUP: On vacation; please call Joan (492ALESHIRE and LISA SHARROW as Co-Presidents; TRISH 3550) or Penelope (492-3345) for information.
NORTON as Vice-President; GAIL HARTIGAN as Secretary;
DEBBIE BLECICH as Treasurer; and LISA SHARROW as New Books include:
Co-Treasurer. TRUSTEES whose terms expired agreed to • Normal People by Sally Rooney: The new, best-selling
novel by the acclaimed young Irish writer. (Her first book,
serve a new three-year terms, except for JUDY EMERICK,
Conversation with Friends, is even better!)
who has resigned because of family commitments.
• The Secret Wisdom of Nature: Trees, Animals, and the
MANY THANKS to everyone for their service, and especially
Extraordinary Balance of All Living Things: Stories from
to JUDY, who has been a dedicated Trustee, staffing more
Science and Observation by Peter Wohlleben: The third
than her share of shifts, always pitching in at Fund-Raising
book in the “Mysteries of Nature” trilogy by this popular
events, and initiating a model retrieval system for overdue
writer.
books and DVDs. We’re very happy that she’ll continue to • The Guest Book by Sarah Blake: A satisfyingly oldstaff and help out!
fashioned (but new!) novel about three generations in a
family home.
With Judy’s resignation, we have an OPENING on the
•
Maybe You Should Talk to Someone: A Therapist, HER
Board. If you love small libraries and community organizaTherapist and Our Lives Revealed by Lori Gottlieb: Wit
tions; books and reading; movies and ideas (any or all of the
and wisdom from an acclaimed professional.
above!) and can: attend trustees’ meetings the second
Tuesday of every month @ 7pm.; staff at least twice a month
during Library hours; and serve on a committee (Fund- New DVDs include:
Raising; Program; Building; or Children’s); please contact a • Our Planet: How the Earth Was Made, Life After People, A
Global Warning. (We have the companion book too.)
member of the Nominating Committee: Gail Hartigan (4923605); Lisa Sharrow (492-3732); or Dirk Thomas (492-3549). • Boyz in the Hood; Poetic Justice; and Higher Learning: A
retrospective of films by the late, great John Singleton.
MANY THANKS to ANNE SARCKA for her talk on her engaging book about her mother Elizabeth, co-founder of
Spring Lake Ranch with Anne’s father Wayne. It was wonderful to have GLORIA KORNGIEBEL BENSON and LUISA
SPENCER sharing their childhood memories of Elizabeth.
MANY THANKS to STEFAN GRACE for his marvelous
presentation on his family’s recent trip to Morocco for the
Festival in the Desert. Stefan’s deep knowledge of Moroccan
history and culture, and the beautiful photographs and recordings, made this program a special treat.
Coming Events:
Friday, June 14 @ 7:30pm: WAYS TO WELLNESS: A
ROUNDTABLE with Dianne Barclay (acupuncture); Lindsay
Courcelle (Myofascial Release); Vickie Gilhouse (Integrated
Positional Therapy); Kelly McDermott –Burns (Reiki); Galen
Miller (Yoga and IPT); and Grace Pratt (Yoga, herbal medicine and sound healing).
Continuing Programs:
Sunday, June 23 @ 4pm: FAMOUS
BOOKS BOOK CLUB: March: A Graphic
Novel by John Lewis: The VT Reads
2019 Selection provided by the VT Humanities Council: The story of the Civil
Rights Movement by the heroic participant and U.S. congressman. Copies are
available at the Library.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019
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Book Reviews from the Library—
Book lovers! Please share your book
reviews by writing them in the journals
kept at the front desk at the Library or emailing them to maplesugar@comcast.net
Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick
★★★★★
★★★★
★★★
★★
★

The Roving Reporter Asked:
How can you tell when Spring has arrived?

Fantastic!
Compelling, page-turner
Enjoyable
Just O.K.
Not recommended

!

“In Shrewsbury? Hummmm…….” ~BG

!

“This year? Who can tell! Maybe when the black flies are
out….flying in my eyes, my nose, my mouth!” ~AS
“Out by Johnson Pond the leaves aren’t totally out on the
trees but the undergrowth is greening up so it looks like
a lawn out in the woods.” ~PS
“Dinner is later…and later!” ~ML
“When I see the little purple flowers in the yard.” ~ES
“We don’t know this year….don’t have a clue!” ~KP
“I look for the shadbush blossoms…but they’re not out
yet. They have juneberries on them, and Mrs. Korzun
used to make pies with them.” ~GK
“When I get back to Vermont from Florida.” ~DF
“When the snow doesn’t stick to the ground!” ~RMc
“When I hear the hermit thrush. The Robin is false—they
come too early; they arrive one day and it snows the
next day!” ~EL

!

!
!
!
!

Consequence, A Memoir
by Eric Fair
*rating unavailable*
A difficult book, but necessary. It’s an account of a fairly
normal guy who thinks about right and wrong but who gets
a job torturing people in Iraq for very good money as a contractor. Difficult because he confesses stuff that really could
go unconfessed without too much moral hazard. Difficult
because he’s a passionate but unskilled writer. Difficult be
cause the heart of the thing has been disemboweled with
redactions—great passages completely blacked out—and
ones you just know contain the juiciest revelations. And, of
course, difficult because the subject matter of his tortured
life (should he torture people, or be a police officer, or be a
Presbyterian minister, or should he get a heart transplant,
or should he write these confessions to the newspapers).
Difficult but necessary, and, for responsible citizens, essential.
Reviewed by Anonymous

!
!
!

!

The Secret Life of Bees
By Sue Monk Kidd
***
I have just gotten around to reading this book. Published in
2002, it has been a popular book, with something like a cult
following and good reviews via word of mouth over the
years, so I don’t know what took me so long. It is a gentle
read about violent matters. It is a story about the damage
that parents can inflict on a child. It is also a story about the
healing power of consistent gentleness, friendship, and trust.
The author writes delicately, and with a sparsity of strokes,
she paints characters that we love and seem to know. I also
enjoyed the story’s devotion to the bees, who are revered
and wondrous, fascinating creatures. I think young, teenage readers would especially enjoy this book.
Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick

“When my forsythia is in bloom...and the mountains look
3-dimensional when the sun hits them and contrasts with
the clouds…but mostly when the gargantuan forsythia
blooms!” ~BJ

There are all kinds of ways to tell
when Spring is about to arrive. For
me it’s when I hear from Julanne
Sharrow about the returning birds.
Each year she takes note of the
barn swallows return (“about 9am
on May 6” this year). “Hummers”
are next, but Julanne says many
think it’s not “officially” Spring until
you hear the Morning Doves coo. ~The Roving Reporter

Benefit Concert on September 7, 2019
A Benefit Concert is planned for September 7
at the Meeting House…Look in future issues
of the Times of Shrewsbury for more details and
information! ~Marcos Levy

Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019
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June revels in green and blossom
After a long, harsh winter, how wonderful it is to look out on
fields turning green and the air filled with blossom’s perfume.
And so, the Historical Society unwinds from the wrath of
snow and ice to welcome all to our meetings once again. By
the time you read this, we already have had our first meeting
on May 21, the third Tuesday of the month. Our next meeting is on June 18. The opening day of our museum this year
is July 7.
YouTube film – “Our Rutland”
In a recent communique from the Vermont Historical Society,
there is mention about a film that can be found on YouTube:
it is called "Our Rutland". I viewed it and found it to be remarkable and so much fun to see. The film was produced in
1941 by the Rutland Lions Club specifically to be sent to the
men at Camp Blanding, Florida. The Lions Club members
were introduced and the camera followed them to their meeting place. The film was digitized by the Vermont Historical
Society and is available for viewing on your device.

false alarm; seems that unidentified planes were approaching. We practiced "black outs" in the evenings, and were visited by Air Raid Wardens if a tiny light was noted. The arrival
of letters from our loved ones was so important, and daily
menus were planned using food stamps. A different time.
I suppose that is why this film is so important to me. It
brought back many memories of mine living near Mitchell Air
Force Base on Long Island, NY. The constant drone of war
planes as they circled for landing or taking off at all hours of
the day and night. All this happened near Roosevelt Field;
the airport that saw Charles Lindbergh take off in his plane
headed to Paris in 1927. My Dad was there that day, and my
Uncle was a motorcycle cop helping to hold the crowds
back.
History happens every day, according to one of our members. If you are a film and history buff, try to see this film. I
give it four stars.
Next meeting : of the Society will be on Tuesday night, June
18 at 7pm. All are welcome. ~Submitted by Ruth Winkler

~~More Information Coming~~
SHREWSBURY DAY
September 15, 2019

Shown are glimpses, before and after, of buildings and
landmarks. It shows homes and life in the city, with many
movie houses and a huge fire department. There were at
least three to four bays that held the trucks. The various
trucks used were shown; including a ladder truck and a small
truck used for brush fires. Shown too were several movie
houses with employees standing out front, which included at
least four ushers, the manager, ticket taker and candy counter manager. There were two, five-and-dime stores, plus an
early JCPenney.
What astounded me was the amount of people walking
through the city and the cars lined up in front of so many
shops. It is great to see the fashions of the forties, the people all dressed up to go shopping, etc. The cars, and different parades. The film lasts about an hour.
It also appears to me to be spring as there is mention of
Easter, women with corsages pinned on their jacket or coat,
men in suits. One gentleman is show carrying a potted tulip.
Folks emerging from churches. On one corner of the city are
several men in uniform. It may be the spring of 1941 as the
war with Japan started with their attack on Pearl Harbor the
following Dec. 7, with the U.S. officially entering WW II.
I was 13 years old when that happened. And for the following four years of high school remaining for us, we graduated
in June of 1945, the war finally ended. During the time we
were going to high school, life changed for all of us and we
actually were involved in all the horrors and stress of that
time. We grew up fast. Some of our classmates left school to
join up. My mother worked at Grumman’s during the war as
a riveter. My two brothers were drafted. We were blessed
with their safe return. Teenagers all, helped with selling war
stamps, bonds, and saving scrapped items such as tin and
rubber for recycling. One day at school, the special alarm
rang and we were told to leave for home immediately. The
panic that followed was unbelievable as we scrambled to our
lockers for our belongings and then running home. It was a
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019

Shakespeare Film Club - Owing to the introduction of a new
member of the team at Casa Flanigan, we will not be presenting our program of films over the summer at the very
least. If any one is interested in taking over projection duties,
please email Mike @ michael.flanigan@gmail.com It's been
a privilege to share in this with all of you and I hope to see
you all again soon.
Thank you, Mike Flannigan

11

Trash and Ash--Mulch Ado About Nothing

CUSTOM CABINETRY
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICE

FRANK GUNDAL
KITCHEN DESIGNER

Cell: 339-987-7076
advantage@rcn.com

What do Green Up Day, and ash tree inventories have in
common? Most of the work is within the Town Road ROW. It
is work no one really wants to do and is created by the actions of others. It needs to be done before the leaves come
out for maximum effect. And FINALLY in both cases one
underestimates the amount of each along the road. Despite
the incentive of having green trash bags provided, using up
a Saturday morning to fill bags and meet with friends at the
transfer station to compare notes is not a high priority. It is a
community need because the waste of others does not get
completely hidden by leaf emergence and if it were not done
we would have 48 years of accumulated roadside trash.
White ash, with all its relatives, is a victim of an introduced
borer (actions of others) and numbers will become more important as the infestation moves closer. Early figures for
Shrewsbury has both winners and losers depending on location, location, and location. Total number of roadside ash is
about 1200 trees scattered over nearly 60 miles of Town
Road. For sheer number of roadside ash trees to “manage”
the clear winner is the Mitchell Road with over 200 ash trees
growing in the ROW on a very narrow road. Others with
similar concentrations of ash in parts of the roads are: Upper Cold River, Crown Point, Cold River, Bailey, and Lottery Roads. You are not a part of the ash problem if you live
on Old Farm Road (0), Freeman Brook Road (1), or Coldham Road (4). Other roads are somewhere between these
extremes in ash numbers and more detailed information will
emerge as we move along toward ash dying. By the time this
issue of The Times of Shrewsbury comes out; so will ash
leaves (very late emerging) making tree ID more difficult
and by the September issue ash will be bare again (early
leaf fall). So don’t confuse dormancy with death. Most ash
are still alive; just a short growing season.
Finally, if you have planted a new tree this spring don’t forget
to mulch it, because mulching keeps grass from competing
with tree roots for moisture and retains soil moisture as well.

Bone Builders
9-10am
Every Tuesday and Thursday
at the Meeting House on Lottery Road

Free weights and Instruction
Join us to improve your
Bones, Balance, and Strength
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019

BUT DO IT CORRECTLY! AVOID MULCH VOLCANOES!
Spring planting season usually finds a travelling companion
in my car besides my wife. It is a small shovel to correct the
mulching errors of others in shopping centers, small professional building sites, and other private areas that plant trees
for landscaping and then contract out the mulching. It seems
like a small problem but very little travel is required before
one encounters the “mulchers” burying tree trunks. The International Society of Arboriculture or Google will in detail
describe what to mulch with and how to do it but any instructions should NEVER include piling mulch directly against the
bark of a tree. So throw the shovel in your vehicle and join
the anti-volcano army. You can’t be wrong and a tree will
thank you for it. ~Gary Salmon, Tree Warden
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Shrewsbury Conservation Commission News

Defend your Town against Invasives!

Late spring brought not only unexpected mid May snow but
a flurry of activity in SCC events. An inside activity with
thoughts of sunnier days was the Gardening for Pollinators
workshop at the Library. Cindy Heath, Master Gardener,
helped participants plan future gardens aimed at attracting
and feeding the many types of pollinators that have been
struggling to survive as their habitats change in our modern
world. Several folks have requested the plant list she recommended. If interested, check out the Conservation Commission page on our Town’s web site for this fantastic list of
plants, descriptions, and flowering times.

Please join your Conservation Commission (SCC) for a
group Garlic Mustard Pull on Sunday, June 2, from 8-10am.
Teams of two will compete to see who can remove the most
Garlic Mustard in one hour, with fabulous prizes awarded to
all! (cookies, brownies, rhubarb crisp, tomato and pepper
plants, etc.)

May started with Green Up Day.
81 volunteers of all ages enjoyed
breakfast treats before getting
their road assignments and heading out to pick up roadside litter.
Sixty six bags of litter, mostly fast
food containers and cans, were
turned in that morning as well as
numerous full truckloads of Big
Stuff. Thanks to Judith Thomas for
baking the first place raffle prize of
her famous cheesecake, won this
Minka
year by Madison Paul. Although
we had more volunteers than usual, we were missing some loyal Green Uppers that were
away and several roads still need attention. Consider grabbing a bag and walking on one of these roads and picking up
trash: the lower part of Cold River Road, Upper Cold River
Rd on the Northam end, Eastham Rd, Bailey Rd,, Plumley
Rd, and the Northam Rd from Johnson Pond to the School.

Garlic Mustard Pull
Sunday, June 2 from. 8 – 10am
Location: top of Old Farm Rd., off Russellville Rd.
8-8:30am- Greeting, Orientation, Team Up, and Plant ID
8:30- 9:30am - Search and Destroy
9:30 -10:00am. - Pick your prize!
Bring your bug spray and tool to loosen soil, if you have one.
We hope by this action to protect the surrounding forest from
this harmful plant. Garlic Mustard is easy to recognize and
simple to pull, and not toxic to us.
P.S. A plea for consideration and common sense: DON’T
dump invasive plant debris, or any parts, in the nearest cellar
hole or over the neighbor’s stone wall. I have seen the results of this action - MORE PLANTS, and a plague unleashed on your neighbor! Instead, wrap them in black plastic and let them sit in the sun for an extended period.
Submitted by Pam Darrow, SCC

The next weekend Connie also led her annual Naturalist
Walk to explore the new life emerging. There is such a comforting grounding of one’s spirit on these “walks” that cover
little distance but quietly ask
us to slow down our pace,
open our eyes and ears, and
just observe and appreciate
details in nature. One take
away was that there seemed a
two week delay in the flowering of plants due to harsher
than usual spring. We also
discovered the black fungus Chagas as well as some rather
disgusting looking tree slime. Go to youtu.be/AIAxvtvE97I
and blog.mycology.cornell.edu/2010/04/30/tree-slime-stumpflux-and-microbial-consortia/
Sunday morning July 21: Walk and Talk on Medicinal Herb
Foraging and Recognition led by Grace Pratt of Sol Luna
Farm. More on this to follow.
Interested in becoming a “Citizen Scientist”? There are many
opportunities for volunteering with the Vermont Center for
Ecostudies. They will train you on a variety of studies that
need good observation skills around our state on wild bee
studies, vernal pool monitoring, the loon conservation program, butterflies, and Bicknell Thrush surveys. If interested
visit www.vtecostudies.org/volunteer to find the citizen science project that’s right for you! ~Submitted by Louise Duda
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019
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ANNUAL	
  PLANT	
  SALE

	
  

Sundays	
  May	
  26	
  and	
  June	
  2	
  
from	
  10	
  am	
  –	
  2	
  pm

Vegetable	
  seedlings
Culinary	
  &	
  Medicinal	
  Herbs
Flowers
Plants	
  for	
  home	
  gardeners	
  with	
  discounts	
  for	
  bulk	
  
buying.	
  Hundreds	
  of	
  varieties,	
  grown	
  organically.	
  
Hardy,	
  healthy,	
  stocky	
  plants	
  for	
  your	
  gardens.
224	
  Frank	
  Lord	
  Road,	
  Shrewsbury
Scott	
  &	
  Lindsay	
  Courcelle
alchemygardens@gmail.com	
  
(802)	
  492-‐2087	
  

www.AlchemyGardensVT.com	
  

Community Church Calendar
All Services are at the Center Church
and Meeting House.
May 26 @ 10:30am: Worship Service led by Wendy
Savery and Sunday Fun Day Program.
June 2 @ 10:30am: Worship Service and Holy Communion led by Rev. Bob Boutwell. Sunday Fun Day Program. Please bring a nonperishable food item for the
food shelf.

Come One! Come All!
Free Community Supper
June 8 at 5:00pm

June 9 @ 10:30am:Worship Service led by Wendy Savery and Sunday Fun Day Program.

All Invited! It’s a Mexican Fiesta! Sombreros Optional. Music, Food & Fun! Our menu will include:
Homemade Beef, Bean and Chicken Enchiladas, Rice, Salsa, Guacamole, and of course Scrumptious Desserts! Have
a neighbor who can’t get out? Let us know and we can make
a dinner to go.

June 16 @ 10:30am:Worship Service led by Wendy
Savery and Sunday Fun Day Program.
June 19 @ 12:00 noon: Prayer Shawl Group. Call
Roxanne for location 492-3675. Bring a bag lunch, knit
and enjoy the fellowship. All are welcome! Dessert and
drinks provided.

The kids have been busy! What fun we had making special
refreshments for Easter, painting bird houses and planting
hanging flower baskets for moms for Mother’s Day!
Do you have a Child who would like social time on Sunday
Morning? Please consider joining us at 10:30am- 12pm
Sundays at the Shrewsbury Center Community Church Upstairs at the Meeting House in the Children’s Room for the
Sunday Fun Day
Program. We have
story time, crafts,
activities
and
snacks.
Contact
Allison Stone 3525189 or Anissa
Park 259-2564 or
Cortney Allard 6837852 or Lynette
Over 775-0853. All
are welcome to be
part of this program. We also welcome parent participation.

June 23 @ 10:30am: Worship Service led by David
Rice. Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program.
June 30 @ 10:30am: Worship Service led by David
Rice. Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program.
FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF
Free Community Food Shelf @ the Library in the front entry
way. Those in need are welcome to help themselves any
time the Library is OPEN! Food is also available upstairs at
the Shrewsbury Meeting House on Sunday from 9am12noon or by appointment.
Community Needs
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Contact
Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 802-661-8399 or
Donna Smith 492-3367. Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna Smith 4923367. Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach
Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Roxanne Ramah
492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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From www.thefelineconnection.org (The Feline Connection
Feral Cat Population Solutions
For a long time Bob Perry put bowls of food out for feral cats website:
“We focus on homeless cats and kittens, and a major
living at the dump. About a month ago, when I was at the
component of our work is Trap, Neuter & Return (TNR).
dump, Bob and Gary told me about three newborn kittens
TNR has been determined to be the most humane way
that were there. The kittens were crying for their mother, who
to manage existing cat
never came to them, and both
colonies. A majority of
Bob and Gary were very upset.
feral cats cannot be soThey were beside themselves
cialized and do not enjoy
trying to figure out how to help.
living with humans, but
The three kittens died. It was
left undisturbed, very
still extremely cold then, and
quickly grow to nuisance
that didn’t help matters.
numbers, and they live a
This sad event happened to
poor quality life filled with
coincide with my taking in two
misery, hunger, and disyoung cats who were in desease.
perate need of a foster home.
We capture the cats,
Dr. Alaire Smith-Miller, who
give them a medical
used to have a veterinary pracevaluation, provide them
tice in Shrewsbury, asked me
with lifesaving vaccines
to take them in, as she was
and other treatments as
“full up.” She knew that I was
needed. We then have them spayed or neutered and re“pet-less,” and so I was glad to help. Both cats were delivturn them to the colony, all in one day. If the cat is friendered to my home, the female first, and then the male, who
ly, we evaluate it for adoptability. Sometimes loving cats
had to be trapped. They were littermates, and the male was
get lost and end up in colonies, but they would much radescribed as “feral.”
ther be a pampered house cat.
The group who rescued these cats is called The Feline ConWe also set up a colony management volunteer to pronection. I had been updating them regularly as to the provide ongoing support. The goal is to stabilize the colony
gress of “my” cats, who have found a forever home with me,
by sterilizing all cats, so that, over time, the colony will
and told them about the miserable situation at our dump in
naturally decline.
town. They waited a bit for the warmer weather and then
sprang into action!
We also work with homeless, neglected and abandoned
cats, and cats from hoarding situations. These cats are
Here is their update to me today:
placed in foster care while undergoing evaluation. We
“Caught all eight cats in a 24-hour period. Two were already
bring cats to whatever is optimal health for the individual,
done by RCHS. We spayed one female (the one whose kitand then work to find them the perfect forever home. We
tens died), neutered three males. We have two moms who
balance the health of the cat and the cat community, the
were pregnant; one had four kittens and abandoned them,
individual cat’s needs, and the needs and best practices
and Alaire is fostering them. Mom will be spayed and refor the adopters.
turned on Saturday or Sunday. The other mom had kittens
two days ago. She had four kittens, and are in foster care “
with Eva. All kittens are doing well! All cats have now been The Feline Connection relies entirely on donations and volspayed and neutered, except the two moms. Once they are unteers to accomplish these goals.”
Submitted by Marilyn Dalick
spayed, they will be returned.”
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and painting. We’ll try to have monthly updates as well as
the names of our 6th and 12th grade graduates in next
month’s Times.

Shrewsbury Mountain School
We have had an exciting May so far up at the Shrewsbury
Mountain School. The Camp SMS Carnival was held here at
school on May 3 and students bounced in the bouncy house,
played games and danced along with a rocking DJ. All who
attended had a great time.
The 5th and 6th grade students attended a mock trial in Rutland to learn more about our court systems and some wellread students battled other district students in the yearly Battle of the Books. Every student at SMS was featured in our
all-district art show at the Sparkle Barn in Wallingford. We
have true Renaissance students!
Congratulations to Julia Bonafine on receiving full funding for
her grant proposal through Donorschoose.org. Ms. Bonafine’s project, called “Shrewsbury Bilblitz” will provide her
classes with a variety of Audubon bird models that makes
authentic calls!

The once abundant school bus driver has in the last few
years seen a significant decline in numbers to the point it is
being considered for placement on the Endangered Species
List. Humor aside, the Mill River school district is, as practically all school districts in VT and beyond, facing a critical
shortage of school bus drivers. While we have been able to
just get by this year with enough drivers for the daily bus
routes and extracurricular activities; there have been some
days when it was uncertain if all the extracurricular activities
would have transportation. As we write this, due to retirements in June, we are not certain we will have enough bus
drivers next fall for the daily routes, let alone the extra activities. For part time work the hourly rate for bus drivers is $24
(with all required certificates and licenses) and right now the
district is offering a signing bonus of $1,500. If you are interested, or know someone who may be, please contact the
Mill River school district (775-3264) for more information.
Submitted by Adrienne Raymond and Andy Richards-Peelle
Shrewsbury Representatives, Mill River School Board

In academic news, SMS is currently working on a schoolwide water project. In early spring, each homeroom chose a
part of the property to conduct research on snowmelt and
drainage. The classes have continued to gather data as
green has blossomed around the school. Recently, the entire
school met in multi-age groups so each class could share
their findings with representatives from other classes. This
summer the school will be getting some upgrades to our
drainage system as well as a rain garden. Students will be
meeting directly with the contractor to share their research
and ideas before school lets out in June.
Please mark your calendars for June 6 for our 9am band
concert and pre-k certificate ceremony and for June 17 for
our evening all school choral and music concert and our 6th
grade graduation. Thank you!
Submitted by Jodie Stewart-Ruck
Principal, Shrewsbury Mountain School
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
All the schools are in the final weeks’ countdowns with concerts, field trips, picnics, and graduations coming fast and
furious. You can check the schedules for each school at millriverschools.org. You can also find agendas and minutes for
the various board and committee meeting. PEGTV tapes
the twice monthly full board meeting and they can be
watched by going to their website. As soon as the last day is
done, the summer’s building projects will start up. If you
drive by any of the five buildings this summer you will see
the various projects taking shape. Shrewsbury will see
drainage work and a rain garden as well as general upkeep
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SHREWSBURY LIBRARY PASSES
Passes available for patrons to checkout
Vermont State Parks: This pass provides free entry into
any Vermont State Park day areas for up to eight people
in one vehicle.
Vermont Historic Sites: Provided by Vermont's Historic
Sites and the Dept. of Libraries. Gives free entry to Vermont Historic Sites for one family or groups of up to eight
people.
ECHO: Pass provides $7 admission per person, valid up
to four guests to ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science
Center in Burlington, VT.
Wonderfest: Valid for regular admission for two adults
and three children under 18.
Vermont Institute of Natural Science (VINS) in
Quechee. Reduced Admission: Adults, Seniors & Youth
(ages 4 to 17) $5.00; Children ages three and under are
free.

SHREWSBURY OUTING CLUB
Greetings! Membership to the Shrewsbury Outing Club(SOC) is available to any Shrewsbury resident or landowner who
has paid the $45 membership fee and signed the waiver below. If you wish to join for the 2019 season, please send your
check and waiver by June 15 to:
Shrewsbury Outing Club
c/o Randell Barclay, Treasurer
9171 Cold River Rd.
Shrewsbury, VT 05738
Your name will then be added to the membership list and posted at the lake. Remember that by signing the waiver that you
are agreeing to make sure that your family and your guests are following the guidelines that are posted at the lake (no
dogs, no glass bottles, no roughhousing, use fire pit responsibly and generally be good caretakers of the lake). We also ask
that you be mindful that the SOC area is for your family and your personal guests. Our area is not suitable for youth groups,
large family gatherings and/or parties.
• SOC has hired a security service again this year. The security guard will be at the lake throughout the summer to
insure compliance with the rules and encourage a safe and pleasant experience for everybody. Please take a moment to introduce yourself.
• Children’s swimming and water safety lessons will be led by Marcos Levy on the following dates: August 7,8,9,14
and 15. Sessions will begin at approximately 10am. You may register at http://www.TheNewLearningProject.com
after June 1 where you can find out more information about the course.

Best wishes for a beautiful summer!

SOC Membership Form and Waiver of Liability 2019
PLEASE NOTE: Your membership will not be effective until and you are not eligible to use the SOC swimming area until
both the annual dues and the waiver are received.

Waiver of Liability
I recognize that there is NO lifeguard on duty at any time at the SOC swimming area. My family and I are using the facility
at our own risk. We agree to use the area safely and responsibly. I also take full responsibility for my guests who accompany me to the Lake. I understand that my guests (personal guests) MUST be accompanied by a family member and I take
responsibility for their actions.

AGREEMENT TO ABIDE BY SOC RULES:
By signing this form, I understand and agree to abide by SOC rules that are posted at Spring Lake and outlined in the letter
above. I AM AWARE THAT DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON SOC PROPERTY.
PRINT NAME___________________________________________
SIGNATURE____________________________________________
E-MAIL________________________________________________
FAMILY MEMBERS USING THE SOC SWIMMING AREA___________________________________________________
For 2019 Membership send signed waiver and check for the $45 membership fee by June 15 to:
Shrewsbury Outing Club, c/o Randell Barclay, Treasurer, 9171 Cold River Rd., Shrewsbury , VT 05738.
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Watch Local Graduations on PEGTV Channel 20
Watch Rutland County high school graduations on PEGTV
Channel 20 starting this June. Visit pegtv.com for a complete
schedule of air dates, or to watch anytime on demand. DVD
Copies are also available for purchase. Please call (802)
747-0151 or email bdoan@pegtv.com to request a copy.
PEGTV is comprised of Comcast Channels 15, 20 and 21
and VTel channels 163, 164, and 165 and is available
throughout Rutland County to all cable subscribers. Streaming programming, hyper-local weather forecasts, and video
on demand services are also available online
at www.pegtv.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Wallingford Town Hall Concert Series
On Wednesday, June 5 at Wallingford Town Hall at 7pm
Andy Stewart (fiddle) & Mary Jo Slattery (guitar, vocals) perform music from several roots traditions, including the exuberant soulful two-steps & waltzes of Cajun Louisiana, the
upbeat fiddle tunes of French Canada and New England, as
well as blues and southern mountain ballads. Suggested
donations of $10 to $15 at the door. All proceeds less 10
percent go to the musical group. A non-profit group will host
a bake sale.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Blood Pressure/Foot Care Clinics
•
Wed, 06/05, Wallingford, Wallingford House, 10:30am
•
Thurs, 06/06, Rutland, Parker House, 10am
•
Thurs, 06/06, Rutland, Bardwell House, 12:30pm
•
Wed, 06/26, Rutland, Godnick Adult Center, 12:30pm
The cost of the foot clinic is $10. Please contact
802.770.1536 to find a clinic near you. No appointment necessary.

A HOLISTIC YOGA STUDIO, SOUND HEALING

AND HERBAL CENTER
Opening June 4th for the
Spring/Summer/Fall 2019 Season
Restorative Yoga & Gentle Yoga classes in the
Yoga Barn resume beginning June 4th
Crystal Attunement Sound Healing
Saturday June 8th 7-8:15 pm
Wild Medicinal & Edible Plant Workshop
Sat. June 15th from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
New Upcoming Events:
Forest “Bathing” Immersion Hike
Flower Essence & Aromatherapy workshops
And more in the works...
FOR SCHEDULE & DETAILS: SOLLUNAFARM.COM
329 OLD FARM ROAD, SHREWSBURY, VT
(802) 492-9393

Tinouth Concert Series
Shady Rill (Patti Casey & Tom MacKenzie) perform at the
Old Firehouse in Tinmouth on June 14 @ 7:30pm - 9:30pm.
All concerts start at 7:30pm; doors open at 7:00. Donation of
$10 to $15 goes 90% to the musicians; the balance pays the
town for the hall. Coffee, tea, and locally made treats are
available, provided by local groups. Your donations will supCholesterol Screening:Wed, 06/05, Rutland office of port their activities.
VNAHSR, 8:30am. The cost is $30. Call 802.770.1536 for
more information.
Bereavement Support Meetings: Every Tuesday at 6pm at
Grace Congregational Church. The Reverend Andrew Carlson, office chaplain for the Rutland VNAHSR office, will facil- June 8, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. (rain date, Sunday)
itate. Call 802.770.1613 for more information. Bereavement Upper Elevation Work Party; call Wayne Krevetski 282support meetings are free and open to the public.
2237, or Larry Walter 775-3855. Join us to do spring cleaning and maintenance on the higher stretches of the
Vermont Ostomy Group is on summer break, and will reLT/AT. Bring work gloves, water and lunch. Tools will be
sume in September or October.
provided.

The Times of Shrewsbury is our community “newspaper”
So…if you have a photo, an article, or an idea….send it along!
We’re always looking for photos, articles, and ideas!
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ries of garden workshops at Rutland’s south east community
gardens on Allen St. Scott Courcelle of Alchemy Gardens
will be addressing timely issues throughout the season and
offering nuggets of his personal experience along the
way. Workshops are planned from May through September
and will cover pests, practices, preservation, and more.
Come join “Life cycles of weeds and pests,” our second
workshop in the series, on June 19 at 5:30 pm. Come prepared to get your hands dirty, and inspired to celebrate gardening with your neighbors!

A jolly group gathered at Russellville Schoolhouse on April
28 for stories old and new from the sugar bush. Grace Korzun told of accompanying her father gathering sap when she
was a child of three. They went to the sugar bush with the
gathering tank on a sled pulled by their team of Percherons.
The horses were voice trained so that the gathering was a
one-man job, Grace said. Her father would take a big bottom Finally, we are happy to announce that SAGE is supporting
bucket and walk from tree to tree, the horses followed along area farmers and folks facing food scarcity by gleaning from
to a spot where he could empty the buckets into a tank.
Rutland’s Saturday market and making donations to distribution centers and agencies. This first week we received 60
pounds of local organic produce from area farmers and delivered it to the Vermont Foodbank for distribution! Soon, we
will also stock the Shrewsbury food shelf, located in the Library’s entryway room, with fresh produce weekly!
Schedule of Events:
June 19, 5:30pm-7pm,
Life cycles of weeds and pests: What to expect,
at 101 Allen St, Rutland

For more information about SAGE: contact Stephen Abatiell
at educate.sage@gmail.com, Joan Aleshire at 492-3550 or
Grace Korzun with Mark & Connie Youngstrom
visit www.sagevt.wordpress.com. Follow us on Facebook
for up to date event details at Shrewsbury SAGE.
~ Stephen Abatiell
Bernard Stewart brought us up to the present by describing
the Stewart family's extensive maple enterprise in Cuttingsville. Many other community members shared stories and
maple samples, and we’d like to offer a big thank you for
everyone that came out!
We also want to thank all the players that have been coming
out for our schoolhouse music nights. We will be taking the
month of June off from this event, but hope to see you all
again at the next one!

Alice MGarey-Martin and Kim Williams
A small but enthusiastic group of folks attended our first
seed swap on the 5th of May, and we hope to offer more
events like this to help folks have good gardening experiences. One of these garden events being, our monthly seTimes of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019
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Rain, Mud, Snow and More Rain Can’t Keep Us Down
The geese and ducks are back, the trees are budded and
blooming and the peepers are singing at dusk every evening. Even though Saltash was showing white last week, it
truly looks like it might be spring and the start of another
great summer at Reinbow Riding Center in Shrewsbury.
We launched the new season with two Volunteer Clinics
and once again we have been pleasantly surprised with the
number and quality of all the wonderful people that have
turned out to volunteer in the program and help us give our
riders the times of their lives. Even if you’ve missed the
Clinics its still not too late to join us if you’re looking for
something gratifying to do this summer.

Summer Hours
Rutland Farmers Market
Saturday 9am-2pm
Ludlow Farmers Market
Friday 4-7pm

Jet working very hard training some of our new and returning volunteers. Cora Hewitt riding, Natalie Henry leading,
Bill McGrath (left) and Jen McDermott (right ) sidewalking.
~Photo by Susan Presson
It’s going to be a particularly busy year for us—more kids
and more horses. To start off we have five schools participating in the program this spring; Shrewsbury Mt. School,
Mt. Holly School , Ludlow Elementary School, Mill River
Middle School and Proctor Elementary School. While Proctor
will be coming during the school day, the other four schools
will participate in after school programs until school is out in
June. In the fall they will return to finish up their sessions
through the end of October as long as Mother Nature cooperates.
Once school is out; old friends and new return to participate
in the program. Our program for children of military families
continues throughout the summer, ages three and up. We
still have room for more riders for the summer, but you need
to sign up soon. RRC will also be doing some camps this
summer. Information about the camps will appear on the
website soon.
We have some new horses in the program this year as well
as some familiar manes and tails. Without these willing, gentle souls there would be no program, so we’re celebrating
our equine partners all summer long. For more information
visit our website: reinbowridingcenter.org; email programs@reinbowridingcenter.org, call 802-236-2483 or find
us on Facebook. ~Submitted by Janet Upton
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Sample New Fair-Trade and Organic Wines at Pierces…
Thanks to its co-op status, the Shrewsbury Co-op at Pierce’s
Store is excited to be introducing a line of fairtrade certified and organic wines at amazingly affordable prices. Join us
for a free tasting from
5pm – 7pm Friday June
14 to sample the wines to
see which ones suit your
palate.
The La Riojana Backstory
We are excited about the wines because of the special nature of their production. La Riojana is a cooperative based in
La Rioja province of Argentina which represents 500 small
family growers, the majority owning no more than 7.5 acres
of land each. As part of its ethic, La Riojana only offers its
fair-trade certified wines to cooperatives like Pierce’s store.

Leading Vermont Filmmaker Featured
at Pierce’s Garage
June 27 ~July 18 ~ August 15
Time to be announced
As part of the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
Shrewsbury Co-op at Pierce’s Store, we’ll be screening a
series of Vermont-oriented films in Pierce’s Garage. We are
very excited to feature four films by one of Vermont’s top
filmmakers, Nora Jacobson, who is best known for The Vermont Movie. Nora has agreed to join us for the viewings,
allowing Q&A with the director about her films.

La Riojana guarantees each of its members a higher than
average market price for their grapes, provides savings on
costs such as diesel, fertilizer and hail insurance, and offers
financial and credit support to help members through difficult
times. Experts affiliated with the co-op offer technical and
agricultural advice for best practices.
Since establishing its cooperative in the 1940s, La Riojana
focused on producing wine in an ethical, sustainable and
environmentally friendly fashion. The winery was first certified as an organic wine producer in 2000 and has since
grown to become one of Argentina’s largest producers of
organic grapes. It was one of the first Argentine wineries to
introduce a carbon-neutral program for its winemaking process, working with growers, its transport system and export
practices.

,

We’ll be opening the series on Thursday, June 27 with My
Mother’s Early Lovers, Nora’s first feature-length film released in 1998. Based on a diary found by Vermont author
Sybil Smith (who was co-writer of the film), the movie centers on a young woman’s exploration of her mother's past,
uncovering a secret at the heart of her family's history. NPR
called it “a wonderful film...subtle, thoughtful, funny...” Run
La Riojana was the first Argentine winery to become fair- time is 103 minutes.
trade certified in 2006. It has grown to be the largest fairtrade wine producer in the world providing approximately On Thursday, July 18, we’ll be screening Nothing Like
$15 million Argentine pesos of support to its growers since Dreaming, a story about a Vermont teen who befriends an
2006. This has included investing in services including a wa- eccentric recluse living in an abandoned factory at the edge
ter facility for members and workers living in the village of of town. Run time 95 minutes.
Tilimuqui which previously had no regular water supply. The
cooperative also financed a new secondary school in the On Thursday, August 15 we’ll have a double feature: The
region offering free technical secondary education.
Hanji Box, the journey of an adoptive mother seeking to understand her adopted daughter's Korean heritage, history
Most of the co-op’s current wine is produced using organic
and culture (run time 1 hour); and Raghead (The R Word),
techniques (for example, sheep supplement growers’ inabout a firefighter who is surprised when his blind date
comes and provide fertilizer for the vineyards). The cooperashows up wearing an Islamic veil (run time 18 minutes).
tive is funding official organic certification for its family growers. Currently, over a quarter of its production is certified with
Seating in Pierce’s Garage is limited so we are offering ada goal of being 100% organic-certified by 2025.
vance tickets which can be obtained at Pierce’s Store or
The Wines
online by going to the Pierce’s Store website
But the main reason we are pleased to be featuring La Ri- (www.piercesstore.com/).
ojana is the wine itself, which in addition to its excellent
provenance is very drinkable and extremely affordable. We have not set a fee for the tickets, letting you choose how
Pierce’s is able to offer each of the following varieties for much you wish to donate for the tickets. The donations will
$7.99: Chardonnay, Malbec, a blend of 70% Bonarda and go to cover Nora’s travel expenses and other costs associ30% Malbec, and Cabernet. The tasting will help Sally and ated with the film series. We anticipate the events will sell
Elena decide which varieties to feature on a regular basis so out, so don’t hesitate to order your tickets.
please join us to decide which wine you like best!
~Submitted by Sandy Bragg
~Submitted by Sandy Bragg
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Craig & Peggy Angstadt
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Nate & Angela Bailey
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem
John & Mary Beerworth
Nancy Bell
John & Linda Berryhill
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Ludy Biddle
Rich Biziak
Dave & Debbie Blecich
Sheree Bloch
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Jim Bulno
Herb & Karen Carrara
Michael & Laura Cashel
Christina Clarke
Marilyn Dalick
Scott & Bev Darling
Ray Diprinzio & Lisa Garson
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler
Nils & Pamela Ericksen
Luisa & Chuck Finberg
Liz Flint
Dave & Jo Fretz
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry
Richard Gile & Sue Brown
Mark & Carol Goodwin
Pam & Peter Grace
Barry & Barb Griffith
John & Betty Heitzke
George & Betsy Hinckley
Theresa Hoffman
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys
Martha Herbert Izzi
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2019

Jack & Betsy Jesser
Sandra & Al King
Robert & Judith Landon
Clare & Ed Mangine
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Stephen & Patricia Martyn
Hull & Taffy Maynard
Lynn McDermottt
Michael & Jennifer McDermott
Linda McGuire
Dave & Meg Mellor
John & Barbara Kay O'Dowd
Jack & Sharon Perry
Roxanne Ramah
Ed & Adrienne Raymond
Russell & Donna Reay
Reinbow Riding Center
Helen & Andy Richards-Peelle
The Ridlon Family
Dick & Lillian Rohe
Ed & Judy Ryan
Gary & Margery Salmon
Suzanne Savage
Brian & Patricia Sedaille
Shrewsbury
Conservation Commission
Historical Society
Library
Mill River Unified Union
School District
Outing Club
Volunteer Fire Department
Podge & Martha Sirjane
John C. Stewart II
Wendy Stewart
Dirk & Judith Thomas
Cynthia Thornton
24

Morris & Martha Tucker
Liesbeth van der Heijden
Lana Vanaucchi
Howard & Deborah Weaver
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Nancy & Jim West
Lee Wilson
The Winkler Family
Francis Wyatt
Mark & Connie Youngstrom

