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Creating the Times of Shrewsbury has changed many times
over the years. In 1973 when the first edition was printed it
required a very messy and unpredictable mimeograph machine. Those were the days! The mimeograph machine conjures up memories of a very flimsy transparent sheet being
inserted into a typewriter, brushing away the errors with a
blue inky substance, and hoping that it wouldn’t be a crinkled
mess when put on the large drum to turn out the copies on a
legal size sheet of paper. Many helpers were need to collate,
staple, and get the paper out.

As we creep into more reliance on delivery of information via
the internet, it just might be that someday there will be no
hard copy of the Times of Shrewsbury.

May 2021
Although the Times is currently on the Town website, there

is no plan to make an archive of all issues there. With that in
mind I contacted the Shrewsbury Historical Society to see if
they would consider putting the Times of Shrewsbury on
their website. Ruth and Brian Winkler thought that was a
good idea, so their webmaster Ahmet Baycu went to work to
make it happen for the 2011 to current issues we have in
digital form. Ahmet has created a very user friendly, visually
appealing, and easy to read format to display the Times. He
also is willing to post issues that were printed prior to the
digital age…once they have been scanned.

Times of Shrewsbury

The mimeograph was used until 1984 when a professional
printer began printing the paper from an original copy. The
computer era in the early 2000’s made it possible to create a
digital copy but still required transporting a disk to the printer.
The size remained a legal size until 2011 when it became
letter size. With time the whole process has become MUCH
simpler, and today email allows for easy submission of information, computer programs (although not always user
friendly) make the creation of the paper a faster and simpler
process. Once the paper is completed and sent to the printer
via email, it can be printed in a day, and (if all goes well) in
your mailbox the following day!

June 2021

Times of Shrewsbury

See for yourself! Go to the Historical Society’s website at
www.shrewsburyhistoricalsociety.com and scroll to the bottom left of the home page. Viewing a full year of the Times
has never been easier….and all the front pages are displayed on one page. Click on one and start reading that
issue! ~By Chryl Martin

July 2021

THREE WAYS TO VIEW

Times of Shrewsbury
Current Issues:
1. Paper copy delivered to your mailbox each month

Current Issue in color:
2. Online at the Town website:

www.shrewsburyvt.org
Current AND Back issues in color:
3. Online at Shrewsbury Historical Society website::

www.shrewsburyhistoricalsociety.com

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY FOR NEWCOMERS
Shrewsbury is a unique place: the geography insures that
we have “real” winters and the people insure that we
have a “very special” community! To explore the places
and faces, check out these past issues of the Times at
the Shrewsbury Historical Society website:
www.shrewsburyhistoricalsociety.com
December 2019
February 2019
October 2018
October 2016
Special Edition

Peace Corp Volunteers
Flower Power & Black Magic
Shrewsbury Days (centerfold)
The Moose
Sugarhouses of Shrewsbury
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Preschool & Kindergarten Registration
Shrewsbury Mountain School
Open Registration
for the 2021-22 school year

For admission into Preschool, a child must be three (3) years
on or before August 31 of the year of entrance.
For admission into Kindergarten, a child must be at least five
(5) years on or before August 31. of the year of entrance.
Children who are currently in our Pre-K program will automatically be registered into our Kindergarten.
Please call the school at 492-3435 to request registration
paperwork. We will mail them to you and you will need to
mail them back to us. Teachers will contact you after we
have all registration paperwork.
The parent should also provide…
! The child’s immunization record
! Official state birth certificate
! Social Security Number
! Proof of Shrewsbury Residence (utility bill, tax documents, etc.)
Submitted by Marj Congdon

Photo by Lavinia Seide

The Times of Shrewsbury
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly from There is no charge for: jokes, poems, nature reports,
February through December, and compiled by volun- family event announcements, or feature articles or letters
teers from material submitted by residents with the goal that are not commercial.
of informing townspeople of what is happening in
Shrewsbury. The views and opinions expressed in arti- Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is
cles are solely those of the author and not necessarily 5pm on the 20th of the month prior to publication; excepthose of the editors.
tions will be announced in the prior month’s Times.
All submissions must be accompanied by the name of Best Formats: Articles: Word or as an email message
the submitting person and are printed at the editors’ dis- with no formatting. Photos: jpeg. Ads: jpeg (preferred) or
cretion subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters to Word document.
the Editor exceeding 350 words will be subject to editing
for length. Any information piece or informational political Monthly Advertising Fees:
letters (without specific party or vote appeal) will be subFull Page
$80
ject to the guidelines previously described. A writer of a
1/2 Page
$45
letter that names a Shrewsbury resident or organization
1/4 page
$10
in a critical manner must get copies to the resident or
Business Card $5
organization, and to the Times by the 10th of the month
Classified ad (15 words) $2. 50
prior to publication or it will not run. If the named person
Additional Fee to create an ad $5
or organization indicates in writing to the writer and to Payment due by the 20th of the month prior to publicathe Times that they choose not to respond, the letter will tion.
run. If the named entity responds, the response and initial letter will run in the same issue.
Chryl Martin ~ Rich Biziak ~
Victoria Arthur
Times of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738
Email: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com
Online: www. shrewsburyvt.org
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Mar 28

4pm

*Science Book Club discussion via Zoom

Apr 6
Apr 15
Apr 18
Apr 25

9-10am

May 1
May 1

8am-10am
10am-Noon

4pm
4pm

*Bone Builders begins again in person at the Meeting House
*Vermont Resident Homeowners Annual Filing deadline
*Famous Books Book Club discussion group
*Science Book Club discussion group
*GREEN UP DAY: pick up bags and road choice at Meeting House
*GREEN UP DAY: drop off bags at Transfer Station

*see elsewhere in newsletter for details

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY

Deadline for submission to Times
of Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm
th
on the 20 of each month.

online at

www.shrewsburyvt.org
www.shrewsburyhistoricalsociety.com

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS
Board of Selectman Meeting
Bone Builders
Development Review Board
Library Trustees Meeting
Mill River Unified Union School Board Mtg
Planning Commission
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission
Shrewsbury Historical Society
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum
Shrewsbury Singers
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department

st

rd

1 & 3 Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office
Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House
th
4 Wed -7pm at Town Office; check town website for agenda
nd
2 Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library
st
rd
1 Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3 Wed. 7pm location TBA
1st & 3rd Monday - 7:30pm via Google Meet (see posted agenda for link)
Sundays – 10am via Zoom; contact wildernessfriends@gmail.com
Virtual worship only for now; for info roxramah@gmail. com
Second Tuesday at 5:15pm via Google Meets (see Town website)
Postponed until further notice
Closed until further notice
Currently taking a break
2nd Tuesday – 7pm via Zoom; mgabriele10@gmail.com or 775-3406
Thursdays – 7pm at the Cuttingsville Station

Shrewsbury Town Website: www. shrewsburyvt. org
Clerk’s Office
492-3511 Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday
Town Garage
492-3656 (Follow prompts to report roadway blockage on non-work days)
Listers
492-2009 available by appointment
Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487 Monday 9am-11am
Transfer Station Sunday 8am-4pm ~~ Wednesday 12noon–6pm
Library
492-3410 COVID-19 Hours: Monday 10am-12noon; Wednesday 7-9pm; Saturday 10-am12noon
Meeting House
492-6050 Reservations: 492-3361 or julanne@vermontel. net
News Flash Email List vtbenbeano@gmail. com or benbeano@vermontel. ne [Urgent and reminder news information]
Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585 Window Hours Mon–Fri 7:30am–10:30am &11:30am–2;30pm; Sat 8am–11am.
Lobby Hours Mon– Fri 7:00am–7:00pm and Sat 7:00am–4pm
st

Animal Control Officer: Aaron Korzun 492-3362
1 Constable: TBA
Game Warden: Tim Carey 793-2776
Emergency Management Aaron Korzun 492-3362
Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877
Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911
Ambulance 773-1700
Rutland Hospital 775-7111
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
The Selectboard meets the 1 and 3 Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office.
st

rd

March 3, 2021: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting

New Business: The Selectboard Received from the Town
Treasurer an “Internal Financial Controls Checklist for MuPresent at meeting: Selectboard members: Francis Wyatt, nicipalities – Cities and Towns.”
Aaron Korzun, Steven Nicholson. Justice of the Peace: Barry
Griffith Members of the Public: Tami King, Megan Outdoor Consumption Permit: A. Korzun made the motion
LaChance.
to approve the outdoor consumption permit for the Rustic
Rooster. Seconded by S. Nicholson. Approved.
The meeting was convened at 7:01 pm
Review Minutes: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the
Agenda: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the agenda
2/17/2021 Selectboard meetings minutes. Seconded by S.
with the addition of two excess weight permits and meeting
Nicholson. Approved.
Clerk candidates. Seconded by S. Nicholson. Approved.
Review Orders: A. Korzun made a motion to approve SeSelection of Chair: S. Nicholson nominated Aaron Korzun
lectboard Orders #3 for $12,887.14 and Road Orders #3 for
to be the Chair of the Selectboard. F. Wyatt seconded. Ap$13,510.11. Seconded by S. Nicholson. Approved.
proved.
Town Clerk Appointment: A. Korzun made the motion to Adjourned at 9:38 pm
Respectfully submitted, Francis Wyatt
appoint Megan LaChance to the position of Town Clerk for a
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectperiod of one year. F. Wyatt seconded. Approved.
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Organization: Time & place of regular Selectboard meet~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ings is 7 PM at the Town Office on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month. The newspaper of record is the March 17, 2021: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting
Times of Shrewsbury and the Rutland Herald. Places of
posting are the Town Office, Cuttingsville Post Office and Present at meeting: Selectboard members: Francis Wyatt,
Aaron Korzun. Planning Commission: Laura Black, Melissa
Pierces Store.
Reichert. Conservation Commission: Peter Grace, Pam DarAppointments: S. Nicholson made the motion to appoint row. Tree Warden: Gary Salmon. Lister: Sharon Winnicki.
the following list of people to their respective positions. A. Road Commissioner: Jamie Carrara.
Korzun seconded. Road Commissioner: James Carrara, Members of the Public: None
Emergency Management Director: Aaron Korzun, Emergency Management Coordinator: Steven Nicholson, Tree War- The meeting was convened at 7:13 pm
den: Gary Salmon, Energy Coordinator: Davis Terrell, Rutland Regional Ambulance Service: Gerry Martin, Green-up Agenda: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the agenda
Coordinator: Connie Youngstrom, Zoning Administrator: with the addition of 13 excess weight permits, addition of
Adrienne Raymond, Transfer Station Administrator: Bert Pot- annual financial plan for the town highways, certificate of
ter, Pound Keeper: Gillian Gaines, Fence Viewers: Steven compliance for town road and bridge standards. Seconded
by F. Wyatt. Approved.
Nicholson, Bert Potter. Approved.
Lister’s Report: The Town was successful in the Henkel
lawsuit for the change of the appraisal value to $1,000,000.
Looking into recovering costs. Request for list value adjustment.

S. Nicholson made the motion to appoint the following list of
people to their respective positions. A. Korzun seconded.
Planning Commission: Melissa Reichert. Development Review Board: Mark Youngstrom & Bruce Bullock. Conservation Commission (expanded from 7 to 9 members): Christina
Clarke, Cynthia Thornton, Andy Richards-Peelle, Carrie
Clancy. Meetinghouse Trustee: Liesbeth van der Heijden.
Library Board Trustee: Debbie Blecich. Approved.
Election Results: No Lister elected. No Constable elected.

Planning Commission – Shade Tree Preservation Study:
Received grant for establishing a shade tree preservation
plan. Looking for public participation. It’s unclear what the
state statutes allow for local governance through shade tree
plans versus policies versus ordinances.

Town Buildings’ Maintenance: Lohsen P&H replaced the
oil tank at the Town Garage. Town Office vault heater was
installed by Master P&H. A. Korzun is looking into new lighting fixtures for the Town Garage.

Conservation Commission Letter to Selectboard: Reviewed the letter and discussed with those present. The Selectboard will continue the process of reclassifying the lower
Gaynor Road as petitioned by the townspeople in 2020.

Excess Weight Permits: A. Korzun made a motion to ac- Class 4 highway policy: Read through a proposed policy
cept the excess weight permits from Demag Riggers and for Class 4 highways and Town Trails and discussed.
Crane Service and Proctor Gas. F. Wyatt seconded. Ap35 mph speed limit: Discussed the process for setting
proved.
speed limits in town.
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SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES
(continued)

Introducing Our New Town Clerk

Town Administrative Assistant position: The Selectboard “I grew up in North Canton, Ohio, which is where most of my
decided to hire Erin Lorentz for the Town Administrative As- family still lives. After attending the College of
sistant position.
Wooster, I spent a year
Town Buildings’ Maintenance: Discussed lighting changes at volunteering as an archivist at a local history muthe Town garage.
seum in Petoskey, MichiNew Business: Appointments- A. Korzun made the motion gan. Following this I
to accept the appointments of Elijah Lachance to Library came to Vermont to atBoard, Brian Winkler to Fence Viewer, Greg Miller to Inspec- tend
Vermont
Law
tor of Lumber, Shingles and Wood, Greg Miller to Weigher of School, where I graduatCoal. F. Wyatt seconded. Approved.
ed in 2016 with both a
J.D. and Master of EnviAaron Korzun made a motion to authorize both the Certificaronmental Law & Policy.
tion of Compliance for Town Road and Bridge Standards
Following my graduation,
and Network Inventory, and the Annual Financial Plan –
I worked as a Deputy
Town Highways. F. Wyatt seconded. Approved.
State’s Attorney in Rutland
Megan LaChance
Aaron Korzun made a motion to accept the excess weight for two and half years. My
permits for: Belden Construction LLC, Phoenix Feeds and husband and I came to
Nutrition, Champlain Construction, Connecticut Valley Con- Shrewsbury when we decided to purchase a house, and we
struction, Parker Excavation, Kilburn Transport, Cardinal were drawn in by Shrewsbury’s incredible school and the
Logistics Management Corp., Fabian Earth Moving, J.P. small, tightly knit (and extremely active!) community.
Carrara and Sons, Champlain Valley Plumbing and Heating,
Keyser Energy, Riggs Distler, Feed Commodities Interna- I applied because I had been looking for work close to home
tional, Markowski Excavating. F. Wyatt seconded. Approved. for some time, and I wanted to do something that still involved law, but that didn’t require me to be in a courtroom all
Review Minutes: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the of the time or even necessarily act as an attorney. Town
3/3/2021 Selectboard meeting minutes. Seconded by F. Wy- Clerk fits that pretty well. Additionally, I’ve long had a fasciatt. Approved.
nation with property usage and land records. The formation
of conservation easements is what initially drew me to study
Review Orders: A. Korzun made a motion to approve Se- law in the first place! I also felt that my previous experience
lectboard Orders #3a for $973.75, Road Orders #3a for working in a museum archive would help me be a good
$26,250.28 ($5,845 for Town truck water pump and $9,042 steward of the historic land and vital records that the Town
for health insurance), and corrected Selectboard Orders #3 must maintain.
for $12,712.14. Seconded by F. Wyatt. Approved.
In my spare time I enjoy baking, reading, playing my cello,
and spending time with my husband, Elijah, and dog, Jigsy.
My New Year’s “Resolution” for 2021 is baking my way
through Baking with Julia. I also enjoy nature walks and
downhill skiing, though I don’t get around to doing either of
these as often as I’d like. As for other activities, I’m on the
council of Rutland Dismas House and serve on their membership committee. My husband and I are also both parishioners of St. Patrick’s in Wallingford and active in our church
community. What I enjoy the most, though, is being able to
help and serve my friends and neighbors in whatever ways I
can as my schedule allows.

Adjourned at 10:24 pm
Respectfully submitted, Francis Wyatt
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but
not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website
www.shrewsburyvt.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Vermont Resident Homeowners Annual Filing
Be sure to file the Homestead Declaration, Form HS-122
annually. The state website has online filing and the
forms available at https://tax.vermont.gov. Complete the
Property Tax Adjustment form, Form HI-144, if you are
eligible. Those are also available in paper forms for mailing. Vermont State phone is (802) 828-2865 or (866) 8282865 (toll free in VT) for information or help.

I just want to say thank you to the entire Shrewsbury community for making me feel so welcome here. I know I haven’t
been here for very long, but you are all so incredibly kind
and have truly made this place feel like home. So, thank you,
Shrewsbury! You are all amazing, and I look forward to getting to know you better.” ~Megan LaChance

Due Date: April 15, 2021. You may file up to Oct. 15,
2021, but the town may assess a penalty.
Linda McGuire, Treasurer
Town of Shrewsbury
9823 Cold River Rd, Shrewsbury, VT 05738
Town Office 492-3558
Times of Shrewsbury ~ April 2021
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Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $2,526 to help support VNA & Hospice of the Southwest Region?
Yes – 2282 No -30

ELECTION RESULTS
March 2, 2021
315 Votes Cast
One Moderator
One Selectboard Member
One Auditor
One Lister
One Town Clerk
One 1st Constable
One 2nd Constable
One Town Treasurer
One Cemetery Commissioner
One Cemetery Commissioner
One Cemetery Commissioner

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $150 to help support
the Green Up Vermont organization? Yes – 260
No -49

Eldred French
Aaron Korzun
Sanford Bragg

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $130 to help support
the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)?
Yes – 259
No -44

No One Candidate Had the Requisite
Number of Votes
No One Candidate Had the Requisite
Number of Votes
No One Candidate Had the Requisite
Number of Votes
No One Candidate Had the Requisite
Number of Votes

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $700 to help support
the Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging? Yes–242 No-65

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $1,192 to help support Rutland Mental Health Services? Yes – 243
No -66

Linda McGuire
Write-In – Larry Carrara 1 Year
Write-In – Bennie Carrara 2 Year

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $150 to help support
New Story (formally the Rutland County Women’s Network and
Shelter)? Yes – 262
No -48

Write-In – Larry Carrara 3 Year

One Delinquent Tax Collector

Edmund Hemmer

One Mill River Unified Union
School Director

Todd Fillmore- 109
Samantha Green – 195

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $600 to help support
BROC-Community Action in Southwestern Vermont?
Yes – 226
No -78

Shall the Town approve a total general fund expenditure Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $300 to help support
of $1,117,027 of which $592,689 shall be raised by taxes the Rutland County Parent Child Center? Yes – 238
No -63
and $524,338 by non-property tax revenues and surplus funds,
reserve funds and surplus funds? Yes – 264
No – 44
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $250 to help support
the Vermont Family Network? Yes – 225
No -73
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $1,500 for the Town
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $150 to help support
Office Reserve Fund? Yes – 272
No – 37
the Rutland County Humane Society? Yes – 262
No -46
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $1,500 for the Town
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $170 to help support
Garage Reserve Fund? Yes – 280
No – 27
the Vermont Center for Independent Living? Yes – 245 No -61
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $1,000 for the Town
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $400 to help support
Office Equipment Reserve Fund? Yes – 264
No -43
the Child First Advocacy Center? Yes – 236
No -63
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $50,000 for the Town Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $500 to help support
the American Red Cross of NH/VT? Yes – 246
No -59
Road Equipment Fund? Yes – 276
No -33
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $1,000 for the Town Shall the taxes be postmarked on or before, or in the hands of the
Treasurer no later than 7:00 P.M., Friday, October 8, 2021
Records Restoration Reserve Fund? Yes – 267
No -40
Yes – 291
No -12
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $35,000 for the
Thank you to all the Election Volunteers!
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Equipment Reserve Fund?
Yes – 262
No -45
Rich Biziak, Dany & Heather Cote, Sally Deinzer, Linda Fon-

tana, Penelope Weiss, Jean Walker, Gretchen Gould, Carol

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $15,500 for the Goodwin, Barry Griffith, Melissa Reichert, Lee Wilson, Trish
Shrewsbury Community Meeting House? Yes – 279
No -28
Norton, Ann Vanneman, John Berryhill, with custodial sup-

port from Aaron Korzun & Thomas Hartigan. – Appreciate all

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $35,000 for the
your support.
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Operating Fund?
Yes – 263
No -45
Welcome Megan LaChance!!

Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Retired Town Clerk

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $7,500 for the
Shrewsbury Library? Yes – 249
No -60

2021 Dog Licenses
will be available January 5, 2021
by mail or call 492-3511
Current rabies certificate required.
$9. 00 Spayed/Neutered
$13. 00 intact

Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $2,500 for the
Shrewsbury Historical Society? Yes – 240
No -43
Shall the Town raise, appropriate and expend $250 to help support
the Rutland Natural Resources Conservation District?
Yes – 264
No -67
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MESSAGE FROM MONTPELIER

!

We are right in the middle of “crossover” now. As I’ve written
about in the past, the legislature sets these dates at about
the midpoint of the session, and for a bill to “crossover” from
the House to the Senate or vice-versa this session, it has to
pass from the policy committee in the chamber it started in
by a certain date, usually the Friday after Town Meeting
week, and any bills which are referred to a money committee
have to be voted out of both money committees by the following Friday. This year was no exception, with “policy
crossover” on March 12th, and “money crossover” on March
19th. And so this last week things were a lot busier on the
“floor” of the House and Senate Chambers, as bills that
committees have been working on since we convened in
January are starting to be taken up.

Thanks

Spring has officially come!! The days are a little longer, the
sun is a little warmer, the snow banks a little smaller, and the
steam is rising out of the sugar shacks. All are welcome
sights as we look forward to outside activities and some relief from the restrictions we have been living under for the
past year!!

!!
!

The SVFD would like to THANK YOU for again supporting
the needed funding of our operating budget and the truck
replacement fund. As recently noted by the Rutland City Fire
Department in the Rutland Herald article as well as some
Great s
other local departments, these emergency vehicles are exveranc
pensive to replace and the life expectancy is growing shortswimm
er. The Cuttingsville station is home to our 1992 Ford tanker
the Str
(29 years old) and our 2000 Freightliner Pumper (21 years
Fueled
old). The Northam Station houses the 2003 International
somed
Tanker, the department built upon a used chassis with a
setting
used utility body. Our newest piece of apparatus is a 2007
ence, g
International Pumper (now already 14 years old). When we
purchased this pumper it cost $260,000! The truck committee is reviewing our needs to determine the next vehicle
Wher
need. Again THANK YOU to all the townspeople for your
continued support of these budget items and supporting our
annual mailer for specialized equipment.

The last two years I put together a Town Meeting Report
summarizing some the bills I was focused on that were making their way through the state house. I decided not to do
that this year, mostly because of COVID and our towns not
doing typical Town Meetings. But it also makes me realize
that Town Meeting week is really not the best time for that
kind of report, and I plan to do a post-crossover report instead this year and next year. I follow the other “big” bills that
committees are working on, but do not always know about
every bill that other committees are working on until they
bring them to the floor.
The biggest bill every year is the bill we colloquially call “The
BIG Bill”, the budget. House Appropriations asks for input
from the other committees on issues related to their specific
policy areas, but the bulk of the work on the budget is by
Approps. They have not finished their initial work to even
introduce the budget to the full chamber yet. In a normal
year it would be introduced next week, which it seems like
they will keep pace with, although this year it seems to be
even more in flux than normal. There is a big push right now
to try to fund as much of the “normal” expenses out of the
new Federal COVID relief funds, because the General Fund
dollars would have less strings attached to them and could
be used for things like resolving the unfunded pension liability, which continues to be a top priority for everyone in the
legislature.

This is
We responded to 3 emergency calls for assistance in the
past month. 1) a medical emergency assist request on Route
103. 2) a call to Lincoln Hill for a structure fire. This was possibly caused by hot ash from an external pellet stove exhaust pipe. Our mutual-aid system made calls to Clarendon,
Rutland Town, Wallingford, East Wallingford, Mt Holly for
tanker support. Some Tinmouth volunteers heard the call
and were willing to respond as well! This shows the imI LOVE
portance of our mutual aid agreements and the willingness
one co
of the surrounding departments to support each other!!
Thanks to all those departments for their support. 3) Our last
call was for another chimney fire on Route 103.

These calls reflect the importance of cleaning and inspecting
your chimney and the importance of burning dry wood.
Spring and mud season are here! Please slow down on the Spellbi
roads, leave ample time to make your trip. The paved roads norther
can be rough with frost heaves from winter damage, the dirt been m
roads will be soft and can be very rutted. The frost heaves, the ski
accumulated sand and soft unpaved roads can cause you to tor Arm
compe
lose control quickly.
from a
Remember if you are doing yard work and need to burn this my
brush, leaves or other yard debris, you must call for a burn- spired.
ing permit; contact the Forest Fire Warden Kevin Brown 802345-8668 or Deputy Forest Fire Warden Al Ridlon Jr 802282-3642. The forest floor is already drying quickly on roadsides and where the snow has disappeared. The top layer of
dry debris can spread a small fire very quickly so always call
for a permit and the latest information on burning. Enjoy our
better weather and
ALWAYS STAY FIRE SAFE
~Submitted by Jack Perry

As always, feel free to call if you have questions about this
or anything else, and look for a copy of my Crossover Report
in the next couple weeks.
Logan Nicoll, State Representative 802-345-8430
Ludlow, Mount Holly, Shrewsbury
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Vaccine for Veterans
Any member of any branch of service to the armed forces of
the United States of America (of any age), can call our own
Veterans Administration in White River Jct. and be eligible to
sign up for a Covid vaccine. The phone number is 802-5151.
~Submitted by Catherine Carrara
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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of government power, and such is the very reason for our
Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
Celebrating Andy Richards-Peelle

The motives for the board's decision may have been noble,
but the tainted process and inevitable results were certainly
not. In our appeals to the board, many of us residents predicted that, surely as the sun will rise tomorrow, such division would be the bitter fruits. My concerns were later echoed by board member Len Doucette when he sagely warned
that "we have opened a Pandora's box", "we did not do our
due diligence" and "that may come back to bite us, and that
worries me a lot."

I would like to take a moment to celebrate Andy RichardsPeelle, who served the Town of Shrewsbury as a school
board member for 17 years. That is an absolutely outstanding statement. Anyone that has served on a board, understands the commitment it takes to dutifully serve 17
years! He began his service on the Mill River School Board
and most recently served on the MRUUSD Board. I had the
joy of serving with Andy on the Shrewsbury Mountain School
Board and the RSSU School Board. Throughout this period
of time, Andy was Chair of the Mill River Board, and Chair of
the Budget and Finance Committee, among many other
committee involvements. Andy always valued others’ contributions. Only until he heard their perspectives would he
begin deliberate decision making, letting logic lead the process.

ANIMALS
~ BIRDS
It is precisely in times
such
as these that a public school sysFISH
tem should strive to be a neutral space where students of
all walks of life can feel safe and un-threatened; where students can focus on their assigned task at hand to learn
deeply about the world around them.
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•
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I truly regret any turmoil I may have caused in my own efforts to shine a light on the thornier aspects of this unfolding
conflict, but I have always sought two intertwined objectives: To ensure that the quiet voice of the minority view is
heard, respected, and protected, and that laws intended to
protect us from government overreach are obeyed. Sadly,
that effort proved to be provocative.

#2,
• that box is farther up on the page: farther away from the bottom
frame.
• Can save with 2008 compatibility
• 5
6
4.5 4.5

Andy is one of the most thoughtful and diplomatic people I
have served with on a board. He has keen financial
knowledge, with a strong ability to balance the needs of the
students, staff, and tax payers. Andy and Helen’s children
attended Shrewsbury Mountain School and Mill River years
ago yet it was always a joy to see Andy at most all school
events over the past 8 years our children have been attending SMS. Andy’s presence at school events is just one example of his commitment to the community and availability to
listen to townspeople about matters related to education.
Plus, I think he enjoyed the music.

I hope we can find that elusive space where we can all coexist as equals and neighbors, without division and rancor. After all, isn't that what we all strive to teach our children? And
isn't teaching our children this very lesson the reason for
these difficult conversations?
Thank you Andy for your many years serving the folks of
With Respect and Concern, Todd Fillmore
Shrewsbury! It is not at all an easy job, and can often be
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
thankless work. There are few people that have the stamina
and dedication to serve the community as many years as
you have. The additional time you now have I am sure with
be filled enjoying the hills and trails of Northam, the serenity
of Spring Lake, and (hopefully soon) some travel with family.
~Submitted by Sarah Bolster
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Notice from Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
School Board Concern
The Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department recommends that
Division in a community is always regrettable. It separates Vermonters only feed birds during the winter months to avoid
us into contentious clans, each with our own beliefs and val- attracting bears. Bears are very fond of suet and bird seed,
ues, pitting neighbor against neighbor. It is the inevitable especially black oil sunflower seed. Bringing feeders in at
result when two irreconcilable viewpoints collide, but the re- night doesn’t work, because bears will still feed on seed that
sulting conflict is perhaps more regrettable when it was is spilled on the ground.
avoidable.
While VT Fish and Wildlife generally recommends people
Like many conflicts, the current friction experienced across only put bird feeders out from December 1 through March
four towns can be traced back to a single undeniable flash- 31, variable winter weather can sometimes dictate that birdpoint: The decision made by a handful of school board feeders should be removed even during this period. A good
members to use the weight of government authority to force rule of thumb is that if it’s generally “wintery” out for an extheir constituents to accept two highly controversial political tended period of time, with consistent snow on the ground
flags on our own children's school flag poles; flagpoles and temperatures at or below freezing, you can keep your
which, I note, are paid for by our own tax dollars. This, de- birdfeeder out.
spite a vocal outcry from a large percentage of taxpayers to
consider and respect their voice in petition, rather than act
by decree. The board's decision to ignore that voice ignited
much of our present passions, mistrust, friction and division.
Shrewsbury Listers
This is a familiar battleground where the rights to freedom of
are available by appointment at 492-2009
conscience and speech collide with the proper limits and use
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Two Positions open on Planning Commission
The Planning Commission has two open positions on our
team of five appointed members. Like all of the appointed
and elected town positions, serving on the Planning Commission is an opportunity to contribute to the Town of
Shrewsbury. The work of the Planning Commission helps to
shape the land use and community of our historic town for
current development and conservation as well as for the future. The 2020 Annual Report, page 36, gives a short description of some of the duties of the Planning Commission.
Members need not have experience in land use and community planning but must be willing to learn from other
members, from Vermont State trainings, from independent
research of Vermont statutes and regulations, from regional
planning reports, and from other sources.
We meet twice per month on the first and third Mondays at
7:30pm. Current members are Laura Black (Chair), Melissa
Reichert (Clerk), Hunter Berryhill.
Please feel free to attend a meeting if you are interested!
~Submitted by Laura Black
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bone Builders
9-10am
Every Tuesday and Thursday
at the Meeting House on Lottery Road

Free weights and Instruction
Join us to improve your
Bones, Balance, and Strength

Bone Builders will begin again on
Tuesday April 6
There are still some protocol we must follow in doing so: The
first guideline is that we need to limit participation to those
people who have received TWO vaccinations or ONE Johnson & Johnson at least two weeks before joining class and
will need to sign in and put down the dates of their vaccinations.
Sign in for each session will be required in case tracking is
necessary, have face masks worn by all participants, hand
sanitizer available and have dedicated weights for each participant so no one is sharing weights. I have forms for signing in each day.
There will need to be at six feet between each person.-As
you can see, it is still going to look different from our preCovid classes but it is all very doable. As time goes on, we
will be able to drop many of these protocol but we need to
keep them in place for the time being.

Maple
Green If anyone has any questions, they can call Jan O’Hara at
up to 492-8687. ~Submitted by Liesbeth van der Heijden
oints.
Bone Builders
bove.
9-10am
d 41”
Every
Tuesday
and Thursday
etting
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Looking for Tree People
In March, the Town of Shrewsbury was awarded
an Urban and Community Forestry program grant
to develop a Shade Tree Preservation plan for our
town road trees. What grant details were available
were presented in the March issue of the Shrewsbury Times and perhaps will interest some of
Shrewsbury’s tree people in joining the Planning
Commission in this endeavor. We have a year to
produce a document and will be using April to collect those of you who wish to join us. Once assembled the real team work will begin. If you are interested in how we can help keep healthy trees along
our town roads contact, sometime in April, the
Planning Commission’s Melissa Reichert mmreichert@vermontel.net or our Tree Warden, Gary
Salmon gsalmon@vermontel.net.

Vermont State Senators:
Brian Collamore: bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us
Cheryl Hooker: chooker@leg.state.vt.us
James McNeil: jmcneil@leg.state.vt.us
Vermont State House of Representative:
Logan Nicoll: lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us
The Vermont General Assembly is in session January
thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that
have been introduced, track each bill’s progress, and
review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us.
During the week you can contact your legislator by leaving a message at the State House by calling 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the Sergeant-AtArms' Office).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

United States Senators:
Senator Patrick Leahy
www.leahy.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569
Washington office: (202) 224-4242
Senator Bernie Sanders
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (800) 339-9834
Washington D. C. Office:
(202) 224-5141; Fax (202) 228-0776
United States House of Representative:
Representative Peter Welch
https://welch.house.gov/contact
Vermont Office: (802) 652-2450 or (888) 605-7270
Washington, D.C. Office: (202) 225-4115

COMING EVENTS: SAVE THE DATES!
Saturday, July 10 @ 10 AM to 2 pm: CHARLIE PAQUIN
Saturday, August 14: STREET DANCE with MARCOS
LEVY & THE SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY BLUES BAND
Continuing Programs:
Sunday, April 18 @ 4 pm: FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK CLUB
will discuss The Mrs. Dalloway Reader by Virginia Woolf.

We’re still OPEN for in-person
visits with the appropriate masking and distancing, on:
MONDAYS 10am-12pm
WEDNESDAYS 7-9pm
SATURDAYS 10am-12pm
For requests, parking lot pick-ups or home deliveries,
please call 492-3410 or e-mail slibrary@vermontel.net.

Sunday, April 25 @ 4 pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: Wilding
by Isabella Tree: A compelling memoir about returning nature to developed land. Copies will be in the Library. Please
let Margery Salmon (492-3315) or Joan (492-3550) know if
you want an e-book or another print copy.

* With great regret and great gratitude for her service, we
announce that DEBBIE BLECICH, our longtime Treasurer,
has submitted her resignation from the Library Board of
Trustees. DEB joined our Board when her daughters were
little, and encouraged them to become Junior Librarians in
elementary school, Honor Student volunteers in high
school, and library adepts in college. We’re very happy
that DEB has offered to staff (when the pandemic is over),
and to answer any questions we have about Library finances and planning. A HUGE THANKS to DEB!

New Books include:
* The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing, and
the Future of the Human Race by Walter Isaacson. A cel
ebration of women’s history and scientific discovery by a
master biographer.
* Sunflower Sisters by Martha Hall Kelly: A novel about the
older generation of the characters in Kelly’s earlier best
seller, The Lilac Girls.
* Breath: The New Science of a Lost Art by James Nestor
(recommended by a patron): An exploration of the function
we take for granted until it’s threatened.
* Land: How the Hunger for Ownership Shaped the Modern
World by Simon Winchester: A comprehensive, provocative account by the noted historian.
* Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas: A Young Adult novel for
adult readers too: the prequel to Thomas’ earlier hit, The
Hate U Give.

* We’re also immensely grateful that LISA SHARROW, our
Assistant Treasurer responsible for day-to-day operations,
has taken over the Treasurer’s reporting work with advice
from Deb. THANK YOU, LISA! And THANK YOU to
DIANNE BARCLAY, who has taken over the review and
proofreading of the financial reports that Deb had done. New DVDs include:
* All Creatures Great and Small: The new BBC series for all
Our Treasury is in good hands!
ages.
*
Yellowstone: Seasons 1 & 2: The popular Western series.
* DEBBIE had also been the Select Board’s appointee to
the Library Board for many recurring one-year terms. We * The Long Song, starring Tamara Lawrance: A three-part
mini-series based on Andrea Levy’s novel about the end
are very pleased to announce that Trustee ELIJAH
of slavery in Jamaica, A Small Island.
LACHANCE will serve in that position for the coming year,
on the Library Board’s recommendation. THANK YOU,
ELIJAH, for coming forward, and to the SELECT BOARD
for making the appointment!
* With the new opening on the Library Board, we are looking for a NEW TRUSTEE. If you want to get involved in
Shrewsbury’s vital community, care about: small volunteer
organizations, books, movies, the arts and information,
and getting to know your neighbors, the Library Board is a
great place to be. We ask that Trustees attend Board
meetings the second Tuesday of every month; staff at
least two two-hour shifts during regular library hours
(when we’re fully open again); serve on a committee; and
help with fund-raisers and events. Pre-pandemic hours
have been M 10-12; TU 7-9 p.m.; W 10-5 & 7-9; TH 7-9; F
& SAT 10-12, but may change on review. In addition to
morning hours during the week, we will always offer some
evening and Saturday hours. If you’re interested in joining
us, please call a member of the Nominating Committee:
Gail Hartigan (492-3605); Trish Norton (492-3653); or Lisa
Sharrow (492-3732).
Times of Shrewsbury ~ April 2021
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Open: Positions Serving the
Town of Shrewsbury
Lister
Animal Control Officer
1st Constable
2nd Constable
If you are interested, please call
Aaron Korzun at 492-3362

1 ticket $5

6 tickets $25

Email:__________________________________

If you would like to be on an email listp to receive concert info, please have email me at: singtoli
We can't
wait to see you!
~Vicky Arthur
SHREWSBURY LIBRARY
Name:__________________________________
SHREWSBURY
QUILT RAFFLE LIBRARY
TICKET
QUILT
RAFFLE
“Log Cabin
Quilt”TICKET
“Log Cabin Quilt”
1 ticket $5 6 tickets $25
1 ticket $5 6 tickets $25

SHREWSBURY MEETING HOUSE
2021 (May-October) PUBLIC EVENTS

Name:__________________________________
Address:____________________________
Address:
____________________________
Phone:_________________________________
Phone:_________________________________
Email:__________________________________
Email:__________________________________

Date

Time

Event

Raindate

SHREWSBURY MEETING HOUSE
2021
(May-October)
PUBLIC
EVENTS
June
25 5pm
Rick Redington & The
LUV Concert

Sat LIBRARY
May 29
5pm The Plumb Bobs Concert
SHREWSBURY
Name:__________________________________
SHREWSBURY
Name:__________________________________
QUILT RAFFLE LIBRARY
TICKET
Address:____________________________
Sat
June Address:
12 ____________________________
5pm Gypsy Reel Concert
QUILT
RAFFLE
“Log Cabin
Quilt”TICKET
Phone:_________________________________
“Log Cabin Quilt”
Phone:_________________________________

Fri
Email:__________________________________
Email:__________________________________
Event
Sat Date
July 10Time
5pm Electrostatic Cats Concert
5pmThe
Jazz
Essentials
Sat SatMay July
29 245pm
Plumb
BobsConcert
Concert
Aug
8 5pm
5pmGypsy
Carlos
Ocasio
& Chump Change Concert
SHREWSBURY
LIBRARY
Sat Sun
June
12 Name:__________________________________
Reel
Concert
QUILT RAFFLE TICKET
Address:____________________________
Aug 14 TBA Haystack Dinner and Street Dance
“Log Cabin Sat
Fri Quilt”
June 25 Phone:_________________________________
5pm Rick Redington & The LUV Concert
Sat
21 5pm Hermit Hollow String Band Concert
1 ticket $5 6
tickets $25 Aug Email:__________________________________
Sat
July 10 5pm Electrostatic Cats Concert
Sat
Sept 4
4pm Steve Spensley and Friends Concert
Sat SatJuly Sept
24 115pm
JazzDays
Concert
TBAEssential
Shrewsbury
Parade and Celebration
!
Sun Sat AugSept
8 185pm
Ocasio
& Chump Change Concert
4pmCarlos
Va-et-Vient
Concert
Sat SatAug 14
Dinner
and Street Dance
Oct 2 TBA
TBAHaystack
SVFD Ham
Supper
Sh$e&s()*y L-(*ar0 Q)-2te$4
Oct 9 5pm
3pmHermit
The Neighbors
Concert
Sat SatAug 21
Hollow String
Band Concert
!The!Shrewsbury!Library!Quilters!again!are!raﬄing!a!beau5ful!“Log!Cabin!Quilt”!created!by!Trish!

Sun. 5/30
Sun. 6/13
Sun. 6/27
Sun.Raindate
7/11
Sun.Sun.
7/255/30
TBA6/13
Sun.

1 ticket $5 6 tickets $25
1 ticket $5 6 tickets $25

Sun. 6/27

Sun. 8/22
Sun. 7/11
Sun. 9/5
Sun.Sun.
9/127/25
Sun. 9/19TBA
Sun. Sun.
10/108/22

Norton!(right!top)!with!fabric!donated!by!Julanne!Sharrow!(leB!top).!!It!is!made!for!a!queen!sized!bed.!
Also!shown!in!picture!are!Ronnie!Bowers!(center!top)!and!Donna!Swartz!(front!right).!!Drawing!date!to!
be!

Sat
Sept 4
4pm Steve Spensley and Friends Concert
Sun. 9/5
Sat
Sept 11 ! TBA Shrewsbury Days Parade and Celebration
Sun. 9/12
!
Sat
Sept 18 4pm Va-et-Vient Concert
Sun. 9/19
Shrewsbury!Library!Quilters
Sh$e&s()*y
Q)-2te$4 SVFD Ham Supper
Sat
Oct
2 L-(*ar0
TBA
The Shrewsbury Library Quilters again are raffling a
!The!Shrewsbury!Library!Quilters!again!are!raﬄing!a!beau5ful!“Log!Cabin!Quilt”!created!by!Trish!
beautiful “Log Cabin Quilt” created by Trish Norton (right
Sat
Oct 9
3pm The Neighbors Concert
Sun. 10/10
Norton!(right!top)!with!fabric!donated!by!Julanne!Sharrow!(leB!top).!!It!is!made!for!a!queen!sized!bed.!
top) with fabric donated by Julanne Sharrow (left top). It
Also!shown!in!picture!are!Ronnie!Bowers!(center!top)!and!Donna!Swartz!(front!right).!!Drawing!date!to!
be!

is made for a queen sized bed. Also shown in picture are
Ronnie Bowers (center top) and Donna Swartz (front
!
right). Drawing date to be announced.

Shrewsbury!Library!Quilters
1 ticket
-- $5.00
6 tickets -- $25
The Shrewsbury Library Quilters again are raffling a
We will be“Log
happy
to fillQuilt”
out any
additional
tickets
you (right
beautiful
Cabin
created
by Trish
Norton
would
likefabric
to purchase.
make Sharrow
your check
to: It
top)
with
donatedPlease
by Julanne
(leftout
top).
Shrewsbury
Library,
andmail
to: shown in picture are
is made
for a queen
sized
bed. Also
Shrewsbury
Library
Ronnie Bowers (center
top) and
Donna Swartz (front
Box 396
right). Drawing date toP.O.
be announced.
Cuttingsville, VT 05738
1 ticket
-- $5.00
tickets -- support.
$25
Thank
you very
much for your6continuing
announced.! !

We will be happy to fill out any additional tickets you

1 ticket -- $5.00
$25
would like to purchase. Please make your check out to:
SHREWSBURY
LIBRARY6 tickets --Name:_____________________________________________________

Shrewsbury Library, andmail to:

QUILT RAFFLE TICKET
Address:___________________________________________________
We!will!be!happy!to!ﬁll!out!any!addi5onal!5ckets!you!would!like!to!purchase.!
Shrewsbury Library
“Log
Cabin Quilt”
Phone:_____________________________________________________
Please!make!your!check!out!to:
Shrewsbury
Library!
1 ticket $5

6 tickets $25

P.O. Box 396
Cuttingsville, VT 05738
Email:______________________________________________________
Thank you very much for your continuing support.
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1 ticket -- $5.00
$25
SHREWSBURY
LIBRARY6 tickets --Name:_____________________________________________________
QUILT
RAFFLE
TICKET
Address:___________________________________________________
We!will!be!happy!to!ﬁll!out!any!addi5onal!5ckets!you!would!like!to!purchase.!
“Log
Cabin Quilt”
Phone:_____________________________________________________
Please!make!your!check!out!to:
Shrewsbury
Library!

1 ticket $5

6 tickets $25
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With the closing of the museum and unable to hold
meetings of the Historical
Society for a year now, I
thought I might write about the various businesses that my
husband Con and I became aware of when we had our
house built in 1974 by Al Ridlon, Sr. Our move to Shrewsbury permanently was in 1984. So for ten years, we drove up
for weekends and vacations and acquainting ourselves and
our family and friends with our town. So now let’s go back to
the 70s and early 80s. We discovered the many farms, some
selling milk, beef, sheep skins, and eggs, and seasonal
businesses of maple sugaring, snow plowing and summer
mowing.
Meadowsweet Herb Farm, Shrewsbury
I recently came across in my files a splendid catalog showing Meadowsweet’s herbs and wares. The stately house was
built in 1860 by Master Builder Moses LeFevre and owned
by Elliott and Polly Haynes in 1979, when they started their
business on site. But I digress.

with my winning raffle ticket.
Jan knew just the right thing
to offer me. It was a small
stuffed duck made by using
an old quilt that had belonged to Marjorie Pierce’s mother. I
was so delighted, I exhibited it at one of the quilt shows that
the Historical Society sponsored with Lucille Fiske’s help
when the museum moved to the church building in Cuttingsville.
W. E. Pierce Groceries
The first time we visited the store we fell in love with it and
the folks who ran it. They were wonderful to us and all our
guests were brought there to enjoy the quaintness of this
little piece of history. And of course, the store lives on today.
Cuttingsville, A Hamlet in Shrewsbury
This is where we live, up the hill on the Shunpike. One afternoon when I was all alone and did not have a car, (Con
would join me on weekends. I believe it was in the late 70s,
in May.) I walked down to Cuttingsville and scouted the area.

One day Con and I went exploring and found ourselves on
Eastham Road. The views of the surrounding meadows and
mountains are spectacular there. Approaching two couples
ahead of us, standing near a wooden fence housing a horse
was Elliott and Polly showing the area to a couple. They
were all dressed in casual chic clothes and by that I mean
Polly in turtle neck and long woolen skirt to the ankles, and
in their hands they were holding cocktails. We drove slowly
by, waving as all Shrewsberries do, and I felt like I was interrupting a scene being shot for a movie. Little did we know
then that we would bring all our guests up to the farm in the
near future to enjoy their visit at Meadowsweet.

As I walked down to Route 103, I walked past Jim
McCullough’s antique shop, which was better known as the
Huntoon House. I paid a visit at the Bowman mausoleum
and then crossed over to the Carriage House of Bowman’s
estate which was a small antique shop at the time. I fell in
love with a wagon seat, now a table, which was perched out
front and put a deposit on it. Then I walked to the Haunted
Book Shop, located in the Bowman Mansion, and enjoyed
chatting with Clint Fiske, proprietor. Then down the hill past
a horse in a fenced in field to the red Olde Barn, which I believe was its opening day. I met Joan and BJ Stewart, proprietors. Joan recommended the new restaurant nearby,
called The Shrewsbury Inn with proprietors Don and Lois
The surroundings of this farm was lovely with horse barn and Butler and family.
a small pond. Inside, herbs of every kind were for sale, as
well as books on herb gardening, and similar items. Their I then walked across the bridge to the old brick building,
essential oils were added to potpourri and made into where the Post Office was located, picked up my mail, and
wreaths, baskets, and Tussie-Mussies. All the while, as you chatted with Barbara Perkins, who was either the Postmasshopped, semi-classic music filled the air, and sometimes ter or Assistant to Shirley Kelley at that time. Upstairs lived
music by a choir in a cathedral in England. A magical place Sadie Hamilton who was Postmaster and then Town Clerk
to me. And I miss it.
for many years. (In 1985, I was hired as assistant to Barbara
Perkins and believe that fall the post office moved to the
In 1980, Elliott Haynes became President of the Historical brand new post office near the Olde Barn.)
Society and served for four years, whilst Polly added another
barn opposite the house. Her workers grew as did the busi- Across Route 103 was Stewart Ford, and a stained glass
ness. Afternoon teas were held, as well as classes about shop. On my way home on School Street, I passed by the
cooking with herbs. Sadly, with the passing of Elliott in 2005, one-room school house. (While our house was being built
Polly moved to a milder climate for her aging horse and we heard school children playing down there. Shortly after,
where rosemary, the herb of remembrance, grew year the first floor became the town’s library and later still, on the
round.
second floor, the Historical Society’s first home.) Across the
railroad tracks, turn right at the fire house and past the Edgar
The Vermont Patchworks
Ridlon farm. A brief visit with Fran and George Brigham, our
I won a raffle for a purchase at the Vermont Patchworks in first Vermont friends and closest neighbors. (I believe Gracie
the home of Jan Snelling (later McTaggart). I found her wel- Brigham was a school teacher at work.) And oh, that long
coming smile and tour of her little house in North Shrews- climb up the one lane road to home. Quite a fun excursion.
bury so enticing with all kinds of fabrics and threads and
quilted products. Jan was the founder and proprietor of the Now it is 2021. Funny how things change so quickly it
Patchworks. She also taught at week-long special classes seems. Hopefully the virus will be gone soon and our Historon how to quilt at the Town Hall. However, I did not have the ical Society will again be back in business.
talent for sewing and asked her advice on what I could take
~ Submitted by Ruth Winkler
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PHOTOS FROM MARJORIE PIERCE ARCHIVES
Original photos scanned and prepared by Ahmet N. Baycu
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Chairman’s Message:
It has been a year since we have been able to attend church
for services! I never envisioned we would still be having virtual worship services a year later! However, we are making
strides in navigating during the pandemic and many of us
are making appointments for vaccinations.
We are alive, well, and continue to serve the community in
new ways. If you, a relative, friend, or neighbor would like a
phone check in please let us know. If you know of anyone
who can use a helping hand, please let us know. Let us continue to love and support each other.
Easter is a joyous time of year, a season of renewal, a time
to color eggs and make scrumptious desserts! Even though
we aren’t able to gather together for service or to have the
annual Easter egg hunt, make sure you get outside and see
the buds opening on the trees and the green grass which is
miraculously sprouting from the snow-covered hills! Spring is
in the air and most of us have been cooped up in the house,
following pandemic restrictions. Make sure you reconnect
with family and friends and rejoice in this new season of
hope. If you are not able to gather in person, make that
phone call or write a letter.

Happy

Easter!
Everyone Eats Contiues!
We are continuing to deliver meals for the next several
months every Wednesday. We are working in conjunction
with the Vermont Farmers Food Center and local restaurants. If you or a neighbor would like to be added to our delivery list please contact- Sue 492-3738, Roxanne 492-3675
or Julanne 492-3361. Meals will be cold, ready to eat or
heat. If you have Vegetarian, Vegan or Gluten free preferences please let us know. Let’s continue to get through the
pandemic together ! Thank you to Roxanne Ramah, Julanne
Sharrow, and Cortney Allard for continuing to help me with
the Wednesday food deliveries!
Food Delivery: If you are unable to get to the Food Shelf we
will deliver groceries to you. Just notify your Wednesday delivery driver or call Sue at 802-661-8399 or 492-3738.
Times of Shrewsbury ~ April 2021

Virtual Worship Service
The Shrewsbury Community Church has suspended Sunday
worship service, Sunday Funday Kids Program, and the
Prayer Shawl Group until further notice. Our pastor, Wendy
Savery continues to prepare a Sunday service for us each
week, including a written sermon, scriptures, prayers, etc. All
our regular members continue to receive info by email each
week so we can carry on together in a virtual way during this
difficult time. If you know anyone else who would like to receive this, let us know, and we will gladly include them in the
mailing each week. Make your request to Roxanne Ramah
at roxramah@gmail.com.
Keeping in Touch with Each Other
If you or someone you know would appreciate a weekly
phone call or if you would like to be a caller, let us know.
The Helping Hand Fund is for Shrewsbury residents experiencing financial hardship. Assistance can be given for basic
needs such as food, heating, gasoline, etc. If you or a neighbor are in need please let us know! Call Rita Lane 775-2578
Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802-661-8399, 4923738.
Community Food Shelf
Free Community Food Shelf at the Library in the front entry
way. Those in need are welcome to help themselves any
time the Library entryway is open. Limited hours are:
Mon 10am-12noon; Wed 7pm-9pm; and Saturday 10am12noon.
Call Sue 802-661-8399 or 492-3738 or Karen 558-5991 for
gift cards to purchase specific items you need which are not
on the shelf or to make an appointment to pick up food and
gift cards.
Donations of non-perishable food or toiletry items are always
appreciated and can be placed on the Food Shelf anytime
the Library entryway is open or dropped off for placement in
the donation basket at Pierce’s Store. Monetary donations
are also welcome and will be used to restock the shelf when
donated items need to be supplemented. Send checks payable to Shrewsbury Community Church (write Food Shelf or
Helping Hand Fund in the Memo). Mail to Shrewsbury
Community Church Treasurer Karen Lorentz @ 1300 CCC
Road Shrewsbury, VT 05738.
Community Needs
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Contact
Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 802-661-8399 or
Donna Smith 492-3367.Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 7752578 , Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802-661-8399,
492-3738.
Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Roxanne Ramah 4923675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318 (no in-person visits for now,
but consider phone calls, virtual visits, emails, etc).
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Go With the Floe!: Ice Out On The Mill River
Knowledge of the natural phenomena of the Mill River is held
by the many folks who live in Cuttingsville. The Mill River is a
part of their lives, unlike those of us who live elsewhere in
town. My curiosity was piqued by Gina Stewart’s video, (see
the link below) taken in March 2011, of one of the most
dramatic experiences of the ice going out...Ever! I wanted to
find out what our Cuttingsville neighbors know, that many of
us do not know, and here are some of their thoughts…

Smash! Crack ! Crunch! Rumble!
Chris Clarke used these words to describe the sound of the
ice in her observations over 25+ years of living next to the
Mill River, and her experience with knowing when and how
the ice goes out. Chris predicts that if you happen to catch a
view of the river when there is water on top of the ice, it
means that 10-15 minutes later, it’s going to go out. When
this happens, Chris gets on the phone to the Sirjanes and
lets them know …”It’s happening!” Chris reports that the loud
rumble of the ice coming down in a “tidal wave” of chunks
can sound just like the train passing through town when it’s
been raining, and the ground is wet and saturated.. She said
that one year, when her vegetable garden was closer to the
river, she had 3 or 4 giant
pieces of ice, all 10-12 square
feet, laying on top of the garden beds, and she thought, “I
guess planting will happen
later this year.”

Having a car allows you to see the ice out at multiple locations - just don’t get stuck in a low spot surrounded by freezing water and “bergy bits”! One of the greatest thrills of ice
out is being at your favorite lookout knowing what’s coming
downstream toward you. You just don’t know exactly when.
Be Patient. A telltale moment is a drop in the water flow.
That means there’s an ice dam upstream and soon a three
or four foot wall of ice and water will come toward you.
Sometimes you can hear it before you see it.
I remember seeing it one time from the old iron bridge in the
village. The river bed was chock full of ice floes and the surface was a solid mass moving as a unit. As I leaned out over
the railing, I had the feeling I was flying up the river on the
bridge! Another great place to watch is at the gorge from the
swinging bridge. It’s a great vantage point from which to see
the ebb and flow of the water level, anticipating the great
event. When the water level drops, then you just need to
wait.
One time, while standing on the bridge as the ice swirled and
flowed many feet below, the butt of a long log lodged against
a rock and the force of the flow
caused it to rise up toward the
bridge, subsiding before harm
was done.

Report from Gina Stewart:
Report from Podge Sirjane:
Mark and I have only seen the
Springtime is always a time of
ice go out twice. You might
excitement for river watchers.
have an idea of when the ice
Flowing water is such a powwill go out when the weather
erful force and when comwarms up and notice the ice
bined with the breakup of significant ice can be capricious start to heave up. It is such a hit or miss thing and we were
and downright dangerous. Local lore has it that ice goes out lucky enough to see it twice. Standing on the bridge watchthree times a winter and I believe it's pretty true.
ing the ice break up is an amazing thing to see. You can actually feel the bridge move. It is a big tidal wave of ice comWhen the ice is thick on the river at the time of the January ing right at you. The sound is like a freight train. If you have
thaw, that’s the time to be on the watch. Some rain will swell never seen it before, you really should take the time to watch
the river and lift the ice which breaks into large floes. Some- our video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOcVQbudALY
times ice out can be caused by the letting go of a tributary
stream. It’s unpredictable. I’ve seen it get started up by the Some years there is drama on the Mill River, other
trestle - just a small ice dam where the Mill River runs down. years...not so much. Gloria Benson reported that this
A small ice dam may seem inconsequential but it can hold year, about 3/4 of the ice went out about 3:30 am through
back a lot of water and when it lets go, as it must, its force the night on March 12, very quietly.
can lift the ice from its bed downstream and then things get Compiled by Vicky Arthur; Photo from video by Gina Stewart
underway. This process can be repeated several times
downstream.

The Times of Shrewsbury is our community “newspaper”
So…if you have a photo, an article, or an idea….send it along!
We’re always looking for photos, articles, and ideas!
Times of Shrewsbury ~ April 2021
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New Shrewsbury Topo Map
Being cooped gave me some time to do a few
things that I had always wanted to do. I had
wished that there was a stand-alone topo map
of Shrewsbury. (The town is spread across
four USGS topo maps.) Using GIS data, I assembled a simple topo map of Shrewsbury.
The image is the same size as on the USGS
maps. In addition to the basic topo info, the
map shows the locations of E911 sites, typically residences. See nearby actual sized portion
of map. The map is on heavy, glossy paper,
has colored features and comes rolled in a
mailing tube.
Having just one or two maps printed and
shipped is expensive, so I ordered several
thinking that perhaps others might want to
have one. One map is $15 including S&H, and
$10 for each additional map. If there is enough
interest, more can be ordered. Email me for
availability or if you have any questions.
Alan Shelvey

shel@sover.net
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Salamander Spotting
It was a dark and stormy night...well, at least rainy, in April,
and above 40 degrees. Bright eyes were glowing back at us
in the reflection of our flashlights shining into the vernal pool
that we’d come to visit off of Lincoln Hill Road. Then, headlights approaching, and a car stops on the road right near us.
Who could it be?
Are you getting scared? Don’t be. It’s just other Shrewsberries we know, who also know that This Is The Night. The
night where the Spotted Salamanders crawl out from under
logs, small mammal tunnels and leaf litter to make their way
to certain wetlands to find a mate. It is doubtful that you will
see them at any other time but The Night.

Pre-order plants for your
home garden!
Veggie starts, herbs, flowers and
hanging baskets! CSA Shares, too!
Order online at
www.alchemygardensvt.com/plants

If you’ve never seen this phenomenon, do join us, and help
us to help them cross the roads safely. They’re more interesting to behold when they have not been squished by cars.
The migration of Spotted Salamanders usually begins sometime in late March through mid- April. They start moving, to
feed and to mate, around the same time as Wood Frogs, as
one of the first species in the spring migration of amphibians.
Warmer rainy nights of spring create the right conditions anywhere in VT, and you can find them crossing roads, or any
surface if it’s wet, and even when there is still snow on the
ground. They are going from their upland overwintering habitat to the wetlands they breed in. This activity usually starts
right at dark or shortly after, and utilizing the brightest flashlight you own and walking slowly along may be the best
technique. Of course, if you know of your neighborhood vernal pool or wetland, that’s the place to head to. Migrations
can be big and you’ll want to avoid stepping on peepers,
wood frogs, and other amphibians that may be moving too.
Fortunately, here in Shrewsbury, we have very little road
traffic after dark, but it might be a good idea to wear reflective clothing. If you park before the stretch of road you are
going to walk, you minimize running them over when you
leave and if you arrive before dark, you can minimize running them over on your way there. Once you spot one, you
can escort it to the roadside in the direction they are going.
They will generally be cold and slow, but they know where
their destination is. If you are gentle, it will not harm them to
pick them up and move them, but be aware that if they are
stressed, they may emit a slime on your hands. That flashlight of yours will come in handy to alert drivers heading your
way that there are people and critters in the road.
If you are interested in helping our Vermont scientists keep
data, you can report your sightings to the Vermont Reptile
and Amphibian Atlas at https://www.vtherpatlas.org/
~Submitted by Vicky Arthur; with help from Ira Powsner,
who works in the field of conservation ecology
Photo by Susanna McGown
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Curbside pick ups!
224 Frank Lord Road
492-2087 // alchemygardens@gmail.com
www.AlchemyGardensVT.com

DEAR MOTHER EARTH
An Advice Column
(Striving for Plastic-Free Living)

Dear Mother Earth,
I read your article in the March issue of the Times. I too have
been worried about the mountains of plastic in our homes
and in our lives. It seems that every year more and more
items in the grocery store are encased in plastic, from deli
meats to salad greens. Are we making any progress? I am
trying to do as you suggested, by addressing one room at a
time. In your discussion of bathroom products, you neglected to mention cleaning and laundry products. Are there plastic-free choices in this area as well?
Sincerely, Trying Hard in Shrewsbury, VT
Dear Trying Hard,
I completely understand your feelings. Many humans have
clearly just given up because the battle against plastic
seems lost. However, new solutions are being created everyday and you must use the power of your voice and your
purchase power to affect change. Insist that your grocery
stores use biodegradable containers made with corn starch,
including produce bags. These bags can be composted in
commercial facilities.
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves. If you are concentrating
on eliminating plastics in your bathroom, I applaud you! And
yes, there are plastic-free options available for cleaning, as
well. Seventh Generation, a Vermont-based company, has
recently released a line of products for the bathroom in metal
cans including: Seventh Generation Zero Plastic Bathroom
Powder Cleaner and Seventh Generation Zero Plastic Toilet
Bowl Foaming Powder. Products like Bon Ami Powder
Cleanser in a paper/cardboard container are also very effective and have low toxicity levels. MamaSuds Toilet Bombs
come in a cloth sack! All of these products also rate high
because of their low toxicity levels, which means fewer poisons and hormone disruptors in our water.

The Roving Reporter Asked:

No plastic or low plastic laundry detergents are also available. Honestly, your best bet is the old fashion laundry powder that came in a cardboard box. Look for highly concentrated brands to further reduce waste. Alternatively, some
humans have held onto their last-used plastic laundry jugs
and refill them regularly at a local co-op. Many have had the
same plastic jug (or two) for several years. I would discourage use of washing sheets or pods that are encased in a
PVA plastic binder. These do not biodegrade completely and
PVA has been found in the bellies of fish.
Plastic-free products can be found for all of your household
needs, but it may require a commitment on your part and a
little bit of research. Once you have found the products that
are best for you and your home, you will feel like you are
making a difference in the world, one step at a time. No effort is too small!
I thank you, Mother Earth
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Times of Shrewsbury ~ April 2021
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How can you tell when Spring has arrived?
! “When the birds twitter happily and
make special courtship noises.. es
pecially the nuthatches.” ~GraceB
! ”When Connie plants her onion
seeds.” ~MY
! “When we have to turn our clocks ahead.” ~KB
! “When the big orange frost heave signs go up on the
roadsides.” ~LS
! When I see a group of geese flying north. ~FM
! “When a friend who wears Birkenstocks and socks,
just wears the Birkenstocks.” ~FM
! “When I hear the song of the red winged black birds
and smell Jeff Smith boiling syrup!” DT
! “When the cluster flies come out!” ~LK
! “When I can see the tops of the daffodils where the
snow has melted.” ~LD
! “Spring is here when there are three dead skunks on
the road...and so far, there have only been two!”
~GloriaB

What’s the APRIL Full moon called?
Well, it all depends on who you ask~
Full Pink Moon
Full Sprouting Grass Moon
The Egg Moon
Full Fish Moon

Trees – You Can Bank on Them
So how do trees work like a bank account? When they are
sequestering carbon as all trees have over eons. One has
principal (forest of trees) and over time that principal grows
and grows and occasionally gets partially withdrawn (harvested). The faster and longer the growth the greater return
from your collection of carbon sequesterers. Simple process
but very difficult to quantify which is why the concept of creating carbon sequestering markets has been difficult to implement (two projects off the ground in Vermont). At another
level a forest landowner can even look at harvested trees as
a sort of carbon sequestering diversion because if wood
products are created from the harvested trees and become a
part of a building’s structure then carbon is permanently
stored in that way as well.

lower trunks of small diameter trees to see if the bark has
been chewed by mice or voles. If most of the trunk has been
tooth girdled you have lost a carbon sequesterer and perhaps an important part of your yard landscape. Spring is also
mulch time so that grass and tree roots don’t compete for the
same limited amount of water over this summer’s growing
season. Three inches deep over the roots but not touching
the trunk helps keep a tree healthy.
So a little tree work this spring may insure a healthy carbon
sequesterer in your yard for the rest of the growing season
and beyond. Nothing more beautiful than a healthy carbon
sequestering tree. It’s like “money in the bank” but nicer to
look at. ~Submitted by Gary Salmon

Over the last several
years the concept of being
paid for the carbon stored
in your trees has gained
and lost momentum. An
actual market for storing
carbon in trees was established in California (Cap
and Trade Program) but is
now limited to land actually in California. The next
level down (related to
acreage parcel size and
pay backs for carbon
stored) is a Voluntary
Carbon Market and a collection of twelve northern
Vermont forest landowners are doing just that with
their 8600 acres. Unlike
the California program, a voluntary carbon market requires
the forest landowners enrolled to seek carbon investors on
their own. Finally a Family Forest Carbon Project originating
in Pennsylvania, western Massachusetts, and New York is
becoming available to southern Vermont forest landowners
and according to Tim Stout it may be the best fit for smaller
forest landowners interested in carbon storage programs.
This project is trying to reach smaller forest landowners to
satisfy those who crave to embrace the concept of storing
forest carbon with lesser participating acreage requirements
and of course smaller enrollment costs and payback. For
further information contact Tim at stoutim@gmail.com.
The trees don’t care what they look like as they store carbon
inside themselves. The tallest straight pine, the open
crowned sugar maple, or the trees in your yard all contribute
to helping keep carbon out of the atmosphere. As you finally
get to putter around doing spring yardwork look up. That
branch on the ground may have snapped off and a little
branch pruning (avoiding branch part sticking out of trunk)
may be in order. To keep other yard trees healthy the principal of removing vertically growing wood (water sprouts),
branches growing back toward the center of the tree and
branches that cross and rub against each other should also
be considered to keep trees healthy. As you are enjoying the
sun and anticipating lawn mowing also look down. Check the
Times of Shrewsbury ~ April 2021
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MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL
Happy Spring! Here at the Mountain School we have enjoyed the last of the snow with snow-maze tag, snowshoeing
and sledding but have also celebrated the beginning of
spring with rainbow science, weather graphing and a healthy
appreciation for the joys of jumping into the muddy puddles.
This month also brought parent teacher conferences, report
cards after the close of the second trimester and lots of
learning, wondering and student accomplishment.
Two new friends have joined our school! If you happen to
drive up our main circle, you will notice two chainsaw-carved
wooden bears outside the main door. These bears are a
wonderful gift from a Shrewsbury community member who
saw how hard our students have been working and decided
that they deserved a special treat. Our bears will be settled
on top of the hill overlooking the playground when the
ground has hardened and will be both playmates for our students in their imaginary adventures and a wonderful reminder of the strength, courage, compassion and resilience our
entire community has shown this year.

Two wonderful 1st grade students with our new bears:

First, THANK YOU to everyone who voted. Our budget
passed by a healthy margin and that is always a relief. We
have 4 new board members, 1 in each of our 4 towns. So to
introduce- we have Sam Green in Shrewsbury, Bruce Moreton in Wallingford, Matt Gouchberg in Clarendon, and Asha
Carroll in Tinmouth. Sadly, George Ambrose of Clarendon
announced he was retiring from the Board as of March 12.
George, Andy Richards-Peelle, John McKenna, and Tammy
Heffernan were all original members of the unified district
board and their absence is a difficult loss of institutional
memory. That said, we welcome all of our new members and
look forward to the new ideas and skills they bring to the
board.
Spring is a time of planning for the coming school year now
that we have a budget! Advertising for both new positions
and for vacancies that will occur at year end are being posted, bids are arriving and being accepted for computers, buses, and all the other items in the new budget.
I’d like to acknowledge the difficult election that we recently
went through and promise that though the election was contentious, it will not affect the commitment of the board to
work cooperatively with each other. We do not always agree
with each other, but we listen to each other respectfully. We
will also continue to listen (again, not always agreeing with)
all who bring their thoughts and concerns to the board either
in writing or at a meeting. There is a period of time labeled
Public Comment at the beginning of every board and committee meeting when the public can speak their mind on the
topics on the agenda or other school related matters. There
are time constraints applied and the expectation that speakers will be polite to all present.
Please come to our meetings- they’re virtual currently so it’s
easy- speak your mind. We do listen. Agendas with instructions on how to participate are available on the millrivershools.org website under the Board heading. If you have
trouble finding the links or have difficulty with loading the
meeting app, call Ann Dages, Administrative Assistant at
775-3264.

Springs means we are beginning registration for next year. If Next month we should have news to share on graduation
you have a student who is ready to register for our PK or and how the next school year might look.
Kindergarten programs, please contact Marj at 492-3435
~Submitted by Adrienne Raymond
or smscongdon@millriverschools.org.
To view Mill River Unified Union School District Board meeting minutes, go to: http://millriverschools.org/mruusd-boardAs a part of the Farm to School grant we received last year
documents/
from the Vermont Department of Agriculture, we have benefitted from coaching from NOFA-VT on ways to better integrate local foods into our school cafeteria. SMS is currently
soliciting informal bids from local farmers for maple, beef,
dairy and produce. If you would like the bidding specifications and vendor response forms or have any questions
please contact me (Jodie) at jruck@millriverschools.org or
Time for the
492-3435. Thank you!
Spring Peepers!
With appreciation, Jodie Stewart-Ruck, Principal
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Wildlife Crossing Update

News from Reinbow Riding Center

The Shrewsbury Conservation Commission
has made good progress mapping wildlife
road crossings this winter. The attached map
shows a cropped version of the maps data
found in the north end of Shrewsbury.

While most Vermonters are looking at seed catalogues anticipating the Snowdrops of early Spring burgeoning from beneath the melting snow, we here at Reinbow Riding are anticipating something quite different. We are gathering and
planning around the central topic of dirt and when we will
see it again. Of course, the horses anticipate that first blade
of grass, but we look forward to the melt and the uncovering
of the dirt and gravel that has been working hard to settle
under the insulating layer of snow demarcating our new arena. Our years spent at Beaver Meadow Farm allowed us to
offer more to our community than we had ever hoped. Grow
we did and with that the need for a larger and more versatile
property became evident.

We have collected baseline data on the Upper CRR, Northbranch Rd, Moonshine Lane and Coldham Rd.. The Cold
River Rd. has been surveyed for crossings from the Clarendon line to Wilmouth Hill Rd. Sightings in these areas will
continue next winter. Tracking is mostly done in the winter
months because wildlife tracks in the snow are easier to
identify. If you would like to be involved in this project next
year, let Linda know!

Our new setting at Stone Wall Farm in Belmont generously
provided by farm owners, Alex and Faith, promises to provide for our growing community. The rolling pastures, ambling walls and panoramic views are inspiring and the
“Farmway” that will take our students from barn to arena
brings one back to how Vermonters worked with the natural
borders and carved a living out of such a daunting landscape. Our sensory trail will be new and improved, encouraging our students to move beyond their comfort zones while
being monitored by our vigilant instructors and volunteers.
Let’s see how creative Mary Jane can get this time! A pavilion and mounting ramp will be built this Spring for observers
and classroom activities ringside, allowing a shady place for
friends and family to watch the progress of their rider. We
look forward to many years working in partnership with Alex
and Faith and offering the very best in therapeutic horsemanship riding.

If we get more snow this year, our goal would be to survey
the Cold River RD. from Wilmouth Hill to Northham. If anyone has local knowledge of where animals or amphibians or
reptiles cross in of that section, your information would be
greatly appreciated!

The new Reinbow Riding ring under
construction at Stone Wall Farm

Thanks to Alan Shelvey for setting up a GIS (Geographic
Information System) map for us to work with.
Linda Shelvey, Wildlife Crossings Coordinator
Lpurdyshel@gmail.com

So now that it’s spring, it’s time to start gearing up for our
new season. We will begin working at the Center in April.
There is a lot to do and we’re looking for assistance from
volunteers. Paperwork that must be filled out is available for
both Volunteers and Participants on our website or by emailing programs@reinbowridingcenter.org.-We are also looking
for donations of riding boots for our riders that don’t have the
proper footware. Anyone who might have some to donate
please send an email.
Please watch our website: reinbowridingcenter.org, and follow us on Facebook, Twitter @ReinbowRiding and Instagram @reinbow_riding_center. Everyone stay well and remember to mask up and social distance at least a horse
length apart.-~Submitted by Janet Upton
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school in the fall. Students will definitely learn about the importance of long term planning over the course of this project!

Spring signals new beginnings on Shrewsbury farms as they
seed high tunnel beds and prepare plant starts, and for
SAGE as we prepare for the emergence of new fertile
ground.
Shrewsbury Mountain School is soliciting farms for bids on
local produce, maple, dairy, and beef! As a Farm To School
grant recipient, SMS received specialized coaching to help in
their goal of increasing support for local farms and using
more local food in our school cafeteria.-If you are interested
please reach out to principal Jodie or chef Tammy at the
Mountain School, or contact SAGE for more information.-

Our Root Words long term plan is about to culminate with a
celebratory multimedia installation in the Vermont Farmers
Food Center.-This project has shared Vermonters’ stories of
how agriculture and food has connected them with our landscape and our community. The installation will open later this
month at VFFC as a photography exhibit, and will develop
over the coming months, with more audio and video components added. Please keep an eye on SAGE’s and VFFC’s
social media channels for opening information. This project
has been supported by many great folks that have come and
shared their stories at events, as well as financial supporters
including the National Endowment for the Humanities.-I’d like
to give special thanks to Joan Aleshire, Jack Crowther, Stacy Harshman and the Sparkle Barn, and David and Jo
Fretz.-Thank you.

For more information about SAGE: contact Stephen Abatiell
SAGE will soon be working up at the Mountain School again,
at educate.sage@gmail.com, Joan Aleshire at 492-3550 or
this time on a new deer proof fence for the school’s educavisit www.sagevt.wordpress.com. Follow us on Facebook for
tional garden. We intend to plant and tend the garden
up to date event details at Shrewsbury SAGE.
through the summer, in preparation for students’ return to
~Submitted by Stephen Abatiell
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ROB’S
Bread and Brownies
at
PIERCE’S STORE

Pi(e) Day at Pierce’s
Galen Miller baked 10
luscious pies for the
March 14 event, and
every last crumb was
consumed by grateful
customers. Key Lime
was the crowd favorite
with Apple Torte and
Pumpkin right behind.
Pies and cakes are
available for special
order at any time.

Be A Member!
Interested in becoming a member of Shrewsbury Co-op at Pierce’s Store? Think you may
need to re-up your dues? Annual memberships, just $20 per household for a calendar
year, are a vital foundation to our bottom line.
Shoot us an email or stop by the store today to
continue the support!
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Keep up to date with the goings-on up at Pierce’s
Store by subscribing to our weekly newsletter.
Shoot us an email at pierces.store@gmail.com
and we’ll keep you posted on our weekly menu,
new products, special sales, events and more

CURRENT HOURS at PIERCE’S STORE
Monday: closed!
Tuesday-Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm
Sunday 8:00am-4:00pm
Greetings, friends of Pierce’s near and far! I spent a sunny
morning at the store, relishing in an abundantly cheerful customer crowd whose good moods were reinforced, no doubt,
by the official onset of spring! It was a revolving door today
of high spirits, a welcome and refreshing balm after the past
year’s struggles. I noticed baskets filled more with little
pleasures than the standard staples today, a sure sign of
seasonal giddiness. We’ve been expanding our selection of
scrumptious bulk snackin’s for your pre-hike, post-schoolpickup, and general mid-afternoon munchy needs. What began as an early pandemic experiment, spurred on by local
families looking to stock up on favorite dried fruits and trail
mixes, has blossomed into a robust and profitable category
on our shelves. For purely informational purposes (wink
wink), thus follows a totally non-exhaustive list of the tempting prebagged treats which you can pick up at Pierce’s these
days:

FRESH SEAFOOD @ PIERCE’S
As many of you have become familiar with, Earth & Sea, a longstanding, highly reputable fish market based in Manchester
Vermont has been supplying Pierce’s with fresh fish and seafood
since last summer. Thanks to a genuinely generous gaggle of
volunteers willing to jet down and fetch our order every Friday
(amazing!), we’ve been able to bring an incredible array of aquatic
delights to this mountain town. On our busiest weeks, we’ve had
over 100 lbs distributed through Pierce’s! Faroe Islands salmon,
Canadian swordfish, Texan shrimp, jumbo scallops, halibut, cod,
haddock, catfish, smelts, red snapper, black sea bass, arctic char,
PEI mussels, Montauk tilefish, sable, crabmeat, sushi-grade tuna,
littleneck clams and monkfish are just SOME of what is to come!
Oysters? Calamari? Lobsters? Stay tuned! Here’s how to get fresh
fish and seafood through Pierce’s these days:
1. Be added to our special orders email list! Call us at 492-3326
or email us at orders@piercesstore.com with your request.
2. Keep an eye on your inbox on Monday for Friday’s offerings.
3. Order via email as soon as possible. First come first served!
The cutoff time for preordering is Wednesday at 4pm. In your
email, please include the best phone # to reach you.
4. Start planning your menu...
5. Your order will be portioned and packed on Friday. Pickup time
starts at 3pm, and we’re open until 6pm. Find your order with
your name on it on the bottom shelf of the produce cooler.
We’ll keep your seafood cold and fresh in the fridge for you if
you need to pick up on Saturday
6. Catch any extras in the produce cooler throughout the
weekend…!

There’s the confection section: milk chocolate covered pretzels, yogurt covered pretzels, chocolate covered coconut
chews, crystallized ginger, organic banana chips, carob
peanut clusters, dark chocolate nonpareils, organic gummy
fruit slices, Swedish fish, peanut brittle, nut & seed brittle,
cranberry trail mix, rainbow trail mix, yogurt covered almonds Current Health & Safety Guidelines for shopping at Pierce's S
& more! Then there’s the flavory savory snackin’s: cheddar ● A maximum of FOUR (4) CUSTOMERS are allowed in the
sesame sticks, garlic sesame sticks and wild rice sticks (by
store at a time. Please check before entering, and if there's
popular demand we are now selling these in bulk bags on
already a few folks shopping, thank you for waiting a few
the chip rack!), plus all the nuts and seeds we could dream
minutes till the coast is clear. **Due to these restrictions,
whenever possible, please limit shopping to one member
up (find them in the produce cooler): almonds, cashews, peof your household at a time.
cans, walnuts, pumpkin seeds, chia seeds, flax seeds, pea● X marks the spot! We all know the drill at this point. At least six
nuts, and pistachios.
(6) feet of separation between everyone while inside, as

much as possible.
Don’t see something you want, especially if it’s something
●
Everyone is required to wear a mask while inside at
you’d pick up on a regular basis? Let us know! We’ll do our
Pierce's. We are offering masks at the door for anyone who
best, as always, to source high-quality products at the best
has found themselves without one*.
prices our little country store can allow.
Please stay tuned as we continue to roll with the tides and do what

As we make our merry way into a more picnic-friendly sea- we believe is best for our community. We are open to suggestions!
* FYI, these masks add up as we tend to go through about a dozen
son, one in which safe social gatherings may begin to return in a day. If you happen to have any spare change to toss in the
to the norm, we’re thinking of all the ways to enrich and en- ‘round-up’ jar at the register, we'd be ever so grateful!
tertain our community with the resources at our disposal.
What would you like to
SUNDAY BREAKFAST SANDWICH MENU, 8AM-11AM
see from Pierce’s in the
summer of 2021? After
Egg & Cheese on Sourdough or English Muffin … $3.50
the year we’ve had, it
Breakfast Burrito with 2 eggs, cheese, black beans, salsa and sour cream … $5.50
feels like the sky’s the
Additions: traditional VT croissant, Robie Farm Crankin’ Country sausage, Green
limit.
Our
sincerest
Mountain Smokehouse bacon, tomato, avocado, spinach, extra egg, extra cheese … $0.75 each
thanks to you for continCalling ahead with your order for pickup highly recommended! 802-492-3326
uing to dream with us!
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RDS

#1:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Larry & Lori Abelman
Joan Aleshire
Gary & Minnie Arthur
Roy Arthur
Steve Banik & Virginia Gunderson
Randell & Dianne Barclay
Bob Barich
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem
John & Mary Beerworth
Nancy Bell
John & Linda Berryhill
Richard Bettelli & Fran Patten
Rich & Cynthia Biziak
Laura Black
Dave & Debbie Blecich
Sandy & Kristi Bragg
Dan & Ginny Buckley
Jim Bulno
Carol Calotta
John & Linda Calotta
Herb Carrara
Jamie & Catherine Carrara
Michael & Laura Cashel
Christina Clarke
Scott & Lindsay Courcelle
Douglas Crowe & Amanda Ciaccio
Marilyn Dalick
Sally Deinzer
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler
Linda & Phillippe Ducrot
Stan & Louise Duda
Wayne & Lizzie Emmons
Nils & Pamela Ericksen
Kathi & Timothy Faulkner
Gene & Kathy Felder
Chuck & Luisa Finberg
Liz Flint
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Eldred & Lily French • Can save with 2008
Paulcompatibility
Sgalia & Victoria Arthur
David & Jo Fretz
Alan
• 5
6
4.5 4.5 & Linda Shelvey
Scott Garren & Heather Shay
Shrewsbury
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry
Conservation Commission
Richard Gile & Sue Brown
Historical Society
Marilyn & John Goodin
Library
Mark & Carol Goodwin
Outing Club
Volunteer Fire Department
Peter & Pam Grace
Sarah Greenspan & Tom Havas
Paul & Sarah Titterton
Barry & Barbara Griffith
Liesbeth van der Heijden
John & Betty Heitzke
Ann Vanneman
Ed & Daphne Hemmer
Lana Vanucchi
Betsy Hinckley
Howard & Deborah Weaver
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys
Michael & Phyllis Wells
Martha Herbert Izzi
Nancy & James West
Diane & Jeff Jakobsen
Lee Wilson
Jack & Betsy Jesser
William & Peggy Wilson
Ellen Jorgensen
Ruth & Brian Winkler
James & Laura Keller
Mark & Connie Youngstrom
Robert & Judith Landon
Lynn McDermott
Linda McGuire
Gerry & Chryl Martin
Stephen & Patricia Martyn
Taffy Maynard
Moody Family
Raymond & Cheryl Noble
Reinbow Riding Center
Helen & Andy Richards-Peelle
Ridlon Family
Dick & Lee Rohe
Nathan Rudisill & Carrie Clancy
Ed & Judy Ryan
Tom & Donna Ryan
Gary & Margery Salmon
Suzanne Savage
Brian & Patricia Sedaille
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