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The spring months of 2020 have fortunately been very quiet for the SVFD with only a
few calls for traffic accidents (both in and
out of town), and of course, the Mill River
Lumber Fire in Clarendon in early April as
mentioned in last month’s Times. Due to
concerns over the Covid 19 pandemic,
department members have been very cautious on calls. N95 facemasks and surgical
rubber gloves to go under work gloves are
available for responding firefighters and are kept aboard
both pumper trucks. During calls, as much as possible, firefighters have been practicing social distancing; however, for
some first responder tasks, this is not possible. In the past
couple of months, weekly department meetings have been
suspended, but individual firefighters have been checking on
equipment and stations on a regular basis to wash trucks,
start motors and equipment, and keep things ready for
emergency use. Hopefully, during the month of June, some
of the restrictions will be loosened, and the Department can
carefully resume some necessary maintenance, training, and
general business.

July 2020

ing us to avoid brush and grass fires this
year. A big thank you to the community
for not burning brush as that was also a
great help in preventing wildfires. In any
case, our pack pumps and brush fire
gear were put aboard the trucks and
were ready to go if necessary. Fortunately, the department hasn’t needed to use
them this year.

Grilling and Fire Pit tips
With the summer coming on and Vermont still under emergency pandemic restrictions, a lot of us will be cooking and
grilling. This is just a reminder to make sure that used charcoal or pellets that have been burned for cooking are totally
out before disposal. With gas grills, it is a good idea to be
sure that tanks are shut off after the cooking is done. Campfires and firepits are also becoming popular at individual
homes. If you are using any of the above, always think safety first. It is a good idea to keep water or a fire extinguisher
handy. After you are done, be sure that the fire is out, and
the ashes are cold and drowned if necessary.

Burning Brush
Tribute to Former SVFD Volunteers
One blessing for the SVFD was the late and stormy winter Finally, with Memorial Day upon us, you may notice that in
and spring which kept our fields and forests wet, thus allow- local cemeteries, US and red firefighter flags will be prominent. On the firefighter flags (pictured above) is the symbol
of service with the antique firefighter lantern, a ladder, axe,
pike pole, pick, helmet, and fire trumpet. Below the symbol,
there is a banner which displays the words “LOYAL TO OUR
DUTY”. The SVFD places flags on the graves of former
Shrewsbury Volunteer Firefighters as a tribute to their service. Their contributions to this community should never be
forgotten.
The SVFD would like everyone to enjoy the summer weather
and ALWAYS STAY FIRE SAFE.
Submitted by Bob Snarski, SVFD Safety Officer
Photos by Bob Snarski

THE SVFD NEEDS YOU!

Shrewsbury Firefighter Jon Lees mans a nozzle at
the recent Mill River lumber yard fire.

We need new and younger members. The Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department (SVFD) can provide equipment,
training, and support. Whether you’ve had prior experience
as a first responder or have no experience at all! We need
volunteers. Men or women who would like further information
may call Bob Snarski at 492-3505, Barry Griffith at 4923573, or Jack Perry at 773-3278. No commitment necessary.

Vermont State Senators:
Brian Collamore: bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us
Cheryl Hooker”: chooker@leg.state.vt.us
James McNeil: jmcneil@leg.state.vt.us
Vermont State House of Representative:
Logan Nicoll: lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us
The Vermont General Assembly is in session January
thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that
have been introduced, track each bill’s progress, and
review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us.
During the week you can contact your legislator by leaving a message at the State House by calling 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the Sergeant-AtArms' Office).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

United States Senators:
Senator Patrick Leahy
www.leahy.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569
Washington office: (202) 224-4242

Shrewsbury*Mountain*School*Registration
We#are#now#accepting#registrations#for#new#students#in#grades#
th#
prekindergarten#through#6 for#the#202072021#school#year.
If#your#child#will#be#three#years#old#by#September#1st#then#they#
are#old#enough#to#attend.#We#have#afterschool#programs#to#fit#
your#work#schedules.
If#you#have#questions#about#our#prekindergarten#program#or#
would#like#the#registration#forms#mailed#to#you,#please#email#
Marj#Congdon#at#smscongdon@millriverschools.org

Senator Bernie Sanders
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (800) 339-9834
Washington D. C. Office:
(202) 224-5141; Fax (202) 228-0776

With#school#closed#we#will#not#be#able#to#have#in#house#regis7
trations#at#this#time.#We#will#have#a#meet#the#teacher#time#
before#school#re7opens#in#the#fall.#

United States House of Representative:
Representative Peter Welch
https://welch.house.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 652-2450 or (888) 605-7270
Washington, D.C. Office: (202) 225-4115

The Times of Shrewsbury is
our community “newspaper”
So…if you have a photo, an article,
or an idea….send it along!
We’re always looking for
photos, articles, and ideas!

The Times of Shrewsbury
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly from February There is no charge for: jokes, poems, nature reports, family
through December, and compiled by volunteers from material event announcements, or feature articles or letters that are not
submitted by residents with the goal of informing townspeople commercial.
of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and opinions
expressed in articles are solely those of the author and not Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is 5pm
necessarily those of the editors.
on the 20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will
be announced in the prior month’s Times.
All submissions must be accompanied by the name of the
submitting person and are printed at the editors’ discretion Best Formats: Articles: Word or as an email message with no
subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters to the Editor formatting. Photos: jpeg. Ads: jpeg (preferred) or Word docexceeding 350 words will be subject to editing for length. Any ument.
information piece or informational political letters (without
specific party or vote appeal) will be subject to the guidelines Monthly Advertising Fees:
previously described. A writer of a letter that names a ShrewsFull Page
$80
bury resident or organization in a critical manner must get
1/2 Page
$45
copies to the resident or organization, and to the Times by the
1/4 page
$10
10th of the month prior to publication or it will not run. If the
Business Card $5
named person or organization indicates in writing to the writer
Classified ad (15 words) $2.50
and to the Times that they choose not to respond, the letter will
Additional Fee to create an ad $5
run. If the named entity responds, the response and initial let- Payment due by the 20th of the month prior to publication.
ter will run in the same issue.
Chryl Martin
∼ Rich Biziak
Times of Shrewsbury, P.O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738
Email: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com
Online: www.shrewsburyvt.org
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
May 30

8am-noon

June 11
June 15
June 24

7pm
7pm

*Green Up Day
*Virutual Workshop on composting (see page 19)
*Deadline to submit membership form to Shrewsbury Outing Club (see page 18)
*Northam Cemetery Association Meeting (Socially Distanced) outside the Northam Fire Station

*see elsewhere in newsletter for details

Meeting House Notice
The Meeting House Committee has decided that the Shrewsbury Meeting House, being a public building, needs to follow
the Governor’s recommended practices to help keep everyone safe. Even though the virus spread appears to be subsiding,
for at least through May, public use of the building is generally not permitted. Very limited use by individuals, or groups of
three or less, who must use the building out of necessity, such as the monthly Coop food divide, is allowed, provided that
those approved to use the building bring adequate cleaning supplies and completely clean all surfaces used. If there are
questions, please contact Julanne Sharrow at julanne@vermontel.net. Thank you for your understanding.
~ The Meeting House Committee

Deadline for submission to Times of
Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm
th
on the 20 of each month.

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY
Is online at the town website at

www.shrewsburyvt.org

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS
Board of Selectman Meeting
Bone Builders
Development Review Board
Library Trustees Meeting
Mill River Unified Union School Board Meeting
Planning Commission
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship
Shrewsbury Historical Society
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum
Shrewsbury Singers
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission

st

rd

1 & 3 Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office
Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House
th
4 Wed -7pm at Town Office; check town website for agenda
nd
2 Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library
st
rd
1 Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3 Wed. 7pm location TBA
st
rd
1 & 3 Mondays – 7:30pm at Town Office
Sundays – 10:00am at the Shrewsbury Library, Upstairs
Sundays – 10:30am at the Shrewsbury Center Church
Postponed until further notice
Closed until further notice
Sundays – 9-10:15am upstairs at the Meeting House
nd
2 Tuesday – 7pm at Southside Restaurant, Rutland
Thursdays – 7pm at the Cuttingsville Station
nd
2 Tuesday at 450 Frank Lord Road @ 5:15pm (May -Dec)

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org
Clerk’s Office
492-3511 Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday
Town Garage
492-3656 (Follow prompts to report roadway blockage on non-work days)
Listers
492-2009
Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487 Monday 9am-11am
Transfer Station (Until further notice) Sunday: 8am-4pm / Wed: 1pm–6pm
Library
492-3410 Mon, Fri & Sat: 10am–Noon; Tues & Thurs: 7pm–9pm; Wed: 10am–5pm and 7pm–9pm
Meeting House
492-6050 Reservations: 492-3361 or julanne@vermontel.net
News Flash Email List vtbenbeano@gmail.com or benbeano@vermontel.ne [Urgent and reminder news information]
Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585 Window Hours Mon–Fri 7:30am–10:30am &11:30am–2;30pm; Sat 8am–11am.
Lobby Hours Mon– Fri 7:30am–5:00pm and Sat 7:30am–11am
Animal Control Officer: Aaron Korzun 492-3362
Emergency Management Aaron Korzun 492-3362
Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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1 Constable: TBA
Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877
Ambulance 773-1700
Rutland Hospital 775-7111
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Safely Connect with Friends and Family
Recommended practices to help you weigh the risks and plan accordingly
Staying home is still the best way to lower our risk of COVID-19, but many of us are eager
to take small steps to safely see our friends and family again. This guidance helps you
weigh the risks to prevent new cases and serious illness from quickly increasing.

HOLD

Take health & safety precautions
These steps will help protect you and others
and keep COVID-19 from spreading.
Keep a 6-ft distance from other people.

CENTER PAGE 2

Wear a face mask or cloth face covering.

Keep your social circle small

Wash your hands with soap and water or
use hand sanitizer.

This will make it easier to know who else
may have been exposed and needs to
self-isolate if someone gets sick.

Stay home if you are sick or have recently
been exposed to someone who has
COVID-19. Call your doctor to see if you
should be tested.

Choose one other trusted household
that is also taking health and safety
precautions. This could be another
family, or members of your own family
who live in a separate household.

Stay close to home

Limit your group to 10 people or fewer.

This lowers the chance of having to stop along
the way where you may be in close contact
with others or exposed to contaminated
surfaces.

Keep a list of who you have been in
close contact with each day.

Limit non-essential travel to short distances.

Protect those at higher risk

Consider outdoor spaces and open areas
where it is not too crowded and easier to
keep a physical distance.

People age 65 and over and people with
underlying medical conditions are more
likely to develop more severe illness.
Those at higher risk for serious illness
should continue to stay at home.
Connect with one another by phone,
computer or video.

Choose activities that do not require sharing
food or touching shared objects or other
surfaces.

Shrewsbury Health Officer:
Kathy Felder (492-3633)

healthvermont.gov/COVID19
@healthvermont
Times of
of Shrewsbury
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
The Selectboard meets the 1 and 3 Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office.
st

rd

April 29, 2020: Minutes of Special Selectboard Meeting

From the Helping Hand Fund
A big Thank You to all the generous townspeople who rePresent at meeting: Selectboard members: Francis Wyatt cently donated to the Helping Hand Fund and to the HHF
and Aaron Korzun by phone, Steven Nicholson.
Food Shelf. Due to your generosity, the Shrewsbury Community Church has been able to purchase food for the food
Members of the Public: None.
shelf at the library entrance area and for our food shelf at the
church. We also purchased food cards for Hannaford and
The meeting was convened at 7:00 p.m.
Price Chopper and are able to help people through a generous donation to Pierce’s Store.
Agenda: A. Korzun made a motion to follow the agenda with
the addition of Orders #4A under new business. Seconded If you, or anyone you know, is in need of some assistance
by F. Wyatt. Passed.
with food or for financial help with a necessity like a utility or
medical bill, please contact Sue Kelley, Donna Smith, or Rita
Korzun made a motion to approve the 2020 Local Emergen- Lane. You can also call 558-5991.
cy Management Plan. Seconded by F. Wyatt. Passed.
We keep all requests confidential and can deliver the help to
Korzun made a motion that due to the Covid-19 emergency a mailbox or residence if requested.
the Selectboard will continue to support the Town highway
Karen Lorentz, Treasurer
crew payroll of 40 hours per week for the month of May. SeShrewsbury Community Church
conded by F. Wyatt. Passed. A discussion ensued about the
Shrewsbury Community Church administers the Helping
mandatory VOSHA training required of all town employees.
Hand Fund to help people in need.
Open to the Public: None.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New business: Orders #4A were signed on April 15th,
2020. Selectboard Orders for $517.32 and Road Commissioner Orders for $9,253.51.
Approval of minutes: The minutes of the April 1st meeting
were approved. Motion by A. Korzun. Seconded by F. Wyatt. Approved.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Steven Nicholson
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Health clinics. Fire departments.
Schools. Even roads and highways.
The census can shape many different
aspects of your community.
!

Census results help determine how billions of dollars in
federal funding flow into states and communities each
year.

!

The results determine how many seats in Congress
each state gets.

It's mandated by the U.S. Constitution in Article 1, Section 2: The U.S. has counted its population every 10
years since 1790.
For more information go to: www.2020census.gov
!

Your answers can shape our future
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020

5

News from Shrewsbury Listers
Spring has finally sprung in Shrewsbury. We hope that this
is finding everyone “Staying Home, Staying Safe and Staying Healthy” during this Pandemic.
Hours until further notice:
Wednesdays 1pm-6pm
Sundays 8am-4pm
Punch cards will be temporarily available directly from Transfer Attendants during the Covid-19 period. Punch Cards will
be sold at the Transfer Station. Payment by check is preferred (payable to Town of Shrewsbury). No credit cards.

The Board of Listers is planning on meeting the June 4
deadline for filing the Grand List. Grievance notices will be
mailed per usual and Grievance hearings will occur in a
timely fashion thereafter. We will be posting our Grievance
Agenda per State Statute in four places and on the Shrewsbury Town web page. Conducting a grievance hearing will
be challenging during the Covid-19 outbreak for all concerned.

The Reading Room is closed until further notice.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

At our Organizational Meeting held on May 19, 2020 we
have established guidelines as directed by the Department
of Taxes.
•

Shrewsbury Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(LHMP) Update
The Shrewsbury LHMP Committee and Steffanie Bourque, Emergency Management Planner with the Rutland
Regional Planning Commission (RRPC) met on May 13.
This Kick-Off Meeting was a general organizational meeting.

All grievances MUST be in writing and submitted
via mail or email. We have grievance forms available to
help aid your written grievance. if you so wish to have on
it will be posted on our website.

Mail address:

Shrewsbury Listers
9823 Cold River Road
Shrewsbury, VT 05738
Email address: shrewsburylist@vermontel.net
Shrewsbury Web site. ShrewsburyVT.org
•

•
•

•

The Purpose of the Plan is to assist the Town in identifying natural hazards facing our community, such as flooding, erosion, high winds, extreme winter weather events
and landslides, ranking them according to local vulnerabilities. Adverse impacts such as disruptions to transportation, utilities, accessibility to community resources, personal safety and property damage will be considered and
mitigation strategies developed to reduce risks.

Those appellants wishing to support their written appeal
with verbal testimony will be given the opportunity via
telephone conferencing. For an appointment for phone
conference you may contact us by telephone at 802492-2009 for directions on how that will work. Please be
sure to leave a telephone number or numbers where we
may contact you. Please be clear as to who we will be
speaking with for the grievance.
All meetings should be recorded.
The Listers will be in the office, socially distanced with
face coverings. It will not be possible for listers to share
physical space with the public. We will communicate with
the applicant by speaker phone Although we can’t share
our space we will make arrangements for anyone who
wants to listen to the hearings.
There is a drop box available if you choose to leave your
information at the Town Office.

As the work progresses, there will be Public Meetings
where your ideas and suggestions will be formally solicited. The Committee will greatly appreciate your participation at those public meetings. However, if you have any
immediate questions, comments, specific concerns or
ideas, please contact me and I will see that the Committee is made aware of them.
The planning process consists of seven steps:
•

• Step 2: Compile Hazards Information & Complete
Vulnerability Assessment

Please feel free to contact us with your questions. We truly
are All in This Together.
Sharon Winnicki, Chair Board of Listers
Ronaele Bowers, Lister
Susan Kennedy, Lister
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

• Step 3: Present Hazard Identification & Vulnerability
Assessment in Public Meeting
•

Step 4: Develop Mitigation Strategy

• Step 5: Present Mitigation Strategy in Public Meeting

News from the Town Treasurer:
Although the town office is closed to in-person customers,
the treasurer is in the office on Monday from 9:00 to 11:00
am, and able to perform services by mail, email, or phone.

• Step 6: Submit Plan to Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) and Revise if Needed
• Step 7: Submit Plan to FEMA, Revise if Needed,
and Adopt Plan

Linda McGuire, Treasurer, Town of Shrewsbury
9823 Cold River Rd, Shrewsbury, Vermont 05738
Treasurer’s Office 492-3558
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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The plan is expected to be finalized in late fall.
Submitted by Alan Shelvey, LHMP committee member,
ajshelvey@outlook.com

In Memoriam
Patricia Ann Richardson, 70 of Shrewsbury died Tuesday,
May 12, 2020, at the Rutland Regional Medical Center after
a courageous battle with pneumonia. She was born April 26,
1950, the daughter of James and Frances Fitzpatrick.
She graduated from Chatham High School and was employed by Mill River Union High School as a para-educator
for several years retiring in 2018. She was also employed by
the State of Vermont as an Assistant Family Resource Coordinator for the Department of Children and Families. Patricia has been a registered foster care provider for the past 26
years fostering countless children and families. She was an
inspiration for many, and her selfless acts of kindness are
unparalleled. She touched the hearts and lives of volumes of
people and families spanning the country. Moreover, she put
others before herself in every aspect of her life. She had
much love for all
Mrs. Richardson enjoyed gardening, traveling, and sightseeing and loved animals but her horses most of all. Patricia
had unconditional love for her children and grandchildren.
Her family was her greatest prized possession. She was a
committed member of the Shrewsbury Community Church
and had served as a deacon. She was instrumental in many
church functions.
Survivors include three sons, Rafe Richardson of Orlando,
FL, Seth Richardson and his wife Allison of Proctor, and
Matthew Johnson and his wife Kimberly of Rutland, four
adopted children Cody Richardson, Jasper Steckler, Cassidy
Steckler and Sadie Steckler, and five grandchildren; her
significant other Cheryl, a brother Gary Fitzpatrick of Coconut Creek, FL and her former wife Lisa Steckler.
A celebration of her life will be held at a later date. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Rutland County Foster
Parents Association PO Box 6814, Rutland, VT.
~Submitted by Sth Richardson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
Dear friends & neighbors,
Thank you for all the warm well wishes after Michael passed.
Each and every sentiment was so wonderful for our hearts
and deeply appreciated. We are writing to let you know that
the Celebration of Life we had planned for June 28 is cancelled. Asking folks to travel and congregate seems to be
exactly what we ought not do. Instead we will postpone until
next summer.
In the meantime, please remember Michael when you ride
your tractor, eradicate your Japanese Knotweed, enjoy the
gorgeous vibrant summer sunsets over the mountains after a
good day’s work, taste the apples from your trees, harvest
your garlic, or have an exquisitely fantastic meal.
We look forward to seeing you all around town.
Be well and take good care,
Carol, Cristina & Andrea Calotta
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Cemetery Wall Repair
Calling all town’s people! After this virus calms down ,we
need put our heads together and see if we can come up with
some kind of fundraiser to fix the wall of the cemetery on
Route 103. We have many people in town who are good at
organizing let's see what we can do. also on another note
thumbs up to Julanne Sharrow for being out and about keeping our town tidy. Thanks!
Submitted by Gloria & Mike Benson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thank You For Your Support
A sure way to make someone
feel better and accelerate the
healing process is by saying
“Get Well” or “ Thinking of You”
via card or e-mail. To those in
Shrewsbury who did just that all I
can say is a community is involved in helping people get well.
The cards and e-mails and help
and visits (which all still continue)
take one’s mind off themselves
and appreciate very much that
other people are there to support
you. Thank you so much for the
support. ~Gary Salmon
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
!

!

Wood!Fired!Pottery!

!

Individuals and families are welcome to visit the studio
and kiln by appointment. Come see the workshop and
anagama style wood burning kiln where 500 pieces
are fired at one time. Browse in the showroom and the
seconds table. Now offering lessons in hand building
and wheel throwing for 1-4 people at a time. All ages
and abilities are welcome (children under 10 accompanied by an adult). Explore the versatility of clay with
a professional potter with over 30 years of art experience.
!

Maya!Zelkin,!potter!
116!Coldham!Road!
Shrewsbury,!VT!05738!

492I2045!
mayazelkin@gmail.com
Online pre-order continues to be an option for pick up
or shipment. Contact me for images and prices.

GREEN UP DAY AGENDA
We will follow safe distance guidelines!
8 am-10 am: Pick up green bags and add you name to the road map. Sign up for free raffle .
10am-12pm: Bring trash bags to the dump for recycling and dumping. Pick up your prizes!
12pm--Please join in Meeting House projects and bring your work gloves and tools, if you wish.
1. Refurbish front perennial bed.
2. Dig invasive Japanese knotweed at town shed.
3. Plant annuals, clean sign, and rebuild the stone foundation at the sign in the triangle.
4. Plant maples donated by the Meeting House Committee.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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•
•

•
***MANY THANKS to everyone who has helped keep the
Library operating in this uncertain time, and to all of you who
have pivoted with us in this new reality. We’ve been a model
for other libraries in providing reading and viewing material
to patrons and filling requests via e-mail, phone, and on-line
services like ListenUp! Vermont. We owe a huge debt of
gratitude to LISA SHARROW, GAIL HARTIGAN, DIANNE
BARCLAY, BREANNA DAVIS, CHUCK FINBERG and
LUISA FINBERG for staffing during our abbreviated hours
(see below), fielding requests, checking in materials, and
putting books and DVDs out for pick-up in the parking lot.

•

•
•
•

*** OUR ANNUAL MEETING, postponed from May 11, will
take place on Tuesday, JUNE 9 by e-mail or via Zoom, or
with masks at a 6-foot distance outdoors around the picnic
table under the tent (in good weather, and depending on
State guidance for everyone’s safety). We will elect officers
and fill expiring terms for the coming year, and decide on an
abbreviated hourly schedule. Summer events will probably
be postponed till next year, but stay tuned!

journalistic accounts, and certainly than the recent novel,
American Dirt.
The Red Lotus by Chris Bohjalian: the latest by this popular Vermont writer.
The House of Kennedy by James Patterson: The best
selling crime writer explores the famous American dynasty.
Hidden Valley: Inside the Mind of an American Family by
Robert Kolker: The fascinating and moving story of family members afflicted by schizophrenia.
Afterlife by Julia Alvarez: A short novel about a comfortable VT academic confronting the distress of her undocumented farmworker neighbors, as well as her sister’s
mental illness, by the accomplished Vermont writer.
Old Lovegood Girls by Gail Godwin: A new novel by this
reliably engaging author.
The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd: A new novel
by this popular author, set in Biblical times.
Notes from an Apocalypse: A Personal Journey to the
End of the World and Back by Mark O’Connell: A surprising, and surprisingly funny, account of theories of the
end of the world.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ABBREVIATED HOURS
For Requests, Parking Lot Pick-Up, Returns,
& Access to the Food Shelf:
MONDAY 10am. to Noon; WEDNESDAY 5 to 7pm,
SATURDAY 10am to Noon.
*** REMINDERS: You can access audio-books through ListenUp!Vermont using your library card; and browse the library catalog on line without a password at: koShrewsbury Library’s
ha.shrewsburylibrary.org. You can call or e-mail the library to
request a book or DVD that you find in our catalog: 492Family Fun Committee
3410; slibrary@vermontel.net. If you want to request a new The children’s committee has no events scheduled for
book, please e-mail Joan: joanaleshire@vermontel.net. We
can’t fill Inter-Library Loan requests yet, but will consider June. Please look for news in the July Times!.
purchasing new items for our collection.
We were able to donate 25 bags of LEGO blocks to area
Events will be re-scheduled and Continuing Programs children. We still have plenty for a LEGO Family Fun
are on hold until we can get together safely, we’ll let you Night (date to be determined)
know!
We had a bin of a dozen 1000 piece puzzles outside the
library on the ramp. We have more donations of puzzles
that we will again put in a plastic tub outside the front
door of the library. Please feel free to take one or two
puzzles and if you have completed puzzles at home, add
them to the bin.
Submitted by Doris Perry

Meanwhile, we have a lot of NEW BOOKS for your reading
pleasure and/or edification, including:
• The End of October by Lawrence Wright: The novel
about a fictional pandemic by an acclaimed journalist
that offers insights into this real one.
• Twisted Twenty-Six by Janet Evanovich: The 26th
Stephanie Plum mystery by this beloved author.
• Broken by Don Winslow: A collection of short novels by
this master of crime novels set along the U.S. - Mexico
border that’s more accurate and informative than many
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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Book Reviews from the Library—
Book lovers! Please share your book
reviews by writing them in the journals
kept at the front desk at the Library or emailing them to maplesugar@comcast.net
Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick
★★★★★
★★★★
★★★
★★
★

!!

Fantastic!
Compelling, page-turner
Enjoyable
Just O.K.
Not recommended

The good is found in WILDING, centered around the Knepp
Castle Estate an old English castle in West Sussex on the
English Channel and south of London. Both owners, Isabella
Tree and husband Charlie Burrell, inherited several hundred
years of land changes in England. It’s true that old oak forests still lived on the grounds but the impact of very large
scale farming during WWII (England turned every available
acre into crop production to feed a population at war) which
was followed by governed price support of agricultural and
dairy products which pretty well guaranteed an estate severely damaged by soil changes. Fertilizer and pesticide applications, repeated ploughing which removed soil structure
as well as the earthworms within the soil, larger and larger
farm machinery use all combined to deplete the most valuable of the estate’s resources – its soil. Added to that were
the decline of the scattered old oaks, some dating back to
when the land was a deer park and the oaks were the shelter centuries ago.

Note from Marilyn
The two books being reviewed this month are both FIVE
STAR reads. The treat for us is that GARY SALMON, one of
Shrewsbury’s well-known and respected foresters, popular
contributor to The Times of Shrewsbury, and all-around good
guy has agreed to weigh in on The Overstory along with me
and also review Wilding, which I haven’t read (yet). Gary’s
reviews are first up, then mine. Hope you enjoy! THANK It was concern for oak health combined with potential bankYOU, GARY!
ruptcy (intensive farming no longer provided sustainable income) that forced the owners to think out-of-the-box and
consider letting the soil and land above it to return to a natuThe Overstory
ral state in 2001. With an incredible amount of scientific help,
by Richard Powers
lots of grants from conservation organizations, a sound busi*****
ness plan, and continued monitoring of changes over time at
Wilding: Returning Nature to our Farm
all levels of life, the book covers in detail the “wilding” of
by Isabella Tree
Knepp Castle estate over the next 17 years. WILDING de★★★★★
fines a “deeper nature which holds the key to our future, not
The, Ugly, Bad, and Good
only in terms of mental and psychological health but in serOne is a novel and the other a “how to book” detailing nature vices vital to our long-term prosperity and survival – like the
restoration and both serving to the reader an unforgettable protection of watersheds, water and air decontamination,
message. Richard Powers’ powerful novel OVERSTORY flood mitigation, soil restoration, the provision of pollinating
reveals much of the ugly history of tree management in this insects, the safeguarding of biological diversity and carbon
country. Nearly a dozen characters are developed in sequestering.”
OVERSTORY and through their narrative a story is weaved
about how a specific tree or forest influenced their lives for So enjoy some good news and read the books.
the better and how their resulting dedication has helped deReviewed by Gary Salmon
velop our public narrative about trees and forests and the
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
relationship to our lives.
WILDING: Returning Nature to our Farm by Isabella Tree
traces the history of Knepp Castle, which started in the
th
twelfth century and by the 20 century had become a 3500acre estate faced with bankruptcy. It’s all there in
OVERSTORY - what we have done as a nation to separate
ourselves from the world we live in. But as each character is
separated from a comfortable existence so too are the trees
in their lives. A chestnut, a mulberry, a black walnut, an old
growth forest and many other tree examples are indirectly
responsible for their return to the human condition as they
each see the relationship of the natural world to human life,
for better or for worse. But it is not all bad. Much of the book
details the efforts of these imperfect humans to correct the
flaws in our relationship to trees and forests. Through activism and resistance, public concern for the non-human world
we live in is brought to the forefront. As the book jacket says
“There is a world alongside ours – vast, slow, interconnected, resourceful, magnificently inventive, and almost invisible
to us. This is the story of a handful of people who learn to
see that world and who are drawn up into its unfolding catastrophe.”
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020

The Overstory
by Richard Powers
★★★★★

The Overstory pays tribute to trees. Each of the book’s unusual and colorful humans has dedicated their lives to understanding, exploring, and saving trees... from an emotional
gut level to intense scientific research, but the main characters of the book are the trees themselves. The Covid-19
pandemic has afforded us ample time to think about the
world around us. Many people have turned to nature as a
fundamental source of healing and wonder. In Vermont, I
believe that we are grateful for that privilege. Good books
always change the way you see, and The Overstory certainly
does that. It is an unusual and intense book, beautifully written, often very sad. Yet, I didn’t want it to end. It has won the
Pulitzer Prize. I highly recommend it to you.
Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick

10

Collar on coat and a sett of Brass Buttons on Pant all for
$22.75."
There were shoemakers, a plow manufacturer from 1817 to
1826, and in 1834, the Story and Foster’s Carriage Shop in
Cuttingsville manufactured sleighs, light and heavy wagons
Going Back in Time
According to our history book, Shrewsbury, Vermont – Our and carriages. Another carriage shop was located in
Town As It Was by Dawn Hance, the first paragraph in the Shrewsbury Center.
section about stores said that a lively trade lasted nearly 60
years between residents of this town and Troy, N.Y. Many There was a stone shop (Route 103, Cuttingsville) where
early storekeepers bought their goods from Troy merchants, stones were carved and set for many graves of Shrewswho were able to stock a greater variety of merchandise due bury’s deceased.
to their proximity to the Hudson River. Some merchants It is interesting to note that Child’s Gazetteer for 1881-1882
traded at Boston, but it was a long and arduous trip until the listed Shrewsbury people and their occupations. Some of the
railroad was built. Door to door salesmen known as itinerant unusual ones were musicians, threshers, broom makers,
peddlers brought their goods directly to the customer. Jeffrey manufacturers, editor, milliners, a tailor, and peddlers.
Barney, Jr. wrote the following in his journal: "1859 pd. in
July two Peddler for 2 dresses silk 24 yds at 60c pr yd Let’s go shopping!
14.40."
I would visit the Finney & Hodges’s store on Route 103 in
Shrewsbury is made up of several small villages, namely
Cuttingsville, Shrewsbury Center, Northam, Eastham and
Russellville. Many stores are listed giving the owners’ names
and dates, but not their merchandise.

Cuttingsville to pick up some East Indian fabric and while
there stock up on rum, and ginger.

In 1817 Stephen Gleason of Shrewsbury Center, opened a
store with a lively trade as this place also housed his tavern
and the post office. (The book says that one can still smell
the spices when the floor of the middle front room is
mopped.) A very long list of merchandise was given, among
which were: spices, chocolate, oysters, meats, live turkeys,
louse trap comb, bitters, opium, chamber pot, pudding pot,
buckskin mittens, small bladder of snuff and lady twist tobacco.

Back to today
Be safe, we will get through this pandemic.. Be careful. Our
meetings will be on hold and the museum closed until we get
the "all clear" signal. Keep an eye out for the summer issue
of the Rutland Magazine, therein will be a story about the
Shrewsbury Historical Society written by Karen Lorentz.

Then stop by the Foster shop for today’s mail. And to check
on repairs to our sleigh that was in use for a very long winter.
In many cases a store went hand in hand with a tavern. In The tailor shop next to be measured for an exquisite East
Dec. of 1814 a Rutland Herald advertisement announced the Indian dress using the fabric I purchased.
opening of Finney and Hodges’ store located on the turnpike Thence on to the milliner’s shop where I could treat myself to
(Route 103, Cuttingsville) near Finney’s Tavern. Their mer- a new hat. And the shoemaker for a new pair of the latest
chandise featured a long list of East Indian and European fashion in shoes.
goods: "Broadcloths, Cassimers Sarcinettes, Cambricks,
Muzling, Handkerchiefs, ginghams, chintzes, silks, Bomba- Of course, if my horse and buggy were willing, we would trot
zetts, shawls, rum, tea, tobacco, pepper, spice, ginger."
up to Northam to visit the Pierce’s Country Store for some
penny candy for me (hopefully for some malted milk balls)
The Willie E. Pierce store in Northam, Shrewsbury, was built and an assortment for my guests, and then making sure I
about 1865. The store was purchased by the Pierces in 1918 stop in at the Gleason’s store in Shrewsbury Center for
and continued until the last of the family passed away. Many some lady twist tobacco.
of us remember fondly the penny candy counter that Marjorie Pierce enjoyed. She placed a small stool in front of the After all the traveling, I will take time to enjoy a glass of
glass front cabinet so that the little children could see all the Switchel or "haymaker’s punch", which contains cold water
wonderful goodies inside. They sold soda and ice cream and mixed with apple cider vinegar, ginger, and sweetened with
canned goods, milk, cream, butter and cheese.
honey or maple syrup. Yum. Ah, yes. The good old days.

Color a Scene from Vermont History

Pictures to Color!
The Shrewsbury Historical
Society is a member of the
Vermont Historical Society
which has a link whereby
quarantined families can
print off some black &
white historic photos for
children and their parents
to
color
at:
https://vermonthistory.org/c
oloring-pages.
Submitted by Ruth Winkler

There are many blacksmith shops listed in our town. The
book notes that the smithy also repaired and manufactured
tools and kitchen utensils, forged nails and other hardware.
There was also a tinsmith in Cuttingsville who made utensils
and sold stoves.
In town there was a tailor who made clothes in the 1840s
and 1850s. The following entry was found in an account
book: "I agree to get up John Pike a Coat from a Piece of
Brd Cloth (broadcloth) Marked 3.00 pants from a Doeskin
mkd 1.40 Vest from a piece of Satin Mkd SJN and a velvit
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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Drawn by Teresa Greene
Inspired by George Swallow photograph (https://flic.kr/p/aAXU5D)

Looking for local entertainment?
Just tune in at: www.shrewsburyhistoricalsociety.com. You
will be able to read all the Society’s Past Times from 1999
to 2019. Also check out the various vintage photos of houses, farms, schools, and Marjorie Pierce’s family album.
Take a look at the inside of the museum as it looked when
first opened. There are articles about the Bowman Mansion
in Cuttingsville and the
mausoleum
opposite, plus a link to
Reinbow
ReinbowRiding
RidingCenter
Center
With
Reinbow
the town’s website covering
Shrewsbury’s
National HistoriWith spring
spring here,
here,
Reinbow
Riding
RidingCenter
Centerusually
usuallyturns
turns
cal Landmark, the Brown
Bridge
and
the
dedication
of the
itsitsthoughts
to
getting
ready
thoughts to getting ready
for
riding
seaforthe
theupcoming
upcomingon
riding
sea- 5, 2016.
Jim Jeffords State Forest
July
son that held
generally starts
in
son that generally starts in
May, but might start a little
May, but might start a little
later this year. Still, while we
later this year. Still, while we
wait, the horses are happy
wait, the horses are happy
the days are longer and
the days are longer and
once the snow is gone the
once the snow is gone the
grass will begin to green and
grass will begin to green and
it will be time to ride.
it will be time to ride.

The Historical Society is on hold, due to the virus invading
the country and the museum will be closed until all is safe
and sound once again. I encourage you to check out our
website
andout also
Any questions, call me at 492Smokey comes
of retire- Facebook.
Although we have not set
Smokey comes out of retireAlthough we have not set
ment to give the Easter Bunny
3324.
ment toBe
give safe
the Easter Bunny any dates for the start of our
a lift to your front door.
any dates for the start of our
a lift to your front door.
lessons and our annual Vollessons and ourShrewsbury
annual Vol~Brian
Winkler,
President,
Historical Society
unteer
Open House
and Orientation,
anyone that would like
unteer Open House and Orientation, anyone that would like
to volunteer is urged to either go on-line and download a
to volunteer is urged to either go on-line and download a
volunteer application to fill out and email or mail to us so you
volunteer application to fill out and email or mail to us so you
can be ready to get started.
can be ready to get started.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Northam Cemetery Association
Anyone that wants to participate in the program should also
Anyone that wants to participate
program should
also
Annual
of participant
thein the
Northam
Cemetery
Association will
go on-line meeting
and download our
application and
pago on-line and download our participant application and paperwork and get it back to us. If you can’t obtain the paperbework
held
and
the
Northam Fire
perwork
andsocially
get it back todistanced
us. If you can’t obtain
theoutside
paperfrom our website: reinbowridingcenter.org, email prowork from our website: reinbowridingcenter.org, email programs@reinbowridingcenter.org
call us at Office)
802-236-2483
Station
(across fromororTown
at 7pm on Wednesday
grams@reinbowridingcenter.org
call us at 802-236-2483
and we will email or send you the paperwork you need. Our
and we
will email or send
you the paperwork
you need.
Our Office. Any questions
June
24
Parking
isVTat
the
Town
address
is P.2020.
O. Box 395,
Shrewsbury,
05738.
address is P. O. Box 395, Shrewsbury, VT 05738.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
please call Catherine
Carrara (Secretary/Treasurer) 802492-6137
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Monday
May 25, 2020

FLAG DAY
June14, 2020
Monday
May 25, 2020

Look in the June
Look in the June
issue of the
issue of the
Times of Shrewsbury
Times of Shrewsbury
for
for
SHREWSBURY
SHREWSBURY
OUTING CLUB
OUTING CLUB
Membership
Membership
Applications!
Applications!

Veterans Honored at Northam Cemetery
On a breezy, sunny, socially distanced day in the Northam Cemetery on Wednesday, May 13, 2020, our local veterans
were honored with flags of service to our great nation. We were standing around Revolutionary War veteran Abraham
Eaton (lived to the age of 88). He was friends with President George Washington.

MOTH ER’S DA Y
May 10, 2020
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2020
Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2020
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22

Pictured (L-R) Ethan Severy, Gabbi Dayton, Alannah Severy, Catherine Carrara, Kayla Carrara, Miss Erin Rice, and Gabe
Dayton. Helpers not pictured were Becky Severy and Tiffany Dayton. Many Thanks for our school helpers!
Submitted by Catherine Carrara Secretary/Treasurer , Northam Cemetery Assoc. Inc.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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GARDEN GRID
Crossword puzzle
By Trish Norton
ACROSS

2

3

7
11

19

20

21

1 increase in size
4 home of worms
6 dihydrogen monoxide
from the sky
8 bread baker’s favorite
34
grain
38
11 red root of the goosefoot
family
12 creepy crawly
13 also called escarole
48
15 beer base
16 direction plants should
grow
60
19 leaf sometimes made
into chips
63
23 plural of 47 across
24 harvest ____
25 veg that birds can live in
28 rolled ____
29 herb opposite of sweet
30 can be green or red or
82
yellow
32 nightshade sauce basic
33 rutabaga cousin
35 pre-sauerkraut
37 young plant to transplant
38 dew time
39 coffee substitute
41 implements used by hand
43 flower of the jewelweed family
46 summer or winter
47 to snap or not to snap
48 _____ tiller
50 to trim with shears
51 woody herb used in medicine
53 turn up soil
54 broad bean
55 blue fall bloomer
56 what a farmer is outstanding in
57 green prefix
62 Eat More _____
63 showy double flower
65 ____ - down
66 strong to the finish (see 46 down)
68 resident of the soil
71 cover crop and bread-baking
option
72 bulbous sauce basic
74 pungent mustard family green
77 a cultivated place
80 lack of these caused Irish
emigration
82 hand shovels
83 section of 77 across
84 a culinary garnish
85 fruit of a tree but not a fruit

25
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4

8

5

6

9

10

+

12

15

16

22

13

14

17

23

18

24

26

27

28

29

30

31
32

35

36

41

33
+

+

39

40

42

43

46
49

37

44

45

47

50

51

52

54

53

55

56

57

58

59

61

62

64
65

66

70

67

68

69

71

72

73
80

74

75

76

77

78

79

81
83

84

85

DOWN
2 what compost must do
3 fertilizer from the sea
4 cooked pot of produce
5 place to analyze soil sample
6 color shared by strawberries and
tomatoes
7 destination for garden produce
9 supporter of fruits but not veggies
10 served as crunchy sticks
12 shrub
14 dogtooth in the lily family
17 a perennial allium
18 useful rotten refuse
20 _______ of my eye
21 dark purple ovoid
22 yield of a field
23 mashed, fried, put ‘em in a stew
26 tangy micro green
27 small hard cereal seed
31 spicy salad orb
33 essential herb in poultry stuffing
34 byproduct of animals
36 green florets
37 source of heat and light

40
42
44
45
46
49
52
57
58
59
60
61
64
67
69
70
73
75
76
78
79
81
84

suitable for harvest
bird food
flower with a face
see 33 down
Popeye’s favorite
most common allium
less common allium
what a garden does to a gardener
mucilaginous pods
plant’s reproductive system
seeds need it to germinate
good and bad buzzers
tea herb and Peter _____ of PP&M
medicinal or flavoring plant
what customers trade for veggies
some gardeners do it and some
don’t
sweet or field
beautiful but thorny
we hope it will germinate
unit of field measurement
essential pickle herb
hill dweller
blueberries like it on the low side

Crossword puzzle answers are
located elsewhere in this issue
of the Times…look for them!
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Pastor’s Message:
As the natural wonders of summertime begin unfolding
around us, it's time to consider all the blessings we have
received. A sense of gratitude and contentment fills my experience of the most mundane things when I consider all
God has done for me. In my kitchen the sunlight pours in
from the window, and when I look outside, I see a gentle
breeze moving through the newly opened leaves on the tree
in my neighbor’s yard. At night I am serenaded by the spring
peepers and in the morning, birdsong breaks the silence and
welcomes the dawn. The uplifting words of Eleanor Farjeon
in the hymn “Morning has Broken” become my words too.
Marveling in the wonders of the world around me, I am
thankful for the opportunity to get another chance to work at
being my best re-creation of the new day. For like in the wellknown song, I see fresh surroundings and I am part of a new
creation at the same time. Let each day be a new beginning
in your seeking God, knowing Christ, and finding the Spirit.
Amen.

con of the Shrewsbury Community Church, Patricia Richardson . Pat left us suddenly on May 12 following a courageous
battle with pneumonia. I can still see and hear her reading
scripture in the pulpit on Christmas Eve, as she stepped up
at the last minute in speedy response to my cry for assistance! Our deepest condolences to her sons, Rafe Richardson, Seth Richardson and his wife Allison, Matthew Johnson
and his wife Kimberly, adopted children, Cody Richardson,
Jasper Steckler, Cassidy Steckler and Sadie Steckler;
grandchildren, Camden Richardson, Ryden Richardson,
Mallee Richardson, Jacob Richardson, Breanna Johnson,
granddaughter Renezmae Johnson, who is due to arrive
soon; her partner Cheryl; her brother, Gary Fitzpatrick and
the many friends who are morning the loss of our friend, who
gave so much of herself to so many people! Due to the current pandemic we will be celebrating her life and mourning
our loss at the Shrewsbury Community Church when we are
able to resume services.
Community Food Shelf
Free Community Food Shelf at the Library in the front entry
way. Those in need are welcome to help themselves any
time the Library entryway is open. Limited hours are:
Mon 10-12; Wed 5-7; and Saturday 10-12
Call Sue 802-661-8399 or 492-3738 or Karen 558-5991 to
order specific items you need which are not on the shelf.
Donations of non-perishable food or toiletry items are always
appreciated and can be placed on the Food Shelf anytime
the Library entryway is open or dropped off for placement in
the donation basket at Pierces Store. Monetary donations
are also welcome and will be used to restock the shelf when
donated items need to be supplemented. Send checks payable to Shrewsbury Community Church (write Food Shelf or
Helping Hand Fund in the Memo). Mail to Shrewsbury
Community Church Treasurer Karen Lorentz @ 1300 CCC
Road Shrewsbury, VT 05738.

Virtual Worship Service
The Shrewsbury Community Church has suspended Sunday
worship service Sunday Funday Kids Program and the
Prayer Shawl Group until further notice. Our pastor, Wendy
Savery, will continue to prepare a Sunday service for us
each week, including a written sermon, scriptures, prayers,
etc. All our regular members are receiving that info by email
each week so we can carry on together in a virtual way during this difficult time. If you know anyone else who would like Community Needs
to receive this, let us know and we will gladly include them in • -Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Conthe mailing each week (make your request to Roxanne
tact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 802-661Ramah at roxramah@gmail.com).
8399 or Donna Smith 492-3367.
• -Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane
Keeping in Touch with Each Other
775-2578 , Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802As a church family while we are unable to see each other
661-8399, 492-3738.
face to face regularly. We are concerned about those who
• -Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Remay be feeling lonely or isolated. Therefore, we encourage
quests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Roxanne Ramah
you to check in with others during the week. If you or some492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318 (no in-person visits
one you know would appreciate a weekly phone call or if you
for now, but consider phone calls, virtual visits, emails,
would like to be a caller, let us know (roxramah@gmail.com).
etc).
Needs and Blessings: The Covid-19 crisis and resulting
economic upheaval has led to more requests for Helping
Hand assistance in town. Thank You to all of you who responded to the request to build up the fund last month! The
Helping Hand Fund is for Shrewsbury residents experiencing
financial hardship. Assistance can be given for basic needs
such as food, heating, gasoline, etc. If you or a neighbor are
in need please let us know! Call Rita Lane 775-2578 , Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802-661-8399, 492-3738.

April Showers brought May Flowers! Let us enjoy these
signs of Spring and Stay Safe Everyone! Remember this
month is Green Up Month so if you can get outside and walk
bring a trash bag with you!

Community Loss: Sadly, and with gratitude , we bid adieu
to our dear friend and longtime devoted member and DeaTimes of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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Impossible Odds
At first I didn’t even notice it nestled under the root flare of a
big white pine stump cut several years ago. But the idea of
a white pine seedling growing while being sheltered by its
larger former self was too much to ignore. The little 2” tall
white pine seedling germinated in the rotted wood from the
pine trunk with
little in organic
matter but loose
enough for a
naked seed to
at
least
get
started. It barely
had a bundle of
needles, five per
bunch
which
identifies it by
species.
Like all white pine seeds (about 30,000 of them per pound)
they have to come in contact with bare soil to grow and
that’s where the difficulty starts. A white pine cone has two
seeds per scale with a good cone crop every 2-5 years.
Even
before
they leave the
security of the
cone the losses
start. Squirrels
cut them off and
eat/store
the
seeds for winter
as do several
other mammals
and birds. Although
wind
borne and large
in number with
a germination
White Pine with heavy cone crop
rate of nearly
90% it is where
they land that is key: a soil medium loose enough to allow
them to lay under or on this strata over the winter. Think
about it: most wind borne seed lands on rock, logs, tree
branches, leaf litter, water, or other inhospitable surfaces
and do not survive. There is little actual exposed soil available for seeds to grow unless the soil was abandoned agricultural land, burned over, or otherwise disturbed. And then
there is the sunshine, a commodity needed in abundance.
Both must be present for a pine to germinate, overcome
nearby vegetation by fast growth, and get to the sapling
stage. White pine is so shade intolerant that it cannot grow
under a canopy of its siblings where you might expect it to.

Reinbow Riding Center
While some other riding centers in our state have been
opening, we are taking a more cautious approach and are
tentatively looking at July for our opening. Our top priority is
the safety of our clients, volunteers and staff. This may call
for a reduced and limited schedule. So please keep watching
our website for information and updates, and anyone wanting to be a rider, please get your paperwork done ASAP.
Anyone that would like to volunteer with the program please
do the same. Forms can be found on the website or obtained
by calling us at 802-236-2483 or email your request to: programs@reinbowridingcenter.org
Musings: Horses, cows, sheep and especially goats are always looking for greener pastures even in stick season and
the dead of winter. Where there is a fence, there is always
that curiosity to find out what’s on the other side. How many
of you like to open doors, look over walls or between shrubbery to see what is on the other side? Me too! Animals are
no different. I’ve had horses, dogs and even my brother that
would go to extreme measures to escape the confines of
their play areas. Now this is understandable when the grass
is greener on the other side of the fence—particularly when
speaking of grazing beasts--but besides curiosity, why would
they figure out how to get out and then turn around and go
right back in?
Look for us on Facebook, Twitter @ReinbowRiding and Instagram @reinbow_riding_center ~Janet Upton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As to the future of my little seedling. It did at least get started
from seed to seedling finding a spot soft enough to lay down
primitive roots. But before it gets large enough for me to age
it by counting each layer of side branches grown each year
(white pine is one of the few trees that can be aged by
whorl counting), it has to overcome a sterile soil mix, little
available water, and the physical closeness of its larger
stump shelter. A tree from one seed in a million but stranger
things have happened. ~Gary Salmon, Tree Warden
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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Signs of the Times
Posted signs at the parking lot entrance
to the Shrewsbury Mountain School.

MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
For the 3rd month in a row as I sit to write this article about
the Mill River school district during the pandemic, I find I can
be only certain of two things. First, I know that whatever I
write, 10 days from now some of this will have changed.
Rapid change is an aspect I have come to accept in these
months of Covid-19. Second, I know we do not have an answer on whether students will be back in the classroom for
the start of school in late August. While living with uncertainty and unknowns is challenging, the Mill River district is
committed to being prepared instead of waiting and being
unprepared.
School districts throughout the state are facing the challenge
of not knowing how much of their state funding they will be
receiving. The state is facing shortfalls in the hundreds of
millions of dollars because of the loss of revenues from income, sales, and room and meals taxes. There are two options to resolving these widening revenue losses, raise taxes
or reduce funding. To date our legislature and governor have
not given us an indication of how they will address this
though we can guess less funding for school districts will be
the preferred option of the two evils. To prepare for this unknown the district has drafted a series of budget cuts each
being more severe. We should note these cuts do not include eliminating teaching or para-educators positions as the
district sent letters of commitment in mid-March to these staff
as stipulated by our contracts with the union.
Our second challenge, opening schools in late August is as
uncertain as our first challenge of having to implement budget cuts. If students do return to the buildings we are certain
the rules of social distancing will be mandated. Immediately
many questions arise; what does this mean for the number
of students in a classroom and in the building? How many
students can be together having lunch? How will recess be
managed? If the students do not return how can distance
learning be improved? Will there be a hybrid arrangement
merging in-classroom teaching and distance learning?
Whatever direction we take for student learning come late
August, there is a great deal of work which must go into
planning for these possibilities. Superintendent David
Younce has put together four teams to address the myriad of
questions surrounding the start of school. One team is look-
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ing at all aspects of the school day as it relates to social distancing. Such as, how far apart should student desks / chairs
be placed? How will we deal with students moving through
the building? How will social distancing be maintained at recess? How will after school activities be conducted? In order
to limit the number of people in the buildings will students be
divided into groups which alternate between being in the
classroom and learning from home? The second group is
addressing distance learning and having all staff prepared to
go from classroom instruction to remote learning with a day's
notice any time during the school year. If the rate of infection
suddenly spikes upward, we have to be prepared to close
schools with minimal notice. The third group is setting up
procedures if we have to quickly shut down the school buildings. The fourth group is developing health and wellness
protocols for the buildings, staff and students and developing
best ways to continue student services.
Finally as part of our efforts to be prepared, the district has
scheduled three days of professional development in June
(after school is over) for the teaching staff to focus on improving distance learning. There has been no opportunity
since March when our district has had the time to focus upon
the techniques of distance learning assessing strengths and
weaknesses and identifying best practices to incorporate into
teacher instruction.
The impact of Covid-19 has been far reaching including the
cancelation of graduation ceremonies. Not to allow this important occasion to go by without a celebration of this life
event, the Mill River staff with parent input, has been at work
for a month creating plans for a virtual graduation. Caps and
gowns have been given out to our seniors and each has
been asked to make a 10-15 second video of themselves in
cap and gown performing the tradition of tossing their cap
tassel. These videos will then be combined into a graduation
ceremony. We send our heartfelt congratulations and good
wishes for their future endeavors to the following Shrewsbury
seniors; Molly Bruso, Sarah Desmarais, Talia Hutt Vater,
Luke Mackintosh, Caleb Page, Hannah Page, Madison Parker, Olivia Suker.
Submitted by Andy Richards-Peelle
Adrienne Raymond
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Shrewsbury, New Connecticut, 05738 ???
Reading Perry Merrill’s “Vermont Under Four Flags, A History of the Green Mountain State 1635-1975” Mr. Merrill
reports a few Vermont history facts that may not be commonly known.

SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL
Hello from the Mountain School, where we are missing the
end of year celebrations that are so special to us all but SO,
SO proud of our graduates and all of our students who have
shown so much resiliency, optimism and hard work during
this time. Thank you to the parents, teachers and community
members who have supported our school this year. We are
so grateful for this community. I hope that everyone's summer is filled with sun, cheer and good health.
Although we have all been attending school remotely, there
has still been some fun to be had. The second grade had a
virtual 'bring your pet to school day', SAGE and Alchemy
Gardens have been providing us with some amazing videos
for virtual farm to school education, and we have a virtual
field day scheduled for June 6. In addition, representatives
from SMS worked with community members to put flags on
the Veteran grades in Northam Cemetery while practicing
social distancing.

Perry Merrill was born on a farm in Westport, NY in 1894
and was the Assistant Forester for the Vermont Dept. of
Forest and Parks from 1929-1955, continuing as Director of
Forest and Parks from 1955-1966. He is known, among other things, as one of the primary movers to lease State land
for ski area construction, paving the way for several of Vermont’s current major ski areas. Here are a few interesting
tidbits from his book:
1. In the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, there were several
town positions which no longer exist. These include the
DEERRIFTS (elected officers who enforced deer laws.
There were deer laws?), HAYWARDS (appointed officers to
keep control of wayward cattle) and the TYTHINGMEN (sort
of local police who preserved order at gatherings and to arrest travelers on the Sabbath). Travelers were only allowed
to visit houses “for the purpose of religious or moral conversion, edification or instruction therein”. I have read the
minutes of every Town Meeting and Election in Shrewsbury
up to the mid-1800’s (so far) and have not read that Shrewsbury ever elected these positions. However, in 1808, the legislature allowed the election of SURVEYORS OF
HIGHWAYS and the Shrewsbury minutes show that over a
dozen men were so elected each year, as roads were
adopted and frequently changed or discontinued. I wonder if
each SURVEYOR was in charge of a certain area of Town.

Because we can't be together in person, I would like to take
this chance to send a special message of congratulations to
our sixth grade class. Your leadership, care for each other,
and humor are remarkable and I will deeply miss each one
of you. I am sorry we missed the last few months together,
but you are always welcome at SMS as members of our
school family and I will definitely come down to MRU to
check in with you all. Each one of you has worked hard to 2. In 1770, the Vermont General Assembly passed a law that
succeed despite the challenges of this time and we are all so required someone found to be drunk be fined eight shillings,
and if they could not pay, “the offender shall sit in stocks not
proud of you.
less than one hour or more than three”. Every town was reCongratulations to the Shrewsbury Mountain School quired to have a good pair of stocks with lock and key.
graduates of 2020: Iris Brigham, Wilder Brooks, Riley Where were Shrewsbury’s stocks??? Again, no mention of
Collins, Conner Myhre, Jennafyr Patterson, Madison this is in the minutes of Town Meetings.
Paul, Grady Ryan, Claire Ward, Trenton Webster
3. In January, 1777, at the Convention held at Westminster,
In addition, Ms. Amy has a special message to our pre-k it was voted that land commonly known as the New Hampgraduates, who will stay with us at the Mountain School, but shire Grants shall be a new and separate state called New
are moving up next year:
Connecticut. Later, in June of that year, at a Convention
“It is with a great deal of pride that Shrewsbury Mountain
held in Windsor, members were told that a district on the
School would like to congratulate the graduates for the
Susquehanna River had been named New Connecticut, so
Pre-Kindergarten class! They have been learning
the members changed the new state’s name to VERMONT.
through play, discovery, and extremely hard work
Whew!
throughout the entire year. They have enjoyed time in
school, as well as adapted to learning from home. Their
4. Harold P. White was born in Cuttingsville in the late
happy, positive attitudes towards life and learning serve
1800’s. His father had a woodworking shop in Ludlow and
as an excellent example for us all.”
made chairs. They began making skis there, out of ash,
which Harold took with him to Kimball Union Academy (from
Congratulations to the prekindergarten graduates of 2020:
which he later dropped-out). Harold reportedly traveled
Christian Brooks, Eliza Sharrow, Hal Sheldon, Isley Tourigabout Okemo Mountain on skis and, in the early 1930’s, he
ny, Kahlan Catellier, Mason Ward, Ruby Knudsen
purchased 200 acres of Hogback Hill, in Marlboro, and started Hogback Ski Area in 1931, one of Vermont’s first ski areThank you again for your support for our school and have a
as.
happy summer!
Submitted by Mark Youngstrom
Jodie Stewart-Ruck, Principal, Shrewsbury Mountain School
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
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Shrewsbury Outing Club Greetings!
We hope that your families are staying healthy during this time. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the SOC is making some
adjustments for the 2020 season. In an effort to protect our members and our community, we are asking all visitors to
Spring Lake to practice the current guidelines set forth by the state government. Check the information at
www.healthvermont.gov/COVID19 for current guidelines. Keep in mind that our dock space is limited and we ask that you
be mindful of your duration of stay, and number of guests during peak hours to enable others to enjoy the lake.
Membership to the Shrewsbury Outing Club (SOC) is available to any Shrewsbury resident/landowner who has paid the
annual fee and signed the waiver below. Due to COVID-19, we are reducing the membership fee to $25 for the 2020 season. If you wish to join for the 2020 season, please send your check and signed waiver by June 15 to: Shrewsbury Outing
Club ℅ Chris Clarke, Treasurer 4431 VT Route 103 Shrewsbury, VT 05738 Your name will then be added to the membership list posted at the lake. After June 15, the list will be updated every Friday, you may be asked to leave if not listed.
Remember that by signing the waiver you are agreeing to make sure that your family and guests are following the guidelines that are posted at the lake (no dogs, no glass bottles, no roughhousing, use the fire pit responsibly and are generally
good caretakers of the lake). We also ask that you be mindful that the SOC area is for your family and your personal
guests. Our area is not suitable for youth groups, large family gatherings and/or parties.
The SOC has hired a security service this year. The security guard will be at the lake throughout the summer to ensure
compliance with the rules and encourage a safe and pleasant experience for all. We ask that you stop at the security
checkpoint to check-in with the guard when he is on duty.
At this point, we will not be offering our traditional swim lessons. We are exploring some possible alternatives and will have
more details about that in July.
Best wishes for a safe and happy summer!
Co-Presidents ~~ Rachelle Patton and Martha Sirjane
_________________________________________________________________________

SOC Membership Form and Waiver of Liability for 2020
PLEASE NOTE: your membership will not be effective and you are not eligible to use the SOC swimming area until both
the annual dues and the current year waiver have been received and we have added you to the membership list.
Waiver of Liability: I recognize that there is NO Lifeguard on duty at any time at the SOC swimming area. My family and I
are using the facility at our own risk. We agree to use the area safely and responsibly. I also take full responsibility for my
guests who accompany me to Spring Lake. I understand that my personal guests MUST be accompanied by a member and
I take responsibility for their actions. Due to COVID-19, I am aware that the SOC are asking the members to follow the current state guidelines found at www.healthvermont.gov/COVID-19 in order to protect our community. Due to limited dock
space, I will be mindful of the duration of my stay in order to enable other people to use the lake.
Agreement to Abide by SOC Rules: By signing this form, I understand and agree to abide by the SOC rules that are posted at Spring Lake and outlined above. I am aware that dogs are NOT permitted on SOC property and agree to follow this
guideline.
Print Name:_______________________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________________________________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________________
Family members using the SOC Area: __________________________________________
For the 2020 membership send a signed current year waiver and check for the $25 membership fee by June 15 to Shrewsbury
Outing Club, ℅ Chris Clarke, Treasurer, 4431 VT Route 103, Shrewsbury, VT 05738.
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How to Compost and Why?
VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS
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Thursday, June 11 at 7:00pm
Registration link: https://forms.gle/w47f8YUoN6eB3FDj8

1

Concerned about composting and not sure what to do
about it? As of July 1, 2020, Vermonters will be required
to divert their food scraps from the trash. So, our team is
hosting virtual workshops to discuss the ins and outs of
backyard composting as well as other options residents
have. The workshop is designed to inform folks on new
ways of thinking about our ‘wasted’ food. Whether you are
composting for the first time or an experienced gardener,
you’ll be sure to walk away with a few new tips and tricks.
Contact the Rutland County Solid Waste District at (802)
775-7209 x 206 or the Solid Waste Alliance Communities
at (802) 342-5701 for more information.
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Answers to GARDEN GRID puzzle by Trish Norton

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Invasive Plants On the Move!
Your Conservation Commission wants to remind you that
Invasive Plants are on the move into Shrewsbury. Now is a
good time to spot them and remove them, before they make
seeds. Growing along our roads, they can easily spread into
our fields and woods. Everywhere they go, they soon dominate, displacing native plants that feed our birds, pollinators,
and other wildlife.

Please register to receive the meeting information. The
first 40 registrants can receive a 20% discount off of a
SoilSaver composter!
Brought to you by 350vt.org Rutland, Rutland County
Solid Waste District and SWAC

<<< Garlic Mustard - coming for your woodland!
Wild Chervil - coming for
your open land! >>>
Both are in full leaf now, and flowering soon. If you pull these
plants before they make seed, you can simply leave them to
dry or compost them. If you wait until seeds are present, disposal is more complicated, as the seeds must be kept out of
the environment. Once seeds hit the ground, the cycle of
growth and invasion starts all over again! Please remove any
that you see on your property! Use a trowel or fork to loosen
the soil so that you can get the whole root. Watch for Volunteer Invasive Pullers along our roads, and why not be a
V.I.P. yourself? You can get outside in the fresh air and sunshine, you don’t have to be in close contact with anyone, and
you will accomplish something of value for Shrewsbury.
Please consider saying ‘Yes’ if you are asked to join one of
many small, one hour plant pulls we’ll be calling in the
months ahead.
Later in the season we’ll be talking about Poison Parsnip
and Purple Loosestrife. If you have questions, are willing
to volunteer, or would like help in removing invasive
plants from your property, call Pam Darrow at 492-3102.
I’ll be happy to help! ~Submitted by Pam Darrow
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SAGE is creating weekly virtual farm tour videos for students
to connect with Farm To School education even while learning from home! We’ve been getting great feedback from
Shrewsbury Mountain School students and shared our educational resources with the education staff of Greater Rutland County Supervisory Union this past week. There are
now four videos on our channel with topics ranging from
plant vocabulary, basic greenhouse physics, and greenhouse management, and we’re about to start spicing things
up with some cooking videos to complement what we’ve
gleaned from the farm, so stay tuned. Please check out our
video page at www.sagevt.wordpress.com/video-inspiration.

food access programs in the area. Here in Shrewsbury, the
Shrewsbury Food Shelf is currently open when the library is
open; Mon 10-12; Wed 5-7pm; Sat 10-12. Please consider
supporting this important local project and contact Sue Kelley @ 492-3738, Roxanne Ramah @ 492-3675, or SAGE @
802-870-8387 to learn more.
In lieu of stretching and breathing together at the schoolhouse, you can do some IPT yoga wherever you are. There
are four videos now available on the IPT Yoga website https://positionaltherapy.wordpress.com/body-maintenanceclass/ three daily essentials routines and one gentle low
back routine to counteract all the gardening or too much sitting at your computer.
This month we want to bring music to people again. For now,
do yourself a favor and check out the website of Shrewsbury’s Marcos Levy, www.marcoslevymusic.com featuring
original and cover tracks that are sure to brighten up your
day!
For more information about SAGE: contact Stephen Abatiell
at educate.sage@gmail.com, Joan Aleshire at 492-3550 or
visit www.sagevt.wordpress.com. Follow us on Facebook for
up to date event details at Shrewsbury SAGE.
Submitted by Stephen Abatiell

Speaking of gleaning, last year, SAGE donated 5,196
pounds of produce to the Vermont Foodbank, SMS educational programs, and the Shrewsbury Food Shelf that was
gleaned from the outdoor summer farmers market in Rutland. This year while we are still evaluating the need for
gleaning at the market we will look into other ways to support
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Thank you for your assistance and cooperation
throughout this upcoming construction season. Contact project outreach coordinator Natalie Boyle at
(802) 310-7822 or nboyle@gpinet.com if you have
any questions.

Closed to walk-in traffic
until further notice
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PIERCE’S STORE

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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10.

* Soups, Pizzas and Friday meals from Rob’s kitchen
change from week to week. During the summer Rob often makes a refreshing salad or cold soup on hot days.
Please call the store (492-3326) if you’re wondering
what’s on the menu. It will always be posted on our FaceBook page and sent out to the daily email list. If you
want to be included on the email distribution please let
me know at pierces.store@gmail.com.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020
23
11. Name (optional)
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July 31: Lasagna

Meals will be available o
7:00pm…and on Saturday unti
to call ahead and reserve your

492-332
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Craig & Peggy Angstadt
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Roy Arthur
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Bob Barich
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem
John & Mary Beerworth
John & Linda Berryhill
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten
Rich & Cynthia Biziak
Dave & Debie Blecich
Sheree Bloch
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Jim Bulno
Herb & Karen Carrara
Mark & Laura Cashel
Marilyn Dalick
Sally Deinzer
Nils & Pamela Ericksen
Gene & Kathy Felder
Chuck & Luisa Finberg
Liz Flint
Eldred & Lily French
Scott Garren & Heather
Shay
Richard Gile & Sue Brown

Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2020

Mark & Carol Goodwin
Michael & Mary Grabowski
Peter & Pam Grace
Barry & Barb Griffith
John & Betty Heitzke
Betsy Hinckley
Barbara Hoar
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys
Martha Herbert Izzi
Jack & Betsy Jesser
Jim & Laura Keller
Sandy & Al King
Art Krueger & Trish Norton
Rita Lane
Robert & Judith Landon
Clare & Ed Mangine
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Stephen & Patricia Martyn
Taffy Maynard
Lynn McDermott
Michael & Jennifer McDermott
John & Barbara Kay O'Dowd
Jack & Sharon Perry
Russ & Grace Pratt
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Roxanne Ramah
Reinbow Riding Center
Andy & Helen Richards-Peelle
Ridlon Family
Dick & Lillian Rohe
Edward and Judy Ryan
Gary & Margery Salmon
Suzanne Savage
Wendy Savery
Brian & Patricia Sedaille
Shrewsbury
Community Church
Historical Society
Library
Volunteer Fire Department
Sirjane Family
Donna Smith
Bob & Sally Snarski
John C. Stewart II
Liesbeth van der Heijden
Ann Vanneman
Lana Vannucchi
Howard & Deborah Weaver
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Nancy & Jim West
Lee Wilson
Winkler Family
Mark & Connie Youngstrom

